29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

%% OCTOBER 22, 2006
A Message from Father Paul

This weekend we have the privilege of welcoming Nathan Robert Van Meir into our Christian
community through the life-giving waters of Baptism and anointing in the Holy Spirit with
sacred Chrism. It isatime for celebration that the Lord in his providence has entrusted Cindy
and Ed to be the guardians of his precious one, but aso hiscall to al of usin this parish to
provide him with his spiritual home, to be the background against which he will discover the
breadth and height and depth of the love of God for him.

There are those among us who see that the world is such amess on all sides, that it isirre-
sponsible to bring new lifeintoit! The Christian community has much to say to such people.
The Church’s good news is that no matter how we mess up God's gift of life and the world in
which we live, he will be with us and consistently draws good out of even the most impossible
situations. Without that firm belief we would indeed be in a sorry state.

Aside from this basic belief, lifeis, in fact, what we make of God's gift — how we decide to
view and deal with the challengesit presents. Inthis connection, | recently came across
someone’s open letter - hisreflections on life in arefreshingly new way. | share it with you, in
part, that it might also provoke your thinking in life-giving directions.

So many events sober and scare us because they remind us of the forcesin life over which we
have no control. Genetic predispositions to disease, random events, comets striking the earth —
even the inevitabilities of aging — are all uncontrollable forces. If we dwell on the uncontrol-
lable, fear and anxiety can rule our lives. Many people suffer from two major side effects of
the uncontrollable: regrets about the past and worries about the future. How much of our lives
isspent on “Only ifs...” or “What ifs...”? In fact the only time dimension we have any con-
trol over is Today, and the only person | have much control over is me. Me...Today!

Having kids teaches you painfully that control over other peopleisanillusion. A plant man-
ager asked me recently, “How can | make the staff come to work on time?’ | said, “You are
asking the wrong question. Theissue is how do | change my style and the work of my facility
so that staff makes better choices about their work?’

Today, | can complain about my job, my fate, my kid'steacher, my aches and pains. Or | can
be grateful | have ajob (or look for a better one), or offer to help at my kid's schoal, or deal
with my health more responsibly. One stance makes me a complainer who attracts friends
who find company in other miserable people. The other |eaves me happy, useful, feeling
good about myself and attractive to others.

Today, | can continue to let others take advantage of me, even abuse me. Or, | can choose to
cut poisonous people out of my life, get help, associate myself with friends, colleagues, and
family who affirm me—and | them. One set of relationships makes me weak, the other
strong.

Today, | can envy others for what they have that | do not. | can get more credit cardsto try to
catch up with them so | look good in anew car | can't afford and |eave the debt till later. Or, |
can live within my means, plan for the future and share some of what | have with others, how-
ever modest my circumstances. Thefirst path is one of financial and psychologica bondage,
the other leads to peace of mind.

Today, we can complain about the government and politicians we don't like. We can contact
the call-in shows, ranting and raving about officials and policies we don’t like. Or, we can
register to vote, follow the candidates, write letters expressing our support or opposition to
policies, show up at the polls, and pray that our political leaders garner divine guidance in
their duties. One path leads to cynicism, the other to responsible citizenship.

Today, | can live responsibly, in relative harmony with people and ingtitutions important to
me, find balance between my work and personal life and have faith that | amin a country and
among people who are able to rebound from circumstances over which | have no contral. |
can know that how | live today prepares me for any tomorrow, because | have survived tough
circumstances of my past.

The Old Testament says that it “rains on the just and the unjust” which tells us that the uncon-
trollable is a condition of life. But the New Testament says “do not worry about your life,
what you will eat and drink; or what you will wear. 1s not life more important than food, and
the body more important than clothes... therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomor-
row will worry about itself...”

Today isreally all we have...yet it is everything. Itisfull of people we love and opportunities
we must seize.

Let us always be thankful that we have today. And let us pray for those who struggle every-
day from the uncontrollable so they may find peace.

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one's gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate thisto the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

By 2.
Pty

When you welcome a new baby into
your home, we also would like to
welcome your newest family member
to our St. Benedict community.

We will arrange to come and take a
photo of your baby to be displayed at
Church and to publish a notice of our
newest arrival in this bulletin.

Please notify Jane & George O'Brien
by calling 971-1818.

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883



Week of October 23 — 29, 2006

Mon. 9:00 am. Charleston National-
Harleston Green

Fr. Paul

4057 Harleston Green 216-0039
Tues. 5:30 p.m. Park West-Wellesley Place

(Scripture Reflection at 4:30 p.m.)

