
 11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 JUNE 17, 2007                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 
Recently, I and some of our RCIA team received an Email from one of our members 
newly received into St. Benedict’s Church community at the Easter Vigil in April this 
year. I found it so moving, that with his permission, I relay some of the contents to you 
all, in the hope that it will also give you pause for thought and gratitude that we are sent 
such dedicated new members to inspire and encourage us on our journey of faith together. 
I quote: 
 

I have finally figured out why I relate to the Catholic Church so well.  Last week, when 
the term “ do church”  was spoken of in our session, it bothered me and I didn’ t know why.  
So I thought on it, and last night’s quotation — “ Insights are a dime a dozen—
Commitment changes the world!”  - made a bulb light up for me.   
 

I see St. Benedict’s as a ship.  Let me clarify:  
 

When you are a Naval Officer, you are an officer 24/7. You may work with sailors, drink 
and play with sailors, share similar life experiences, but when you go home, you bring 
that Naval Officer to the civilian community where you live.  It’s not something you “ do” , 
it’s who you “ are” .  Strangers on the street will recognize it, even without the haircut. 
I’ve heard it called “ military bearing”  and it’s not something you can change once it is 
ingrained within you.  I see now, or at least I believe, that’s what Father Paul is trying to 
teach us about Christians.  You don’ t “ do”  church - you ARE Church. 
 

And the ship?  A sacred term to squids is “ shipmate” .  You take care of your own.  I’ve 
pitched money into hats to bail men out of jail whom I didn’ t even know, all because they 
were a shipmate of mine.  I’ve celebrated births and marriages, went to visit in hospitals 
and jail cells, even mourned at funerals with shipmates I hardly knew.  I have a bond with 
those I served with that goes beyond my ability to express in words.  And it wasn’ t always 
fun and it was often inconvenient.  But they were shipmates and I had a responsibility 
towards them; as I knew they would have for me when the tide turned.  A good example is 
the American Legion Honor Guard at my father’s funeral - a 21 gun salute on a rainy day 
for a man they didn’ t even know, all because he was a “ shipmate” , one of their own. 
 

And the Captain?  As an officer, if he did something stupid, it was my responsibility to 
respectfully point out the error, and it was expected of me to offer an alternative action. 
But if the Captain didn’ t take my input - I carried out his order, regardless of my 
thoughts, as if it was the best idea ever thought!  I see Father Paul as the Captain, St. 
Benedict’s as my ship, and the Bishop is the Commodore of the squadron called Diocese 
of Charleston!  With that mentality, I see the men in my parish not just as people who sit 
next to me on a bench, but as brothers-in-arms. 
 

All this is important to me because - as Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton saw and St. Francis 
said - you preach the gospel by actions, use words only when required. And that’s why I 
get perplexed, even dumbfounded, when things like the recent “ wake”  happen or any holy 
day of obligation, and the whole parish doesn’ t show up.  It is not an option for me - it is 
a responsibility or duty to my “ shipmates” .  It is how one shows love and respect. 
 

Of course in practice, I’ve also been on ships that weren’ t “ family”  and were miserable 
places to be.  What I am talking about is a cultural change, engineered by only a few 
good men with good leadership skills.  Once the spark catches, it is self-sustaining, pro-
vided the leadership stays in place.  You have to tend a fire, you know, to keep it going! 
All men need to be reminded of their duty sometimes. 
 

Why was I drawn to the Catholic Church?  Shipmates for sure, but after the Navy, it was 
the commitment I saw in the Hispanics that worked for me. Annually, we nearly shutdown 
on Good Friday because our Hispanic crew refused to work.  They would take the hit 
financially and in disciplinary action - but they would not work on Good Friday.  And 
when we had a co-worker killed on the job - the second shift went to the wake during 
their lunch break - filthy uniforms and all - to pay their respects to a lady they didn’ t 
know.  THAT’S when I began to think maybe this is the place for me.  What I saw held 
way more for me than what I heard. 
 

I hope no one gets offended at the “ new guy”  opening his mouth, or discounts it as initial 
fire in the belly from a rookie, who has just emerged from RCIA! 
 

Far from it, I say. Thank you, thank you! This is a true piece of witness – good for us to 
hear! It begs the question: What does my commitment really mean to me? And how do I 
express it?  If we all had this man’s fire in our bellies, what would our parish look like 
then!? 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints 
Lutheran, and at any other time by  
appointment.  
 

