
 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 FEBRUARY 11, 2007                            
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 
This week, in our Time and Talent Fair, we celebrate all the gifts the Lord has showered on 
us, both individually and as a parish community, in terms of our talents and our time. 
 

As part of this celebration we parade banners bearing the names of all our formal parish min-
istries as we gather for our Mass - our weekly service of thanksgiving.  This is not just an 
exercise in patting ourselves on the back, to tell ourselves how good we are – though that is 
not a bad thing to do from time to time.  On this occasion, however, the emphasis is rather on 
opportunities for offering our time and talent to the Lord for him to use as he thinks fit in the 
building up of his Kingdom here in our midst. We offer our giftedness together with the bread 
and wine for God to take, bless, transform and hand back to us for us to share.  And this proc-
ess becomes the means by which we ourselves will be transformed, sanctified and made into 
fundamentally happy people! 
 

Yes, each of us is endowed with great gifts.  Some of them we may not know we have.  Some 
of them may even frighten us in terms of the demands they might make on our time and en-
ergy. But God does not make mistakes. All of them have been given to us for his good pur-
pose, for us to use and develop, and share with others for the greater good of all. 
 

Consider that God so loves us and has such trust in us, that he has handed his talents over to 
us, making us co-creators with him!  He trusts us to use them wisely, and for his glory and the 
fulfillment of his plan for the world. If God trusts us so much, we need to learn to trust one 
another, and encourage and enable one another, entrusting each other with significant respon-
sibilities as we nurture and develop each other’s gifts. 
 

We are tremendously blessed in our community to have such a wealth of talent at our dis-
posal. We are also blessed by the generosity with which members step up to the plate and 
ungrudgingly give of their time and talent in the accomplishment of both intricate, and time 
consuming tasks, and also menial tasks, that together add up to our experience of Church, not 
only on Sundays, but every day. I for one am deeply grateful for such generosity, and proud 
to be part of such an enterprise. Volunteerism is alive and well at St. Benedict’s, thanks be to 
God! 
 

Much of the volunteer work – ministry – is painstakingly and quietly accomplished through-
out the week by individual members in ways of which few are aware.  I am speaking, for in-
stance, of the care of the infirm in our parish on a day to day basis.  It is a great joy to wel-
come into our “parade”  a new ministry specifically for the care of the sick and homebound 
and the lonely. This has recently gotten off to a very encouraging start. I am speaking of those 
who collect, store and distribute decent and serviceable furniture to people in our neighbor-
hood who have very few of the fundamental requirements for a home.  This is another new 
ministry begun by our parishioners during the past year. 
 

One of the major ministries of our parish that functions very much behind the scenes is the 
ministry of the members of our Church Building Steering Committee.  Generously, they give 
many hours of their time and their professional expertise in planning, and negotiating with the 
town and the diocese as they strive to   move forward the preparations for the major undertak-
ing that we have planned for our future parish home.  The fact that at present we seem to be 
hitting one hurdle after another, as we slowly move forward on this painstaking journey, must 
be as frustrating for them as it is for me.  These hurdles have unfortunately prevented us from 
achieving the timeline distributed several months ago, yet despite all the frustrations and set-
backs, they press on undaunted, knowing that their work will bear as yet hidden fruits if they 
keep their eye on the ball.  Over the past months they have cheerfully contributed many thou-
sands of dollars’  worth of professional planning, engineering, legal and negotiating services, 
all of it pro bono, or with individual donations from them to cover the costs. 
 

One of the major tasks in hand is the financial planning for the project. The financial regula-
tions of the diocese set out strict parameters for us to work within as we strive to ensure that, 
in phase I of the project, we have in place the infrastructure to serve our immediate needs, but 
designed with a careful eye on its eventual extension to support our ultimate plans.  Where 
can we, as a stewardship parish, generate the ready cash to get phase I off the ground and 
going?  This is a tough question. The Parish has some savings, yet clearly much of the money 
will need to come from increased contributions in the weekly collection - largely from those 
parishioners who have yet to come on board with the stewardship program.  But there will 
also have to be some very creative additional financing to get us where we need to be. Differ-
ent structural and financial scenarios are being researched and evaluated, as we move towards 
a viable financial plan. 
 

