FEAST OF EPIPHANY
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er’ A Messa)g;efrom Father Paul

The concept of “Jubilee” isamost as old as the hills. It was certainly an important feature of
ancient Jewish life. In Old Testament times, there was provision for a Jubilee year every
seven years! Now we have Jubilee years - or “Holy Years’ - every twenty five years, unlessa
Pope decides to proclaim one in between times. Our present day Jubilee celebrations follow
in along and well worn tradition.

Jubilees are times of rejoicing. There seems to be no problem about our rejoicing. On every
possible occasion Christians rejoice and at St. Benedict we are good at that! | thank God for
that gift. Jubilees are times of thanksgiving. They are also times of forgiveness, and times for
new téleg3 nnings. | hope that all these aspects of Jubilee will find a place and set the tone in
our celebration.

There is so much to be thankful for. | believe myself to have been called by God, and guided
by him along ways that, on my own, | would never have dreamed of. Like Mary, | have dis-
covered that God has done great thingsin me - and holy is his name! It is both humbling and
aso thrilling to see how God works to challenge us to rise above our personal weaknesses
and insecurity, to do great things in him. What a privilege to be thus called to do his work! |
thank God for all that.

| give thanks to you and all those who have joined mein this celebration. Down the years,
you have stood by me, challenged me, and supported me in the good times and the not so
good times of life. | give thanks for those who have pointed the way forward when the road
was murky and unclear. | am deeply grateful for your friendship, your tolerance, your support
and especially your caring prayers.

And so thisisajubilee for us all!

The Old Testament concept of Jubilee yearsincluded the forgiveness of all debts and all per-
ceived wrongs. | know that in my ministry during the past forty years, | have made mistakes -
big ones and little ones - and have knowingly or unknowingly offended or disappointed those
who had hoped for better from me. Today, in the spirit of true Jubilee, | ask their pardon and
indulgence, and the opportunity for healing to take place.

And we move on! Each day is a new beginning. God has plans for me - for us - and our min-
istry, today. My experience tells me that his plans are never what | expect, or ask for. That is
not likely to change, but it is exciting! By God' s grace, we grow and change as we move for-
ward to do hiswill wherever that may take us. We need only to pray to always be faithful to
his call, and trustingly ready for his work. Let us be constant hi prayer for each other as we
hear and answer our individual call. For some of usthiswill be acall to priesthood or the life
of areligious brother or sister in the Church. If that be your calling, asit is mine, may God be
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Asaparish we are blessed to be able to celebrate Father Paul’ s forty years of priestly service.
Along with his accomplishments and dedication to his vocation, we are celebrating what God
has done for us through Father Paul’s presence in our community. Over the last seven years,
our community has grown under his leadership to be who we are today. The character of our
community has been nurtured by Father Paul’s dedication to prayer, spiritual formation and
reverent participation in the sacraments. He constantly challenges us, at every stage of our
lives, to examine our spirituality and develop a closer relationship with God. He has formed
our consciences around stewardship of our gifts and responsibility for our own spiritual
growth. The fruits of this challenge can be seen in the vitality of our FIRE catechetical pro-
gram, our outstanding volunteerism and outreach, our sense of community and our genuine
hospitality.

Father Paul’ s vision helps us to see who we can become in the future. God has blessed us
through Father Paul’ s emphasis on our planning process, his willingness to involve the laity
in all aspects of parish life and his patience in development of lay leaders. Heisalso very
adept at asking anyone to do anything!

While Father Paul has very high expectations for us as a parish, heis quick to point out the
giftswereceivein our “messiness.” And his sense of humor isagift aswell! With adeep
sense of appreciation, we congratulate Father Paul on this special occasion. We also give
thanksto God in his goodness for all he has done for our parish through Father Paul’ sincom-

parable and loving serviceto us.
it @m%@w

Pastoral Council Chairperson

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

M ass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes:. Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space.

Active M ember ship in our parishis

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4, A serious commitment to the sharing
of on€'s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites al people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate this to the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to takeasip
from the cup.

A book of remembrance islocated by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the
dead, and your special intentions.
These are remembered in prayer and
carried to the altar with the offerings
on Sunday.

