
 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 MARCH 25, 2007                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

The search for the real self is central to the Lenten journey.  How are we doing with finding 
the real self within? 
 

Lent stirs up within us a strange unsolicited desire.  There are intimations of a journey to be 
made, a river to be crossed, a hill to be climbed.  Beyond “giving up something for Lent”  a 
deeper echo reminds us of a waiting desert and something tells us that this is a dangerous 
place to go! 
 

We resist the call into the desert of our own depths.  We fear further hurt by unknown demons 
in the baron places.  We rightly suspect that our wounds are deeper than we think – and often 
hitched to each other all the way back to childhood. It truly is the uncomfortable way we 
would rather not go. But something tells us it is necessary. 
 

Each time we embark on our Lenten journey together, there are those who are determined that 
there will be no inner exploring, no revisiting of past hurts, no “digging” .  “Keep it light!”  we 
hear them call.  Yet only by exposing our own woundedness and fragility can we hope to tap 
into the hope that lies in the depth of our being and experience the healing power of God. 
This is what Lent is all about. We have to live through our brokenness instead of just thinking 
it through, Henri Nouwen tells us.  “ It is better to feel your wounds deeply than to understand 
them….to let your wounds go down into your heart.  Then you can live them through and 
discover that they will not destroy you. Your heart is greater than your wounds!”  
 

But we cover up the hurts of our hearts with the bandages of the mind, we bury our emotions 
and think they are dead.  We forget that our presence and our personalities are profoundly 
influenced and shaped by these underground and often violent realities. We live and act out of 
the invisible shadow-world that turns silently within us.  Pain needs light.  Nothing heals in 
the dark!  A spiritual writer once said “When the heart is cut or cracked or broken, do not 
clutch it, let the wound lie open: let the wind of the good old sea blow in to bathe the wound 
with salt – and let it sting. This is a tough message. 
 

The scars of Jesus, inside and out, were always there for all to see.  He let Mary Magdalene 
wash them, Thomas touch them, his mother hold them.  He openly wept, openly cursed, 
openly blessed.  He mourned losses with others, he was angry in a crowded temple.  He car-
ried his cross in public places.  His was a transparent life. And it cost.  He was always dying 
so as to achieve that state. Nothing less will do for us. 
 

Lent perennially pursues the goal of authenticity.  The issue is not one of being sinless or per-
fect – but of being self-aware and integrated.  Jesus had no trouble with life’s “ failures” , those 
lost on the margins, or locked in their bad habits. It was for them that he came. It was with the 
hypocrites that he lost his temper.  The question that Lent, the season of truth, asks is: “how 
much reality about yourself can you bear?”  Are you aware of your ambiguous motives, your 
rampant ego, your inner envy, your urge to power –  your maneuvering to be center stage?  
Most of us try to live the Christian life without ever entering those raw and searing cellars of 
our own unbearable darkness.  The avoidance is easy, but costly.  Beyond the surface habits 
of passionless piety there is the fierce intensity about Lent that relentlessly examines the in-
tegrity of our innermost heart. 
 

We for ever endeavor to short-circuit the relentless call of Christ.  We want to equate the in-
crease in our religious behavior during Lent with growth in holiness. There is however no 
cheap grace.  We can weave the notion of Jesus’  suffering and death into coats of many col-
ors, we can sing and ritualize “The Washing of the Feet”  and “The Seven Last Words”  – but 
we are truly lost if we think that these rites alone will ever save our souls! Worship without 
sacrifice is worthless.  So is ritual without painful, personal surrender. 
 

In our mistaking of the outward ego for the inner essence, we are unknowingly denying our-
selves the possibility for any radical conversion.  We need to find the courage to face the aw-
ful emptiness and nothingness of our lives behind the masks and performances, even the holi-
est ones.  How hard this is to do! 
 

It is a Lenten grace when we are able to hold within us, as Jesus did, the tension of the para-
doxes of our lives.  The greater the soul, the greater the shadow.  Lent teaches us that we must 
befriend that shadow, even at great personal cost. Otherwise we carry no transforming reso-
nance and we become inauthentic within ourselves and empty before others, and can even 
feel false before God. 
 

In Lent we grow by dying.  There is no other way.  In this dying we recognize the false face 
we have grown so used to, the daily lies we tell, the thoughts of deception that crowd our 
minds, the infidelities we do not commit only because we might get caught, the lovelessness 
of our minds parading as shallow compassion, or collusion with conformity, our fear of 
beauty and big dreams. Only when we squarely face our inner reality can we be saved. But 
God is with us all the way, to hold us up and bring us home. 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints 
Lutheran, and at any other time by  
appointment.  
 

