
 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 DECEMBER 2, 2007                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

When he was twenty seven years old, in 1849, the great Russian novelist, Fyodor 
Dostoevsky, was sentenced to death by Tsar Nicholas I. 

Dostoevsky’s crime had been to print socialist propaganda.  He was also accused of 
participating in an anti-Tsarist plot. 

With his fellow conspirators, he stood shivering in Semenovsky Square, in St. Peters-
burg, as their crimes and sentences were read out in public. 

The first three prisoners were tied to stakes in front of open graves. The death vest-
ments were put on them – long white smocks with white caps drawn down over their 
eyes to prevent them from seeing the rifles. 

Dostoevsky was in the next group of three, and believed he had only minutes to live.  
At that moment he cried out: “We shall be with Christ!”  

A large crowd was watching.  The soldiers took aim.  Then, suddenly and amazingly, 
the execution was halted.  The accused were given a reprieve. 

Tsar Nicholas, it seems, had never intended any of them to be shot.  But he wanted to 
stage a mock execution and a last minute reprieve, so as to demonstrate his great 
“benevolence”  to all the Russian people! 

But the relief of the conspirators was very short lived.  Their sentence had been com-
muted to five years hard labor in a Siberian prison camp. 

The experience of this mock execution, and his five years hard labor marked Dosto-
evsky for life, and worsened his epileptic condition greatly. 

In the prison camp in Omsk, he read Dickens’s “Pickwick Papers” and David Cop-
perfield” . There he had a profound religious crisis in which he came to reject social-
ism and to embrace the Russian Orthodox Church and faith. 

In his novel, “The Idiot” , Dostoevsky tells how he could never forget everything he 
went through in the minutes before his “execution”  – minutes that he thought were to 
be his last on this earth. 

He remembers that there was a church not far off, its gold roof and onion domes 
shining in the bright sunlight.  He recalls staring with very great intensity at the roof 
of the church and the sunbeams shining from it. 

He could not tear his eyes away from those beams; those rays of light seemed to him 
to be a sign of “new life” . He felt that in a few moments he would merge with them.  
He waited…..It seemed like an eternity…. 

Waiting is not a popular virtue in our day.  Most of us find it almost impossible to 
wait for anything at all. We want everything now! 

Ours is a world of instant food; instant communication; instant success….But there is 
no such thing as instant “new life” ! 

For this we must learn to wait.  And that is what Advent teaches us – to wait - to be 
vigilant - to be awake - to be patient. 

For those of us who are looking and longing for “new life”  at whatever level, Advent 
is a time of hope, promise and encouragement. 

Is “new life”  what you are looking for?  Is the hope of “new life”  what will motivate 
you this Advent? If it is, he will transfigure your life to be like his as you prepare for 
the coming of the Lord of life into your family and home this holiday season. 

Will we grasp this possibility and make it a reality in our own lives as we prepare for 
Christmas? I hope and pray we will. 
 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints 
Lutheran, and at any other time by  
appointment.  
 

Mass Intentions  
Please apply to the Parish Office to have 
Mass celebrated for your intentions. 
Cards are available there. 
 

Children’s Envelopes:  Stewardship 
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship 
space.. 
  
Hospitalized/Homebound?   
Please call the Parish Center to arrange 
for prayer, anointing, communion and 
visitation if you or a loved one is hospi-
talized or  homebound. For a planned 
operation, please request the Sacrament 
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital. 
 

A Letter from Monsignor Laughlin 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

The 2007 Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious appeal will be held in our dio-
cese the weekend of December 8-9.  
Your support of this appeal for our 
elderly religious is a critical factor in 
the success of this campaign.  I am 
writing to ask  your continued assis-
tance and commitment. 
 

If only we all prepared as best we 
could for what the signs of the times 
tell us will occur.  What historic 
event—from the outpouring of Vesu-
vius onto Pompeii to the carnage of 
9/11– has not, in retrospect, been 
found to have hinted in large ways 
and mall of its coming?  How many 
times has the alarm failed to sound?  
How many times have human beings 
suffered because they have not pre-
pared? 
 

Our religious sisters, brothers, and 
older priests who have dedicated their 
lives to ministry put their need before 
us only with the greatest reluctance.  
Even now, with the majority of their 
number past their sixth decade and 
their projected unfunded retirement in 
the billions, women and men religious 
wish to serve others rather than plead 
for themselves. 
 

