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A Message from Father Paul
Holy Week begins today. We met outside our place of worship. There the Gospel was pro-
claimed, the greenery we brought for the occasion was blessed and we walked in procession
singing our “Hosanna!” on our way to the celebration of our Palm Sunday Mass.

Holy week always begins with a PUBLIC PROFESSION OF FAITH. We did thisjoyfully
and humbly. We are not secret Christians. We are not ashamed to be the disciples of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Our palm branches were the expression of our belief and commitment to
him in whatever lies ahead for us. Just so the disciples and followers of Jesus did, asthey
lined the streets of Jerusalem to welcome Jesus as their king and savior two thousand years
ago. For many of them that commitment was short-lived. They wavered and some floun-
dered, but God loved them for at least trying!

We too will waver and flounder, and we too will be acceptable to the Lord for trying to be
with him, though we may have failed to keep up with him — often. Our palm branches, like
our good intentions, will no doubt shrivel badly until they are a mere shadow of their former
glory when we waved them as our profession of faith on our journey today. And then, next
year on Ash Wednesday we will bring them — the remnants of our good intentions - to be
burned and smeared over our foreheads. Then they will act asasign of our willingnessto
hear the call to reparation, to persevere in trying to be with the Lord on our common journey
of faith.

There was a place for you in our procession — a place that no one else could take.

To make a profession of Faith is something ancient and traditional in the Church. Itisnot
something modern and new.

On the very day of his death, only hours away from the cross, Our Lord Jesus was dragged
before Pontius Pilate. And there, in front of this Roman Governor, he made his profession of
faith.

All Chrigtians, in every generation, are called to profess their faith publicly, and without
shame. That iswhy, in our parish, after we celebrated the Second Scrutiny with our catechu-
mens and candidates, we handed to each of them a special decorated copy of the Apostles
Creed, one of the most ancient formularies of our faith, for them to treasure. And then we
immediately proclaimed our own faith with them using that formula, uniting ourselves with
Christians down the ages to the very earliest times.

Lent isatime for Christians to examine how we profess our faith, because it has been given
to usasafree gift from God — given to usto keep alive and to share with those around usto
encourage them, both in the community, and also those outside who do not yet believein
God.

It isatradition in the Church, during Lent, for Christians to “hand back” to their “Mother”,
the Church, the Creed they received form her through their parents and godparents, handing it
back personalized and clothed in their own flesh, their own lived experience. Within the faith
community, they tell, in their own words, why they believe in the Apostles Creed. In making
such a profession, they are living out their own baptism, the baptism they received as a child
and which the Church is now bringing to lifein them. This practice isreferred to in Latin as:
Redditio — the handing back — Symboli — of their faith.

There are many creedal formularies. The most familiar to us are the one we will be using as
we renew our baptismal promises as part of the Baptismal Rite at the Easter Vigil and at the
Mass on Easter day, and also the Nicene Creed, dating back to the fourth century, which we
use at Mass every Sunday outside the Easter Season when, in our parish, we substitute the
Apostles Creed referred to above.

But our profession of faith isnot limited to the recitation of specific formulas at specific
times. Far moreimportant isthe profession of our faith that we make by the way we
live our daily lives manifesting all the gifts of the Holy Spirit expressed by their fruits.
By their fruitsyou shall know them!

A further and most powerful manifestation of our faith is our participation in all the services
of this most holy week of the year, as we follow our Lord not just on Palm Sunday, but on-
ward to experience him — memorialize him - in the Eucharist and in the loving service of our
neighbor on Holy Thursday, as we embrace our crosses alongside him on Good Friday, and as
we welcome new membersinto our faith community, ourselves drinking deeply from the wa-
ters of resurrection and new life at the Great Easter Vigil.

| look forward to being there with you.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of on€ s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Pleaseindicate this to the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

A book of remembranceis located by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the
dead, and your special intentions.
These are remembered in prayer and
carried to the altar with the offerings
on Sunday.

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of April 2-8, 2007

Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Tues. 6:30 p.m. Charleston National-
Harleston green

Fr. Paul
4057 Harleston Green 216-0039

(After Mass, pleasejoin usfor
Soup Supper & Discussion.)

Wed. 9:00 am. Darrell Creek
Tom & Tina Couture
3708 River Station Court 216-7378

Let usall come and invite
friends and neighbors,
to our Holy Week celebrations!

Thurs. 7:00 p.m. Carioin Park West
HOLY THURSDAY
Nursery is available!

Fri. 3:00 p.m. Carioin Park West
GOOD FRIDAY
Nursery isavailable!

Sat. 8:30 p.m. Carioin Park West
EASTER VIGIL
No Nursery!

Sun. 9:30 a.m. Carioin Park West
EASTER SUNDAY
Nursery isavailable!

