JL’ THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
¢j APRIL 22, 2007

A Message from Father Paul
What a wonderful celebration we had with Bishop Robert last Sunday as we brought our
Easter Octave to aclose. The confirmation of seventeen members of our community was a
source of regjoicing for usall, especialy as they so clearly committed themselves to lifelong
service of God and the community in the light of the Spirit, whose gifts they took on board
with such aready will.

| was so proud that | am part of this community which has enabled our young people to be
SO strong, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in answer to the Bishop’ s questions and in
their ideas about how we might make real use of our Sundays asthe Lord's Day. | was
thrilled to see them look the Bishop straight in the eye and respond “And also with you” in
a strong and meaningful way, to his equally meaningful * Peace be with you”. | thank God,
and | thank our confirmands for this witness to make us all strong in faith.

A close study of last Sunday’ s passage from St John's Gospel would lead us to believe that
the coming of the Holy Spirit took place on the afternoon of Easter Sunday. Thefact is that
we do not really know when it took place. It isclear that the Holy Spirit dawned on differ-
ent people at different times. Some of Jesus' disciples had areal hard time struggling with
lifeinthe Holy Spirit. Some of us are still struggling to make sense of it in our own lives,
although we each received the Holy Spirit at our baptism, and are most likely confirmed in
the gifts of the Spirit, just as our confirmands of last week now are. The grace of the Spirit
comes to each of usin different ways, and at different times, if we but expect to receive it
and welcomeit. Without that attitude of expectancy, wonder, and awe nothing happens.
God does not force himself on us.

And so our confirmands join us in the workforce of ministersin the Church. They too have
to choose in which aspect of the Church’s work to immerse themselves so that they too can
share their gifts, and help the community to grow. They are so impressively generousin
their desire to contribute. We need to thank God for that too.

The choice of ministry before themisrich and varied. In my message last week, | put be-
fore you something of what goes on in the Outreach Ministry in our parish. | want to take
the opportunity this week to highlight the Stewardship Ministry for your consideration.

The Stewardship Ministry is vital to our parish life. There isacommittee that meets
monthly over lunch to work on issues arising out of our being afully Stewardship Parish.
We heard the Bishop in his remarks telling us how important he regards our efforts to be
good stewards, and how he sees St. Benedict’s as amodel for parishes all over the Diocese.
That isindeed an honor for us, but it also is a daunting prospect. How can we best witness
to the meaning and practice of the Lord’ s teaching on Christian Stewardship in the Gospel?
That iswhat we are about in the Stewardship Ministry. It involves a mindset that takes
time to acquire, and as with the Holy Spirit, we have to want to acquire it before we reach a
full understanding of its blessings. Y es, it doesinvolve area change of life—and possibly
life-style also. But the blessings are legion!

For the past three years Jeff Carper, avery understated, but wonderfully dynamic member
of the community, has been gently easing the Stewardship agenda forward. Increasingly,
our parishioners are stumbling over it. Thanksto his efforts, it is constantly being kept in
the forefront of our consciousness, so that, gradually, more and more of us are “getting it”
and becoming real Christian stewards ourselves in, and with our families.

Jeff took on the leadership of the ministry at two week’ s notice, from another parishioner
who was rel ocated to Memphis with her family at equally short notice. Hislearning curve
has been steep. But he isthe first to say that it has been wonderfully rewarding for him, his
wife and his family, to say nothing of the rest of us who have been the beneficiaries of his
enthusiasm, tenacity and life-giving insights. It has been ajoy to watch him grow and to
grow along with him as we have explored together.

Y ou cannot keep a good man down, and so Jeff, who is an engineer by profession has been
moved on to higher things in his Company. This will make huge demands on his time and
energy, always so freely given as part of his personal stewardship. And so he has asked to
be relieved of the leadership of the ministry while remaining involved.