Mass Intentions  
Please apply to the Parish Office to 
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there. 
 

Children’s Envelopes:  Stewardship 
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship 
space. 
 

Active Membership in our parish is 
determined by four things: 
1. Being properly registered in the 

parish for a sufficient period of 
time. 

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days. 

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish. 

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one’s gifts of time and talent. 

  
Hospitalized/Homebound?   
Please call the Parish Center to arrange 
for prayer, anointing, communion and 
visitation if you or a loved one is hospi-
talized or  homebound. For a planned 
operation, please request the Sacrament 
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal. 
 

Communion Procedure   
The principles guiding the distribution 
of Communion in the Catholic Church 
are clearly outlined on the front inside 
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus 
invites all people of faith and good will 
to accept him into their hearts.  If age or 
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are 
still invited to approach the altar for a 
blessing.  Please indicate this to the 
Eucharistic Minister by placing your 
arms across your chest.  The Eucharist 
is offered under both species.  After 
bowing reverently and receiving the 
sacred host, you are invited to take a sip 
from the cup. 
 

 
When you welcome a new baby into 

your home, we also would like to wel-
come your newest family member to 

our St. Benedict community. 
 

We will arrange to come and take a 
photo of your baby to be displayed at 
Church and to publish a notice of our 

newest arrival in this bulletin. 
 

Please notify Jane & George O’Brien 
by calling 971-1818. 

Diocesan Office of Child 
Protection Services 

 (843) 853-2130, ext. 209 
 

 Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 
(800) 921-8122 



How Are We Doing In 
Our Lenten Journey?  

 

¨  Scr ipture Reflection 
Monday, March 26th, 6:00 p.m., 
Bill & Lynn Meyer (856-4095) 
James Basford Place 
Park West-Wheatstone 

 

¨  Soup Supper  &  Reflection 
We continue on Tuesday after the 
6:30 p.m. Mass... Answering the 
question ªWhat am I doing for Lent 
this year about…?º 
 

My Health—March 27 
(Leaders: Bill & Chris Conway) 
 

My Mission—Apr il 3 
(Leader: Anne Medio) 

 

¨  Stations of the Cross 
Friday, March 30th, 6:30 p.m. 
All Saints Lutheran 
 
 
 

Men’s Group 
Newcomers are welcome! If you are in-
terested in joining, please feel free to 
come on Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m. at 
the Parish Center.  We meet every other 
Saturday and will be meeting next on 
March 31st. 
 
MOMS Retreat 
The Christ Our King and St. Benedict' s 
yearly MOMS retreat will be on the 
weekend of June 9-10 at Camp St. Chris-
topher' s in Seabrook Island. Anyone in-
terested please contact Cathy Gough by 
Wednesday March 28th at 849-6867 or 
ctgough@bellsouth.net.     
 
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
Christ Our King-Stella Maris School is 
pleased to announce that it will accept 
applications for its newly established Sis-
ter Stella Maris Craven Scholarship.  The 
Scholarship is intended for a deserving 
student, who, together with his or her 
family, has a sincere interest in the envi-
ronment offered by Christ Our King- 
Stella Maris School, and for whom the 
Scholarship would make attending the 
school financially possible.  In addition to 
a strong interest in studies and a good 
character, the ideal applicant will, by cul-
ture and heritage, add to the diversity of 
Christ Our King-Stella Maris School.  
Applicants must be in grades Kindergar-
ten through Seven for the 2007-2008 aca-
demic year.  The deadline is April 30 for 
submitting the application forms which 
may be obtained from Christ Our King 
Church, Stella Maris Church, St. Benedict 
Church, or from the School. 

Readings for  the Week of March 25 
Sun.± Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11; 
          John 11:1-45 
Mon.± Isaiah 7:10-14, 8:10; Hebrew 10:4-10 
           Luke 1:26-38 
Tues.± Numbers 21:4-9; John 8:21-30 
Wed.± Deuteronomy 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; 
 John 8:31-42 
Thu.± Genesis 17:3-9; John 8:51-59 
Fri.± Jeremiah 20:10-13; John 10:31-42 
Sat. ± Ezekiel 37:21-28; John 11:45-56 

 
 
 
 
 

Week of March 26—Apr il 1, 2007 
 

Mon. 9:00 a.m.               Parish Center 
 

Tues. 6:30 p.m. Dunes West-Wagner Pointe 
 James & Mary Clifford 
 2425 Wagner Creek Court   971-3780 
 (Please call for a gate pass.) 
 (After  Mass, please join us for 
  Soup Supper  &  Discussion.) 
 

