SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
:%L’ MAY 13, 2007

A Message from Father Paul
All of usknow what it isto be tested. It may only be the testing of our patience when
things get difficult at home, or things go wrong at work. It may simply be the daily testing
of our love for each other when frictions and jealousies arise in our families or friendships.
But sometimes we experience a testing that goes very much deeper. A crisis. Perhapsalong
and severe crisis.

We find ourselves aone, suffering, confused, feeling deeply unhappy in some awful mental
wilderness. We may be devastated by the rejection, the criticism, the inability of othersto
accept us as we are. We may get caught up in marriage difficulties, in emotional or sexual
confusion, in complex human relationships, a mess!

We may begin to hate ourselves. Our self-confidence may be put to the test by failure and
disappointment. Black depression may bring us down; crazy temptations unnerve us.

“Will the cloud ever lift?”
“Will I ever get my life sorted out?’

Our faith too can be shaken. Our belief in aloving God can be tested to breaking point.
We can be filled with anger.

“O God, IFthereisa God,
Save my soul, IF | have asoul!”

It isat dark and terrible moments like these that we can understand all the saints who have
cried out in anguish:

“Who can know the mind of God?”’
“Who can ever fathom the will of the Most High?”

But these dark moments are precious. They are acall to true faith. Now is the time to be-
lieve that the bread of affliction, which God gives us, is far better than the bread we might
be tempted to ask for. Better to be in the wilderness of God's making than in any oasis of

our own fashioning.

God knows what he is doing with our lives. Trust him. Trust his purposes. Trust his provi-
dence. Think well of God. Only in thisway can the seed of true faith, planted in us at our
baptism, grow and mature. And it matures greatly, perhaps especially, when things go
wrong in our lives, when we are graced to meet head on the challenge of things going
wrong according to our lights, rather than pretending they do not exist, rather than blaming
others for our misfortunes and saying “Poor me!”.

“He will not break the crushed reed.”
“He will not quench the wavering flame.”

Be glad, be at peace, asthis promise of God is proclaimed over our lives at the liturgy to-
day, and at this Easter season.

Most of us know al about the Way of the Cross— our Cross! During Lent we join our
crosses with that of Christ aswe walk the 14 Lenten Stations of the Cross. However, not
many of us know of the 14 Stations of the Resurrection — THE WAY OF LIGHT.

The“Way of Light” isarelatively “new” devotion, The 14 Stations are set out with medita-
tionsand prayers to accompany them. They are:
Christ rises from the dead.

The disciples find the empty tomb.
Christ appears to Mary Magdalene.
Christ appears on the road to Emmaus.
Christ breaks the bread at Emmaus.
Christ appears in the upper room.
Christ breaths on the disciples.

Christ speaks to Thomas.

Christ appears at Lake Tiberius.

10. Christ gives Peter the Primacy.

11. Christ sends out the disciples.

12. Christ ascendsinto heaven.

13. Mary praysfor the Holy Spirit.

14. Christ sendsthe Holy Spirit.

We all know about and celebrate the 40 days of Lent. Not everybody knows that Easter isa
50 day Holy Season. We would do well to meditate on the 14 Stations of Light during this
joyful time. If you would like the text to assist you, this can be downloaded from the inter-
net. Go to www.aodonline.org /Prayers & Reflection/ Stations of the Resurrection.
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Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital.

A Letter From the Bishop
Dear Friendsin Christ,

As we celebrate the 41% World Communi-
cations Day 2007, Pope Benedict XVI has
asked the Church to focus on the influ-
ence that the media has on a very special
group -our children. As faithful members
of the Church, we are called to make
media choices that support radio and TV
programming that enriches and nourishes
the faith of our children.

The Catholic Communication Campaign
and our diocesan office produce a variety
of programming that educates, entertains,
and inspires the faithful. | ask that you
review what is offered each week and
make informed choices that will nurture
the faith of your family members. Thereis
something for every age group. Please
visit

www. CatholicCommunicationCampaign.org
and see all the programming that the
CCC hasto offer. Don’t miss this;: CCC-
TV (on the Web site) now offers daily
reflections on the Mass readings, inter-
views and inspiring stories of faith in
action. The TV special, Picturing Maty,
has been airing on public television be-
ginning in December 2006. Lenten Re-
flections are available during the Lenten
season.

Your donation to the collection on May
20, 2007 is crucial and much appreci-
ated. This collection is the ONLY national
collection in which fifty percent of each
donation will be used by our diocese for
local programming and projects includ-
ing the Official Internet site of the Catho-
lic Diocese of Charleston, the annual
Diocesan Directory, award-winning pub-
lications and an e-mail/fax network with
all Catholic parishesin the state.

The Good News must be part of our busy
lives. | urge you to support the Catholic
Communication Campaign, to make the
Good News part of your daily life .

Faithfully yoursin Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston

(The envelope for this collection
isin the May packet.)