In Jeff’s place, | have asked David Hunton to take on the leadership of our ministry to make
Stewardship alifeline for all that we do and stand for as parishioners of this total Steward-
ship parish. Heiswell known to the community already, and no stranger to the practice of
Stewardship himself. His organization and hands-on involvement in our Y outh Ministry is
an excellent example of the self-giving stewardship that we are all called to undertake, each
aswe are gifted to do so.

In thanking Jeff for his generosity and inspiring leadership we also welcome David in his
new role. We wish them both well in their new undertakings and responsibilities.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

M ass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to have
Mass celebrated for your intentions.
Cards are available there.

Active M ember ship in our parish isde-

termined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the parish
for asufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regular
support of the parish.

4, A serious commitment to the sharing
of one's gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital.

A Letter From the Bishop
Dear Friendsin Christ:

This Sunday, the bishops are asking
Catholicsin parishes across the nation to
contribute to the Catholic Home Missions
Appeal. It supports missions here in the
United Sates.

Some people may be wondering what
"home missions" are. There are many
placesin America - Appalachia, the Deep
South, the Southwest, the Rocky Mountain
states - where the Catholic Church strug-
glesjust to keep parishes open and to
educate children in the faith.

Last year, Home Missions gave more
than $3 million to the dioceses along the
Gulf Coast devastated by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. Please God, there will
be no repetition of these disasters. But
Catholic parishesin rural America still
struggle to offer Mass, the sacraments,
religious education. Some diocese are
terribly short of priests, sisters, and the
money needed to run parishes.

The Appeal allows more prosperous
Catholic communities to offer poorer
ones practical support. It's as simple as
that. Over 95 cents of every dollar do-
nated to the Appeal goes out to the mis-
sions.

Thank you for your kindness!

Sncerely yoursin Christ,

Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston

(The envelope for this collection
isin the April packet.)

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of April 23-29, 2007

Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Tues. 5:30 p.m. Dunes West-

Ellington Woods
(Scripture Reflection at 4:30 p.m.)
Barbara Miracky
1725 Wyngate Circle 856-7282

Wed. 10:30 a.m.  Park West-The Village
Leo & Wendy Albano
3317 Barkla Avenue

Thurs. 9:00 am.

216-1710
Dunes West-
Whispering Marsh
David & Holly Hunton
3157 Grass Marsh Drive  856-0165
(Please call for agate pass.)

Fri.. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Carioin Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages-4-6)
All are invited to come and celebrate in
the daily Masses. See the website for
maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - April 28 —Saturday Vigil M ass
Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Midge Moran
Reading |1 Brian Cuddy
Ushers LindaKoch, Pat McKay

Cross Bearer Drew Burrichter

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Jerry O'Keefe
Cup: Lois O'Keefe, Pauline Sullivan

Schedule - April 29 - Sunday Liturqgy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Acts 13:14, 43-52

Lauren DiNicola
Reading II: Revelation 7:9, 14b-17

Chrissy DiNicola

Gospel: John 10:27-30
Prayers of the Faithful June Bell

Greeterg/Gift Givers The Alberghini Family
Gued/Visitor Registration Sue Gonzales

Ushers Mindy Carroll, Barb Gamble,
Fred Gamble, Terry Gray, Norm Russell

Altar Servers
ChristinaMcMullen, Matt Phillips

CrossBearer  Wendy Albano

Children’sLiturgy of the Word

Sandy Funk, Jill Peterson

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: BarbaraMiracky, Jane O'Brien,
Maggie Ruscioldli, Caroline Stoll

Cup: Jackie Napier, Norm Napier,

Joe Neshitt, Maryann Russell, Jim Stott,
Janeen Zaio

Nursery Cathy Gough

Juice: Eric D' Angelo, Sharon D' Angelo
Snack: Kim Allan

Hospitality Host: Ellen Sanaga

Susan Cooper, Lisa Cottingham,

Tracy D' Annunzio, lolanda Del Grosso,
Lorena Del Grosso, Phyllis DiNicola,
Sandy Funk, Katherine Gaglione

Collection Counters
David Funk, Stan Adams

“Conscience and Free Will”

All areinvited to the next Trandlation
session on “ Conscience and Free Will.”
It will be held on Thursday, April 26",
7:00 p.m. at the ECCO Building.

