
 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 FEBRUARY 25, 2007                     
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

And so we start on our Lenten journey together! 
 

What is Lent all about? 
 

Lent is forty days – starting today and finishing on Wednesday in Holy Week – when we 
celebrate the fact that we have already been redeemed by a loving God, and all we have 
to do is to accept that incredible free gift of life with him. However, being the human 
beings we are, we find it hard to believe, let alone behave in such a way that we are able 
to accept the gift. 
 

Lent is about turning ourselves around to be ready to receive the gift.  Yet even the abil-
ity to turn, to convert, is itself God’s gift.  We cannot do it unaided by our own will 
power.  It is by God’s good grace that we are able to accept the gift. 
 

In the past, there was huge emphasis on what we should do for Lent. Today, we see Lent 
in a new and more realistic light. In days of old, Christians fasted every day for the full 
forty days. It did not seem to do them any harm.  They redoubled their prayers and they 
gave substantial alms to the poor. That did not seem to do them any harm either.  But 
Lent was and still is no joy ride.  Lent is a serious business. And we need to be inten-
tional about it if it is to be of any use to us or anyone else. It is a time when we take our-
selves in hand, when we take a good look at ourselves and assess where we stand in rela-
tionship to our God.  And having achieved a realistic assessment of our true situation, we 
redouble our efforts at prayer so as to be in a position more readily to open ourselves to 
his working in our lives. 
 

Thus the energy of Lent is more about what God does in our lives than about what we do 
with our lives. 
 

Fasting is an important part of our Lenten discipline.  While the obligatory Lenten fast is 
now reduced to two days in the year, Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, that does not 
mean that it might not be good for us to fast quietly at least some of the time in some way 
or other. The spirit of fasting is still very much alive in our Church. 
 

Fasting is not designed as an end in itself.  It is not some sort of self flagellation to please 
God! God is not like that. We fast, because in the experience of many millions of God-
fearing people, not just Christians, and also avowed atheists, the denial of our creature 
comforts of whatever sort has a wonderful effect on the lucidity of our minds. This disci-
pline enables us to focus on the things that really matter on our journey towards God. 
 

Fasting is not just to do with food – or drink - though such fasting, if seriously under-
taken does have a remarkable effect.  We can also fast from sleep, if we are lazy and al-
ways reclining somewhere, when we might be engaged in helpful activity.  We can fast 
from bad language, or even from talking at all for certain periods of the day!  Imagine the 
inner turmoil we would all save if we did not have to keep criticizing our neighbor!  A 
holy monk, the one whose chalice I have inherited and now use, used to tell us, “ If peo-
ple limited their utterances, in day to day life, to those topics about which they were 
qualified to speak, the world would be smitten with a deafening silence!”   In that piece of 
wisdom, there is a lot for each of us to contemplate. 
 

Indeed, this Lent, we might like to consider fasting from noise in our lives, and to take 
positive steps to create pools of silence into which we can immerse ourselves like plants 
that grow their roots in the direction of water so as to recreate themselves.  Much of this 
world’s noise is thrust upon us, but much else is self inflicted.  Many of us cannot stand 
silence, and are driven by some inner compulsion to create noise around us.  There seems 
to be some often unexpressed fear of what might happen, what we might hear if we actu-
ally made room for silence in our lives for any appreciable period of time. 
 

Lent is about becoming friends with silence in our lives so as better to hear the word of 
God as he whispers it in our ear. 
His word of truth – about him - about us. 
His word of reproof. 
His word of encouragement. 
His word of love. 
His word that brings peace into our hearts and our relations with others. 
 

True, we may not always like what we hear, but Lent is about hearing just those things in 
order that they may enable us to turn and accept God’s gift of himself. We run the risk of 
not hearing most of what God has to say to us when we fill our lives with noise – or stand 
by as others fill it for us.  We need to fast from noise, and make our own the admonition 
of Sacred Scripture: “Be still and know that I am God” . 
 

Lent is all about being still and knowing that God is truly God and master of our lives. 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints 
Lutheran, and at any other time by  
appointment.  
 

A Letter From the Bishop: 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

For 123 years the National Black and 
Indian Mission Collection has served 
the Catholic Church well in the Black 
and American Indian communities. The 
2007 Collection is needed more today 
than ever in the over a hundred year 
history. 
 

