THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 11, 2007
A Message from Father Paul
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As part of our celebration of Lent each year, we gather on Tuesday evenings for Mass,
soup and bread supper, followed by some input by a speaker on a Lenten theme and a discus-
sion. Last Tuesday, Mark Foster led usin a discussion about Lent and work. The week be-
fore, | led adiscussion on the traditional ingredients of our Lenten observance: Prayer, Fast-
ing and Alms-giving.

“Why do we go in for Lenten discipline in the first place?’ was my opening gambit, and the
discussion took off from there. | never got to the rest of my prepared remarks. It wasavery
enlightening discussion, and | believe we all learned a great deal.

The discussion began with one of the members of the group explaining that he did Lenten
penances, observed the discipline, as something he could do for Jesus, that he might
“empathize” with him in some small way as he suffered so lovingly for us to atone for our
sins. Various members of the group identified with thisrational also. | had to admit to being
quite bowled over by thisresponse. | had not considered this approach at all for years, and
hearing it now seemed completely foreign to me.

On further reflection since then, | realize that there are many good and holy people who hold
this view of, and motivation for Lent. It isabeautiful vision of what it isall about. Having
said that, such a view is supported nowhere in Sacred Scripture. Nor isit what the Church
puts before us in the Sacred Liturgy for Lent, which it refers to as “this joyful season when
we prepare to celebrate the Pascal mystery with mind and heart renewed”.

(Taken from the 1st Lenten Preface to the Canon of the Mass).

During Lent, the Prayers we say at Mass day by day are among the oldest and most deeply
rooted in the tradition of the Church. There are different ones for each day. They have been
in constant use for well over 1500 years. All of them, in one way or other reecho the prayer
with which we began our Lenten journey on Ast(wj Wednesday:
Lord,
Protect usin our struggle against evil.
As we begin the discipline of Lent,
make this day holy by our self denial.

On thefirst Sunday of Lent we are given to pray:
Lord our God,
you formed man from the clay of the earth
and breathed into him the spirit of life.
But he turned from your face and sinned.
In this time of repentance,
we call out for your mercy.
Bring us back to you
and to the life your son has won for us
by his death on the cross.

On the second Sunday of Lent we have:
God our Father,
help us to hear your Son.
Enlighten us with your word,
that we may find our way to your glory.

The emphasisin the Liturgy is not so much on what we do for Jesus as on our turning, con-
verting, and repenting of our ways so that he can heal us of al that keeps us away from unity
with him, the Risen Lord, whom we celebrate at Easter. In thisit faithfully reflects the con-
stant call of Jesus and the apostles in Sacred Scripture for us to repent and believe the good
news.

Inthisview, our redoubled efforts at prayer and our cheerful undertaking of penances are
aimed at attuning ourselves to the word of God. God’s word will make us pliable enough to
learn new and life-giving ways that lead us to the celebration of the resurrection and eternal
lifethat is God' s gift to us all - if we will but turn and accept it!

No, the crucifixion is not the highlight of our celebration of Lent and Easter. It isthe resur-
rection and new life that we celebrate. It may be the new life of those who have been bap-
tized at the Easter Vigil that we celebrate. It may be a new or renewed insight into the life of
Christ within us. We may be called to celebrate the eternal life that will be the reward of
those of us who will pass from this earthly life and be called to the Lord with the good thief in
paradise. In thisjourney, the crossis an indispensable aly, as we pick it up behind Jesus and
learn frlc;:cn him how to carry our Lenten burden, through death to self, to our own resurrection
to new life.

I invite us all to listen carefully as the Lenten Scriptures are proclaimed, and the
Church’s Prayers are declaimed for us at Mass. Let us pray them with fervor and make
them our own, that the Lord may lead us to Easter glory in our lives with him.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of on€ s gifts of time and talent.

A Letter From the Bishop:
Dear Friendsin Christ,

In the story of the Last Judgment, Jesus
reminds us to care for those in need. If
we ignore those who are hungry, thirsty,
ill, without clothes, strangers of those in
prison, we turn away from Christ. When
we act with compassion toward the least
among us, we act as his true disciples.

During this holy season of Lent, the
annual Catholic Relief Services Collec-
tion is an opportunity to express Chris-
tian compassion to those referred to in
the Gospel. Participating in this collec-
tion will make a tangible differencein
the lives of our brothers and sisters who
suffer from hunger and poverty. The
collection is scheduled for March 17-18
in our diocese.

This collection helps build the Church's
international and social ministry by
funding the work of five agencies:
Catholic Relief Services, Catholic Legal
Immigration Network, Inc., Migration
and Refugee Services, Social Develop-
ment and World Peace and The Holy
Father's Relief Fund. All of these agen-
cieswill benefit from the generosity of
the people of this diocese, along with
those from other diocesesin the U.S.
For this reason, | ask for your support
in assisting the global efforts of the
Church to assist those whose need calls
out to us this Lenten Season.

Sincerely yoursin Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston

(Envelopes for this collection are
included in the March packet)

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of March 12 — 18, 2007
Mon. 10:30 a.m. Franke at Seaside
Tues. 6:30 p.m. Darrell-Creek

Wynn & Patty Harding

326 Commonwealth 881-1115

(After Mass, pleasejoin usfor

Soup Supper & Reflection)

Wed. 10:30 a.m. Dunes West-Brickfall Estates

Bert & NinaCarlin

1823 Cherokee Rose Circle 849-0191

(Please call for a gate pass.)

Thurs. 9:00 am. Dunes West-Marsh Cove

Roger & Ann Hart

2991 Riverwood Drive 884-2410

(Please call for a gate pass.)