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of January 8 — 14, 2007

Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Tues.- Fri. NO MASS

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - January 13 - Saturday Vigil

Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Caroline Stall
Reading |1 Brian Cuddy

Ushers Dennis D' Annunzio, Linda Koch
CrossBearer LisaCottingham
Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: GeorgiaHazelton
Cup: Dori Bolling, Jeanne Burke

Schedule - January 14 — Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Isaiah 62:1-5  Courtney Hensch
Reading I1: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

Jean Sullivan

Gospel: John 2:1-11
Prayers of the Faithful Meélissa Hensch
Greeterg/Gift Bearers De Mario Family

Ushers Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble,
Hedy Hodge, Mike Hauser, Mindy Carroll

Altar Servers Dalton & Parker Barfield
CrossBearer Wynn Harding

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Wendy Albano, Amy King

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Anne Medio, Maryann Russell,

Mike McAdams, Thomas Allan

Cup: Jack Napier, Jane O'Brien, Jim Stott,
Joe Neshitt, Maggie Rusciolelli, Norm Napier
Nursery Juice: Dominique Lopez

Snack: Ruthann Schwinn

Ed & Cindi Van Meir

Hospitality Host: Susan Turcotte
CeciliaWard, Cindi Van Meir, Giselle Wren,
Julie Turner, Kelly van Vliet, Keyna Wintjen,
Lynn Tortorici, Maggie Rusciolelli, Kim Weis
Coallection Counters

David Funk, CeciliaWard

| join the parishioners of St. Benedict Catholic Church in prayers of gratitude for Father Paul
Brenninkmeijer's priestly service to Christ's Church for the past forty years. | extend to him
my good wishes and prayers, and | greet his family and many friends on this happy occa-
sion. Father Paul has brought to us the message of Christ's peace, hope and love, and has
encouraged us all to seek a deeper relationship with the Lord.

| pray also that the Lord may continue to blessall that FatherPaul doesin his ministry here
in the Diocese of South Carolina. May God be glorified through all his pastoral service to
those committed to his care, and may they find in him amodel of Christ®mercy, compas-
sion, fidelity, and peace.

Sincerely yoursin Christ,

Bishop of Charleston

The Abbot and Community of Worth remember with gratitude Father Paul's years
of life and ministry in the monastery. His energy and creativity were vital ingredi-
ents of the community's development in its early days; they have left their mark to
this day. We wish him every blessing as he celebrates so many fruitful years of min-
istry.

Dom Christopher Jamison
The Abbot of Worth

The atar flowers this Sunday
are offered by the
St. Benedict parishioners, in
honor of Father Paul, on the
Fortieth Anniversary of his Ordination.

Stewar dship December 23-25, 2006

4" Sunday of Advent $13,952.64
Christmas $8,317.00
Total $22,269.64
Our Tithe $2,226.96

Stewardship December 30-31, 2006
will be published next week.

Dear Paul,

Congratulations dear friend on your 40" anniversary of ordination. With eager anticipation,
I look forward to joining you and your gracious congregation, as together we celebrate this
sacred rite of passage. Certainly it isfitting that we should give thanksto God for your ex-
traordinary witnessto the office of Word and Sacrament. Truly your ministry over these
years has been a means of grace and atangible sign of the Holy Spirit in our midst. How
fortunate is the congregation of St. Benedict to be the beneficiaries of your spiritual |eader-
ship and pastoral care. Together you share an exciting and inspiring vision for mission.

How refreshing it is to experience your openness and willingness to engage in cooperative
ministries that bring 2good news° to those in need throughout our community. | have deeply
appreciated your efforts to foster ecumenical relations among the various expressions of
faith. The personal way in which you continue to invest yourself in the interests and con-
cerns of your neighborsis most inviting.

| am especially grateful for the special tiesthat you have cultivated within and among my
own flock here at All Saints Lutheran Church. We are privileged to provide our sanctuary
for St. Benedict's Saturday Mass and have been richly blessed by those occasional services
of worship that we have been able to share together. | pray that the bond between us will
afford other opportunities for our congregations to come together around our common desire
to know Christ and to make Him known to others.

Finaly, | thank God for your friendship Paul, and for the numerous occasions whereby

we' ve been able to provide mutual support and encouragement for one another. | have often
said that your 2signature® smileis both contagious and telling. Telling of a humble spirit;
telling of adeep joy within; telling of a desire to serve the Lord and His holy church. How
uplifting it is whenever | am with you.

Again, | look forward to your anniversary celebration. | know that it will be a wonderful day
and a sincere expression of the love and esteem that we all hold within our hearts for you.
May our Lord' s un-anxious presence and grace remain sufficient for your every need as you
continue the journey through the seasons of life yet to come. It iswith affection and grati-
tudethat | remain,

Y our Brother in Christ,

The Rev. Matthew O. Moye
All Saints Lutheran Church

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