Wed. 9:00 a.m.      Dune West-Darts Pointe 
 John & Angela Demo 
 4468 Downing Place           849-7994 
 (Please call for a gate pass.) 
 

Thurs. 9:00 a.m. Dunes West-Brickfall Estates 
 Bill & Chris Conway 
 2110 Sewee Indian Court    884-6681 
 (Please call for a gate pass.) 
 

Fri. 9:00 a.m.               Parish Center 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m.   All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.            Cario in Park West 
 Passion/Palm Sunday 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)  
 Children' s Liturgy (ages 4-6) 

 
Ministry Schedule 

 

Schedule - March 31 —Palm Sunday Vigil 
 

Scr ipture Readings—See Sunday L iturgy 
 

Reading I:   Suzanne Catanzarite 
Reading II:  Caroline Stoll 
Passion:   Drew Burrichter 
 

Ushers   
Dennis D' Annunzio, Susan Porinchak 
 

Cross Bearer   Lisa Cottingham 
 

Euchar istic M inisters   
Bread:  Ann Whalen 
Cup:  Corinne Bartolec, Pauline Sullivan 
 

Schedule - Apr il 1 - Palm Sunday L iturgy 
 

Scr ipture Readings 
 

Gospel at the Procession: Luke 19:28-40 
Reading I: Isaiah 50:4-7 
 Araba Appiagyei-Dankah 
Reading II: Philippians 2:6-11 Wynn Harding 
Passion:  Luke 22:14-23:56          Jim Phillips 
Prayers of the Faithful    Midge Moran 
 

Greeters/Gift Givers The Foster Family 
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration  Sue Gonzales 
 

Ushers  Mindy Carroll, Barb Gamble, 
Fred Gamble, Terry Gray, Jeff Peterson 
 

Altar  Servers   
Dalton Barfield, Parker Barfield 
 

Cross Bearer   Wendy Albano 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Cindi Van Meir, Amy King 
 

Euchar istic M inisters   
Bread: Mary Helen Gammon, 
Barbara Miracky, Maggie Rusciolelli 
Cup: Joe Harkins, Anne Medio,  
Jackie Napier, Norm Napier,  
Joe Nesbitt, Jane O' Brien 
 

Nursery Leo Albano, Ana McClure 
Juice: Ruthann Schwinn 
Snack: Amanda McAdams 
 

Collection Counters  
Mike Eovino, Diane Costa 

 
 
 

“ Stewardship is based on the spiritual 
principles of the Old Testament and the 

teachings of Jesus; and where it has been 
implemented, both givers’  and receivers’  

lives have been changed.”  

Total Contributions  $ 8,788.00 

Stewardship March 17-18, 2007 

Our Tithe   $ 853.20 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

Passion/Palm Sunday 
Celebration  
 

¨  Please remember to bring 
large or small branches of 
palm or greenery for next 
Saturday, March 31st & Sunday, April 1st.  
They need to be our own branches. 
Therefore palm branches are not provided 
by the Church. 

 

¨  The Passion/Palm Sunday celebration 
begins inside the hallway in All Saints, 
and outside at Cario. As we process in-
side into church, we will wave the palm 
branches or other greenery as a symbol of 
our fidelity to Christ. We will take them 
home to keep as reminders of our com-
mitment until Ash Wednesday 2008.  

 

¨  During the Sunday, April 1st celebration, 
the Children' s Liturgy of the Word will 
be held in the far end of the room where 
the nursery is. Children will be asked to 
immediately process there on entering the 
building while their parents will process 
into the body of the church as usual. 

 

¨  So we may depart church in a reflective 
mood, we will not have our usual sharing 
of refreshments after Mass. 

 

Translations: March 29, 7pm at ECCO 
All are invited to the next session which is a 
continuation of “ The Catholic Church and its 
view on Science & Technology” . The subtop-
ics to be discussed are: 
Intelligent Design vs. Evolution 
Stem Cell Research 
End of Life Considerations 

Confirmation Candidates       $ 2.00 

Catholic Relief Services     $ 256.00 


