
 PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 May 27, 2007                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 
 

Today is RED SUNDAY 
Today is WHIT SUNDAY 
Today is NEW WINE DAY 
Today is HOLY SPIRIT DAY 
Today is THE FIFTIETH DAY 
Today is FIRE AND WIND DAY 
Today is MILK AND HONEY DAY 
Today is EVANGELIZATION DAY 
Today is TONGUES OF FIRE DAY 
Today is SEALING OF PASSOVER 
Today is THE FEAST OF SEVEN WEEKS 
Today is THE FEAST OF THE FIRST FRUITS 
Today is THE BIRTHDAY OF THE CHURCH 
 

Thus is this day held in honor in different cultures, in different countries all over the 
world. Today, our risen and ascended Lord pours out upon his Church the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit.  And the greatest of these is Love! 
 

There is no such thing as “ love at first sight” .  There can be attraction at first sight. 
And desire at first sight – but not love. 
 

You can only love what you know.  And to know is a journey.  It takes time.  There 
are no short cuts to really knowing and loving another person. 
 

It is exactly the same with holiness.  There is no such thing as instant holiness.  Holi-
ness is always a journey, a process, a growth.  It takes time. 
 

There is no charismatic short cut to a life of holiness.  There is no specific St. Bene-
dict’s Parish short cut to holiness. There is not a Jesuit or Carmelite or Franciscan or 
Benedictine short cut. In fact there is no short cut at all. 
 

Unfortunately, there are some Catholics who are only interested in the instant, the 
miraculous, the supernatural, the extraordinary.  Such people can very easily lose all 
interest in real spiritual growth and maturity.  They do not grow in true holiness or 
genuine love. 
 

The journey to maturity and holiness is nearly always protracted and often painful.  It 
involves following in the footsteps of Christ through his passion and death – death to 
our selves and our own illusions of “sanctity”  and what we think it should look and 
feel like.  It involves self-emptying of our own strength and importance. It involves 
being vulnerable, really in touch with our own neediness, as was Christ in his agony 
in the Garden.  Only when we are empty of self can we be filled with his Spirit, the 
Spirit that enabled Jesus to walk through his neediness to the glory beyond. In that 
glory we are united by our loving Father with his Son in his Spirit.  That is what it is 
to be truly holy.  There are no short cuts, bypassing death and dying, to arrive at 
genuine holiness. 
 

The springtime of Pentecost is a time of true growth in the Holy Spirit, in holiness of 
life, both for the Church and for us its members individually. 
 

The presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives can produce very rich fruits, but these 
fruits, most especially love, do not appear instantly. 
 

There are stages of growth. “FIRST THE BLADE, THEN THE EAR, THEN THE 
FULL GRAIN IN THE EAR” You cannot make the grain grow by pulling at its ears.  
The fruit ripens slowly, not overnight.  And this growth is always preceded by a 
death of one sort or other. 
 

It is watered by patient prayer.  It is nurtured by the Word of God in Sacred Scrip-
ture; it is fed by the liturgy.  It takes time. But it is truly wonderful when we arrive at 
our destination in the arms of God.  There we will find our lasting peace! 
 

 COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
 FILL THE HEARTS OF YOUR FAITHFUL, 
            AND ENKINDLE IN THEM THE FIRE OF YOUR LOVE! 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints 
Lutheran, and at any other time by  
appointment.  
 

Mass Intentions  
Please apply to the Parish Office to 
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there. 
 

Children’s Envelopes:  Stewardship 
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space. 
 

Active Membership in our parish is 
determined by four things: 
1. Being properly registered in the 

parish for a sufficient period of time. 
2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-

days and Holy Days. 
3. Use of the envelope system in regu-

lar support of the parish. 
4. A serious commitment to the sharing 

of one’s gifts of time and talent. 
 
  
Hospitalized/Homebound?   
Please call the Parish Center to arrange 
for prayer, anointing, communion and 
visitation if you or a loved one is hospi-
talized or  homebound. For a planned 
operation, please request the Sacrament 
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital. 
 