Mass Intentions  
Please apply to the Parish Office to have 
Mass celebrated for your intentions. 
Cards are available there. 
 

Children’s Envelopes:  Stewardship 
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space. 
 

Active Membership in our parish is 
determined by four things: 
1. Being properly registered in the par-

ish for a sufficient period of time. 
2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-

days and Holy Days. 
3. Use of the envelope system in regu-

lar support of the parish. 
4. A serious commitment to the sharing 

of one’s gifts of time and talent. 
  
Hospitalized/Homebound?   
Please call the Parish Center to arrange 
for prayer, anointing, communion and 
visitation if you or a loved one is hospi-
talized or  homebound. For a planned 
operation, please request the Sacrament 
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital. 
 

Communion Procedure   
The principles guiding the distribution 
of Communion in the Catholic Church 
are clearly outlined on the front inside 
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus 
invites all people of faith and good will 
to accept him into their hearts.  If age or 
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are 
still invited to approach the altar for a 
blessing.  Please indicate this to the 
Eucharistic Minister by placing your 
arms across your chest.  The Eucharist 
is offered under both species.  After 
bowing reverently and receiving the 
sacred host, you are invited to take a sip 
from the cup. 

 
 
 
 
When you welcome a new baby into 
your home, we also would like to wel-
come your newest family member to our 
St. Benedict community. 
 

We will arrange to come and take a 
photo of your baby to be displayed at 
Church and to publish a notice of our 
newest arrival in this bulletin. 
 

Please notify Jane & George O’Brien by 
calling 971-1818. 

Diocesan Office of Child 
Protection Services 

 (843) 853-2130, ext. 209 
 

 Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 
(800) 921-8122 



Are You Interested 
in Joining the 

Catholic Church? 
 

The current RCIA (Rite 
of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) session came to 
a close the week before Pentecost. We 
will begin anew with inquiry sessions in 
mid-August and we invite adults who 
would like to learn more about the RCIA 
process to visit our website: 

www.stbenedictparish.org 
 

Specific times and dates will be          
announced later in this bulletin. 

 

Feel free to contact Father Paul or Drew 
Burrichter at 216-0039 to sign up or with 
any questions. 
 
Men’s Softball Now Playing!!! 
Please bring your families and come out 
to support your parish team at the Mount 
Pleasant Church league. Games are on 
Tuesday nights at the Jones Center in 
Mount Pleasant off of Egypt Road.   

 
If you would 
like to join 
our parish 

Men' s Group, please feel free to come 
every other week, on Saturday morning at 
8:30 a.m. at the Parish Center. We will 
have our next meeting June 23rd. New-
comers are always welcome! 
 
 New MOMS Groups Forming 
The Ministry of Mothers Sharing 
(MOMS) is calling WOMEN OF ALL 
AGES! It is a peer ministry with a mis-
sion to ª create in women an awareness of 
the inner self, while at the same time 
teaching them new ways to pray for, in-
spire, encourage and affirm each otherº .  
Anyone interested in joining a new 
MOMS group, please contact Cathy 
Gough by phone at 849-6867, or by email 
at ctgough@bellsouth.net. 
 
COK-SM Par ish School News 
The parish school recently held its 
graduation exercises in Christ Our King 
Church. The Mass was concelebrated by 
the pastors of the three sister parishes, 
Father Brenninkmeijer, Monsignor Carter, 
and Monsignor McInerny. 
The following 8th grade graduates are 
young parishioners of St. Benedict: 
Carrie Cottingham 
Christina Grady 
Carrie received the prestigious Creativity 
Award, given in memory of Elizabeth 
Bischoff Blackwell. 
Christina received the Religion Award. 
Congratulations!!! 

Readings for  the Week of June 17th 
 

Sun.– 2 Samuel 12:7-10,13; Galatians 2:16, 19-21; 
    Luke 7:36-8:3 
Mon.–2 Corinthians, 6:1-10; Matthew 5:38-42 
Tue.– 2 Corinthians 8:1-9; Matthew 5:43-48 
Wed.– 2 Corinthians 9:6-11; 
            Matthew 6:1-6,16-18 
Thu.– 2 Corinthians 11:1-11; Matthew 6:7-15 
Fri.– 2 Corinthians 11:18, 21-30;  
 Matthew 6:19-23          
Sat.– 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Matthew 6:24-34 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week of June 18-24, 2007 
 

Mon. 9:00 a.m.                       Parish Center 
 

Tues. 6:30 p.m.               McClellanville 
       (Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.) 
 Judy Gilman 
 312 Lofton Court  843-887-3944 
 

Wed. 9:00 a.m.     Dunes West-Marsh Cove 
 Roger & Ann Hart 
 2991 Riverwood Drive        884-2410 
 (Please call for a gate pass.) 
 

