THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

%% JANUARY 21, 2007
A Message from Father Paul

In today’s Gospel passage we are given to reflect on the “ Glad Tidings’ that the Lord pro-
claimsin the Synagogue at Nazareth as he reads from the Sacred Scripture to the people. He
proclaims “liberty to captives, and recovery of sight to the blind”. And he finishes with the
statement “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing!”

Yes, today indeed this passage is being fulfilled in our hearing as we celebrate the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity. Thisweek from January 18" till January 25" — the feast of the
conversion of St. Paul —is observed by Christians of all denominations throughout the world.
It is being observed in our sister Church at All Saints. It is being observed in our Church at
St. Benedict’s also with great rejoicing.

The Second Vatican Council inits decree on Ecumenism teaches us clearly that ecumenical
endeavor is not an optional extrafor the Christian. Christ prayed earnestly and frequently that
“they may all be one”. As hisfollowers we are committed no less than he was to pray con-
stantly for Christian unity — not just during the week of prayer that we are currently celebrat-
ing. We cannot call ourselves Christian without at the same time being committed to whole-
hearted ecumenism.

One of the greatest promises of the Christian faith — one of the best bits of Good News that we
celebrate — is the truth that change — transformation —is possible! We do not need to live the
captives of our own self-centered unchanging life view! Jesus began his ministry with a strong
statement of that truth when he changed very mundane water for foot washing into exquisite
wine, and lots of it! We call that amiracle. Yet today heisstill transforming our messiness
into exquisite wine as he changes us, if we will let him. We have the choice of getting with
the program and changing, or cocooning ourselves from change and becoming very bored
with life, and immensely boring ourselves.

Of course, if we only look at life and “change” from the perspective of what we think we our-
selves can do successfully; the potentia for change is small indeed. But the Christian mes-
sage is not about what we can do. It isabout what God can do in our lives, and through usin
the lives of others also, to effect radical change. Those who limit God to changing water into
wine have not seen the half of it yet!

And so the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is about what God can do to bring it about far
more than any initiative of our own. Asaways, all that is required of usisto stand and wait in
willingness to be converted and change according to his lights, not according to our own.
While Christian unity is fundamental to God's plan, what that unity will ook like has yet to
be revealed. It will be beyond our wildest dreaming. So don't let us waste time limiting God
with our predictions!

Ecumenism is not about our converting everyone to our point of view. Nor isit about our
selling short our most cherished beliefs in the cause of some wishy-washy lowest common
denominator of faith that all can agreeto, if that were indeed possible.

Ecumenism is not a matter of working on others; it is primarily about working on ourselves! It
is about opening ourselves to be refashioned —to change. It isabout really opening ourselves
to walking faithfully along God' s path, not our own. It isabout finding others of varied
Chrigtian faith persuasions on the same path, sharing the same goal. And in the journeying we
will find our unity —aunity that will ultimately end in acommon vision of the one true God.
Itisnot for usto know or predict what thisvision will be like. God isa God of surprises! And
we ca}n only move forward together in faith, one step at a time, towards the surprise he hasin
store for us.

Yes, it'srisky. Yes, it may be uncomfortable. Yes, we are talking here about dying to our-
selves — our own preconceived ideas and notions, and that is always uncomfortable. But we
know that unless we do, we will never reach the new life and joy that is promised to those
who persevere in faith and trust. That is what walking in the Spirit is all about.

Yes, our eyes need to be opened to enable us to see beyond our very limited horizons. Our
ears need to be opened that we may hear the word of God in anew and life-giving way as it
speaksto us, for instance, in afamily unit that may be blessed by parents from two different
faith traditions. May we see their struggle for unity not so much as a disaster, but as a gift
from God bringing different faith understandings and practices to the family for mutual en-
richment. Their struggle in the Spirit may be God's gift to the wider community: an encour-
agement and example of how to work through different perspectives on awider canvass with
mutual love and respect.

And in our relationships with our fellow Christians at All Saints, let us grasp the possibilities
of the moment and fearlessly reach out to one another in true friendship and real humility to
learn from what the Spirit is saying to us all through each of us— embracing truths that will
enrich and encourage us all — not diminish us - as we walk together on the same journey into
the loving arms of God.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to have
Mass celebrated for your intentions.
Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space.

Active M embership in our parishis

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the par-
ish for asufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the sharing
of on€' s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites al people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Pleaseindicate this to the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip

from the cup.
Bogie
 Prokish

When you welcome a new baby into
your home, we also would like to wel-
come your newest family member to our
St. Benedict community.

We will arrange to come and take a
photo of your baby to be displayed at
Church and to publish a notice of our
newest arrival in this bulletin.

Please notify Jane & George O’ Brien by
calling 971-1818.

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of January 22 — 28, 2007
Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Tues. 5:30 p.m. Brickyard-The Brickyard

(Scripture Reflection at 4:30 p.m.)