Fri.. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints L utheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - March 17 - Saturday Vigil
Scripture Readings—Year C
Reading |: Joshua 5:9a, 10-12

Chrissy DiNicola
Reading 1: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Lauren DiNicola
Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
Ushers Pat McKay, Susan Porinchak
Cross Bearer Drew Burrichter

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Bob Little
Cup: Karen Thesing, Marilee Little

Schedule - March 18 — Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings—2nd Scrutiny-Year A
Reading |: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a

Sue Hensch
Reading |1: Ephesians 5:8-14 Melissa Hensch
Gospel: John 9:1-43
GreeterdGift Givers
The Catanzarite Family

Guest/Visitor Reqgistration Sue Gonzales

Ushers Bob Brimmer, Jeff Peterson,
Norm Russell, Rick Garcia, Terry Gray

Altar Servers
Devin McDavid, Matt Phillips

Cross Bearer Mark Dickson

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Cathy Cook, Caroline Cook

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Caroline Stoll, Jo Dunne, Sandy
Funk, Thomas Allan

Cup: Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble,
Hampton Lee, Jane O'Brien, Janeen Zaio,
Maggie Rusciolelli

Nursery

Juice: Jill Peterson

Snack: Traci Peters

David & Jennifer Sumoski

Hospitality Hostess: Lucia Rutherford
CeceliaWard, Cindi Van Meir, Giselle Wren,
Jean Adams, Kenya Wintjen, Kim Allan,
Kim Weis, Lynn Zwickert, Wendy Albano
Collection Counters

Dominic Del Grosso, David Funk

Sing Meto Heaven

The Church of Christ Our King invites
you to a Spring Concert on Friday, March
16", at 7:30 p.m., featuring the Christ Our
King Choir and The King's Ringers. This
isacelebration of the 2Irish® in al of usl!
The concert is a gift to the community.
Donations to ECCO will be accepted.

Men’s Group

Newcomers are welcome! If you arein-
terested in joining, please feel freeto
come on Saturday morning at 8:30 am. at
the Parish Center. We meet every other
Saturday and will be meeting next on
March 17.

Windwood Farm

Easter Event

St. Benedict parish

will sponsor an Easter

Event for the boys of
Windwood Farm (the same boys group
home that we sponsored at Christmas-
time.) This event which will be held on
Sunday, March 25", from 3:00-6:00 p.m.,
will include an Easter egg hunt, craft ac-
tivity and cookout. We need your help in
one or two ways, or both: (1) to attend the
party and assist with the events, and/or (2)
to send in one to two dozensfilled plastic
eggs (may contain anything other than
chocolate, such as: erasers, coins, candy
etc.) Please leave your eggsin the purple
bin in the lobby on either Saturday,
March 17" or Sunday, March 18",
Please contact Cathy Cook at 884-8168 or
Traci Peters (drptlpl1111@bellsouth.net).

K of C Spaghetti Dinner

Wednesday, April 117, 5:00-7:30 p.m.
Christ Our King Life Center-Grace Hall
Adults-$7; Ages 6-11-$5; Age 5 less-Free

Family Honor Programs

On March 26™, Divine Redeemer will
host another session on Family Honor,
Inc. 2Changes and Challenges® for par-
ents and students in 6™ grade. Family
Honor programs provide opportunities for
parents and children to connect on impor-
tant life values, with a special emphasis
on chastity and the goodness of God' s gift
of sexuality. See www.familyhonor.org.
Please call Lisa Cottingham 881-3592.

March Rosary for Life

Please join the Rosary and prayers at the
West Ashley Abortion facility (located at
1312 Ashley River Rd, corner of Hwy 61
& Fuseler) on Saturday, March 17" from
8:00-9:00 am. Tom Baranoski from the
Cathedral of St John the Baptist, will lead
the prayers. Thank you for your support!

Scripture Reflection During L ent
Monday, March 5", 6:00 p.m., at the home of
Trent & Dori Bolling (2207 Andover Way in
Park West-Arlington). Please call 388-9969.

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Mass Followed by
Soup Supper & Shared

Exploration on Lenten Themes

We continue on... Answering the question
aWhat am | doing for Lent this year about...?

The Spirituality of
My Finances— March 13
(Leader: Georgia French)

My Education—M arch 20
(Leader: Drew Burrichter)

My Health—Mar ch 27
(Leaders: Bill & Chris Conway)
My Mission—April 3

(Leader: Anne Medio)

Each leader will make a brief presentation to
stimulate the shared reflection and discussion
that will follow.

Stations of the Crosswith All Saints
On Fridays throughout Lent, we will pray the
Stations of the Cross at 6:30 p.m.,

together with the parishioners of All Saints
Lutheran, at their church.

All Fridays of Lent are Days of Abstinence,
when Catholics over 14 will abstain from
meat.

Let usall take partin our
Lenten journey!

Readingsfor the
Week of March 11"

Sun.— Exodus 17:3-7;
Romans 5:1-2, 5-8;
John 4:5-42
Mon.— 2 Kings 5:1-15ab; L uke 4:24-30
Tue.— Daniel 3:25, 34-43; Matthew 18:21-35
Wed.— Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9;
Matthew 5:17-19
Thu.— Jeremiah 7:23-28; Luke 11:14-23
Fri.— Hosea 14:2-10; Mark 12:28-34
Sat.— Hosea 6:1-6; Luke 18:9-14

“One sows and another reaps.”

(John 4:37b)
Stewardship March 3-4, 2007
Tota Contribution $12,175.26
Bishop's Stewardship Appeal $2,480.00
Our Tithe $969.53

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




