
 FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 
 November 25, 2007                          
 A Message from Father  Paul 
 

With Thanksgiving now behind us, we move right along towards Christmas.  But not without 
giving thanks to one and all for the very generous outpouring of about $1,000 to enable 
ECCO to buy turkeys and the trimmings for those in our locality who would otherwise have 
been without.  I want to join my personal thanks to the thanks of all those poor people who 
have benefited from your generosity. 
 
Today you will see that the “angel tree”  has appeared in the hallway again.  The tree does not 
have lights.  Instead, we hang angels on it – and this year “ships”  also.  Each presents the 
need of some lonely or deprived individual.  It also represents an opportunity for us to light 
up the tree of the Church by bringing a ray of light into the life and home of that individual 
this Christmas time.  So many are far removed from access to the trimmings of Christmas, 
which we take as a matter of course.  They do not have the means to give presents, nor do 
they have anyone to give Christmas presents to them! 
 
I mentioned that, this year, we have “ships”  as well as angels on the tree.  A word of explana-
tion: 
 
A quiet but very significant ministry, involving our own parishioners, is going on in the sea-
port in Charleston.  This Ministry to Seafarers goes on throughout the year. Sixty-five thou-
sand merchant seamen visit our port every year, and although some of them are not Christian 
- be they Hindus, Muslims, or those fallen away from the practice of any Christian faith – 
about 75% of them are our Catholic brothers!  All of them have a rough life, away from their 
families and Church for up to ten months at a time.  What the ministry does for them helps a 
lot and is usually greatly appreciated. However, although most of the seafarers are Catholic, 
most of the ministry has, to date, been done by very enthusiastic Protestant volunteers. 
 
There is a dire need for more Catholic volunteers, not only to take a ship from the tree and 
come back next week laden with a gift for the seafarers as indicated on the ships, but also to 
help, one day a month, with the great work of greeting and caring for their needs while they 
are in port. 
 
The work itself is easy, can be learned in a day, and is usually fun.  Foreign language skills 
are not required!  All you need is the ability to walk up a gangway, to socialize for a few min-
utes with the crews at their break, and a willingness to unobtrusively share your faith with 
them if only by giving them your friendship along with prayer cards and holy water.  The 
Filipinos love it, Indians and even the longshoremen are intrigued by it. 
 
This may be followed by a trip to Wal-Mart with some of them in the ministry bus, or an op-
portunity to spend time with them as they visit the ministry center to make long phone calls 
home. 
 
Are you feeling overextended already? Or are you asking yourself “What is in it for me?”  
 
For one thing you will have the satisfaction of knowing that you are keeping a much needed 
Catholic presence in the port. 
 
And you will grow!  The working conditions are noisy, the atmosphere very macho.  You will 
be challenged in navigating around longshoremen, stevedores, 18wheelers, and huge cranes. 
Then you will climb the gangway and introduce yourself to a group of complete strangers – 
who are, however, always glad to see you - and treat women very respectfully. Any shyness 
you may have thought you suffered from will soon be gone. 
 
The camaraderie among the volunteers, of whatever faith persuasion, is great. 
 
When all is said and done you will have the satisfaction of seeing just how much happiness 
you have brought to these men in a very simple way. 
 
By means of the prayer cards, and Christian booklets given to the seafarers, we may perhaps 
be planting a seed in some person’s heart that may one day take root and bear fruit, nurtured 
by prayer and Holy Water, or just by our being there for them, wearing our white helmets 
with a Cross on the front, giving witness to seamen and dockworkers alike, that there is still 
good in the world, that God loves them still.  You will come to realize that in some small – or 
not so small – way you have affected the lives of many, and made a difference! 
 
Please think about it – not just the ship on the tree that has your name on it, but also the 
possibility of volunteering to bring the Christ in you to these people, with others of the 
parish, throughout the year. You will truly be bringing the light of Christmas into the 
lives of people too often forgotten. Please contact Gene McLaughlin (tel: 849-2271) for 
more information, or even for a tour of the port and a ship to see how you like it. Women 
parishioners are especially welcome! 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints 
Lutheran, and at any other time by  
appointment.  
 

Mass Intentions  
Please apply to the Parish Office to 
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there. 
 

Children’s Envelopes:  Stewardship 
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship 
space. 
 

Active Membership in our parish is 
determined by four things: 
1. Being properly registered in the 

parish for a sufficient period of time. 
2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-

days and Holy Days. 
3. Use of the envelope system in regu-

lar support of the parish. 
4. A serious commitment to the shar-

ing of one’s gifts of time and talent. 
  