We are so blessed to have in our Building Steering Committee the ministry of such exemplary 
stewards form among our own parishioners, as well as from Christ our King, Stella Maris and 
Blessed Sacrament parishes. I invite you to join me in giving thanks to God for them all, and 
in supporting their efforts on our behalf with our daily prayer, that we may all be really open 
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints 
Lutheran, and at any other time by  
appointment.  
 

Mass Intentions  
Please apply to the Parish Office to 
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there. 
 

Active Membership in our parish is 
determined by four things: 
1. Being properly registered in the 

parish for a sufficient period of 
time. 

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days. 

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish. 

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one’s gifts of time and talent. 

  
Hospitalized/Homebound?   
Please call the Parish Center to arrange 
for prayer, anointing, communion and 
visitation if you or a loved one is hospi-
talized or  homebound. For a planned 
operation, please request the Sacrament 
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal. 
 
A Letter From the Bishop 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

Pope Benedict XVI writes in his first 
encyclical, God Is Love (Deus Caritas 
Est), “ Love is the light - and in the end, 
the only light - that can always illumi-
nate a world grown dim and give us the 
courage needed to keep living and 
working” (no.39). 
 

With a love that brings radiant light, 
Catholics in the United States help 
through the Collection to Aid the 
Church in Central and Eastern Europe 
to build parishes in many distant, un-
known places. Your generous donations 
support seminaries, social service pro-
grams, youth ministry, pastoral centers, 
schools, church construction and reno-
vation, and the spreading of the Gospel 
message through the mass media. 
 

Your compassionate concern for the 
universal Church brings Christ's light 
to people and places once covered by a 
pall of darkness. 
 

Spread the radiant light of love through 
your generous support of this Collec-
tion. 
 

Thank you. 
  
 
 

  Sincerely yours in Christ, 
   
 Most Reverend Robert J. Baker 
   Bishop of Charleston 
 
 
 
 

Diocesan Office of Child 
Protection Services 

 (843) 853-2130, ext. 209 
 

 Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 
(800) 921-8122 



Welcome New Par ishioners!!! 
New parishioners are invited to come to 
the Tuesday evening Mass at 6:30 p.m. on 
February 20th, at the home of Joe & Peggy 
Harkins. After Mass at 7:30 p.m., there 
will be a Pancake Dinner to welcome the 
new members of our parish. We hope to 
see you there!!!  
 

Sign-up for  Soup Supper 
·  February 21st is Ash Wednesday. We 

have a tradition at St. Benedict to 
share a meal of soup and bread after 
the Ash Wednesday Mass. Please 
sign up after Mass on February 
17/18, to bring soup or bread , or call 
Jody Nesbitt at 849-1610. 

 

·  Starting February 27th, on Tuesdays 
through Lent, we will celebrate our 
6:30 p.m. Masses followed by a Soup 
Supper. To volunteer to bring soup or 
bread to one of the suppers, please 
call Lois O'Keefe at 971-9293. 

 

St John Catholic School Auction 
A silent and live auction will be held on 
Saturday, February 17th, beginning at 
6:00 p.m. in Blackbaud (Daniel Island). 
Some items to auction are season tickets 
to the Battery Soccer team & passes to the 
Three Lions club, Cooking classes at 
Charleston Cooks of the Maverick restau-
rants, overnight stays at some nice hotels 
downtown, golf outings and packages, 
mountain rental houses in North Caro-
lina and Montana. For more information 
and/or to purchase tickets, please call 
Mike or Suzanne Catanzarite at 881-0328 
to purchase tickets. “Come on out and 
enjoy the fun!”            
 

Char leston Catholic School 
 

Registration: Registration begins  
February 12th for new non-peninsular 
Catholic families and February 26th for 
new families of other denominations. 
Questions? Please call 577-4494. 
 

 

February Rosary for  Life 
Priests for Life is calling each Catholic to 
pray fervently for the closing of the West 
Ashley abortion facility. Please join Dea-
con Liam Panganiban of the Adorno Fa-
thers from Immaculate Conception 
Church in Goose Creek. He will lead the 
Rosary and prayers at  the West Ashley 
Abortion facility at 1312 Ashley River 
Road (corner of Hwy 61 & Fuseler) on 
Saturday, February 17th, from 8:00-9:00 
a.m. For information, please call Stephen 
Boyle at 763-0681. Last month, the Very 
Reverend Joseph F. Hanley Jr., Pastor of 
Blessed Sacrament Church, led 67 people 
in the Rosary and prayers. 

