
 21st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 AUGUST 26, 2007                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

Today’s scriptural readings tell us how the Lord lovingly educates us all as his children.  We 
too are called to educate our children in his name as they prepare for their onward journey 
with him in the faith. 
 

In our parish, of set purpose, the parents of our children are primarily responsible for their 
preparation for the sacraments.  They have the essential right and duty to educate them in the 
name of the Lord.  They are “Christ”  for our children. Nobody can take that privilege from 
them; nobody can do it better than they can.  However, far from being left alone to sink or 
swim in the face of this awesome undertaking, we have a whole structure in place to see that 
they are supported and provided with all the materials they will need to facilitate this work.  
This supporting role is shared by all our parishioners. 
 

Following suggestions of parents who have recently experienced the process, we have devel-
oped it in ways that we hope will prove helpful, while ensuring that all the material is covered 
and absorbed appropriately. By way of orientation, I shall be conducting retreats for the par-
ents preparing their children for the sacraments of Reconciliation and Confirmation during 
September and October, and again in January for the parents of First Communicants. 
 

Each candidate will have a Mentor.  In the past children were encouraged to choose their own 
mentors from among the adults in their F.I.R.E. groups, but this has led to considerable prob-
lems, particularly for the children of families new to the parish, to F.I.R.E., and our process of 
preparation. To avoid all the stress that this has caused, I shall now be asking specific mem-
bers of each group to act as the mentor for all the children in that group. 
 

There has been much confusion in the past among both parents and mentors regarding the 
mentors’  actual role in the process.  As they are crucial to the process, I take this opportunity 
to clarify their role here. 
 

The Mentor in no way takes the place of the parents in the process.  He/she is there to support 
the parents as they educate their children, and is also there for the children to address any 
issues that might come up that they might prefer to raise with someone who is not their par-
ent.  It is the mentor’s role to keep the concerns of the children preparing for the sacraments 
before their F.I.R.E. group for regular prayer by the group, and that the group may hold the 
children accountable for their progress in the preparation.  The mentor will also alert me or 
my associate to any concerns and difficulties experienced by the children or their parents dur-
ing the process, so that these may be addressed in a timely fashion and not left to be discov-
ered at the last moment, when it is too late to do much to remedy things. 
 

Workbooks are provided covering all the material that the children and their parents need for 
their preparation.  These will be handed to the candidates and their parents and mentors dur-
ing Sunday Mass at the beginning of the process. This is a special time of blessing and prayer 
for them by the entire parish. The children need to carefully study the books with their par-
ents, completing the specific chapters indicated for each part of the journey as scheduled. 
 

Regular meetings are organized for all the candidates, to enable them to learn from each other 
as they flesh out the practical implications for their lives of what they are about to celebrate. 
All candidates will also be required to attend a retreat towards the end of their preparation for 
each sacrament. Past experience has proved that these events for the whole group are highly 
beneficial for all concerned. 
 

Our confirmation candidates often tell me that they want to be confirmed because that will 
make them “adult in the Church” .  Clearly this is not strictly the case, and our confirmands 
need to understand that in the sacrament they are making an important first step in the process 
of taking adult responsibility for the Church.  To this end we introduce them to the idea of 
reflection on their life during the week, helping them to come to terms with the feelings this 
reflection evokes in them, so as to be able to address them in an adult way.  The candidates 
are invited to hand in their weekly written reflections sealed in specially provided envelopes 
with the Sunday collection each week. 
 

Also, as young would-be adults in the community, we introduce them to the idea of steward-
ship and sacrificial giving of their time, talent, and treasure - to learn that we all need to share 
all that we have been given. When they have been confirmed, they will be receiving enve-
lopes in the mail just like their parents.  It is our hope and prayer that the grace of the sacra-
ment will enable them to make right choices as they prioritize their values for life, supported 
by their parents’  example. 
 

All our parishioners share in the responsibility for the education of our children and their 
preparation for the sacraments.  We all have faith to share, mainly by the way they see how 
we practice it, and by experiencing the choices we make and the priorities we set for our-
selves in life. Above all we need to pray for our youngsters, that they may be open to the 
grace of God as they grow to become what he wants them to be. Please also pray for me and 
all those directly involved in the catechesis of our young ones. 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints 
Lutheran, and at any other time by  
appointment.  

