
 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 DECEMBER 16, 2007                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

Can you imagine a world without keys?  How many keys are in your pocket or your purse 
now? - Front door? - Car? - Office? - Safe Deposit Box? - Drinks cabinet….! 
 

How many things we lock and unlock every day!  There even used to be a devotional manual 
called “The Key of Heaven” .  Is that place locked too?! One might wonder. 
 

The Advent liturgy – specifically one of the “Great ‘O’”  antiphons in the Church’s Evening 
Prayer for this week – calls Christ the “Key of David” .  This is because there are some things 
that only he can lock; and some things that only he can unlock. 
 

He can unlock the door in front of us, a door that leads to hope and peace, a door that leads to 
truth and integrity, to chastity and holiness. 
 

He can also lock behind us the door through which fear and anxiety, guilt and shame have so 
often entered our lives, making our lives hell. 
 

Christ can set us free from our captivity and slavery, from all the things that imprison and 
chain us; from all the dungeons where we sit in terrible loneliness or haunting despair, often 
hating ourselves. 
 

He can rescue us from the solitary confinement of our selfishness, and from all that prevents 
us from going out in love to others. 
 

Jesus Christ, the “Key of David” , can break the hold that sin has on us; the tight grip of our 
repeated moral and sexual failings, our laziness, our greed, our deviousness, our smooth lies, 
and our hypocrisy. 
 

He can help us to rise above the compulsive needs that our ego so often inflicts on us. He can 
purify our sometimes disturbing desires, and calm the heart of our often crazy, violent and 
disordered passions. 
 

Christ can conquer death; the death we experience every day, when we try to escape from the 
truth about our lives; or when we try to escape from the responsibilities and situations we 
ought to face. 
 

The Church wants each of us to meet Christ, the Key of David, especially at this time.  Many 
of us did so at last Wednesday’s Service of Reconciliation when we availed ourselves of the 
opportunity to make an honest and true confession of our sins. And we experienced the heal-
ing power of God, and the grace and encouragement to persevere in our battle against our 
darker selves. It was a time of joyful grace for us all. 
 

Sadly, some of us were not able to be present at that time.  For them it is not too late. Exam-
ine your way of life peacefully in the light of God’s goodness and mercy.  In faith come to 
him to celebrate his healing life-giving touch as you make your confession, and hear the 
words of his absolution of your failings. 
 

I am very happy to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with you at whatever time may 
be convenient to you, whenever I am free.  Just call and make an appointment. 
 

 
On the theme of keys, but on a very different note I need to draw your attention to the secu-
rity arrangements at the Mansion – the Parish Office and meeting rooms.  Our insurance com-
pany has expressed serious concern at these arrangements, or the lack of them, and has asked 
me to take this matter in hand. 
 

The problem is that many people have acquired keys to the Mansion and hold them for good 
reason, but we have no written record of who exactly they are.  Others – very many people – 
know where a key is hidden and use it to enter the building to see to their business when no-
body of the management is there.  However, we have no idea who or how many know where 
the key is kept.  Therefore nobody can be held accountable for what goes on in the Mansion 
at any given time. 
 

I therefore propose that as from Monday December 24th – Christmas Eve – 
the key to the mansion will be kept in a new safe place, and all those 
who feel they require to know where it is kept are asked to contact my associate – Drew Bur-
richter or myself at the parish office to be let into the secret! We will keep a list of those in 
the know.  Will those who hold keys please let us know let me know that they still have them 
and explain their need for one, or if they prefer, turn it in. It goes without saying that I trust all 
those in the know not to divulge the key’s whereabouts, so that we do not continually have to 
repeat this process. I know that I can count on your cooperation. Many thanks. 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints 
Lutheran, and at any other time by  
appointment.  
 

Mass Intentions  
Please apply to the Parish Office to 
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there. 
 

Children’s Envelopes:  Stewardship 
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship 
space. 
 

Active Membership in our parish is 
determined by four things: 
1. Being properly registered in the 

parish for a sufficient period of 
time. 

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days. 

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish. 

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one’s gifts of time and talent. 

