HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH

DECEMBER 30, 2007
A Message from Father Paul

]
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And so Christmas day is behind us once more, but | hope you have not packed away the
Christmas créche and all the decorations yet. Christmas goes on for a full twelve days and
reaches its climax on next Sunday, the feast of the Epiphany of the Lord, afeast even more
celebrated in the Church than Christmas!

| trust that you, like me, have had a wonderful feast with family and friends, with all sorts of
giftsthat you never dreamed would be yours, even if you did dream that they would be good
to havel These giftsare asign and symbol of the great gift God has given us — the gift of
himself, in his humanity, in user-friendly form!

Today’'s feast — the Holy Family —isalso our feast. We have so much to be thankful for in
the gift that our families are for us, and the gift that we are for our families— if we care to be.
Thisfeast — and indeed the whole Christmas season - is very much about gratitude for all
God' s giftsto us, shared with us by our near and dear ones, and also by the wider community
- our parish family, for instance.

And so we need to develop the skill of saying “thank you!”, yes, “thank you!”, over and over
again to all sorts of people we often take entirely for granted — even to our God. We need to
work at being “thankful” people in every forum of our lives. Let uslearn and practice the
gentle art of honoring people, by saying “Thank you!” often, not just taking them for granted.

Last Sunday, in my message, | told you that we had provided, out of our parish tithing ac-
count, the funding for a house for a disadvantaged person in need of a decent roof over her
head through the services of Habitat for Humanity. | suggested that the donation and also the
hoped for parishioner involvement it will engender, might be our parish’s gift to the Lord this
Christmas. Habitat, and the person who will eventually live in St Benedict’s house, also want
to say abig “thank you!”. | attach the text of the letter | received recently.

Dear Father Paul and Parishioners:
East Cooper

ﬁ\" Habitat

for Humanity®

East Cooper Habitat for Humanity strives to eliminate poverty
housing in our community. We know that we can only achieve this
goal one house at a time. Today we are one step closer to our goal
because of the generous sponsorship of the parish as you begin your new building. Your
gift of a full house sponsorship,$50.000.00 is an overwhelming gift in this special season
of God's love.

The house will be the next house we construct and will begin after the New Year. The
homeowner-to-be, who will work alongside anyone from the Parish who would like to
join with us as we build, has been selected.. Sheis a young woman who left an abusive
situation with her little girl and lived for a time in the attic of her sister's home. Cur-
rently she livesin a very dangerous neighborhood where drug activity and crime make
life impossible. She works in Mount Pleasant on Long Point Road as a secretary.

I will work with Maureen Richardson to keep the parish aware of and included in the
build. The house will bein the Phillip's community adjacent to Park West so it will be
convenient for volunteers.

Habitat affiliates since their founding have considered themselves servants of their com-
munities’ churches. | am so pleased to be able to serve all of you aswe build a & Bene-
dict house.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, the staff, our volunteers and especially our partner
families, thank you for your exemplary tithe. As you build we build, God's blessing will
accompany our efforts.

Together with you, Building houses and hope,

David J. Barnard
Executive Director

| also have so much to be thankful for. Quite apart from all your generosity over the Christ-
mas celebration, | refer to the way you have honored me over the years by including mein
events of your family life, allowing me to share in both the joyous and the more painful mo-
ments that are woven into the tapestry of our very existence. It has been a humbling and also
life-giving experience for me, a privilege, a mark of trust and friendship that | shall cherish as
I move on. For this, and for so much else, | am deeply grateful, and say a heartfelt “ Thank
you!” to one and all.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

M ass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes:. Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space.

Active M ember ship in our parishis

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4, A serious commitment to the sharing
of on€'s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites al people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate this to the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to takeasip
from the cup.

St. Vincent
de Paul
Collection

Next Saturday and Sunday, the

1% weekend of January, we will have
our monthly SVDP collection after
each Mass. We provide emergency
assistance to the needy in the East
Cooper area. Please be generous!

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of Dec. 31—Jan. 6, 2007
Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Tues. 9:30 a.m. Franke at Seaside

(Mary, Mother of God)
Wed. 9:00 am. Dunes West-Brickfall Estates
Norm and MaryAnn Russell
1782 Cherokee Rose Circle 971-1314
Thurs. 9:00 am. Dunes West-Marsh Cove
Roger and Ann Hart
2991 Riverwood Drive 884-2410

Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints L utheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - January 1 - Mary, Mother of God
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Numbers 6:22-27 Rosdie Guerin
Reading II: Galatians4:4-7 Trent Bolling
Gospel: Luke 2:16-21

Schedule - January 5 - Saturday Vidil
Scripture Readings—see Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Ashleigh van Metre
Reading |1 Rose van Metre
Ushers Tom Thesing

CrossBearer Kevin Carpentier

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Bob Little

Cup: Jeanne Burke, Lois O'Keefe

Schedule - January 6 — Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Isaiah 60:1-6 Jean Sullivan
Reading II: Ephesians 3:2-33,5-6 Jim Phillips
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

