FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
:%L’ MAY 6, 2007

A Message from Father Paul
The new life of the risen Lord comes to usin any number of different ways, and we are still
celebrating it in all its forms with thanksgiving during this Eastertide.
One remarkable form of new life we are experiencing in our parish isto be found in our
ecumenical relations with our brothers and sisters of the All Saints Lutheran Church com-
munity. We are greatly blessed by their generous outpouring of hospitality towards us.
They have been free with granting the use of their beautiful sanctuary each week, and also
allowing us the use of their facilities for meetings and workshops.

It has been atrue blessing that we have been able to pray together at ecumenical services
for Thanksgiving and in celebration of Church Unity Week, and it has been ajoy to have
our Stations of the Cross in the Lutheran Church, and to have Pastor Matt Moye and Pastor
Russell Peek each lead the service at different times, as together we walk through the pas-
sion, death and resurrection of the Lord each Friday during Lent.

It was typically generous of Pastor Matt and his community to open their doors to us for the
reception in connection with my jubilee celebrations in January — and invasion that at times
must have caused them to hold their breath, wondering what on earth would be happening
next, and if they would ever emerge with their livesintact, to say nothing of their buildings!
It was so good to have members of the All Saints community working on the various or-
ganizational committees for the event, and an especial joy for me to have both Pastors and
the Chairman of their parish council, their wives and various other members of the Lu-
theran community taking part in the celebratory Mass in Cario School on that occasion.
What generosity! Thisistruly life-giving for us.

But this new life — the flowering friendship between our two communities - is not given us
to hold on to in a self-absorbed comfortable way. It has, like all God' s gifts been given to
us to nurture and help to blossom in new ways for God' s glory and for the devel opment of
this part of his Kingdom here in Mount Pleasant. This friendship is the seed ground from
which we can pray for and expect all sorts of shoots of new life to grow. The ground needs
to be aerated and carefully tended to produce this new life.

This growing friendship and cooperation is very challenging for us al, if we are to hold this
gift in stewardship as we hold all God' s gifts. Both Pastor Matt and | are concerned to have
real meaningful dialogue, drawing in our multifaceted giftedness, so that together we might
bring out the very best of each community and each tradition for the enrichment of usall.
And so together we will be better able to serve and spread the Good News to those around
us.

A beginning has been made. Two Sundays ago, Pastor Matt invited Pastor Russell and six
key members of their leadership team together with Lisa Cottingham, Drew Burrichter, Bill
Meyer, Mark Dickson, Brian Cuddy and myself to have dinner at his home, in his beautiful
garden. We had a great time together getting to know each other in more than a passing
way. After dinner we were each invited to bring forward ideas for our future development
on ajoint basis. There were so many and varied ideas that it was decided to go about this
in amore structured way by creating four exploratory groups of members of both congrega-
tions to examine possibilities for joint endeavor in the areas of liturgy, education, outreach
and youth to start with. Thiswill involve more parishioners from both communitiesin the
process of discerning what might be possible when we think creatively and outside our de-
nominational boxesto see what the Lord might have in store for us, and how we might at-
tain his gift. It isour hope that the offerings of these groups will show us away forward as
we grow in love and unity.

One project emerged form our initial meeting as a“must” for immediate implementation —
our working together on ajoint VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. Thisisscheduled to take
place at All Saints this summer from June 18" to June 22™. Sandy Funk has undertaken to
coordinate our effort with that of All Saints who are aready up and running with the plan-
ning. Shewill be looking for volunteers of all sortsto help with this thoroughly worthwhile
project, and | sincerely hope that they will be forthcoming! (It will be necessary for al vol-
unteers who will have anything to do with the children to have completed a VIRTUS train-
ing workshop and the Diocesan Screening process. These can still be arranged before the
beginning of the Bible School).

THERE WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY TO REGISTER YOUR CHILDREN FOR THIS
EVENT AFTER MASS ON SATURDAY 19TH AND SUNDAY 20TH MAY AT All
SAINTS CHURCH AND CARIO SCHOOL.