The Collection of last year played a big 
part in being able to allocate special 
grants to the Gulf Coast States where 
hurricanes and flooding did such terri-
ble damage to Black Churches and 
Schools and to Indian parishes in Lou-
isiana. A strong appeal was made last 
year to all parishes in the United States 
to be extra generous that financial as-
sistant could be give to the parishes that 
always depended on the annual grant 
from the National Black and Indian 
Collection. The generosity of the people 
was overwhelming and the Collection 
for those in need was a success. 
 

The Archdiocese of New Orleans and 
the Diocese of Biloxi, were churches 
and schools for the Black community 
were totally destroyed - and parishes for 
Native Americans in the Diocese of 
Houma-Thibodaux, were grateful for 
the extra special allocations. The need, 
however, is not just a one year matter - 
it will take several years for the Gulf 
Coast parishes and schools to tally re-
cover, and the truth is, many never will. 
 

Destroyed churches and schools that 
budget wise, always depend on and 
receive evangelization grants each year, 
are determined to get their churches, 
schools and CCD classes moving for the 
people. In the past year, as a result of 
collection grants, there has been defi-
nite progress and the people want to 
keep daily pushing ahead. Parishes in 
all parts of the United States have the 
wonderful opportunity to work hand in 
hand with people of the needy areas. 
 

I ask everyone in the Diocese to be as 
generous as possible to the 2007 Na-
tional Black and Indian Mission Collec-
tion. Let the collection of this year be 
another good one that we all may share 
in the rebuilding efforts of the Church 
that has suffered so very much. 

 

  Sincerely yours in Christ, 
           Most Reverend Robert J. Baker 
               Bishop of Charleston 

 
(Envelopes for this collection are 

included in the March packet) 
 
 

Diocesan Office of Child 
Protection Services 

 (843) 853-2130, ext. 209 
 

 Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 
(800) 921-8122 
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Scr ipture Reflection Dur ing Lent 
The weekly Scripture Reflection will take 
place on Mondays at 6:00 p.m. The next 
meeting will be on February 26th, at the 
home of Jo Dunne (1600 Franke Drive 
Apt. 208). Please call 375-5691. 
 

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Mass Followed 
by Soup Supper  &  Shared 
Exploration on Lenten Themes 
Answering the question ªWhat am I doing 
for Lent this year about…?º 
 

The Three Lenten Pillars: Prayer, Fasting 
& Alms Giving — February 27 
(Leader: Fr. Paul) 
 

My Work — March 6  
(Leader: Mark Foster) 
 

The Spirituality of  
My Finances — March 13 
(Leader: Georgia French) 
 

My Education—March 20 
(Leader: Drew Burrichter) 
 

My Health—March 27 
(Leaders: Bill & Chris Conway) 
 

My Mission—Apr il 3 
(Leader: Anne Medio) 
 

Each leader will make a brief presentation 
to stimulate the shared reflection and dis-
cussion that will follow. 
 

Stations of the Cross with All Saints 
Beginning February 23rd, on Fridays 
through Lent, we will pray the Stations of 
the Cross at 6:30 p.m., together with the 
parishioners of All Saints Lutheran, at 
their church. 
 

Lent-Holy Week-Easter  Tr iduum 
During Lent, we set aside a prayerful mo-
ment each day to reflect on those personal 
obstacles that prevent us from fully par-
ticipating in the glory of Christ' s Resur-
rection in our daily lives. Please include 
the following liturgies in your schedule: 
 

·  Penitential Service—March 22 
 Thursday, 7:00 p.m. (Franke at Seaside) 
 

·  Passion/Palm Sunday Vigil—March 31 
 Saturday, 5:00 p.m., (All Saints) 
 

·  Passion/Palm Sunday—Apr il 1 
 9:30 a.m.  (Cario in Park West) 
 

·  Holy Thursday-Apr il 5 
 7:00 p.m. (Cario in Park West) 
 

·  Good Friday-Apr il 6 
 7:00 p.m. (Cario in Park West) 
 

·  Easter Vigil-Apr il 7 
 8:30 p.m. (Cario in Park West) 
 

·  Easter Sunday-Apr il 8 
 9:30 a.m. (Cario in Park West) 

Readings for  the Week of Feb. 25th 
 

Sun.± Deuteronomy 26:4-10;  
           Romans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13 
Mon.± Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18;  
            Matthew 25:31-46 
Tue.± Isaiah 55:10-11; Matthew 6:7-15 
Wed.± Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 11:29-32 
Thu.± Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25;  
           Matthew 7:7-12 
Fri.± Ezekiel 18:21-28; Matthew 5:20-26 
Sat.± Deuteronomy 26:16-19;  
         Matthew 5:43-48 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week of Feb 26 – Mar  4, 2006 
 