Prayers of the Faithful Wynn Harding
Greeterg/Gift Givers The Cartini Family
Welcoming/Registration Leo Albano

Ushers Amy McCarthy, Sean McCarthy, Mark
French, Norm Russdll, Terry Gray

Altar Servers
Araba Appiagyei-Dankah, Brennan McDavid

Cross Bearer Drew Burrichter

Children’sLiturgy of the Word
Kelly Kowalchick, SonjalLong

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Joe Neshitt, Mike McAdams, Peggy
Harkins

Cup: Barb Gamble, Barbara Miracky, Burt
Carlin, Fred Gamble, Jackie Napier, Midge
Moran

Nursery

Check-in: Holly Kut

Juice: KrisKut

Snack: Cindi Van Meir, Ed Van Meir

Hospitality Hostess: Ellen Sanaga

Barb Gamble, Barbara Fitzpatrick, Cathy
Gough, Christina Grady, Cristina Garcia, Erin
Carroll, Sandy Funk, Tina Grady, Virginia
Falcone

Collection Counters
Diane Costa, Elizabeth Evans

Monsignor Chet M oczydlowski

Father Chet will be arriving in mid Janu-
ary. Father Paul will be formally handing
over the leadership of the parish to him
during Mass at Cario School on Sunday
13th January. All areinvitedtojoinin
the celebration at this mass and to wel-
come Father Chet to our parish family at
the reception immediately following.

January L ook-Ahead

We wish you all ahappy and blessed new
year! Aswe |look forward to all of God's
giftsin 2008, we invite you to aways take
part in all 2opportunities for sharing® with
others. Below are January events (details
will be provided in an upcoming bulletin).

Translations—January 10" at 7 p.m.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
— January 18"-25"

ECCO Volunteer Orientation

A session will take place on January 2™ at
11:00 am. at the ECCO building (at 1145
Six Mile Rd). This session will answer
any questions you may have about ECCO
and what isinvolved to volunteer. Our
volunteers give just 3 hours aweek. You
pick the day and times you want to volun-
teer and you pick the job you want to vol-
unteer to do. Thereis no obligation to
join. There will be atour of the building
and an opportunity to speak with our vol-
unteers. Paul Suchy ECCO Warehouse
Manager (843-849-9220).

Diocese of Charleston Part-Time
Employment Opportunity

PT Secretary, 15 hrs/wk. Opportunity to
work with seminarians on their journey to
priesthood. Answer questions and assure
that the many associated administrative
functions are handled smoothly. Ability
to organize meetingg/retreats. Strong
computer, interpersonal, and organiza-
tional skillsrequired. Confidentiality es-
sential. Ability to work independently and
handle multiple priorities. Knowledge of
Catholicism required. Thereisa possibil-
ity this position could assume additional
clerical duties within the organization, for
up to 30 hrs/wk with FT benefits. For
consideration, apply online at
www.catholic-doc.org/hr or fax resume to
843-402-9071. Cover letter with salary
expectations required as part of applica-
tion process.

Did You Know?

Maranathais an Aramaic phrase variously
translated as #Our Lord, Comel!® 2Qur
Lord has comel® or 2Come, Lord Jesus
Christ!® It was used as a greeting between
early Christians. Maranathal

Celebrate Holy Family
Let us take a moment to pray
for our parish family and all
families. May we be taught
by the example of the Holy
Family, until we are all one
family, happy and at peacein
our true home in God!

All Saints Thursday Bible Study

You are invited to the All Saints Thursday
morning Bible Study. The first meeting of the
new year will be on January 11" and it will
begin with a new study. It will be held at
10:00 am. to 11:30 am. in the Parish Life
Center of All Saints.

Sunday, December 30, 2007
Reading |: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Reading I1: Colossians 3:12-21
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

“ Today as we celebrate the feast of the Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, we contem-
plate the hardships and fears they faced as they
journeyed to Egypt.

In the month of December, through your gifts, the
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul was able to help
the poor and suffering to face their hardships
and fears, by assisting 11 families, for utility &
rent bills, and an additional 39 families with
Household Furniture. Thank You!

Week of Dec. 31, 2007 —Jan. 5, 2008

Mon.+ 1 John 2:18-21; John 1:1-18
Tue.x Mary, Mother of God
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7;
Luke 2:16-21
Wed.+ 1 John 2:22-28; John 1:19-28
Thu.+ 1 John 2:29-3:6; John 1:29-34
Fri.+ 1 John 3:7-10; John 1:35-42
Sat.+ 1 John 3:11-21; John 1:43-51

The altar flowers this Sunday are

offered by Trent & Dori Bolling,

in thanksgiving for the birthdays

of our mothers, Frances Gutyar
Bolling & Vivina Saldafia Doroja.

“ And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giv-

ing thanks to God the Father through him.”
—<Colossans 3:17

Stewardship December 15 & 16, 2007

Total Contribution $9,386.50
Christmas $ 150.00
Our Tithe $938.60

Stewar dship December 22-23 & 24-25, 2007
will be published next week.

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




