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A Message from Father Paul
Ten years ago at thistime, Mother Teresa went to Heaven. World |eaders came to pay their
respects to one of the most influential and greatly loved religious figures of our time as she
was laid to rest - in the corner of the dining room of her own convent in Calcutta.

To mark this anniversary, Time Magazine among others has published an extended apprecia-
tion of the life and spirituality of the woman whom the Church has aready proclaimed by
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta - a preliminary stage in the process of her canonization as a saint.
Mother Teresa had a truly remarkable journey of faith.

This strong and independent Slavic woman was born on August 27, 1910, the youngest of
five children of whom only three survived. Her father was a successful builder. At 18, the
future Mother Teresa began her religiouslife - in Ireland. Far from her family and the life
she'd known, and speaking a language few understood, she became a Loreto Sister. She never
saw her mother again in thislife. She taught history and geography forl5 years. It wasin the
protected environment of a Cal cutta school for the daughters of the wealthy that Teresa's new
“vocation” developed. She knew that she was “to give up even Loreto where | was very
happy, and to go out in the streets. | heard the call to give up all and follow Christ into the
slums to serve him among the poorest of the poor.”

She found a small hovel to rent to begin her new undertaking. She started again by teaching
the slum children. She strove to make poor children literate, and to teach them basic hygiene!
Without proper equipment, she made use of what was available—writing in the dirt!

She gradually began visiting the poor and sick in their families as they grew to know her, and
others crowded together in the surrounding squalid shacks. She found a never-ending stream
of human needs in the poor she met. Despite the weariness of her days, she never omitted her
prayer.

The Time Magazine article focuses on arecently published book entitled “Come, Be My
Light”, acompendium of many of her letters and notes to her various spiritual directors over
the years, none of them intended for publication. Put together, they paint a picture of spiritual
struggle that is the stuff of true sanctity. For many, thisistruly challenging. To some, it is
profoundly shocking.

For so many people, Mother Teresaisanicon - asugar coated icon - with awinning smile
and a gentle personality that could do practically no wrong; who sailed through life asif on a
cloud! She had her faults — glaring ones for those who lived with her - and the letters show
that her inner life was far from irenic or “cloud like".

Blessed Mother Teresawas, like so many of the saints that have gone before her, subjected to
the most desperate desolation and doubting of herself and even of God, leading to an inner
turmoil that | suspect few of us can imagine — and this for years on end. St. John of the Cross
calls this experience “the dark night of the soul”. Many spiritual people have this experience
of hopel essness and abandonment, even by God — “the great absence” - for longer or shorter
timesin their lives.

Mother Teresa prayed that she might be joined to Christ in his suffering — but she clearly did
not bargain for this way of being so joined! It wasatrial, a humiliation, aterrifying disorien-
tation and lack of control that she had to cope with for most of her life. Does that experience
make her any the less holy? Not in the least. It isrelatively easy to be good and to have beau-
tiful thoughts when they lead to consolation and afeeling of the closeness of God by way of
reward. But to persevere and to keep faithful even when these are entirely absent, when there
iS ho encouragement, no tangible reward; to believe, that even when oneis unpleasing to one-
self, we can be and are pleasing to God: that is the mark of true love, true self giving, true
sanctity.

Why does God allow this sort of trial? Why does he seem to play fast and loose in this way
with the people whom he loves? It seems that, as St. Teresa of Avila discovered when she
was going through it, God allows this to happen only to his special friends. Her response to
the Lord was, “No wonder you have so few of them!”

| suspect that many of us have our moments of desolation. Perhaps we write them off as
aberrations that should not be allowed. They spoil our picture of ourselves. Mother Teresa got
nothing tangible out of her effortsto be holy, but far from being aberrations, her desolation
purified her motives. She teaches usthat we are called to be holy for God' s sake, to give our
life for God's sake, not for what we get out of it. This giving is genuine love. Many try, but
we only get there by God' s grace — and often by way of Calvary. It is given to few to be
strong enough to reach those heights. The rest of us have to be humble enough to persevere
on aless spectacular road to sanctity that the Lord has designed specifically for us. And we
will find that that is enough!

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to have
Mass celebrated for your intentions.
Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space.

Active M embership in our parishis

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the par-
ish for asufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the sharing
of on€' s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites al people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Pleaseindicate this to the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

Society St Vincent de Paul

Today we celebrate the feast of
Blessed Frederic Ozanam, the
founder of the Society of St
Vincent de Paul.

The Mission Statement of the Society
states: “Vincentians witness God's love
by embracing all works of charity and
justice... the Society makes no distinc-
tion in those served because, in them,
Vincentians see the face of Christ.”
Have you considered answering the call
to help serve the poor by joining the
Society of St Vincent de Paul?

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of September 10-16, 2007
Mon. 10:30 a.m. Franke at Seaside

Tues. 6:30 p.m. Brickyard-Boone Grove
(Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.)
Allen & Mindy Carroll

1338 Chrismill Lane 849-9762
Wed. 10:30 a.m. Planters Pointe-
Cotton Creek
Norm & Virginia Falcone
2620 Turben Place 388-0097
Thurs. 9:00 am. Charleston National-
Saint Andrews
Bob & Sandy Summers
3200 Heathland Way 884-1160
Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

October 7" - St. Benedict’s Day!!!
Please mark your calendars! On Sunday,
October 7", we will celebrate the feast
of St Benedict, our patron saint. Our
festive Eucharistic celebration will be
followed by our annual parish picnic
which will be held at the Park West
Amenity Center. If you would like to
help in the preparation for the picnic,
please contact Wendy Albano, the
Community Building ministry leader,
at 216-1710 or albanowl @bellsouth.net.