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of May 14-20, 2007

Mon. 10:30 a.m. Franke at Seaside
Tues. 6:30 p.m.  Brickyard+tBoone Grove
(Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.)
Larry Moran
1200 Wynnwood Court ~ 884-6961
Wed. 9:00 am. Park West-Coatbridge
Anne Callery
3447 Toomer Kiln Circle 971-1047

Thurs. NO MASS

Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Carioin Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children’s Liturgy (ages-4-6)
All areinvited to come and celebrate in
the daily Masses. See the website for
maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - May 19 —Saturday Vigil M ass
Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Midge Moran
Reading |1 Suzanne Catanzarite
Ushers LindaKoch, Pat McKay
CrossBearer Kevin Carpentier

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Bab Little

Cup: GeorgiaHazelton, Marilee Little

Schedule - May 20 - Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Acts1:1-11 Christina Hensch
Reading II: Ephesians1:17-23  Jim Phillips
Gospel: Luke 24:46-53

Prayers of the Faithful Sue Hensch

Greeterg/Gift Givers The Jacksa Family
Guedt/Visitor Registration Leo Albano

Ushers Bob Brimmer, Dom Del Grosso,
Terry Gray, Paulette Joyce, Paul Kowalchick
Altar Servers

Courtney Hensch, Melissa Hensch

CrossBearer Georgia French

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Paula Borgesen, Cathy Gough

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Drew Burrichter, Peggy Harkins,
Hampton Lee

Cup: Mindy Carroll, Jo Dunne, Sandy Funk,
Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble, Joe Harkins

Nursery
Juice: Traci Peters

Snack: Mary Clifford

Jill Peterson

Hospitality Host: Susan Kidder

Cathy Gough, Tina Grady, Sarah Harold,
Catherine Horan, Peggy Klimecki,

Rebecca Lee, Mercedes Livreri, SonjaLong
Collection Counters

Mike Catanzarite, Anne Callery

Reqgister for Vacation Bible School

Lectors Retreat & Training

Children ages 3 (potty trained) to 11 are
welcometo join us for afun, spirit-filled
Vacation Bible School, in partnership
with All Saints Lutheran Church. It will
be held June 18 - 22 from 9:00 am. to
noon at All Saints Lutheran Church, off
of Highway 17 next to the Crab House.
We will also be looking for volunteers
who have completed a VIRTUS training
workshop and the screening process.
Registration will be after both Masses
next weekend, May 19 & 20, and the
weekend of May 26 & 27. If you have
any questions, please call Sandy Funk at
971-1486.

Sacristy Ministry Needs Help!

We thank all those dedicated sacristy
ministers who selflessly set up and tear
down our liturgical space before and after
mass each Sunday. Without them we
would be lost. However, they urgently
need reinforcements! Would you consider
offering your services before and/or after
mass one Sunday in four to be part of a
team—to be part of thisimportant parish
ministry? Y ou will experience our com-
munity spirit at its best as we collaborate
in preparing our worship space. Please
contact Joe Harkins at 881-5768.

COK-SM Parish School News

Our parish school is having an Annual
Appeal and asking help from parishioners
of the supporting parishes, who have been
so essential to our growth and success
since the early ‘50s. Today’s coststo
maintain our faculty, facilities, and the
kind of equipment necessary to run afirst-
rate school have risen to a point where
even with serious belt-tightening, we are
facing a problem trying to keep teachers
paid fairly, tuition rates reasonable for our
parish families, and the general needs of
the School. The participation of our
school familiesin this effort is on the way
to 100%! We ask you, as we've asked
them, 2Won't you help to any extent that
you can? Y ou may send your donations
to the School at 1183 Russell Drive, Mt
Pleasant, SC. Thank you for your support.

Charleston Catholic School Jobs!

The Lectors' Training & Retreat will be held
on Saturday, May 19, from 8:30 am. to noon.
It will be held jointly with lectors from All
Saints Lutheran Church at their church. This
meeting is mandatory asit serves asthe train-
ing workshop for al lectors as we go forth in
fulfilling our mission to “ Contribute to the
liturgy by proclaiming the Word of God in a
joyful, spirit-filled, reverent manner.” Itis
also agreat sharing and learning opportunity!
For more information, contact Midge Moran
at 906-0059 or midgemoran@comcast.net.

VIRTUS Training

If you will be helping in the joint Vacation

Bible School with All Saints and in the

following ministries: Child Care/Nursery,

Children’s Liturgy of the Word,

Eucharistic Minister, St. Benedict Home

Visitor, FIRE Facilitator, Youth-Adult Leader,

and have not completed the required VIRTUS

training, you may attend any one of the

following:

® Tuesday, May 29, 7:00 p.m. (Thisisthe
last local class prior to Vacation Bible
School.)

® Tuesday, June 26, 7:00 p.m.

(Blessed Sacrament in West Ashley)

Toinquire, please call Blessed Sacrament

Church at (843) 556-0801.

Toregister in any of the VIRTUS classes, or

find other locations, go to: www.virtus.org.

The atar flowers this Sunday

are offered by the Mullane

family, in honor of Jane Feely;

and by Kevin O’Brien, in
honor of his mother, Jane O’ Brien. May the
blessing of the Lord be upon all motherson
this special day. Happy Mothers Day!

Readingsfor the Week of May 13"
Sun.x Acts 15:1-2, 22-29;
Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23;
John 14:23-29
Mon.x Acts 1:15-17, John 15:9-17
Tues.+ Acts 16:22-34, John 16:5-11
Wed.+ Acts17:15+22, 18:1, John 16:12-15
Thu.x Acts 18:1-8; John 16:16-20
Fri.x Acts 18:9-18; John 16:20-23
Sat. + Acts 18:23-28; John 16:23b-28

Employment Opportunities for 2007-08
school year: Teachers for Preschool K4,
2nd Grade, Middle School Science,
Drama (part-time), Dance (part-time),
First Grade Teaching Aide, and
Maintenance worker (part-time)

Send letter of interest and resume to:
Fred McKay, Principal

The Charleston Catholic School

888 King Street

Charleston, SC 29403

“Peace | leave with you; my peace
| givetoyou. Not asthe world gives
dol giveittoyou.” John 14:27

Stewardship May 5—6, 2007
Total Contributions $9,509.92
Qur Tithe $950.99

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




