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er’ A Message from Father Paul

In the very early days of the parish, | floated the idea that the first building we should
erect might be a hospice house for the dying, possibly in the garden of the “Mansion”, if
its owner — our benefactor - were amenable to the idea.

At that time there was no residential hospice facility available anywhere in the Greater
Charleston area. But the need for one was great. The ideawas enthusiastically received
among the parishioners, and encouraged by the Bishop and the diocesan officials also, on
the understanding that the diocese was not in a position to underwrite it financially. They
considered it both atimely and creative response to the church’s commitment to
“comfort the dying” — one of the “corporal works of mercy” - a practical expression of
personal and corporate holiness.

Each of usis mortal: we all haveto die oneday! Physicians and nursestell methat a
hospital is probably not the best place to die, because hospitals are all about stopping
people from making that journey, at least for the present. They are invested in keeping
their patients alive, aimost at al costs, when sometimes, God and the patient agree that
they have had enough, and it is time to move on to better things!

My personal experienceis that the best people to teach us how to face thisfinal step on
our way to Heaven are those who are actually facing it, and therefore know what they are
talking about. At best, they can teach us how to overcome our fears and to really let go
and let God! At best again, in their suffering, they can teach us how to pray, perhaps as
we have never prayed before.

A dying person is the image of Christ crucified here and now right in front of us! As
such, they can teach us about that mystery of the unspeakable love of God, which en-
abled him to walk through suffering and death in order to show us what “new life” isal
about.

Our plan had been to build a very modest unit of perhaps six beds, to serve particularly
the poor people living in our parish and around us along Highway 17N. In this way we
hoped that, while serving Christ in our dying neighbors by our hands-on involvement
with them, we would ourselves be served by them as they taught us how to die.

So what happened to this ambitious and exciting plan? | was advised that even if we
could muster the capital to put it up, which was the least of my worries, the legal ramifi-
cations of running such aplace, would put us right out of our league and could be poten-
tially crippling to the parish. So discretion became the better part of valor, and the plan
as then conceived was quietly dropped — but not the thinking behind it.

It so happened that within ayear of our tentative foray into the hospice scene, the
“Hospice of Charleston™ acquired land off Long Point Road and began to plan for a
much more ambitious twenty bed project. So we joined forces and became one of the
first Churches to contribute to what is now a splendid facility available to us all.

Over the years, St Benedict's has given $4,500.00 of our tithe money to the support of
this project. Sadly, | was not able to attend the opening ceremony to represent you al. In
fact | had not visited it at al, until afew weeks ago we had four parishioners die within
ten days, three of them at the Hospice of Charleston. | suddenly found myself there
twice aday sitting at someone’ s bedside, and was even being called into the rooms of
patients nothing to do with St Benedict’s or me, just to pray with dying people or to con-
sole the bereaved. A wonderful experience.

The work done by the staff and volunteers at the Hospice of Charleston is awe-
inspiringly beautiful, as they minister to rich and poor alike. No one has ever been re-
fused because of financial constraints. The peace — and even the joy of the place—is
stunning. Thereisarea “Touch of God” about that place!

Y ou will remember that | celebrated forty years of priesthood in early January, and that |
established a Jubilee Fund for the needy of our neighborhood. | channeled all the moni-
tory giftsthat | received into this fund. | am grateful and humbled by the generosity of
parishioners and my personal friends alike. | want you to know that, after consultation
with the Parish Council and among the parishioners, | have decided to use the money to
add to that already contributed by the parish to make up the $25,000.00 needed to endow
apatient’s room at the Hospice on behalf of St Benedict Catholic Church.

At the same time, we are establishing a new Hospice Ministry in the parish for those who
feel called to volunteer at the Hospice House or within that organization asawhole. The
range of the possibilities this ministry will offer has yet to be fully explored, but if you
areinterested in being a part of it, please contact Larry Moran, himself atrained volun-
teer, who has generously undertaken to act as the liaison person for this wonderful work.
Larry can be reached at |arrymoran@comcast.net or by phone at 884-6961.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital

A Letter From the Bishop

Beloved Faithful:

Health care and health carereformare
very much on our minds these days, as
our nation strives to provide universal
coverage for all our people including
wor kers without coverage, communities
without care and the sick without op-
tions. In this reform effort, we Catho-
lics, joined by many others, are seeking
that universal coverage which excludes
abortion mandates and protects the
conscience rights of providers and reli-
gious employers. Thereisno room for
comprise on our moral principles.

The issue of health care prompts me to
ask your special care for the

INFIRM PRIESTS

of our Diocese of Charleston. We have
completed the St. Joseph's Residence
for Retired Priests (Assisted Living
Facility), thanks to your continued gen-
erosity. Thisisone main part of the
picturein assisting our infirm priests.
Certainly Social Security, Medicare
and Medicaid help, but not completely.
As you know the retired priests of our
diocese are a special concern of mine.

| know | strike a sympathetic note and
caring chord in your hearts when | ask
you to be generous to the collection for
our infirm priests, scheduled to bere-
ceived on Sunday, July 15. Please care
for those good priests who have spent
their lives caring for others. | know you
will, and that God will bless you for
doing so.
You are in my thankful prayers. Please
pray for our priests, healthy and infirm.
Sincerely yoursin Christ,

Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston

(The envelope for this collection
isin the July packet.)