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - Easter Sunday - April 8
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Acts 10:34a, 37-43 Jean Sullivan
Reading I1: 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8

Wendy Albano
Gospel: John 20:1-9
Prayers of the Faithful Fred Koch
Greeterd/Gift Givers  The Carroll Family
Guest/Visitor Registration  Caroline Stoll

Ushers
Bob Brimmer, Mark French, Paulette Joyce,
Linda Koch, Paul Kowalchick

Altar Servers
Brennan McDavid, Drayton Rutherford

Cross Bearer
Georgia French

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Jo Dunne, Sandy Funk, Ann Whalen
Mary Helen Gammon, Janeen Zaio

Cup: Judy Gilman, Terry Gray,

Hampton Lee, Barbara Miracky,

Midge Moran, Pauline Sullivan

Nursery
Juice: Janeen Zaio

(Please contact Leanna Potter.)

Hospitality Following the Easter Sunday
Mass, there will be a Parish celebration.

All areinvited!

Coallection Counters

Rosalie Guerin, Caroline Stoll, Ann Callery

Chrism Mass on Tuesday
All are encouraged to be there
at the Chrism Mass on Tues-
day, April 3, at 11:00 am. at
the Cathedral of Saint John
the Baptist (120 Broad Street
in downtown Charleston).

Good Friday—Holy L and Collection
On Good Friday, our parish will take up the
annual collection for the Holy Land. We ask
that you be generous. Y our financial contribu-
tion will support the works of the Catholic
Community in the Middle East and to protect
the Holy Places and Christian shrines.

SVDP Monthly Collection

Easter Triduum

Schedule-Holy Thursday — April 5
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14

Wendy Albano
Reading I1: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Trent Bolling
Gospel: John 13:1-15
Prayers of the Faithful Wynn Harding

GreeterdGift Givers The Lee Family
Ushers Terry Gray, Hedy Hodge, Pat McKay
Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Thomas Allan, Dori Bolling,

Mary Helen Gammon, Judy Gilman

Cup: Jeanne Burke, Drew Burrichter,

Kevin Carpentier, Mindy Carroll, Jo Dunne

Nursery
(Please contact Leanna Potter.)

Schedule - Good Friday - April 6
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Isaigh 52:13-53:12 Joe Mueller
Reading I1: Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9

Deb McGee
Passion: John 18:1-19:42 Mark Foster
Prayers of the Faithful Fred Koch
Ushers

Mindy Carroll, Terry Gray, LindaKoch

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble, Barbara
Miracky, Midge Moran

Cup: Joe Harkins, Peggy Harkins, Georgia
Hazelton, Bab Little, Marilee Little, Mike
McAdams

Nursery
(Please contact Leanna Potter.)

Schedule - Easter Vigil - April 7

Scripture Readings

Reading |: Genesis 1:1-2:2 Jm Flatley

Reading |1: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18

Dolores Vogel

Reading I11: Exodus 14:15-15:1 Deb McGee

Reading IV: Isaiah 54:5-14 Midge Moran

Reading V: Ezekidl 36:16-17a, 18-28

Caroline Stoll
June Bell

Epistle: Romans 6:3-11
Gospel: Luke 24:1-12

Ushers
Rick Garcia, Pat McKay, Norm Russell

Cross Bearer

Wynn Harding

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Jackie Napier, Norm Napier,
Caroline Stall, Jim Stott, Karen Thesing
Cup: Joe Neshitt, Jane O’ Brien, Jerry
O'Keefe, Lois O’ Keefe, Maggie Rusciolelli,
Maryann Russell

The SVDP monthly collection will be taken
next Sunday instead of this weekend. Thisis
in observance of Passion/Palm Sunday, so we
may depart church in areflective mood and
prepare ourselves for the great Easter Triduum
celebrations.

Scholar ship Opportunity

Christ Our King-Stella Maris School is
pleased to announce that it will accept appli-
cations for its newly established Sister Stella
Maris Craven Scholarship. The Scholarshipis
intended for a deserving student, who, to-
gether with his or her family, has a sincere
interest in the environment offered by Christ
Our King- Stella Maris School, and for whom
the Scholarship would make attending the
school financially possible. In additionto a
strong interest in studies and a good character,
the ideal applicant will, by culture and heri-
tage, add to the diversity of Christ Our King-
Stella Maris School. Applicants must bein
grades Kindergarten through Seven for the
2007-2008 academic year. Thedeadlineis
April 30 for submitting the application forms
which may be obtained from Christ Our King
Church, StellaMaris Church, St. Benedict
Church, or from the School.

Readings for the Week of April 1

Sun.x Luke 19: 28-40; Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians
2:6-11; Luke 22:14 — 23:56

Mon.+ Isaiah 42: 1-7; John 12: 1-11
Tues.+ Isaiah 49: 1-6/ John 13: 21-33. 36-38
Wed.+ Isaiah 50: 4-9a ; Matthew 26: 14-25
Thu.t Holy Thursday - April 5
Fri.x See Good Friday— April 6
Sat. + See Easter Vigil—April 7

“| asked Jesus...
“How much do you love me?”
Hereplied, “ Thismuch.”
and He stretched out hisarms and died.”

Stewardship March 24-25, 2007

Total Contributions $10,902.54
Stewardship Appeal $1,900.00
Catholic Charities $10.00
Our Tithe $900.25

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