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - September 15 - Saturday Vigil
Scripture Readings—see Sunday L iturgy
Reading | Brian Cuddy
Reading |1 Suzanne Catanzarite
Ushers Pat McKay, Susan Porinchak
Cross Bearer David Hunton
Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Jeanne Burke
Cup: Bob Little, Pauline Sullivan
Schedule - September 16 —Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14

Wendy Albano
Reading I1: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

Rosalie Guerin

Gospel: Luke 15:1-32

Prayers of the Faithful Lauren DiNicola
Greeterg/Gift Givers The Tokarz Family
Welcoming/Registration Kathy Eovino
Ushers Paul Kowalchik, Pauletter Joyce,
Rick Garcia

Altar Servers

Araba Appiagyei-Dankah, Devin McDavid
Cross Bearer Drew Burrichter

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Kristin Jacksa, Margaret Riggs

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble,
Hampton Lee, Jo Dunne

Cup: Drew Burrichter, Kevin Carpentier,
Mindy Carroll, Joe Harkins, Peggy Harkins,
Mary Helen Gammon

Nursery Check-in: Lisa& Jeremy Ringwald
Snack: Dawn Heavey

Hospitality Hostess: Lucia Rutherford

Neil McMullen, Rachael McNamara, Cecilia
McTighe, Dot McTighe, Karen Miller,
Christine Miller, Jane O' Brien, Linda Patten,
Tom Peatten

Collection Counters

Rosalie Guerin, Ann Callery

September 16" is F.I.R.E Commit-

Celebration of Marriage

ment & Recommitment Sunday
Next Sunday, please plan to be present
with your group. Each group should bring
the three things (in written form) that their
group is either focused on or would like
to improve on. They will be placed on the
altar as an offering. Please bring your
group candle as well. See you al!

New F.I.R.E. Groups

Calling all parishioners

who arenot yetina

F.I.R.E. group. It is not

yet too latetojoin! 2Do

not be afraid!® Weare

waiting for you to join and experience our
faith journey in a small-community set-
ting. Karen Dietz, our parish retreat key-
note speaker, was very encouraging for St
Benedict. She was most impressed that
our parishis using the F.I.R.E. program
for all ages. Also, our F.I.R.E. groups are
pleading for senior parishionersto join
them. They want and need the wisdom
and experience that you can share to help
them on their faith journey. If you would
like to join this dedicated group of search-
ersof al ages on the faith journey, please
contact Kathy Eovino, the F.I.R.E. Group
Facilitators' ministry leader, at 971-6074
or MKEOVINO@aol.com.

Child Care/Nursery Ministry

Did you know that there were 70 young
parishioners of various ages who partici-
pated in our parish retreat a couple of
weeks ago? The Child Care/Nursery min-
istry has been serving our young parish-
ioners since the parish started. Our young-
est parishioners today will be the St Bene-
dict's of the future. We are grateful to the
many people who have cared for our
young ones during the past several years
through this ministry. We encourage new
volunteers to join our community in this
effort! With the growing number of chil-
drenin our parish, the need for volunteers
isalso increasing. Please come forward,
we are waiting for you! It will be a great
way for you to meet and learn about our
young parishioners and to meet their par-
ents and grandparents. Please call Leanna
Potter, the Child Care/Nursery ministry
leader, at 297-1972 or send her an email
at |eannarossi @hotmail.com. Y ou may
also see her before or after Sunday Mass.

St Benedict Men's Group

Calling all men of St Benedict!!!

Y ou are invited to come every other week
on Saturday morning at 8:30 am. at the
Parish Center. We will have our next
meeting September 15", See you!

Let us give thanks and join Clyde

Claw & VirginiaBuschein their

celebration of the sacrament of

Matrimony this weekend. We send

them with many good wishes and may our
prayers accompany them in their life together!

Archive Ministry Needs Pictures

Would you like to have included your 2006 &
2007 photos in the parish scrapbook? We are
especially interested in pictures of ministries
in action. Please provide a brief description,
including the date, name of event and persons
in the photo (sorry, pictures can't be returned!)
Please have them ready in an envelope labeled
for Archives Ministry and mail them to the
Parish Center, or give them to Dianne or Bob
Brimmer, before or after Mass. If you have
questions and/or would like to help in this
ministry, please call Dianne Brimmer, the
Archives ministry leader, at 849-1934.

Sunday, September 9, 2007
Reading I: Wisdom 9:13-18b

Reading I1: Philemon 9-10, 12-17
Gospdl: Luke 14:25-33

Week of September 10-15, 2007

Mon.x Colossians 1:24-2:3; Luke 4.38-44

Tue.x Colossians 2:6-15; Luke 6:12-19

Wed.+ Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 6:20-26

Thu.x Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 6:27-38

Fri.£ Numbers 21:4b-9; Philippians 2:6-11
John 3:13-17

Sat.+ 1 Timothy 1:15-17; John 19:25-27

The altar flowersthis Sunday are
offered by the McGee family, in
loving memory of Jeff Socha.

If you signed up to offer flowers and have not
given your donation yet, please write your $30
check to St Benedict, indicate 2Altar Flowers
for (date of Offering)® in the memo line, and
mail it to the Parish Center, or placeit in the
Collection Basket. If you have any question
and/or to become a volunteer of the Flowers
ministry, please contact Karen Thesing by
phone at 216-9750 or 224-8568, or email at
thesingk@bellsouth.net.

“What blocks the flow of God's
abundant blessings for all?
Do our possessions extend or constrict it?”

Stewardship September 1-2, 2007

Total Contribution $ 8,871.00
Seminary $ 283.00
Bishop's Stewardship Appeal $ 190.00
Assumption $ 125.00
Our Tithe $ 839.80

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




