SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FEBRUARY 18, 2007
A Message from Father Paul
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If February 11th had not been a Sunday, we would have been celebrating the feast of Our
Lady of Lourdes. Lourdesisasmall town in the foothills of the Pyrenees Mountains between
France and Spain. It was here that in 1857, Our Lady appeared to a simple peasant girl, Ber-
nadette Soubirous, on the outskirts of the town that we would now euphemistically call an
“amenity center”, but which in fact was a glorified rubbish dump, the now famous Grotto of
Lourdes — the site of wonderful faith, wonderful prayer, and wonderful miracles — even today.

| want to just look briefly at Bernadette' s life and death to see what we might glean from it as
we get our sights fixed on our Lenten journey which begins on Wednesday.

Mary appeared to Bernadette a number of times during 1857, and revealed herself asthe
“Immaculate Conception”, atheological dogma of the Church that had just been defined by
the First VVatican Council. Bernadette knew what the word “immaculate” meant. But she did
not know what “conception” meant. For many young people howadays the exact opposite is
the case! And like most young people even today, she knew nothing of the dogma or what it
might mean.

Bernadette came from afairly dysfunctional family. Her mother had adrink problem. And
her father seems to have been a weak and inadequate individual, often unemployed, and often
in serious debt. Having spent alot of time as a shepherdess, Bernadette was a disaster at
school. Hardly ableto read or write, she found it almost impossible to memorize her cate-
chism, and her first communion was delayed.

Because of her chronic asthma, she used to take snuff. This obviously became a bit of an
addiction, because she was still taking snuff years later in aconvent in Nevers, many miles
away form Lourdes, where she went as soon as she was of age to be anun. Nuns do not take
snuff!

Asthmawas not all that was wrong with her. By the time she died at the age of 35, she had a
tumor of the knee, bone decay, an aneurism, gastralgia, chest pains accompanied by spitting
up blood, and abscesses in both her ears, inflicting partial deafness. While over the years,
some pilgrims to Lourdes have been blessed with the miracle of a physical cure, there was no
such miracle for Bernadette. Of the millions of pilgrims who visit Lourdes each year very few
are physically healed. For the most part, the cancerous come back with cancer; the handi-
capped with their handicaps; the autistic, still autistic.....

Of course most of these pilgrims arrive in Lourdes with high hopes that they might be among
the chosen ones for aphysical cure. Bernadette never expected a cure, or anything special for
that matter. She said that after the apparitions were at an end, she would be forgotten like an
old broom hung up behind a door, her mission complete.

However, Bernadette did experience - along with thousands of those who have subsequently
gone to Lourdes on pilgrimage - the healing that takes place within —inner healing. Thisis
the most miraculous healing of all, the most necessary healing, and not only for pilgrims that
go to Lourdes, but for you. And me also.

True healing removes every obstacle that prevents us from accepting and embracing the cross
that God has put into our life. Yes, every person hasacross. Youdo. | do. Itismostimpor-
tant for us because it leads usto life, even if it iskicking and screaming!

True healing gives the sick a peace that no cancer can destroy; it gives a hope that no physical
or mental handicap can take away; ajoy that no paralysis or deformity can smother.

Such peace, and joy, and hope are the fruits of our FAITH —afaith that learnsto trust ALL
God' s purposes revealed in the events and sufferings of our lives, sometimes tragic, terrible,
even appalling events.

A faith that can enter darkness and confusion, without bitterness, without cursing God.
A faith that can bless God from a cross of physical and mental anguish.
A faith that can sing God’ s praises from a broken heart, a wounded spirit, or a crucified body.

Thisisthe kind of faith that confounds the sham and bogus wisdom of this world; afake wis-
dom that demands health and wealth for happiness, and demands success, success and only
success, afake wisdom that is scandalized by suffering, struck dumb in the face of dying and
death.

Thiskind of faith isthe true miracle of Lourdes, the true miracle exemplified in the life and
death of Bernadette. On our Lenten journey, may we discover the miracle of that faith in the
example of other parishioners, here at St Benedict — and in our own livestoo.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active M ember ship in our parishis

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of on€ s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate thisto the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

A book of remembranceis located by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the
dead, and your special intentions.
These are remembered in prayer and
carried to the altar with the offerings
on Sunday.

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of February 19 — 25, 2007
Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center

Tues. 6:30 p.m. Charleston National -
St. Andrews

Joe & Peggy Harkins

3192 Linksland Rd. 881-5768

Wed. 7:00 p.m. Carioin Park West

(Ash Wednesday)
Thurs. 9:00 am. Charleston National-
Westchester

Ron & June Béll

1319 Belhaven Dr. 881-7423
Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Ministry Schedule
Schedule - February 21 - Ash Wednesday
Reading |: Joel 2:12-18  Courtney Hensch
Reading I1: 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2

Drew Burrichter
Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
Prayers of the Faithful Wynn Harding
Cross Bearer Drew Burrichter
Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Drew Burrichter, Joe Harkins,
Maryann Russell, Jim Stott
Cup: GeorgiaHazelton, Bab Little,
Marilee Little, Joe Nesbitt, Jerry O' Keefe,
LoisO'Keefe