  
Hospitalized/Homebound?   
Please call the Parish Center to arrange 
for prayer, anointing, communion and 
visitation if you or a loved one is hospi-
talized or  homebound. For a planned 
operation, please request the Sacrament 
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal. 
 

Communion Procedure   
The principles guiding the distribution 
of Communion in the Catholic Church 
are clearly outlined on the front inside 
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus 
invites all people of faith and good will 
to accept him into their hearts.  If age or 
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are 
still invited to approach the altar for a 
blessing.  Please indicate this to the 
Eucharistic Minister by placing your 
arms across your chest.  The Eucharist 
is offered under both species.  After 
bowing reverently and receiving the 
sacred host, you are invited to take a sip 
from the cup. 
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A book of remembrance is located by 
the church door. You are welcome to 

inscribe the names of the sick, the 
dead, and your special intentions.  

These are remembered in prayer and 
carried to the altar with the offerings 

on Sunday. 

Diocesan Office of Child 
Protection Services 

 (843) 853-2130, ext. 209 
 

 Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 
(800) 921-8122 



Sunday, December  16, 2007 
 

Reading I :  Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 
Reading I I :  James 5:7-10 
Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-11 
 

“ In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us that the good news 
can be seen, touched felt and heard through the 
lives of  God’s people. We are now charged to 
take up the ministry of Jesus, but we can’ t just ask 
people to take our word for it; our actions must 
speak for us. 
 

Since Christmas is a time of love and gift giving, 
please share in Jesus ministry by giving a gift to the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that those who are 
poor can know the good news of Jesus.”   
 

Week of December  17 – 22, 2007 
 

Mon.± Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 
Tue.± Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25 
Wed.± Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25 
Thu.± Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 
Fri.±  Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Luke 1:39-45 
Sat.± 1 Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56 

 
 
 
 

 
Week of December  17 – 23, 2007 

 

Mon. 10:30 a.m.               Franke at Seaside 
 

Tues. 6:30 p.m.        Park West-Wheatstone                                              
 (Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.) 
 Bill & Lynn Meyer 
 1721 James Basford Place   856-4095     
 

Wed. 9:00 a.m.      Dunes West-The Harbor 
  Rich & Sue Gonzales 
  1717 Bowline Drive             216-8080 
 (Please call for a gate pass.) 
 

Thurs. 9:00 a.m.    Dunes West-Dunes Mill 
  Mike & Kathy Eovino 
  1921 Dunes Mill Way          971-6074 
 (Please call for a gate pass.)   

Fri. 9:00 a.m.                          Parish Center 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.          Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)  
 Children' s Liturgy (ages 4-6) 

 
Ministry Schedule 

 

Schedule - December 22 - Saturday Vigil 
Scr ipture Readings-see Sunday L iturgy 
Reading I                         Suzanne Catanzarite                                    
Reading II                                    Brian Cuddy                                 
 

Ushers  Susan Porinchak, Tom Thesing 
 

Cross Bearer   William Meyer 
 

Euchar istic M inisters  
Bread:  Marilee Little 
Cup: Bob Little, Corrine Bartolec 
 

Schedule - December 23 – Sunday L iturgy 
Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Isaiah 7:10-14      Lauren DiNicola 
Reading II: Romans 1:1-7 
 Araba Appiagyei-Dankah                      
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 
Prayers of the Faithful                       June Bell 
 

Greeters/Gift Bearers  The Del Grossos 
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration  Sue Gonzales 
 

Ushers  Hedy Hodge, Mindy Carroll, 
Pat McKay, Paul Kowalchick, Paulette Joyce 
 

Altar  Servers   
Dalton Barfield, Parker Barfield 
 

Cross Bearer   Lisa Cottingham 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Paula Borgesen, Leo Albano 
 

Euchar istic M inisters   
Bread: Drew Burrichter, Mindy Carroll, 
Jo Dunne, Maryann Russell  
Cup: Sandy Funk, Mary Helen Gammon, 
Judy Gilman, Norm Napier, Jim Stott,   

Nursery   
Check In: Traci Peters 
Juice:  Kyle & Leanna Potter 
Snack: Kikki Thayer 
 

Hospitality  Hostess: Jane Talbot 
The Del Grossos, Elizabeth Evans, Jo Dunne, 
Lisa Cottingham, Paula Burrichter, Phyllis 
DiNicola, Sandy Burwell, Sue Gonzales  
 