 

A Letter From the Bishop 
 
 

My Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

I appeal to you today to give generously 
to the Annual Diocesan Collection for 
The Catholic University of America in 
Washington D.C. The Catholic Univer-
sity of America is unique as the national 
university of the Catholic Church and 
the only higher education institution 
founded by the U.S. bishops and char-
tered by the Vatican. As such, it has 
special responsibility to educate future 
leaders for our Church and for our Na-
tion. In this sense, The Catholic Univer-
sity of America belongs to all of us in 
the Church, regardless of where we live. 
 

The financial sacrifices required of 
Catholic parents today to provide a 
truly Catholic college education are 
enormous. All of the funds received 
through the annual collection are ap-
plied to defray these costs in the for of 
financial aid. Your contributions di-
rectly benefit students from all over the 
United States, including our own dio-
cese, by funding scholarships to help 
those who would not otherwise be able 
to attend. The students receive personal-
ized attention in a wide range of pro-
grams combining an excellent liberal 
arts curriculum with courses in their 
major fields of study. Grounded in the 
philosophy of Catholic intellectual tra-
dition, these students are well prepared 
for success in life and ready to make a 
difference in today's world. 
 

I encourage you to join me in support-
ing this most worthwhile educational 
initiative. 
 

 Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 Most Reverend Robert J. Baker 
  Bishop of Charleston 
 

(The envelope for this collection 
is in the September packet.) 

Diocesan Office of Child 
Protection Services 

 (843) 853-2130, ext. 209 
 

 Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 
(800) 921-8122 

Saint Vincent 
de Paul 

Collection 
 

Next Saturday and Sunday, the first  
weekend of September, we will have 
our monthly SVDP special collection 
after each Mass. 
 

The mission of the St Benedict’s           
St Vincent de Paul Society Conference 
is to provide emergency assistance to 
the needy in the East Cooper area. 
 

Thanks for your generous support! 



First Communion  
and Reconciliation  

The first meeting with 
parents will take place on 
Saturday, September 8th. 
If you have a child in the 
second grade and would 
like to have your child be 

a candidate for First Communion and 
have not received a letter from Father 
Paul, please call Drew at 216-0039. 
 
Building Prayer  

This summer we began an earnest effort 
to pray before the Friday morning 
9:00 a.m. Mass for God' s guidance in 
building up our parish both spiritually and 
physically.  This will be expanded in the 
fall to include a brief discussion of types 
of prayer to build up one' s prayer life. 
Starting September 7th, the ªBuilding 
Prayerº group will meet 8:30—9:00 a.m. 
at the Parish Center. Please join us!  
 
Family Honor Program 
Family Honor is a Catholic organization 
that provides opportunities for parents and 
children to connect on important life val-
ues, with a special emphasis on chastity 
and the goodness of God©s gift of sexual-
ity.  The Real Love & Real Life program 
for eighth graders will be offered at Christ 
Our King Church on four Mondays start-
ing Sept. 10.  For more information please 
call Lisa Cottingham at 881-3592. 
 
St Benedict Men’s Group 
Calling all men of St Benedict!!! 
You are invited to come every other week 
on Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Parish Center. We will have our next 
meeting September 1st. 
 

Grocery Bag Sunday 
Next weekend, our parish 
will be collecting grocery 
items to be donated to the 
East Cooper Community 
Outreach (ECCO). The 

collection will be after Mass on Saturday 
at All Saints and on Sunday at Cario 
School. If you prefer, you can make a 
$25.00 donation to ECCO for them to 
purchase the grocery items. Please contact 
Denise Carpentier by phone at 856-0307, 
or email her at car3780@bellsouth.net. 
 
St Vincent de Paul Society 
K itchen Furniture Needs  
St Vincent de Paul is in need of kitchen 
sets—table & chairs. Please call 849-9220 
and ask for the furniture warehouse for 
pick-up. You may also drop them off at 
1145 Six Mile Rd. May God bless you! 

Sunday, August 26, 2007 
 
 

Reading I :  Isaiah 66:18-21 
Reading I I :  Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 
Gospel: Luke 13:22-30 
 

Jesus tells us to “ strive to enter through the narrow 
Gate” .  Our call to be disciples and to follow Jesus 
demands that we learn to live for the sake of others. 
 

“ In the month of  August, through your gifts, the 
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul was able to assist 
42 families with furniture, providing assistance to 
an additional 29 families for utility and rent bills, 
etc.  Thank You!!”  
 