Communion Procedure   
The principles guiding the distribution 
of Communion in the Catholic Church 
are clearly outlined on the front inside 
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus 
invites all people of faith and good will 
to accept him into their hearts.  If age or 
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are 
still invited to approach the altar for a 
blessing.  Please indicate this to the 
Eucharistic Minister by placing your 
arms across your chest.  The Eucharist 
is offered under both species.  After 
bowing reverently and receiving the 
sacred host, you are invited to take a sip 
from the cup. 
 

St. Vincent 
de Paul 

Collection 
 
Next Saturday and Sunday, the 
1st weekend of June, we will have our 
monthly SVDP collection after each 
Mass. We provide emergency assis-
tance to the needy in the East Cooper 
area. Please be generous! 

Diocesan Office of Child 
Protection Services 

 (843) 853-2130, ext. 209 
 

 Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 
(800) 921-8122 



 Sacr isty Ministry Needs Help! 
We thank all those dedicated sacristy 
ministers who selflessly set up and tear 
down our liturgical space before and after 
mass each Sunday. Without them we 
would be lost. However, they urgently 
need reinforcements! Would you consider 
offering your services before and/or after 
mass one Sunday in four to be part of a 
team—to be part of this important parish 
ministry? You will experience our com-
munity spirit at its best as we collaborate 
in preparing our worship space. Please 
contact Joe Harkins at 881-5768. 
 

Memor ial Day Weekend 
On this Memorial Day 
weekend, let us offer our 
prayers to those who have 
given so much to defend 
and protect our freedom. 
 

Spoleto—Church Choral Concer t  
Atlanta Schola Cantorum, under the di-
rection of Jeremy Wirths, will present 
Monteverdi da capella, featuring Monte-
verdi' s Mass for Four Voices and Beatus 
Vir, at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, May 28th, at 
the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist. The 
event is free; donations are accepted. For 
more information, please call 724-8395 
 

COK-SM Par ish School News 
Our parish school is having an Annual 
Appeal and asking help from parishioners 
of the supporting parishes, who have been 
so essential to our growth and success 
since the early ‘50s. Today' s costs to 
maintain our faculty, facilities, and the 
kind of equipment necessary to run a first-
rate school have risen to a point where 
even with serious belt-tightening, we are 
facing a problem trying to keep teachers 
paid fairly, tuition rates reasonable for our 
parish families, and the general needs of 
the School. The participation of our 
school families in this effort is on the way 
to 100%! We ask you, as we' ve asked 
them, ªWon' t you help to any extent that 
you can?º  You may send your donations 
to the School at 1183 Russell Drive, Mt 
Pleasant, SC. Thank you for your support. 
 

Char leston Catholic School Jobs! 
Employment Opportunities for 2007-08 
school year: Teachers for Preschool K4 
2nd Grade, Middle School Science, 
Drama (part-time), Dance (part-time), 
First Grade Teaching Aide, and 
Maintenance worker (part-time) 
Send letter of interest and resume to: 
 

Fred McKay, Principal 
The Charleston Catholic School 
888 King Street 
Charleston, SC 29403 

Readings for  the Week of May 27th 
Sun.±  Acts 2:1-11; 
     1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,12-13; 
     John 20:19-23 
Mon.±  Sirach 17:20-24; Mark 10:17-27 
Tues.±  Sirach 35:1-12; Mark 10:28-31 
Wed.±  Sirach 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17; 
             Mark 10:32-45 
Thu.±  Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Luke 1:39-56 
Fri.±  Sirach 44:1, 9-13; Mark 11:11-26 
Sat. ±  Sirach 51:12cd-20; Mark 11:27-33 

 
 

Week of May 28-June 3, 2007 
 

Mon. 9:00 a.m.   Parish Center 
Tues. 6:30 p.m.  Planter' s Pointe- 
                                                Cotton Creek 
 (Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.) 
 Freda Wojno 
 3363 Lindner Lane              216-6221                                      
 

Wed. 10:30 a.m. Charleston National- 
Saint Andrews 

 Bob & Sandy Summers 
 3200 Heathland Way           884-1160  
 

Thurs. 9:00 a.m.                      Dunes West-
Brickfall Estates 

 Bill & Chris Conway 
 2110 Sewee Indian Court.   884-6681 
 (Please call for a gate pass.) 
 