Readings for  the Week of Feb. 11th 
 

Sun.± Jeremiah 17:5-8;  
          1 Corinthians 15:12,16-20;  
          Luke 6:17,20-26        
Mon.±  Genesis 4:1-15,25; Mark 8:11-13 
Tue.± Genesis 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Mark 8:14-21 
Wed.± Genesis 8:6-13, 20-22; Mark 8:22-26 
Thu.± Genesis 9:1-13; Mark 8:27-33 
Fri.± Genesis 11:1-9; Mark 8:34-9:1 
Sat.± Hebrews 11:1-7; Mark 9:2-13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week of February 12 – 18, 2007 
 

Mon.-Fri. NO MASS 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.          Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)  
 Children' s Liturgy (ages 4-6) 
 
 

Parish Website Update!!! 
Our website has been moved to a new 
host to improve uptime. The URL is still 
www.stbenedictparish.org, 
however, if you had the alternate URL, 
www.catholic-doc.org/stbenedict, 
bookmarked please note it will no longer 
work. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Schedule 
 

Schedule - February 17 - Saturday Vigil 
 

Scr ipture Readings—See Sunday L iturgy 
Reading I                                    Midge Moran                           
Reading II                       Deb McGee                     
 

Ushers Linda Koch, Pat McKay 
 

Cross Bearer  Wynn Harding 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread: Corinne Bartolec 
Cup: Dori Bolling, Kevin Carpentier 
 

Schedule - February 18 – Sunday L iturgy 
 

Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 
                                                      Joe Mueller 
Reading II: 1 Corinthians 15:45-49 
                                                  Dolores Vogel                                 
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38 
Prayers of the Faithful                       June Bell                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

Greeters/Gift Givers  The Dahabi Family 
 

Welcoming/Registration  Sue Gonzales 
 

Ushers  Dom Del Grosso, Hedy Hodge,  
Jeff Peterson, Mark French, Mike Hauser 

Altar  Servers   
Dalton Barfield, Parker Barfield  

Cross Bearer   Lisa Cottingham 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Lori Gerding, Georgia French 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread: Anne Medio, Janeen Zaio,  
Jo Dunne, Peggy Harkins  
Cup: Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble,  
Judy Gilman, Mindy Carroll, Sandy Funk, 
Terry Gray 

Nursery 
Juice: Ana McClure 
Snack: Kim Allan 
Kerry Schrauth, Rob Schrauth 
 

Hospitality   
Hostess: Ginny Rubano 
Cathy Gough, John Hakim, Krista Hakim, 
Rex & Lori Gerding, Peggy Klimecki, 
Sarah Harold, Sue Gonzales, Tina Grady 
 

Collection Counters 
Mike Catanzarite, Carlos & Jennifer Roe 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

The altar flowers this Sunday 
are offered by the Carroll 
family, in loving memory of 
Dee Carroll & Mary Kyle. 

 
 
 
“ Sharing our talents arises from the fact 
that God has given each of us the ability 

and gifts to do certain things well, 
and we are to develop those talents 

for the good of others.”  
Stewardship February 3–4,  2007 

Total Contribution  $ 10,285.15 

Our Tithe     $ 907.52 

Bishop' s Appeal       $ 1,210.00 

Time/Talent Commitment 
 

Next Sunday, February 18th, is 
when we commit/recommit our 
time and talent to our ministries. 
·  Reflect on your involvement 

in the St. Benedict community, fill out 
your form and place it in the special bas-
ket at the altar as we prepare the gifts 
during Mass. To learn more about our 
parish ministries, visit the parish website 
and check out the Ministry Directory. 

·  Every parishioner of Confirmation age 
should have a Ministry Commitment 
form indicating their ministries. If you 
need additional forms, you can download 
it from the parish website. If you are a 
new parishioner and not yet involved in a 
ministry, here is your chance to sign up. 

May we respond joyfully to God’s generosity! 
 

St. Benedict Men’s Group 
Newcomers are always welcome! If you are 
interested in joining us please feel free to 
come on Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Parish Center.  We meet every other Saturday 
and will be meeting next on February 17th. 
 

2007 Family L ife Conference 
Saturday, March 10th, Columbia, SC 
Register by February 28th. You can download 
the full conference flyer can be downloaded 
from our parish website. 