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of July 9-15, 2007
Mon.—Fri. NO MASS
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

St Benedict Website
Are you one of the 140 visitors each
week to the St Benedict website? If not,
did you know that the webpage contains
the following information?
= A list of the books (and videos) in the
St Benedict library.
- Bulletin archives for the past 3 years
- Links to various Catholic resources
including global Mass times.
- ...and much more!
If you have not visited the website
recently, why not do it today?
www.stbenedictparish.org

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - July 14 - Saturday Viail
Scripture Readings—see Sunday L iturgy
Reading |: Evan Cottingham
Reading I1: Jim Flatley
Ushers Susan Porinchak, Tom Thesing
CrossBearer Bill Meyer

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Pauline Sullivan

Cup: Ann Whalen, Karen Thesing

Schedule - July 15 — Sunday Liturqgy

Scripture Readings
Reading |: Deuteronomy 30:10-14

Jean Sullivan
Reading |I: Colossians 1:15-20 Mark Foster
Gospel: Luke 10:25-37
Prayers of the Faithful June Bell

Greeterg/Gift Givers The Burnett Family
Welcoming/Registration Leo Albano

Ushers Ed Long, Hedy Hodge, Mike Hauser,
Mindy Carroll, Rick Garcia

Altar Servers
Lauren DiNicola

CrossBearer Sandy Funk

Children’sLiturgy of the Word
Traci Peters, Madeleine McKay

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble,
Joe Nesbitt, Maryann Russell

Cup: Hampton Lee, Jane O'Brien,

Joe Harkins, Mary Helen Gammon,

Mike McAdams, Terry Gray

Nursery

Juice: Jeremy & LisaRingwald

Check-in: Magaret Riggs

Hospitality

Hostess: Maggie Rusciolélli

Barb Gamble, Cathy Gough, Christine Grady,
Tina Grady, Cristina Garcia, Peggy Klimecki,
Sandy Funk, Sarah Harold, Sue Gonzales

Collection Counters
Mike Catanzarite, Stan Adams

AreYou Interested in

Joining the
Catholic Church?

We will begin the RCIA

(Rite of Christian Initiation

of Adults) for this year with inquiry ses-

sionsin mid-August and we invite adults

who would like to learn more about the

RCIA processto visit our website:
www.stbenedictparish.org

Specific times and dates will be

announced later in this bulletin.
Please feel free to contact Father Paul or
Drew Burrichter at 216-0039 to sign up or
with any questions.

St Benedict Home Visitors

This ministry provides visitation for our
parishioners who are sick, recuperating
from surgery, lonely, divorced or have a
new baby. We will have our next meeting
on Thursday, July 12", 7:00 p.m. at the
home of Ron & June Bell in Charleston
National -Westchester (1319 Belhaven
Dr). Please call June Bell at 881-7423 for
more information.

Divorce Care Ministry

DivorceCare and its companion for chil-
dren, DivorceCare for Kids, both are
Christ-centered scripture-based healing
ministries to address the emotional and
spiritual damage caused by separation and
divorce. This course is being offered by
Christ Church beginning Sunday, Septem-
ber 10" at 6:30 p.m. in Rooms A123 &
A125 in the Children's Ministry Building.
Christ Churchislocated at 2304 Hwy 17
North (Long Point Rd).

For additional information, go to:
www.divorcecare.com

Please call Doug or Lorna Barker at
881-5027, or email them at:
douglas@douglasbarker.com

L TTedesco@bellsouth.net

Summer Sense:

1. Attend Mass each
weekend ... at home
and away.

2. Beginyour trips
with a prayer...
asking for blessings
and giving thanks.

3. God created
summer to enjoy.

SO ENJOY!

4. Keep your parish in mind. Make up
your contributions for weeks away —
in advance or upon return.

5. Make your Pastor envious...send him
a postcard from vacationland.

Welcome Newcomergl!!

Did you notice the many new faces around?
Did you know that in our parish we have a
ministry (Area Representatives) that wel-
comes new people? We thank them for the
warm welcome they provide to our new pa-
rishioners and we would like to invite you to
help them in thisimportant work. When you
meet new people in town, invite them to cele-
brate Mass with us and introduce them to our
parishioners. During our Hospitality after
Mass, encourage new facesto visit the Wel-
coming/Registration Table to meet our Area
Representatives who will guide them on how
to become members of our parish. Many
thanks for your support!

Summer Movie Reviews
Not sureif the latest summer
blockbuster is suitable for the
whole family? Movie reviews
available on our website,
under 2Catholic Resources®.

Diocese of Charleston Job Postings
The Diocese of Charleston islooking for:
Coordinator, Office of Vicar for Clergy
Payroll/AP Clerk

If interested and for more job availahility,
please visit: www.catholic-doc.org/hr

The altar flowers this Sunday
are offered by the Harkins
family, in loving memory of
Brian Monaghan.

Readingsfor the Week of July 8"
Sun.+ | saiah 66:10-14c; Gaatians 6:14-18;
Luke 10:1-12, 17-20
Mon.+ Genesis 28:10-22a; Matthew 9:18-26
Tue.x Genesis 32:23-33; Matthew 9:32-38
Wed.+ Genesis 41:55-57; 42:5-7, 17-243;
Matthew 10:1-7
Thu.= Genesis 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45-1-5;
Matthew 10:7-15
Fri.+ Genesis 46:1-7, 28-30;
Matthew 10:16-23
Sat.+ Genesis 49:29-32; 50:15-26a;
Matthew 10:24-33

“What shall | return tothe Lord for all the
Lord has given to me?" — (Psalms 116:12)

Stewardship June 30—July 1, 2007

Total Contribution $ 6,843.00
Bishop's Stewardship Appeal $ 230.00
Peter's Pence $ 122.00
Our Tithe $ 649.10

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