Mon. 9:00 a.m.   Parish Center 
 

Tues. 6:30 p.m.  Rivertowne                           
 Gerry & Lois O' Keefe 
 2220 Hartfords Bluff Circle    971-9293 
 (After  Mass, please join us for  
  Soup Supper &  Reflection) 
 

Wed. 9:00 a.m.     Brickyard-Magnolia Grove 
 Jim & Jean Sullivan 
 1255 Old Ivy Way                  856-9993   

Thurs. 9:00 a.m. Charleston National-
Harleston Green 

 Caroline Stoll 
 4053 Harleston Green             884-2215 
 

Fri. 9:00 a.m.                Parish Center 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m.     All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.              Cario in Park West 

 
Ministry Schedule 

 

Schedule - Mar. 3 - Saturday Vigil 
Scr ipture Readings—See Sunday L iturgy 
Reading I                                    Midge Moran                             
Reading II                                       Jim Flatley              
 

Ushers  Patty Carek, Peter Carek 
 

Cross Bearer   David Hunton 
 

Euchar istic M inisters  
Bread: Lois O' Keefe 
Cup: Jerry O' Keefe, Midge Moran 
 

Schedule - Mar. 4 – Sunday L iturgy 
Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18  
                                                      Jim Phillips 
Reading II: Philippians 3:17-4:1  
                                                 Wendy Albano                           
Gospel: Luke 9:28b-36 
Prayers of the Faithful                Jean Sullivan                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

Greeters/Gift Bearers  The DiNicola Family  
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration   Kathy Eovino 
 

Ushers  Jeff Peterson, Leo Kosinski,  
Mark French, Paul Kowalchick,  
Paulette Joyce 
 

Altar  Servers   
Michael Bisnett, Sam Carpentier 
 

Cross Bearer   Joe Mueller 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Paula Borgesen, Linda Patten 
 

Euchar istic M inisters   
Bread:  Drew Burrichter, Jo Dunne,  
Mindy Carroll, Sandy Funk 
Cup:  Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble,  
Judy Gilman, Kevin Carpentier,  
Peggy Harkins, Terry Gray 
 

Nursery   
Juice:  Jane O' Brien 
Snack:  Dawn Heavey 
Jeremy & Lisa Ringewald 
 

Hospitality  Hostess: Maggie Rusciolelli 
Matt & Beth Murphy, Christine Miller,  
Helen O' Leary, Jane O' Brien, Leanna Potter,  
Leigh Moxley, Tom & Linda Patten 
 

Collection Counters  
Stan Adams, Jim Sullivan 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

“ You shall worship the Lord, your God, 
and him alone shall you serve.”  (Luke 4:8b) 

Stewardship February 17–18, 2006 

Total Contribution      $ 8,153.25 

Our Tithe      $ 815.32 

RCIA Cathecumens/Candidates 
This Sunday, our cathecumens and candidates: 
Chris Burrell 
Bobby Carpenter 
Marc Harold 
Erika Kennedy 
Zachary Pickard 
Elizabeth Scott 
are being formally sent by our parish commu-
nity to celebrate the Rite of Election at the 
Cathedral with Bishop Baker. Please keep 
them in your prayers as they continue on their 
paths to the great Easter Vigil and beyond. 
 

St. Benedict Home Visitors  
This NEW ministry provides visitation for our 
parishioners who are sick, recuperating from 
surgery, lonely, divorced or have a new baby. 
We will have our next meeting on Thursday, 
March 1st, 7:00 p.m. at the Parish Center. 
Please contact 216-0039 for more information. 
 

St. Benedict Men’s Group 
Newcomers are always welcome! If you are 
interested in joining us please feel free to come 
on Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m. at the Parish 
Center.  We meet every other Saturday and 
will be meeting next on March 3rd. 
 

SVDP:Household I tems/Furniture 
St. Vincent De Paul Society accepts all types 
of household items to give them to Qualified 
Clients. For more details on how you can help, 
you may access the full flyer from the parish 
website, or call Norm Falcone at 388-0097.  
 

Russian Religious &  Folk Music 
You are cordially invited to hear the Music of 
Archiglas. They will offer an evening concert 
on Monday, February 26th, 7:00 p.m., at All 
Saints Lutheran Church. 


