JL: 19™" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
ers August 12, 2007

A Message from Father Paul

On Wednesday this week we celebrate the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. It isthe greatest feast of our Blessed Lady in the Church’syear, andisa
Holy Day when all Catholic Christians need and will want to attend Mass. Infactitis
the only “Holy Day of Obligation” that is observed and celebrated as such throughout
the entire Catholic Church.

All of us are too painfully aware of the horrors of the Second World War; the obscenity
of the concentration camps; the unspeakable evil of exterminating over six million Jews,
gypsies and homosexual people, and the escalating threat of global nuclear war that set
the tone of life after the hostilities were officially over, and is still a major factor coloring
our world view today.

It was partly in response to this reality, in so-called Christian Europe that, in 1950, Pope
Pius X11 defined the dogma of the Assumption of Mary. Perhaps it was not by chance
that World War |1 hostilities came to an end on August 15th - Our Lady’ s feast!
Thefeast isthe Memoria of our Lady’ s death, burial, rising to life — her Passover — and
her glorious Assumption into heaven.

Although there is no mention of the assumption of Our Lady in Sacred Scripture, the tra-
dition of her passing and assumption is strong in both the Eastern and the Western Chris-
tian Churches, and dates back to the earliest days of Christendom. But it took the Church
amost two thousand years to definitively proclaim the doctrine as being one of the core
beliefs of al Catholics. Let nobody ever accuse the Church of being in any hurry to make
infalible statements. The Dogma of the Assumption is one of the only two infallibly
defined statements ever made by a Pope in hisrole as Christ’s Vicar and teacher of the
faithful. Some people think that infallible papal statements come regularly, as toast
comes with breakfast every morning! That is not so.

In ancient times in the Churches of the West, and many Eastern Churches still today, the
feast began with an All-Night Vigil, mourning the death of the Mother of Christ.
Then, at Dawn, agreat Mass celebrated her resurrection and assumption.

In Europe, especialy in England, known as the “Dowry of Mary”, this was the most
popular summer festival, inspiring al sorts of village fairs, parties and dances, much as
Independence Day does for us, only in those days they did not have fireworks! As early
as 849, King Alfred made the feast a public holiday throughout his united kingdom.
Russian and Greek Orthodox Christians, as well as Eastern Catholics, keep this feast with
amazing solemnity, calling it “The Dormition —or falling asleep — of Our Lady”. Many
Episcopalians also observe this feast.

Many of our friends from the Protestant or Reformed Churches find this feast very dis-
turbing. They are not able to accept it from the living Tradition of the Church; or to be-
lieve in something not explicitly found in the Bible. Y et they certainly share our faith in
the deepest truths this feast announces: the triumph of God’ s grace over evil and sin, and
the triumph of Christ’s redeeming death over the grave and corruption.

Jews can more readily understand such a celebration, believing as they do, in the assump-
tion of Moses, Enoch and Elijah.

Muslims, who hold Mary in very great veneration, also proclaim her bodily assumption
into heaven.

On Wednesday, the great shrines of Mary will be thronged with pilgrims from all over
the world.
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In our own Cafeteria Church we also have our unpretentious “shrine” of the Blessed Vir-
gin erected every week with astatue in its special place and adorned with flowers. | hope
and pray that in our own homes she also finds a place of honor, with a statue or painting
to venerate her and remind us of her role, constantly leading all manner of people—in-
cluding you and me - to her son Jesus Christ.

We do not adore Mary. We ask her to pray with us, to intercede for us at the throne of
the Divine Mg esty, bringing us closer and closer to where she now iswith him.

On Wednesday at our parish Mass - 7.00pm at the Franke Home - we will be joining all
those millions of Christians all over the world, sharing their joy on this the greatest of all
the feasts of the Holy Mother of God.

Eucharistic Ador ation: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one's gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites al people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Pleaseindicate this to the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

A book of remembranceis located by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the
dead, and your special intentions.
These are remembered in prayer and
carried to the altar with the offerings
on Sunday.

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of August 13-19, 2007
Mon. 10:30 a.m. Franke at Seaside

Tues. 6:30 p.m. Parish Center
(Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.)

Wed. 7:00 p.m. Franke at Seaside
Feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Thurs—Fri. NO MASS

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Wouldn't it be wonder ful to host
aweekday M ass?

Please contact Wendy Albano,
Community Building leader, by phone
at 216-1710, or send her an email at
albanowl @bellsouth.net.

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - August 15 - Assumption
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab
Wynn Harding
Reading I1: 1 Corinthians 15:20-27
Trent Bolling

Gospel: Luke 1:39-56

Schedule - August 18 - Saturday Vigil
Scripture Readings—see Sunday L iturgy
Reading | Midge Moran
Reading |1 Fred Koch
Ushers Susan Porinchak, Tom Thesing
Cross Bearer Mark Dickson

Eucharistic Ministers
Cup: Bob Little, Pauline Sullivan
Schedule - August 19 — Sunday Liturqy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10

Araba Appiagyei-Dankah
Reading I1: Hebrews 12:1-4  Wendy Albano
Gospel: Luke 12:49-53
Prayers of the Faithful Joe Mueller