Fri. 9:00 a.m.   Parish Center 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m.   All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.            Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4) 
 Children' s Liturgy (ages-4-6)   
 

All are invited to come and celebrate in 
the daily Masses. See the website for 
maps, any changes in the Mass schedules 
and other parish information including 
registration forms. 
 

Ministry Schedule 
 

Schedule - June 2 — Holy Tr inity Vigil 
See Sunday L iturgy 
Reading I Jim Flatley 
Reading II:  Midge Moran 
 

Ushers  Pat McKay, Susan Porinchak 
 

Cross Bearer   David Hunton 
 

Euchar istic M inisters   
Bread:  Dori Bolling 
Cup:  Corinne Bartolec, Jeanne Burke 
 
 

Schedule - June 3 - Holy Tr inity Sunday 
Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I:  Proverbs 8:22-31  
 Chrissy DiNicola 
Reading II:  Romans 5:1-5 Trent Bolling 
Gospel: John 16:12-15 
Prayers of the Faithful   Lauren DiNicola 
 

Greeters/Gift Givers  The Carpentier Family 
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration  Caroline Stoll 
 

Ushers  Bob Brimmer, Mark French, Rick 
Garcia, Paulette Joyce, Paul Kowalchick 
 

Altar  Servers   
Dalton Barfield, Hunter Stevens 
 

Cross Bearer    Jeff Peterson 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Georgia French, Chris Tokarz 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread:  Jo Dunne, Sandy Funk,  
Hampton Lee, Jane O' Brien 
Cup:  Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble, 
Joe Harkins, Peggy Harkins, Jackie Napier 
 

Nursery   
Check-in:  Dominique Lopez 
Juice:  Heather Carper 
Snack:  David & Jennifer Sumoski 
 

Hospitality  Host:  Maggie Rusciolelli 
Jane O' Brien, Tom & Linda Patten, 
Leanna Potter, Lidia Riley, Marsha Russo, 
Nancy Schoedler, Mimi Sculley, 
Kathy Tahmoush, Jane Talbot 
 

Collection Counters   
Mike Eovino, Diane Costa 

Stewardship May 19-20, 2007 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

Grocery Bag Sunday 
Next weekend, our parish will 
be collecting grocery filled 
paper bags! The items will be 
donated to the East Cooper 
Community Outreach (ECCO) 
The collection will be after Mass on Saturday 
at All Saints and on Sunday at Cario School. 
The items currently most needed are: tooth-
paste, bar soap, 1-lb packages of coffee, 2-lb 
packages of grits, jelly, Jello, cookies and 
crackers.  Bags are no longer provided be-
cause of cost.  If you prefer, you can make a 
$25.00 donation to ECCO for them to pur-
chase the grocery items.  
 

We urge all parish families to participate and 
we invite you to gather around the ECCO 
VAN for picture for the bulletin cover. We 
look forward for your support in this effort to 
help those who are in need around us! 
 
Calling New  ECCO Volunteers!!!  
WHAT IS ECCO? 
WHAT DO THEY DO? 
WHO DO THEY HELP? 
HOW CAN I HELP? 
 

These questions will be answered at ECCO' s 
monthly new volunteer inquiry on Tuesday, 
June 5th, at 11:00 a.m. in the ECCO confer-
ence room located at 1145 Six Mile Road off 
Highway 17. For more information, please 
call 849-9220. 

The altar flowers this 
Sunday are offered by 
the Allan family, in 
honor of all the members 
of the Armed Forces. 

Total Contributions $  10,498.00 

Catholic Charities        $  25.00 

Catholic Communication Campaign          $  5.00 

Our Tithe $  1,047.00 

 

 
“ There is not a great deal of merit in giving 

to God that which costs me little.”  