Thurs. 9:00 a.m.     Brickyard- 
  Magnolia Grove 
 Jim and Jean Sullivan 
 1255 Old Ivy Way          856-9993 
 

Fri. 9:00 a.m.                          Parish Center 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.          Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)  
 Children' s Liturgy (ages 4-6) 
 
 

 
Ministry Schedule 

 

Schedule - June 23 - Nativity of Saint John 
the Baptist - Vigil 
Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Jeremiah 1:4-10   Rose Van Metre                                        
Reading II: 1 Peter 1:8-12 Brian Cuddy   
Gospel:  Luke 1:5-17                              
 

Ushers  Tom Thesing, Zachery Packard 
 

Cross Bearer   Wynn Harding 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread: Jerry O' Keefe 
Cup: Lois O' Keefe, Pauline Sullivan 
 

Schedule - June 24 – Nativity of Saint John 
the Baptist - Sunday L iturgy 
 

Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Isaiah 49:1-6 
 Araba Appiagyei-Dankah 
Reading II: Acts 13: 22-26 Mark Foster 
Gospel: Luke 1:57-66, 80  
Prayers of the Faithful   Drew Burrichter                                                                                                                                                               
 

Greeters/Gift Givers  The Daniher Family 
 

Welcoming/Registration  Sue Gonzales 
 

Ushers  Bob Brimmer, Mike Hauser, 
Mindy Carroll, Norm Russell, Rick Garcia 

 

Altar  Servers   
Brennan McDavid, Caroline Lee 

 

Cross Bearer   Georgia French 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Cindi Van Meir, Elaine Gautier 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread: Caroline Stoll, Drew Burrichter, 
Jane O' Brien 
Cup:  Barbara Miracky, Jackie Napier, 
Judy Gilman, Midge Moran, Norm Napier, 
Terry Gray 
 

Nursery 
Juice: Cathy Gough 
Snack: Dominique Lopez 
Kerry Schrauth, Rob Schrauth 
 

Hospitality  Hostess: Susan Kidder 
Freda Wojno, Giselle Wrenn, Jean Adams, 
Keyna Wintjen, Lynn Zwickert, Mina Agujia, 
Paula Burrichter, Wendy Albano 
 

Collection Counters 
Diane Costa, Cecelia Ward 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

The altar flowers this 
Sunday are offered by 
the Tortorici family, 
in honor of all fathers.  
Happy Father' s Day! 

 
 
 
You know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: rich as he was, he made himself 
poor for your sake, in order to make you 
rich by means of his poverty. 

 (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
Stewardship June 9-10,  2007 

Total Contribution $  7,043.88 

Our Tithe  $  704.39 

St. Benedict’s ECCO Grocery Bag!!!  
 

Did you notice the man standing by the ECCO 
van, collecting grocery donations in the rain 
on Saturday at All Saints, and at Cario on 
Sunday, a couple of weeks ago? 
He is Tom Couture, a dedicated member of 
our parish who provides much of his time and 
talent helping our neighbors in need. He sends 
you the following message: 
“ I wanted to take a moment and Thank Each 
of You for your generous contributions of 
Food or Cash during ECCO' s Grocery Bag 
Collection. Your generosity is inspiring. 
Thank You. I had occasion to personally 
deliver 3 bags to a family of 10 in 
McClellanville. The kids ran out to help us 
carry the bags in the house. The Thank You in 
their eyes is the joy I want you all to know.º   
 

May this sharing encourage us in our giving! 
If interested, please contact St. Vincent de 
Paul Society by calling Mary Helen Gammon 
at 884-1951, or by sending her an email at 
gammon@bellsouth.net. 
 

Bishop’s Baseball Camp 
 

Date: June 25 through 29; Cost:  $125.00 
Grades:  4-9; It will be held at Bishop England 
High School baseball field in Daniel Island. 
For more information, please call Bill Collier 
at 849-9599 ext. 58. For registration form, 
please visit: www.b.e.sports.net 