Edward & Lisa Cottingham

1443 Madison Court 881-3592
Wed. 9:00 am. Park West-The Village

Leo & Wendy Albano

3317 Barkla Avenue 216-1710
Thurs. 9:00 am. Darrell Creek

Sue Kidder

2751 St. Ellen's Drive 971-0238
Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)
Ministry Schedule
Schedule - January 27 - Saturday Vigil

Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Trent Bolling
Reading |1 Suzanne Catanzarite

Ushers Dennis D' Annunzio, Hedy Hodge
CrossBearer Kevin Carpentier

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Pauline Sullivan

Cup: GeorgiaHazelton, Karen Thesing
Schedule - January 28 — Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19

Mark Foster
Reading I1: 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13
June Bell
Gospel: Luke 4:21-30
Prayers of the Faithful Dolores Vogel

Greeterg/Gift Bearers The Cook Family
Welcoming/Registration Caroline Stoll

Ushers Jeff Peterson, Mike Hauser,
Pat McKay, Patty Carek, Peter Carek

Altar Servers
Brennan McDavid, Drayton Rutherford

Cross Bearer Joe Mueller

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sandy Funk, Madeleine McKay

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Hampton Lee, Jackie Napier,
Mike McAdams, Norm Napier

Cup: Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble,

Joe Harkins, Judy Gilman, Terry Gray,
Thomas Allen

Nursery

Juice: SonjaLong

Snack: Paula Borgesen

Christine Davis, Mark Davis

Hospitality

Host: Ellen Sanaga

Agnes Appiagyei-Dankah, Dianne Brimmer,
Trent & Dori Bolling, Jean Adams,

Kim Allan, Laura Barfield, Lynn Zwickert,
Wendy Albano

Collection Counters
Rosalie Guerin, Dom Del Grosso

St. Benedict Home Visitors

A NEW ministry for our parishioners who
need your help. If you have one hour a
week to commit to visiting parishioners
who are sick, recuperating from surgery,
lonely, divorced or have a new baby then
come to our introductory meeting on
Thursday, February 1%, 7:00 p.m. at the
Parish Center. Training will be provided.
For more information please contact the
Parish Center at 216-0039.

Ecumenism: Onein Christ
Our parish ecumenical ministry invites
you to actively seek waysto promote
unity with our brothers and sistersin
Christ, at al times. If you would like to
join the Ecumenism Committee, please
contact Mark Dickson at 881-8398.
Below isa calendar of upcoming events
which the Diocese of Charleston invites
our participation.
January 18-25 - Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity
January 28 at 4:00 p.m. - LARCUM
Prayer Service at Greene Street
United Methodist Church (1106
Greene Street, Columbia) with
Bishop Robert Baker as the homilist

January 29-February - National
Workshop on Christian Unity to be
held in Arlington Virginia
For more information, please visit our
webpage: www.stbenedictparish.org.

Charleston Catholic School

Open House: Tuesday, January 30"
Familiesinterested in registering for the
2007-2008 school year are invited at 6:00
p.m., 888 King Street. Registration begins
January 22™ for currently registered fami-
lies and siblings, and January 29" for new
downtown parish families, February 12"
for new non-peninsular Catholic families
and February 26" for new families of
other denominations. Questions? Please
call 577-4494.

Auction: Saturday, February 10"

All areinvited to the Charleston Catholic
School 13" Annual Live & Silent Auction
at the Knights of Columbus Hall (143
Calhoun Street) from 6:30 + 11:00 p.m.
Tickets are now available! Call 577-4495.

K of C Oyster Roast

The Knights of Columbus will hold their
Annual Oyster Roast on Saturday, Janu-
ary 27th at 6:30 p.m. on Gold Bug Island.
Tickets are $20.00 for 12 years of age and
older ($25.00 at the door), and $8.00 for
children. In addition to oysters, we will
have fish stew, hot dogs and beverage.
For tickets, call Joe Harkins at 881-5768.

Baptisms
Today, we welcome into our
St. Benedict faith community:

Liam Stuart Fuller

We rejoice and thank God for the
gift of Liam!

Readings for the Week of Jan. 21%

Sun.= Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10;

1 Corinthians 12:12-30;

Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21
Mon.= Hebrews 9:15, 24-28; Mark 3:22-30
Tue.+ Hebrews 10:1-10; Mark 3:31-35
Wed.+ Hebrews 10:11-18; Mark 4:1-20
Thu.t Acts of the Apostles 22:3-16;

Mark 16:15-18
Fri.+ 2 Timothy 1:1-8; Mark 4:26-34
Sat.+ Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19; Mark 4:35-41

The atar flowers this Sunday
are offered by Dori, Maya and
KaylaBolling, in honor of
Trent, on his birthday!

“1 pray not only for them, but also for
those who will believe in me through their
word, so that they may all be one, asyou,

Father, arein me and | in you, that they
also may bein us, that the world may
believe that you sent me. And | have given
them the glory you gave me, so that they
may be one, aswe are one, | in them and
you in me, that they may be brought to per-
fection as one, that the world may know
that you sent me, and that you
loved them even as you loved me.”

(John 17:20-23)

Stewardship January 6-7, 2007

Tota Contribution $10,628.98
Bishop's Stewardship Appeal $1,195.00
Churchin Latin America $316.00
Solemnity of Mary $125.00
Christmas $25.00
Special Offering $25.00
Our Tithe $909.30

Stewardship January 13-14, 2007

Tota Contribution $9,132.00
Bishop's Stewardship Appeal $35.00
Churchin Latin America $35.00
Solemnity of Mary $10.00
Confirmation Candidates $2.00
Our Tithe $906.20

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