Schedule - February 24 - Saturday Vigil
Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Suzanne Catanzarite
Reading |1 Caroline Stoll
Ushers Dennis D' Annunzio, Susan Porinchak
CrossBearer Sandy Funk
Eucharistic Ministers Bread: Karen Thesing
Cup: GeorgiaHazelton, Pauline Sullivan
Schedule - February 25 — Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Deuteronomy 26:4-10

Lauren DiNicola
Reading II: Romans 10:8-13 Dolores Vogel
Gospel: Luke 4:1-13
Prayers of the Faithful
GreetergGift Givers
The Appiagyei-Dankah Family
Welcoming/Registration Caroline Stoll
Ushers Bob Brimmer, Mindy Carrall,
Pat McKay, Rick Garcia, Terry Gray
Altar Servers
ChristinaMcMullen, Devin McDavid
CrossBearer Georgia French
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
MariaMcTighe, Jill Peterson
Eucharistic Ministers Bread: Jane O'Brien,
Joe Harkins Cup: Barbara Miracky, Hampton
Lee, Jackie Napier, Mike McAdams,
Norm Napier, Thomas Allan
Nursery Shelby Thornley
Juice: Janeen Zaio Snack: Heather Carper
Hospitality Hostess: Lynn Tortorici
Amy McCarthy, Dot McTighe, Karen Mayer,
MariaMcTighe, Mercedes Livreri,
Rachel McNamara, Rebecca Leg,
Sandy Funk, SonjalLong
Collection Counters
Diane Costa, Ann Callery

Chrissy DiNicola

February 21% is Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday Mass will be at 7:00 p.m.
at Cario, followed by a Bread and Soup
Supper. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
are Days of Fasting and Abstinence, when
Catholics between 18 and 60 will fast,
eating only one full meal and two snacks
that don't together add up to a second full
meal. Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of
Lent are Days of Abstinence, when
Catholics over 14 will abstain from meat.

Ashesfor Ash Wednesday

In this parish we are invited to bring the
palms we waved on Palm Sunday last
year asasign of our good intentions - if
we still have them on hand. They will be
burned in afire at the entrance to the
church, and the ashes will be smeared on
our foreheads!

Stations of the Crosswith All Saints
Beginning February 23, on Fridays
through Lent, we will pray the Stations of
the Cross at 6:30 p.m., together with the
parishioners of All Saints Lutheran, at
their church.

Volunteer for Soup Supper

Starting February 27", on Tuesdays
through Lent, we will celebrate our 6:30
p.m. Masses followed by a Soup Supper.
To volunteer to bring soup or bread to one
of the suppers, please call Lois O'Keefe
at 971-9293.

Welcome New
Parishionersl!!
New parishioners
areinvited to come
to this Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 20", evening
Mass at 6:30 p.m., at
the home of Joe &
Peggy Harkins. After Mass at 7:30 p.m.,
there will be a Pancake Dinner to wel-
come the new members of our parish.
We hope to see you therel!!

“Relationship Between Church and
Science: A Discussion/Presentation”
This Thursday, February 22", 7:00 p.m.
at the conference room of ECCO (located
in 1145 Six Mile Rd next to Goodwill , on
Hwy 17N in Mt Pleasant).

Respect Life Event

Wednesday, February 28", 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Immacul ate Conception Community Center
(510 St James Avenue, Goose Creek)
Guest Speakers:

Fr. Titus Fulcher—Witnessing For Life
Ms. Myra Bohlen—Birthright

Next Sunday, February 25",

two important events take

place for our RCIA candidates.

At our Sunday Mass,

ChrisBurrell

Baobby Carpenter

Marc Harold

Erika Kennedy

Zachary Pickard

Elizabeth Scott

will beinvited to come forward with their
sponsors for the Rite of Sending. In thissim-
ple ceremony, we as a parish community are
asked to acknowledge the progress these can-
didates have made in their spiritual formation
asthey prepare for the Easter sacraments. We
assure them of our prayers as we send them
forth to celebrate the Rite of Election at the
Cathedral where Bishop Baker will greet the
RCIA catechumens and candidates from area
parishes and where they will encounter the
larger church. Please keep them in your
prayers as they continue their Lenten journey
to the Easter Vigil.

Prayer Partners Sign-up!!!

What ablessing it is to have a specia person
pray just for you, especially during Lent or the
whole year if you choose to. Y ou may pick your
own or be given one, either way please sign-up
to be a prayer partner. For more information and
to sign-up, see Carol Blanchard after Mass.

Readings for the Week of Feb. 18"

Sun.x 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23;
1 Corinthians 15:45-49; Luke 6:27-28
Mon.+ Sirach 1:1-10; Mark 9:14-29
Tue.x Sirach 2:1-11; Mark 9:30-37
Wed.+ Joel 2:12-18; 2 Corinthians 5:20 +6:2
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18

Thu.x 1 Peter 5:1-4; Matthew 16:13-19
Fri.x Isaiah 58:1-9a; Matthew 9:14-15
Sat.+ |saiah 58:9b-14; Luke 5:27-32

The atar flowers this Sunday
are offered by the Agujia
family, in loving memory of
Freddy Fiorillo M.

“ Sewardship is a way of thanking God
for all His blessings by returning to Him
a portion of the time, talent and treasures
we have received.”

Stewardship February 10-11, 2007

$9,482.10
$615.00
$886.70

Total Contribution
Bishop' s Stewardship Appeal
Our Tithe

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