Collection Counters  
Stan Adams, Ann Callery 

 
Attention! Changes in Bulletin 

Submission Deadline 
 

�  Dec 30th bulletin—due by 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 18th 

�  Jan 6th bulletin—due by 12:00 noon on 
Thursday, December 27th 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

 
 

 

“ Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the 
coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, 
being patient with it until it receives the 

early and the late rains.”   (James 5:7) 

Children’s Gifts on Chr istmas Eve!!! 
We invite our children to bring an unwrapped 
gift to be presented by them during the Proces-
sion at the beginning of the Christmas Eve 
Mass. These gifts will be donated to ªHappy 
Wheelsº, a non-profit outreach organization 
whose mission is “ To extend hope and love 
through prayer, interaction, and distribution of 
toys and books to the children at the Medical 
University of South Carolina Children’s Hos-
pital.”  The current items that are most needed 
are toys for children ages newborn to six (6) 
years and eleven (11) to fourteen (14) years 
(gift value ranges $8 to $16). If you would like 
to know more about Happy Wheels, please call 
them at 971-3918, or visit their website at 
www.happywheels.org. Parents, if you have 
further questions, please contact Traci Peters 
(881-2224 or drptlp11111@bellsouth.net), the 
ministry leader for Children' s Liturgy of the 
Word, who will be coordinating this effort. 
 

USCCB Websites for  Catholics 
¨  Daily Scripture Readings 

www.usccb.org/nab 
¨  Mass Times for Travel 
 masstimes.org 
¨  Top Ten Movie List (1965 to 2006) 
 Vatican Top 45 List 

www.usccb.org/movies  

Prepare For  Chr istmas!  
 

All are invited to fully 
take part in our parish 
Advent liturgies and 
preparations for Christ-
mas. Each family is 
invited to:    

·  Christmas Poinsettias 
Bring a gift of Poinsettia, or make a 
donation for the purchase of one (check 
made to St Benedict). Poinsettias will 
adorn our worship place for the Christ-
mas celebrations. To sign-up and for 
more information, please call Karen 
Thesing at 216-9750 or 224-8568,  or 
email her at thesingk@bellsouth.net. 
 

·  Christmas Receptions 
Bring a favorite dish or dessert to our 
parish receptions immediately after the 
Christmas Eve & Day liturgies. To 
sign-up and for more information, 
please call Jody Nesbitt 849-1610, or 
email her at jodynesbitt@comcast.net. 
Please pick-up a serving dish from our 
storeroom collection beforehand if 
needed.  

 

Help is needed also to set-up/clean-up 
before/after each celebration. We look 
forward to your joyful participation! 
 

Thanks for  the Turkeys 
and the Angels n’  Ships 
Thanks to all who participated in our two 
recent drives to help those less fortunate 
in our area.  An amazing $1005  was col-
lected to pay for turkeys at Thanksgiving 
this year.  The cash donations were given 
to ECCO to purchase the turkeys and 
make distribution.  As for our Angels n© 
Ships Tree collections, over 130 gifts 
were collected for ECCO to distribute to 
needy children.   Also, the Seafarers Min-
istry was able to distribute 50 boxes of 
personal items to seamen who serve on 
the container ships that visit our port.   
Your contributions to these causes 
have  made a difference in this season of 
sharing to those who will receive these 
gifts.  Thank you again for your wonder-
ful generosity.   
 

Daughters of Saint Paul Need Help 
Did you know that ªTHE DAUGHTERSº  
ARE TOTALLY SELF-SUPPORTING? 
They are working women who support 
themselves and their Order through sales 
of religious books and gift items at their 
Catholic Bookstore in 243 King Street in 
downtown Charleston. If you would like 
to help them in any capacity, please call 
Sister Jane at 577-3344 or 577-0175. To 
know more about ªTHE DAUGHTERSº, 
visit www.daughtersofstpaul.com. 

Stewardship December 7, 8 &  9, 2007 

Total Contribution  $ 10,834.00 

Our Tithe   $ 1,082.40 

Immaculate Conception     $ 969.00 

Retirement Fund for Religious       $ 10.00 