Hospitalized/Homebound?   
Please call the Parish Center to arrange 
for prayer, anointing, communion and 
visitation if you or a loved one is hospi-
talized or  homebound. For a planned 
operation, please request the Sacrament 
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal. 
 

Communion Procedure   
The principles guiding the distribution 
of Communion in the Catholic Church 
are clearly outlined on the front inside 
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus 
invites all people of faith and good will 
to accept him into their hearts.  If age or 
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are 
still invited to approach the altar for a 
blessing.  Please indicate this to the 
Eucharistic Minister by placing your 
arms across your chest.  The Eucharist 
is offered under both species.  After 
bowing reverently and receiving the 
sacred host, you are invited to take a sip 
from the cup. 

 
St. Vincent 

de Paul 
Collection 

 
Next Saturday and Sunday, the 
1st weekend of December, we will 
have our monthly SVDP collection 
after each Mass. We provide emer-
gency assistance to the needy in the 
East Cooper area. Please be generous! 

Diocesan Office of Child 
Protection Services 

 (843) 853-2130, ext. 209 
 

 Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 
(800) 921-8122 



St Benedict Outreach 
We are very thankful for your support of 
our outreach ministries. Let us continue to 
share with our neighbors in need through 
the following: 
 

¨   Grocery Bag Sunday 
An easy job that makes a difference! If 
you can help out with either handing out 
grocery bags (on December 2nd), and/or 
collecting them (on December 9th) and 
delivering them to ECCO Center located 
at Six Mile Landing Road & Highway 17, 
please contact Denise Carpentier at 
343-9661 or dkcarpentier@bellsouth.net. 
She will be waiting for you! We look for-
ward to all parishioners taking part by 
bringing grocery items! 
 

¨   Habitat For  Humanity 
Awesome volunteer opportunity, next 
Saturday, December 1st, 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. If you are looking for a chance 
to give back to your community - THIS 
IS IT! Habitat±Apostles Build needs your 
help (off Joe Rouse in Highway 41 on 
Joseph Glover Rd; property is third parcel 
on the right). If you can spare an hour or 
two only that would be great! Questions? 
Call Maureen Richardson at 514-1580. 
 

St Benedict Men’s Group 
You are invited to come every other 
week, on Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
at the Parish Center. Our next meeting 
will be December 1st. See you there! 
 

Catholic Counseling Services 
In the diocese of Charleston, a spiritual-
based counseling services to help deal 
with stress, marital problems, grief loss, 
individual conflicts, and any of life' s tran-
sitions is available. Dr. Mara Calderon, a 
licensed Clinical Psychologist and Mar-
riage & Family Therapist, offers her ser-
vices through the Catholic Charities 
Counseling Services in West Ashley. 
If you have counseling needs or if you 
know someone who does, please contact 
Dr. Calderon at 402-9115 ext 17. 
 

Konevets Quar tet Concert  
On Friday, November 30th, 7:30 p.m. at 
the Episcopal Church of the Holy Com-
munion in downtown Charleston (Ashley 
& Cannon), all are invited to a concert of 
Ancient Christian Hymns (in Slavonic, an 
ancient Slavic church language) by the 
Konevets Quartet from St Petersburg, 
Russia (returning for the second time to 
offer an awe-inspiring acapella concert of 
Russian Orthodox liturgical music.) It is 
co-sponsored by Holy Ascension Ortho-
dox Church in Mt Pleasant. There is no 
charge, but a free-will offering will be 
appreciated. Please contact Father John 
Parker at 881-5010 for more information. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Week of Nov. 26—Dec. 2, 2007 
 

Mon. 9:00 a.m.                       Parish Center 
 

Tues. 5:30 p.m.        Brickyard-Boone Grove                                              
 (Scripture Reflection at 4:30 p.m.) 
 Larry Moran 
 1200 Wynnwood Court       884-6961     
 

Wed.-Fri. No Mass   

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.          Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)  
 Children' s Liturgy (ages 4-6) 
 
 
 

Retreat for  Children Prepar ing for  
First Communion/Reconciliation  
Next Saturday, December 1st, the second 
retreat for children who are preparing for 
these sacraments will be held from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Parish Center. 
Parents are invited to join their children! 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Schedule 
 
Schedule - December 1 - Saturday Vigil 
 

Scr ipture Readings—see Sunday L iturgy 
Reading I                                  Midge Moran  
Reading II                               Evan Cottingham                                            
 

Ushers  Susan Porinchak, Tom Thesing 
 

Cross Bearer   Drew Burrichter 
 

Euchar istic M inisters   
Bread:  Ann Whalen 
Cup:  Ann Hart, Karen Thesing 
 
Schedule - December 2 – Sunday L iturgy 
 

Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I:  Isaiah 2:1-5 
  Araba Appiagyei-Dankah 
Reading II:  Romans 13:11-14             June Bell 
Gospel:  Matthew 24:37-44  
Prayers of the Faithful                     Mark Foster 
 

Greeters/Gift Givers   
Please contact Roger & Ann Hart. 
 