Week of Aug 27– Sep 1, 2007 
 

Mon.– 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 8b-10 ; Matthew 23:13-22 
Tue.– 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 23:23-26 
Wed.– 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Mark 6:17-29 
Thu.– 1 Thessalonians 3:7-13; Matthew 24:42-51 
Fri.– 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Matthew 25:1-13 
Sat.– 1 Thessalonians 4:9-11; Matthew 25:14-30 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Week of Aug 27—Sep 2, 2007 
 

Mon. 9:00 a.m.                       Parish Center 
 

Tues. 5:30 p.m. Dunes West-Palmetto Hall                                              
 (Scripture Reflection at 4:30 p.m.) 
 Bobby Carpenter 
 1665 Pin Oak Cut                216-1660     
 

Wed. 9:00 a.m.            Charleston National- 
                                              Saint Andrews 
 Stan & Jean Adams 
 3201 Heathland Way           884-8331 
 

Thurs. 9:00 a.m.   Brickyard-The Brickyard 
 Edward & Lisa Cottingham 
 1443 Madison Court          881-3592 
 

Fri. 9:00 a.m.                       Parish Center 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.          Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)  
 Children' s Liturgy (ages 4-6) 

 
Ministry Schedule 

 

Schedule - September 1 - Saturday Vigil 
Scr ipture Readings—see Sunday L iturgy 
Reading I                                Rose Van Metre                               
Reading II                                       Jim Flatley                              
 

Ushers  Pat McKay, Terry Gray 
 

Cross Bearer   Lisa Cottingham 
 

Euchar istic M inisters   
Bread:  Jerry O' Keefe 
Cup:  Bob Little, Lois O' Keefe 
 

Schedule - September 2 – Sunday L iturgy 
 

Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29  
                  Rosalie Guerin 
Reading II: Hebrew 12:18-19, 22-24a 
           June Bell                                 
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14  
Prayers of the Faithful           Drew Burrichter                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

Greeters/Gift Givers  The Livreri Family 
 

Welcoming/Registration  Sue  Gonzales 
 

Ushers  Kris Kut, Norm Russell 
 

Altar  Servers  
Brennan McDavid, Lucas Mayer 
 

Cross Bearer   Wynn Harding 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Kelly Kowalchick, Elaine Gautier 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread:  Hampton Lee, Joe Harkins,  
Peggy Harkins, Midge Moran 
Cup:  Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble, 
Drew Burrichter, Jo Dunne, 
Mindy Carroll, Mary Helen Gammon  
 

Nursery  Juice: Kris & Holly Cut 
Snack: Cathy Gough 
 

Hospitality  Hostess: Susan Kidder 
Barb Gamble, Barbara Fitzpatrick, 
Cristina Garcia, Elizabeth Evans, Jo Dunne, 
Sandy Funk, Sue Gonzales, Virginia Falcone 
 

Collection Counters 
Dom Del Grosso, Cecilia Ward 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

The altar flowers this Sunday are 
offered by the Miller family, in 
honor of all those who are deployed 
overseas for the sake of peace. 

May God bless them and keep them safe! 

 
 

 
Do you give your time, talent and treasure 
even if it  hurts? 
 

Do you give only until you feel good about 
what you have given? 

Stewardship August 18-19, 2007 

Total Contribution  $  9,386.03  

Our Tithe    $ 938.60 

The RCIA Journey! 
We are grateful for the four 
people who have begun the 
Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults or RCIA process. 
This is the formal process by 
which the Catholic Church initiates those who 
come forward to join us in faith!  If you are 
interested in becoming Catholic or even ask-
ing some questions it is not too late, 
“ Do not be afraid!”  — we are waiting for you 
to join us and we will be praying with you as 
you discern your call. Please see Drew after 
Mass, or call him at 216-0039. 
 
Chr ist Our  King-Stella Mar is 
School Year  2008-2009 Registration 
Registration for NEW students (siblings of 
present students, parishioners, and non-
parishioners) interested in attending grades 
4 yr-old kindergarten through 8th at the Christ 
Our King-Stella Maris School for the 2008-
2009 school year will begin on Friday, August 
31st at 7:00 a.m. Students interested in 4K 
must be 4 by September 1, 2008. For more 
information, please call 884-4721. 

Wouldn’ t it be wonder ful to host 
a weekday Mass? 

Please contact Wendy Albano, 
Community Building leader , by phone 

at 216-1710, or  send her  an email at 
albanowl@bellsouth.net. 