Newcomers are welcome! Every other
Saturday at 8:30 a.m., Parish Center. We
will meet next on April 28™.

Stella M aris—Summer Bible School

StellaMaris Church's vacation bible
school will take place the week of June
11-15. The theme thisyear will be
aAvalanche Ranch — A Wild Ride
through God' s Word.° Volunteers are
needed! Please email LindaY oung at
youngpalms@comcast.net if you are able
to assist with our program. Students who
wish to earn Service Hours by volunteer-
ing for VBS must pre-register. If you are
interested in having your pre-school child
(age 1-4 years) participate, you MUST be
afulltime volunteer. Thisisafabulous
way to get involved and meet other
Catholic children and parentsin the area.

BEHS Options Program

Bishop England isinitiating an 2Options®
program, designed to provide an inclusive
educational experience for students with
special needs, from mild to moderate cog-
nitive and developmental delays. They
will beincluded in regular classrooms to
the greatest extent possible. Please con-
tact David Held at 849-9599, ext. 18.
Also, the School is conducting a search
for its program director. Call Mr. Held.

7th Annual ECCO

Charity Golf Tournament

When: May 7™

Where: Rivertowne Country Club
Thisisacaptain's choice, shotgun start
starting at Noon. A cookout will precede
the start and awards will be presented at
the conclusion with Hors d' oeuvres.

For more information, call 849-9220.

Go to www.eccocharleston.org to sign up
your team and/or sponsor a hole.

Knights of Columbus Book Sale
The Knights of Columbus Book Sale will
be on Tuesday, May 8" through Sunday,
May 15™. If you have books to donate,
please contact Joe Harkins at 881-5768 or
scnetracer @bellsouth.net.

Scholar ship Opportunity

Christ Our King-StellaMaris

School is pleased to announce

that they are now accepting

applications for its newly es-

tablished Sister StellaMaris

Craven Scholarship. Itisin-

tended for a deserving student, who, together
with his or her family, has a sincere interest in
the environment offered by Christ Our King-
Stella Maris School, and for whom the Schol-
arship would make attending the school finan-
cialy possible. Theidea applicant will, by
culture and heritage, add to the diversity of the
School. Applicants must be in grades Kinder-
garten through Seven for the 2007-2008 aca-
demic year. The deadlineis April 30 for sub-
mitting the application forms which may be
obtained from the Parish Center or the School.

SVDP Needs Your Help!!!

St. Vincent de Paul isin need of Kitchen sets,
Refrigerators, Dressers and stand alone Mi-
crowaves for our neighborsin need. Please
call 849-9220 for pick up.

The altar flowers this Sunday
are offered by the Nesbitt
family, in honor of all service
members overseas and their
families waiting.

Readings for the Week of April 22

Sun.— Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41;

Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19
Mon.— Acts 6:8-15, John 6:22-29
Tues.— Acts 7:51-8:1a, John 6:30-35
Wed.— 1 Peter 5:5b-14, Mark 16: 15-20
Thu.— Acts 8:26-40; John 6:44-51
Fri.— Acts 9:1-20; John 6:52-59
Sat. — Acts 9:31-42; John 6:60-69

Sacrament Dates
May 6: First Communion
June 17: Baptism

“We make a living by what we get
and live by what we give.”

Good Friday Collection—April 6, 2007
Shrines of the Holy Land $959.00

Stewardship April 7—8, 2007

Total Contributions $13,300.00
Our Tithe $1,330.00
Stewardship April 14—15, 2007
Total Contributions $9,097.23
Easter $55.00
Catholic Home Missions $10.00
Black & Indian Missions $10.00
Catholic Relief Services $10.00
Our Tithe $906.65

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




