13" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JULY 1, 2007
A Message from Father Paul
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“The Lord iskind and full of compassion,
Slow to anger, abounding in love.
Heiscloseto all who call him,
Who call on him from their hearts.”

Most of us need to hear these consoling words from the 145" Psalm often - regularly
—just to remind us!

Because we know that if our lives were put under the moralist’s microscope, if our
hearts and minds and imaginations could be x-rayed for sin and hypocrisy, then our
only hope would be in the compassion of God.

This compassion of God assures us that forgiveness can be ours, whatever sins,
flaws, defects, blemishes, warts, pimples, spots, cracks, twists, and kinks, we may
show — or try desperately to hide. Whether they are emotional, psychological, sexual,
spiritua, or afrightening cocktail of all of them, they need not smother us, haunt us,
scandalize us, drag us down, or totally dominate our lives. No.

God'slove and compassion, God' s forgiveness and mercy, is greater than any sin, or
any failing of ours. The only reason why we might not be able to experience the
compassion of God would be if we decided that that compassion was not for us — if
we considered ourselves unforgivable — beyond the reach of even God!

Thisforgivenessisthe grace of God. But it isnot cheap grace that God offers us.

It is the grace and compassion, the love and mercy that flow from the humble confes-
sion of our sins, and from standing in the light of the truth about our lives.

Thereis no category outside the compassion and mercy of God — except our refusal
to accept forgiveness!

Society picks and chooses and decides what sins are forgivable, what weaknesses are
excusable, what fetishes are tolerable, what perversions are absolvable.

But God is not restricted to our selective and often hypocritical moral judgments.
Hisforgivenessis complete. Absolute. He can blot out our sins.

And the forgiveness which God offers to each one of usisthe pattern of the forgive-
ness that he asks us to offer to each other.

Where can we meet this compassion of God? Where can we taste his mercy? Where
can we receive this assurance of forgiveness?

In the Sacrament of Reconciliation: the sacrament that many of us have abandoned,
many of us have neglected.

But at certain times of our lives, regular confession may be even more important for
us than regular communion. Christ istruly and equally present in both sacraments!

Thefact that you are still reading this, may well mean that thisis such atimein life
for you!

In our parish confessions are heard before mass at All Saints Church every Saturday
evening from 4:30 to 4:50 p.m. All churches in our neighborhood have regular times
for the hearing of confessions and the celebration of reconciliation. Y ou are freeto
go to any one of them as you wish. | am also always willing to celebrate the sacra-
ment of reconciliation with you at any mutually convenient time. Just call me at the
office, and | shall be delighted to fix up atime that works for you.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital

A Letter From the Bishop

Dear Brothersand Sstersin Christ,

Each year, the annual Peter's Pence
Callection, in support of the works of
the Holy Father, isheld in parishes
throughout the world. The proceeds
from this collection fund emergency
relief assistance to those throughout the
world who suffer from war, oppression,
disease, and natural disasters. Through
works of charity, Catholics provide a
power ful witness of love and deeds to
empower the weak, the defenseless, and
the voiceless, and to sustain those who
suffer.

The theme for this year's Collection is
Let us make sure that none of God's
children ever feels alone. The theme is
based on a September 2006 homily
given by Pope Benedict XVI, in which
he explained how those who are bap-
tized create one family of believers who
are never alone.
As we participate in this special appeal,
we join with more than one billion
Catholicsworldwide in a loving expres-
sion of solidarity. We share in the con-
cern of the successor of Peter for the
many different needs of the universal
Church and for therelief of those most
in need around the globe.
The year the collection in our dioceseis
scheduled for July 1-2.
| ask you to consider contributing to the
collection this year, and | am grateful
for your generosity. Together let us ask
the Lord to bless us as well asthosein
need throughout the world.

Sincerely yoursin Christ,

Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston

(The envelope for this collection
isin the July packet.)

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of July 2-8, 2007
Mon. NO MASS

Tues. 6:30 p.m. Park West-Arlington
(Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.)
Trent & Dori Bolling
2207 Andover Way 388-9969
Wed. 9:00 am. Charleston National-
Harleston Green
Jim & Mimi Sculley
4076 Harleston Green Lane 849-7789

Thurs. 9:00 am. Brickyard-The Retreat
Pierre & Ruth Giglio

2704 Gaston Gate 388-8063
Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran

Sun. 9:30 a.m. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - July 7 - Saturday Vigil
Scripture Readings—see Sunday L iturgy
Reading |: Deb McGee
Reading I1: Philip Kuhl
Ushers Pat McKay, Zachery Packard

Cross Bearer Mark Dickson

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: LoisO'Keefe
Cup: Bob Little, Marilee Little