Our St. Benedict Parish Ecumenical Mission Statement commits us to “ do together what-
ever we do not actually have to do apart”. The opportunities are legion. Please pray that
we be given the love without fear, and the generosity of heart that will open us to embrace
these opportunities with the joy of real Easter People.

A Letter From the Bishop
My Dear Brothersand Sstersin Christ,

The Church in the Diocese of Charleston
is dynamic and full of the life of the Holy
Spirit. Each year at thistime, | reflect on
all the blessings that have been bestowed
on our diocese. At the sametime, the
Church is also sensitive to those whose
needs are the greatest among us - the sick
the dying, those imprisoned, the elderly
and any others whom society tends to
overlook. The Church, as any mother
would, extends herself with a loving em-
brace toward those most vulnerable and
seeks to comfort and to provide solace to
them.

Mother's Day has traditionally been the
timein our diocese when | ask you to join
me - as Church - in extending ourselves
to support those most in need through the
work of our Diocesan Catholic Charities
office. Catholic Charitiesis designed, not
to replace the local works of charit) that
are the part of the life of each and every
parish of our diocese, but to identify
where there are serious needs that are
best addressed on a diocesan level. It
seeks to assist people, where possible, in
attaining long-term improvementsin their
lives or else in eliminating the most acute
distress they face.

This year, Catholic Charities will embark
on a number of new initiatives which are
in need of your assistance. First among
these will be the coordination of all
prison ministries in the diocese which
will be carried out from the newly-
established office operating in the Low
Country deanery - the only deanery until
now without a Catholic Charities pres-
ence. In the Coastal deanery, efforts have
just begun to serve the ports of Charles-
ton and the seafarers who come there and
who seek a friendly face in a place far
from home and family. In the Upstate
region, our Senior Care Program, begun
this past year, seeks to expand its service
of matching volunteerswith elderly per-
sons who live alone and could go weeks
without someone to speak to. In the Mid-
lands, the work among the homel ess will
continue but with hopes of expanding in
new and creative ways t( address the
needs of those whose hope has often run
out. And in the Pee Dee, efforts are un-
derway to develop interventions among
the young who find themselves in vulner-
able situation because of family problems
of onekind or another. But all of these
works of charity are done only through a
partnership with you - the generous peo-
ple of our diocese.

| ask for your support for thisministry. |

will hold your needsin my prayers, and
ask that you dc the same for me.

Sncerely yoursin Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston

(The envelope for this collection
isin the May packet.)

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of May 7-13, 2007

Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Tues. 6:30 p.m. Park West+Arlington
(Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.)
Trent & Dori Bolling
2207 Andover Way 388-9969
Wed. 9:00 am. Dunes West-Darts Pointe
Gene & Elaine McLaughlin
2388 Darts Cove Way 849-2271
(Please call for a gate pass.)
Thurs. 9:00 am. Dunes West-
The Woodlands
Bob & Marilee Little
3454 Shagbark Circle
(Please call for agate pass.)
Fri.. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages-4-6)
All areinvited to come and celebrate in
the daily Masses. See the website for
maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

971-0458

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - May 12 —Saturday Vigil Mass
Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Drew Burrichter
Reading |1 Fred Koch

Ushers (Please contact Terry Gray.)
CrossBearer Wynn Harding
Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: AnnWhalen
Cup: Jeanne Burke, Karen Thesing

Schedule - May 13 - Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29
Araba Appiagyei-Dankah
Reading II: Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23
Jean Sullivan

Gospel: John 14:23-29

Prayers of the Faithful Dolores Vogel
Greeterg/Gift Givers The Demo Family
Guest/Visitor Registration Kathy Eovino

Ushers Rick Garcia, Hedy Hodge,
Pat McKay, Jeff Peterson, Norm Russell

Altar Servers
Brennan McDavid, Drayton Rutherford

CrossBearer Sandy Funk

Children’sLiturgy of the Word

Lori Gerding, Margaret Riggs
Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Kevin Carpentier, Jim Stott,

Joe Nesbitt, Caroline Stoll

Cup: Judy Gilman, Maryann Russell,
Terry Gray, Midge Moran, Jane O'Brien,
Jim Stott

Nursery (Please contact Leanna Potter.)
Juice: Jeremy & LisaRingwald
Hospitality Host: LuciaRutherford
Randy Cooper, David Funk, Fred Gamble,
Rex Gerding, Rich Gonzales, John Hakim

Coallection Counters
Rosalie Guerin, Carlos & Jennifer Roe

Sacristy Ministry Needs Help!