Please support the Annual Retirement 
Fund for the Religious. 
 

 Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Rev. Msgr. Martin T. Laughlin 

Administrator of the Diocese of Charleston 
 

(The envelope for this collection is in the 
December packet.) 

Diocesan Office of Child 
Protection Services 

 (843) 853-2130, ext. 209 
 

 Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 
(800) 921-8122 



Sunday, December  2, 2007 
 

Reading I :  Isaiah 2:1-5 
Reading I I : Romans 13:11-14  
Gospel:  Matthew 24:37-44 

 

 

“ There is an Advent spirit in the heart of every 
human person. It is one of longing, of yearning 
for a fulfillment that somehow lies beyond our-
selves; for we long for the coming of the Lord. 
As you put your gift in the St Vincent de Paul 
Poor Box, your heart will discover the true  
meaning of Christmas as you help those who 
are suffering and poor to long for the coming 
of the Lord.”   
 

Week of December  3 – 8, 2007 
 

 

Mon.± Isaiah 4:2-6; Matthew 8:5-11 
Tue.± Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 10:21-24 
Wed.± Isaiah 25:6-10a;Matthew 15:29-37 
Thu.± Isaiah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21, 24-27 
Fri.±  Isaiah 29:17-24; Matthew 9:27-31 
Sat.± Immaculate Conception 
 (See Ministry Schedule) 

 
 
 
 

 
Week of December  3 – 9, 2007 

 

Mon. No Mass 
 

Tues. 5:30 p.m.     Brickyard-Boone Grove                                              
 (Scripture Reflection at 4:30 p.m.) 
 Larry Moran 
 1200 Wynnwood Court       884-6961     
 

Wed. 10:15 a.m.         Charleston National- 
                                     Harleston Green 
  Jim & Mimi Sculley 
  4076 Harleston Green Lane 849-7789 
 

Thurs. No Mass   

Fr i. 7:00 p.m.                Franke at Seaside 
 (Immaculate Conception Vigil) 
 

Sat. 9:00 a.m. All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 (Immaculate Conception) 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.          Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)  
 Children' s Liturgy (ages 4-6) 

 
Ministry Schedule 

 

Schedule - Dec. 7 - Immaculate Conception 
Scr ipture Readings-see December 8th 
Reading I:                              Drew Burrichter                    
Reading II                Dolores Vogel                        
 

Schedule - Dec 8 - Immaculate Conception 
Reading 1:Genesis 3:9-15,20  
Reading 2:  Ephesians 1:3-6,11-12 
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
 

Schedule - Dec. 8 - Saturday Vigil 
Scr ipture Readings-see Sunday L iturgy 
Reading I                                Rose van Metre                                    
Reading II                         Ashleigh van Metre                                 
 

Ushers  Hedy Hodge, Pat McKay 
 

Cross Bearer   Mark Dickson 
 

Euchar istic M inisters  
Bread: Jerry O' Keefe 
Cup: Dori Bolling, Marilee Little 
 

Schedule - Dec. 9 – Sunday L iturgy 
Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Isaiah 11:1-10             Deb McGee 
Reading II: Romans 15:4-9     Wynn Harding                      
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
Prayers of the Faithful           Lauren DiNicola 
 

Greeters/Gift Bearers  Richardson Family 
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration  Lynn Meyer 
 

Ushers  Bob Brimmer, Diane Costa, 
John Burnett, Lucy Burnett, Kris Kut 
 

Altar  Servers   
Drayton Rutherford, Dylan Gonzales 
 

Cross Bearer   Wendy Albano 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Margaret Riggs, Wendy Albano 
 

Euchar istic M inisters   
Bread: Drew Burrichter, Maggie Rusciolleli, 
Maryann Russell, Sandy Funk 
Cup: Judy Gilman, Kevin Carpentier, Mary 
Helen Gammon, Norm Napier, Terry Gray 
 

Nursery   
Check In: Ana McClure, Elizabeth Evans 
Juice:  Tracy D' Annunzio 
Snack: Dominque Lopez 
 