Greeterg/Gift Givers The Demo Family
Welcoming/Registration Kathy Eovino

Ushers Diane Costa, Hampton Lee,
Ed Long, Paul Kowalchik, Paulette Joyce

Altar Servers
Caroline Lee, Michelle Del Grosso

CrossBearer Bill Meyer

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Paula Borgesen, Kerry Schrauth

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Drew Burrichter, Midge Moran,
Sandy Funk

Cup: Jane O'Brien, Joe Harkins,

Mary Helen Gammon, Maryann Russell,
Peggy Harkins

Nursery Check-in: Kyle & Leanna Potter
Snack: Dawn Heavey

Hospitality Hostess: Maggie Ruscioléelli
Amanda Brandt, Diane Brimmer,

John & Lucy Burnett, Paula Burrichter,
Wendy Albano

Collection Counters
David Funk, Jim Sullivan

Parish Retreat

Our annual parish retreat

will be held on Saturday,

August 25th from 9:00
am.—12:00 noon. All areinvited ! This
event prepares us for the next phase on our
faith journey together during the coming
months. It marks the beginning of the next
stage of our Family Intergenerational Reli-
gious Education program - F.I.R.E. for
short. In recent months a number of our
parishioners have been diligently preparing
our F.I.R.E. program.
At this year' sretreat, Karen Dietz will be
guest speaker and give the Keynote address.
A catechetical expert, sheiswidely known
and revered, and also has significant experi-
ence of the Church in our locality. There
will be childcare for children ages 1-4 and a
break-out session for children ages 5-11. As
last year, Sister Clare from the Pauline
Bookstore in Charleston will be at the re-
treat to make available additional useful
resources for individuals and families. We
had great fun with Sister Clare as we helped
haul and set up her traveling bookstore!
F.I.R.E. iscrucial to our parish life and
mission. It provides a meeting place for
parishioners of all agesin family groupsto
share what it means to be a Catholic Chris-
tian, encouraging more open communica-
tion between them about our faith in the
home environment, reinforcing what we
hear and learn at Sunday' s Mass. The
F.I.R.E. groups support parents who are
primarily responsible for their children's
sacramental preparation.
Those who have not been involved in
F.I.R.E. before are especially welcome to
come and see what it isall about! Together,
let us explore what thereis to be discovered
in this new stage on our faith journey! As
we make our start, let us be prepared for a
fresh and exhilarating experience.
If you like what you see and hear, and wish
to become part of aF.1.R.E. group, please
call Kathy Eovino at 971-6074. For more
information on the F.I.R.E. program or any
of our parish programs, please call Drew
Burrichter, our Pastoral Associate, at 216-
0039 or visit the parish website.

First Communion/Reconciliation
Letters have gone out to all families who,
according to our files, have second grad-
ers. If you have achild in the second grade
and would like to have your child be a can-
didate for First Communion and have not
received aletter from Fr. Paul then please
call Drew Burrichter at the Parish Center at
216-0039. The first meeting with parents
will take place on Saturday, September 8",

St Benedict Men’s Group

Calling al men! You areinvited to come
every other week on Saturday morning at
8:30 am. at the Parish Center. We will
have our next meeting August 18",

Parish School News (see www.coksm.org)
* August 20:
1-3 pm Book Drop Off (brought to classrooms)
6 pm Meeting for New Families Grace Hall
© August 22:
First Day of School—Grades 1 through 8
Drop In for 5-yr-old Kindergarten Students
* August 23 or August 24:
First Half day for 5-yr-old K' ers (Half of the
Class each day—Details to be sent home)
© August 27:
First Full Day for al 5-yr-old Kindergartners
Drop In for 4-yr-old Kindergarten students
* August 28:
First Day of School for 4-yr-old K'ers
" September 3:
Labor Day—No school
Dates and details for parent orientation will bein
next week's bulletin.

Stone Soup Supper To Benefit ECCO
Mark your calendars for Thursday, September
20" for the 2nd annual Stone Soup Supper to
benefit ECCO. The event will be held at the
beautiful Daniel 1sland Club and includes a
delicious seated dinner and live entertainment.
For more details see www.eccocharleston.org.

Sunday, August 12, 2007
Reading I: Wisdom 18:6-9
Reading I1: Hebrews11:1-2, 8-19
Gospdl: Luke 12:32-48

“ Sdll your belongings and give alms. Provide
money bags for yourselves that do not wear out,
an inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief
can reach nor moth destroy.”

Please help the Society of & Vincent de Paul bring
respite and hope to the elderly who are not able to
find relief from the summer heat, and you will in-
deed find “ an inexhaustible treasure in heaven!”

Week of August 13-18, 2007

Mon.+ Deuteronomy 10:12-22; Matthew 17:22-27
Tue.£ Vigil: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
1 Chronicles 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2;
1 Corinthians 15:54b-57; Luke 11:27-28
Wed.+ Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
1 Corinthians 15:20-27; Luke 1:39-56
Thu.x Joshua 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Matthew 18:21-19:1
Fri.+ Joshua 24:1-13; Matthew 19:3-12
Sat.+ Joshua 24:14-29; Matthew 19:13-15

The altar flowers this Sunday are
offered by the Gough family.

“Much will be required of the person entrusted
with much, and still more will be demanded of the
person entrusted with more.”  (Luke 12:48)

Stewardship August 4-5, 2007
Tota Contribution $ 7,519.00

l Our Tithe $751.90

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