We thank all those dedicated sacristy
ministers who selflessly set up and tear
down our liturgical space before and after
mass each Sunday. Without them we
would be lost. However, they urgently
need reinforcements! Would you consider
offering your services before and/or after
mass one Sunday in four to be part of a
team—to be part of thisimportant parish
ministry? Y ou will experience our com-
munity spirit at its best as we collaborate
in preparing our worship space.

Please contact Joe Harkins at 881-5768 or
scnetracer @bell south.net. He is waiting
to hear from youl.

VIRTUS Training

If you will be helping in the joint
Vacation Bible School with All Saints
and in the following ministries:

Child Care/Nursery

Children's Liturgy of the Word
Eucharistic Minister

St. Benedict Home Visitor

FIRE Facilitator

Y outh-Adult Leader

and have not completed the required
VIRTUS training, you may attend any
one of the following:

® Tuesday, May 29, 7:00 p.m.

® Tuesday, June 26, 7:00 p.m.

(Blessed Sacrament in West Ashley)
Toinquire, please call Blessed Sacrament
Church at (843) 556-0801.

Toregister in any of the VIRTUS classes,
go to: www.virtus.org.

Please make an effort to have this very
important requirement as volunteersin
our parish ministries.

Young Parishioners

Volunteer Opportunities

We would like to invite our newly
confirmed young parishioners to
volunteer their time and talent in the
following ministries:

Archives, Communications, Gardening,
Maintenance/Repairs, Parish Events,
Secretarial/Special Projects, Hospitality,
Liturgical/Receptions, Ushers, Lector,
Altar Guild, Altar Servers, Cleaning,
Music, Sacristy, Ushers, Prayer Group,
Liturgical Arts - (Design, Set-up, Floral)
Scripture Reflection, Outreach,

Habitat for Humanity, Y outh Ministry

Newcomers are welcome!
Every other Saturday at 8:30 am., Parish
Center. We will meet next on May 12",

First Communion Celebrants
Congratulations to our young parishioners
who celebrated First Communion today:

Gavin Alberghini
Hadley Carper
Alec Catanzarite
Harrison Dahabi
Blake Ellis

Mary Harold
Justin Hauser
Benjamin Lyons
Michael Mullane
Jenna Peterson
Samantha Rife
Madeline Ringewald
Kyle Thayer
Madeline Turcotte
Charlievan Vliet
Sam Weis

We ask for God' s blessings on them, their
family, and their mentors.

Eucharistic Ministers' Retr eat

The day of Recollection meeting for ALL
Eucharistic Ministers will be held on May
12", from 10:00 am. to 12:00 noon, at the
Parish Center (1280 15-Mile Landing Rd. in
Awendaw). This meeting is mandatory asit is
the training workshop for new Eucharistic
ministers, and for all returning Eucharistic
ministers to examine their hearts and minds on
their commitment to the ministry' s mission to
“ Be devout and reverent as we help distribute
the Eucharist at Mass and to the sick and
housebound after Mass.”

For more information, please call Burt Carlin
at 849-0191 or 343-3746.

The atar flowers this Sunday
are offered by the Hauser and
Thayer families, in honor of
all the First Communicants.

Readingsfor the Week of May 6"

Sun.t Acts 14:21-27; Revelation 21:1-5a,
John 13:31-333, 34-35

Mon.+ Acts 14:5-18, John 14:21-26
Tues.+ Acts 14:19-28, John 14:27-31a
Wed.+ Acts 15:1+6, John 15:1-8
Thu.t Acts 15:7-21; John 15:9-11
Fri.x Acts 15:22-31; John 15:12-17
Sat. + Acts 16:1-10; John 15:18-21

“To beafollower of the Lord
isto be a giver, to share from all
the abundant blessings we have received.”

Stewardship April 28—29, 2007

Total Contributions $8,506.01
Catholic Home Missions $20.00
Qur Tithe $848.60

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