Hospitality  Hostess: Lucia Rutherford 
Cecelia Ward, Freda Wojno, Giselle Wrenn, 
Julie Turner, Kelly van Vliet, Keyna Wintjen, 
Lynn Zwickert, Michelle Voytko, 
Rebecca Lee 
 

Collection Counters  
Cecilia Ward, Greg Poetz 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

 
 
“ Therefore, stay awake!  For you do not know on 
which day your Lord will come.”  (Matthew 24:42)  

Stewardship November 17 &  18, 2007 

Total Contribution  $  6,962.00 

Our Tithe   $ 677.10 

Come Serve As A Minister  
of the Euchar ist 
Each one of us is invited always to deepen 
our commitment to the Lord through the 
Eucharist! For many who are already serving 
as Eucharistic Ministers in our parish, it has 
been a great privilege and joy to serve others 
during Holy Communion at Mass and as Altar 
Servers at our Saturday Mass. Being a Eucha-
ristic Minister is also an opportunity to share 
and encounter Christ through our sick and 
homebound parishioners who are enabled to be 
united with our community when we bring the 
Eucharist to them. The Eucharistic Ministers 
are waiting for you to come and join them! 
Those who are interested, you may approach 
Burt Carlin before or after Mass, or contact 
him at 849-0191 or poppyjosc@bellsouth.net. 
 

Cursillo Ultreya 
There will be a Cursillo Ultreya in the Christ 
our King Life Center on Tuesday, December 
6th at 7:00 p.m.  Free childcare will be avail-
able.  All are welcome to attend the Ultreya.  
For more information, please call Mark Foster 
at 830-4401. 

Lectors’  Retreat &  Workshop 
Next Saturday, December 8th, from 10:00 
a.m. until noon, there will be a Lectors'  
Retreat & Workshop at All Saints Church 
(immediately following Mass). All new 
and current lectors are requested to attend 
this very important event.  Please call 
Midge Moran at 906-0059 or email her at 
midgemoran@gmail.com if you have any 
questions. Let us give thanks for those 
who serve on this key ministry to pro-
claim God' s Word for us all! 
 

Catholic Church Holy Days 
Holy days (of Obligation) are a vital and 
integral part of the life and worship of our 
Church and our parish community. The 
next Holy day occurs on December 7th & 
8th—the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. (See Mass Schedule 
for time and location). We look forward 
to seeing you all! For more information 
about Holy Days, please see Father Paul' s 
message for December 5, 2004 on our 
parish website under ªWeekly Bulletinº. 

 

Grocery Bag Sunday 
Next weekend, bring your 
filled grocery bags to help 
support the East Cooper 
Community Outreach 

(ECCO). The bags will be collected after 
Mass on Saturday, December 8th, at All 
Saints Church, and on Sunday, December 
9th, at Cario School. If you wish to help 
with the collection/delivery, please con-
tact Denise Carpentier at 343-966 or 
dkcarpentier@bellsouth.net. 
 

Rescheduled Translations 
The next Translations session on ªThe 
Role of Women in the Catholic Churchº, 
has been rescheduled to January 10th. 
Translations is a discussion forum organ-
ized by members of our parish. For a 
schedule of upcoming session topics go 
to: www.stbenedictparish.org and click 
the Translations link under Parish Life. 
Questions? Contact Dolores Vogel at  
dvogel20@comcast.net or 327-2672. 
 

Appreciation Reception For  
Father  Paul on December 16th 
Father Paul will be with us through the 
end of the year, but with many people 
traveling for Christmas and New Year' s, 
we have chosen December 16th to wish 
him well as he journeys forward.  Please 
join us after Mass at Cario School for a 
ªfarewellº reception for Father Paul. 
For more information, please contact Lisa 
Cottingham at 881-3592. Jody Nesbitt 
will be coordinating the refreshments. 
Please let her know what you can bring 
by calling 849-1610. 

Stewardship November 24 &  25, 2007 

Total Contribution   $ 8,320.00 

Our Tithe    $ 824.50 

Life at the Poverty      $ 75.00 

Diocesan Synod       $ 5.00 

Campaign For Human Development   $ 186.00 

http://www.stbenedictparish.org/Bulletin/2004/B2004-Dec-05.pdf
http://www.stbenedictparish.org/Bulletin/2004/B2004-Dec-05.pdf