Schedule - July 8 — Sunday Liturgy

Scripture Readings

Reading |: Isaiah 66:10-14c
Reading |I: Galatians 6:14-18
Gospel: Luke 10:1-12, 17-20
Prayers of the Faithful Wynn Harding

Greeter§Gift Givers Ringewald Family
Welcoming/Registration Sue Gonzales
Ushers Paul Kowalchick, Paulette Joyce

Altar Servers
Dylan Gonzales, Michael Bisnett

CrossBearer Kevin Carpentier

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Cathy Cook, Amy King

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Drew Burrichter, Jane O'Brien,
Jo Dunne, Norm Napier

Cup: Barbara Miracky, Jackie Napier,
Judy Gilman, Kevin Carpentier,

Peggy Harkins, Sandy Funk

Nursery
Juice: Traci Peters

Snack: Mark & Christine Davis
Ruthann Schwinn

Hospitality Hostess: Lucia Rutherford
Barbara Fitzpatrick, The Cook Family,

The Del Grosso Family, Elizabeth Evans,

Jo Dunne, Lisa Cottingham, Phyllis DiNicola,
Sandy Burwell, Virginia Falcone

Collection Counters
Mike Eovino, Jm Sullivan

Caroline Stoll
Joe Mueller

Remembering God on the

4™ of July - National holidays are
great times of family and fun — from
stunning fireworks to superb get-
together parties. It isimportant, how-
ever, that we also remember God dur-
ing these special days and ask for His
blessing and guidance in the life and
formation of our country.

All men areinvited to come every
other week, on Saturday morning at
8:30 am. at the Parish Center. We
will have our next meeting July 7™,
Newcomers are aways welcome!

St Benedict Website

Areyou one of the 140 visitors each

week to the St Benedict website?

If not, did you know that the webpage

contains the following information?

- Weekday Mass schedule with maps
to locations.

Registration forms
Brief biographies of Father Paul
and Drew Burrichter

- Aligt of Pastoral Council members

- A ligt of the books (and videos) in
the St Benedict library.

- The parishioner schedule for many
of our weekend Mass ministries.
Bulletin archives for the past three
years
Linksto various Catholic resources
including global Mass times.

- ...and much more!

If you haven't visited the website

recently, why not do it today?

www.stbenedictparish.org

The Oratory Religion Camp

The Oratory Religion Camp is aone-
week residential experiencein Chris-
tian living for boys and girls between
6 and 12 and entering grades 2-6 in
September. The camp islocated at
King' s Mountain State Park west of
Charlotte and is sponsored by the Ora-
tory in Rock Hill, SC. Therewill be
two sessions. July 15-21 and July 22-
28. Thedaily program includesrelig-
ion class, arts and crafts, swimming,
sports and an evening program. For
more information, please visit the
website at www.or atorycamp.com or
call Father William Pentisat The
Oratory at 803-327-3236.

AreYou Interested in

Joining the
Catholic Church?

We will begin the RCIA

(Rite of Christian Initiation

of Adults) for thisyear with inquiry ses-

sionsin mid-August and we invite adults

who would like to learn more about the

RCIA processto visit our website:

www.stbenedictparish.org

Specific times and dates will be
announced later in this bulletin.

Please feel free to contact Father Paul or
Drew Burrichter at 216-0039 to sign up or
with any questions.

Church Bulletin Bloopers!!!

For those of you who have children and
don®know it, we have a nursery down-
stairs.

- Next Thursday, there will be tryouts for
the choir. They need all the help they
can get.

Our annual church picnic will be held
Saturday afternoon. If it rains, it will be
held in the morning.

- Don't let worry kill you off - |et the

church help.

The dltar flowers this
Sunday are offered by
Caroline Stall, in loving
memory of Mary Ann
Bode.

Readings for the Week of July 1%
Sun.£ 1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21;
Galatians 5:1, 13-18; Luke 9:51-62
Mon.x Genesis 18:16-33; Matthew 8:18-22
Tue.+ Ephesians 2:19-22; John 20:24-29
Wed.+ Genesis 21:5, 8-20a; Matthew 8:28-34
Thu.= Genesis 22:1b-19; Matthew 9:1-8
Fri.+ Genesis 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67;
Matthew 9:9-13
Sat.+ Genesis 27:1-5, 15-29; Matthew 9:14-17

“ Silence stands outside the world of profit
and utility. Itis‘unproductive,” and
therefore regarded as useless. Yet thereis
more help and healing in silence than in
all the useful things.” - Max Picard

Stewardship June 23-24, 2007
Total Contribution $ 8,544.00
Qur Tithe $ 854.40

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