Welcoming/Registration  Dori Bolling 
 
 

Ushers  Amy McCarthy, Sean McCarthy, 
Mark French, Norm Russell, Terry Gray 
 

Altar  Servers   
Hunter Stevens, Lauren DiNicola 
 

Cross Bearer   Georgia French 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Cindi Van Meir, Elaine Gautier 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread:  Hampton Lee, Jackie Napier, 
Jo Dunne, Peggy Harkins 
Cup:  Barbara Miracky, Bill Conway, 
Fred Gamble, Jim Stott, Joe Harkins, 
Peggy Harkins, Joe Nesbitt 
 

Nursery   
Check-in: Paula Burrichter, Ruthann Schwinn 
Juice:  Heather Carper 
Snack:  Jennifer Sumoski 
 

Hospitality  Hostess: Sue Kidder 
Angela Happel, Charlie & Maggie Thompson, 
Chris Tolarz, Jane Talbot, Kathy Tahmoush, 
Katie Tokarz, Kikki Thayer, Marsha Russo, 
Nancy Schoedler 
 

Collection Counters 
Contact Mike Eovino or Rosalie Guerin. 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

Parish Advent Retreat! 
Next Sunday, December 2nd, all are invited to 
join in our parish-wide Advent event. We will 
have some fun while learning about the season 
of Advent and its history. After Mass, we will 
have the usual Hospitality snack fare and then 
gather for the program. This is the Advent ses-
sion for our F.I.R.E. Groups as well. The ses-
sion should last for about one hour. 
 

Catholic Church Holy Days 
Holy days (of Obligation) are a vital and inte-
gral part of the life and worship of our Church 
and our parish community. The next Holy day 
occurs on December 7th & 8th—the Immacu-
late Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Our Mass will be on Friday, December 7th at 
7:00 p.m. at the Franke Home Chapel and at 
9:00 a.m. at All Saints Lutheran Church on 
Saturday, December 8th. We look forward to 
seeing you! For more information about Holy 
Days see Father Paul' s message for December 
5, 2004 in our parish website under Bulletin. 
 

Immaculate Conception Retreat 
There will be a day of recollection focusing on 
“ The Immaculate Conception”  on Saturday,  
December 8th, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at the St 
Katharine Drexel Volunteer Residence, in 
downtown Charleston (34 Wentworth St). It 
will include a lecture, discussion, Mass, Con-
fession and lunch. The cost per person is $35 
in advance and $45 at the door. To register: 
www.docvr.org or 843-884-3367 

Sunday, November  25, 2007 
 

Reading I :  2 Samuel 5:1-3 
Reading I I : Colossians 1:12-20  
Gospel:  Luke 23:35-43 
 

“ Today as we celebrate Christ the King, may we 
open the door of our heart so wide that we may 
listen to the voice of Jesus calling us to help build 
 his kingdom here on earth. 
 

In the month of November, through your gifts, the 
Society of St Vincent de Paul was able to help build 
the kingdom of God by assisting 30 families with 
Household Furniture, and an additional 19 families 
with help for utility and rent bills. Thank You!”  
 

Week of Nov. 26 – Dec. 1, 2007 
 

Mon.± Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20; Luke 21:1-4 
Tue.± Daniel 2:31-45; Luke 21:5-11 
Wed.± Daniel 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; 
 Luke 21:12-19 
Thu.± Daniel 6:12-28; Luke 21:20-28 
Fri.±  Romans 10:9-18; Matthew 4:18-22 
Sat.± Daniel 7:15-27; Luke 21:34-36 

 
 
 

“ By whatever we do, we either advance or 
obstruct the building of Christ’s Kingdom.”  

Stewardship November  17-18, 2007 
will be published next week. 

The altar flowers this Sunday are 
offered by the Mclaughlin family, in 
loving memory of Joseph Mitchell. 