Bill & Lynn Meyer

1721 James Basford Place 856-4095
Wed. 9:00 am. Rivertowne

Don & Vicky Olson

2808 Parkers Landing Rd. 971-2010
Thurs. 9:00 am. Dunes West-

Brickfall Estates

Chris & Bill Conway

2110 Seewee Indian Ct.  884-6681
Fri. 9:00 am. at Fr. Paul's (see Mon.)

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Ministry Schedule
Schedule - October 28 - Saturday Vigil
Scripture Readings—See Sunday L iturqy
Reading | Suzanne Catanzarite
Reading |1 Jean Sullivan
Ushers Pat McKay, Susan Porinchak
CrossBearer David Hunton
Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Pauline Sullivan
Cup: Karen Thesing, Marilee Little
Schedule - October 29 — Sunday L iturgy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Jeremiah 31:7-9

Araba Appiagyei-Dankah

Reading |1: Hebrews 5:1-6 Midge Moran
Gospel: Mark 10:46-52
Prayers of the Faithful Mark Foster

Front Door Greeters The Podiak Family
Guest/Visitor Reqgistration Wendy Albano

Ushers Barb Gamble, Dennis D' Annunzio,
Fred Gamble, Hampton Lee, Hedy Hodge

Altar Servers
Devin McDavid, Michael Bisnett

CrossBearer Jeff Carper

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Gina Scott, Mitchell Scott

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Barbara Miracky, Caroline Stoll,
Jane O' Brien, Sandy Funk

Cup: Barb Gamble, Carol Blanchard,
Chris Conway, Gerald Blanchard,
Maryann Russell, Mindy Carroll
Nursery Juice: SonjaLong

Snack: Alison Kennedy

Check-In: Ed & Cindi Van Meir
Hospitality Lynne Tortorici, Cecelia Ward,
Francette Wrobleski, Kelly Van Vliet,
Cindi Van Meir, Peggy & Ron Bureau,
Jean Adams, Shelby Thornley

Collection Counters
Dom Del Grosso, Caroline Stoll

Have We " Broken The Code’?
TRANSLATIONS....

Our next Trangdlations session topic ison
a8ldam and Catholic Teaching on Islame.
It will be held on Thursday, October 26™,
7:00 p.m., at the ECCO offices (1145 Six
Mile Road, Hwy. 17, in Mount Pleasant,
next to Goodwill on Hwy. 17 N). Check
out the Trangdlations link under Parish Life
at www.stbenedictparish.org for more!

All Saints*“Umteenth” Annual BBQ
All Saints Lutheran Churchisinviting all
St. Benedict parishionersto their Annual
BBQ dinner on Saturday, November 4™,
from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. at
their Life Center. You
can stay and enjoy dinner
or grab some BBQ to take
home. ($7.50/person.)

Catholic Homeschooler S/Religious
Catholic homeschoolers and religious are
invited to an All Saints Family Picnic
sponsored by the Morning Star Catholic
Homeschooling Group in the Charleston
Area. It will be held on Saturday, October
28" 11:00 am. to 3:00 p.m. at Immacu-
late Conception Church in Goose Creek.
For more information and to RSV P, call
Ellen Tsakanikas at 843-851-0187.

Angel Wings Annual

Advent Memorial Service

Angel Wingsis asupport group for par-
ents who have lost a baby anytime from
conception to shortly after birth. Wein-
vite you to attend our Annual Memorial
Service on Sunday, November 5", 5:00
p.m. at St. Luke's Lutheran Church in
Summerville. Please call Erin Massie at
849-7147 for more information.

Upcoming L ectur e/Conference

® QOctober 27-28 (Columbia, SC)

“Open the Eyesof My Heart, Lord®
Keynote Speaker: Fr. Richard McAlear
(studied in Rome with degrees in Philoso-
phy, Theology & Religious Education; his
work includes healing prayer & outreach)
Sponsor: South Carolina Catholic Charis-
matic Conference

® November 8 & 9 (Columbia, SC)
“Live From the Vatican: Recent Issues
for the Church” (November 8)
“Religion and the Media” (November 9)
Guest Lecturer: John Allen (award-
winning Vatican correspondent for the
National Catholic Reporter)

Sponsor: USC Department of Religious
Studies (A Joseph Cardinal Bernardin
Lecture)

For full conference/lecture flyer, please
go to our parish website.

Baptisms/Welcoming

Today, we welcome into our
St. Benedict faith community:

Nathan Robert Van Meir
Rachel Alexis Sumoski

We thank God for both of them!

Upcoming VIRTUS Training

® Tuesday, October 24, 7:00 p.m.
(Blessed Sacrament in West Ashley)

® Friday, December 1, 7:00 p.m.
(St. Thomasthe Apostle, N. Charleston)

Toregister in any of the VIRTUS classes, go
to: www.virtus.org

ECCO Thanksgiving

ECCO will begin their annual Thanksgiving
food distribution on November 6th. They will
be serving 50 client families per day, Monday
through Thursday, for two weeks. Last year
they distributed over 500 Thanksgiving tur-
keys with the fixins. If you participate in any
of the local food store turkey give-a-ways and
would like to donate it to ECCO, please drop
it off between 10:00 am. and 4:00 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, or Saturday morning from
9:00 a.m. until noon.

Readings for the Week of Oct, 22™

Sun.x Isaiah 53:10-11; Hebrews 4:14-16;
Mark 10:35-45

Mon.x Ephesians 2:1-10; Luke 12:13-21
Tue+ Ephesians 2:12-22; L uke 12:35-38
Wed.+ Ephesians 3:2-12; Luke 12:39-48
Thu.x Ephesians 3:14-21; Luke 12:49-53
Fri.+ Ephesians 4:1-6; Luke 12:54-59
Sat.+ Ephesians 2:19-22; Luke 6:12-16

The atar flowers this Sunday
are offered by friends of Ed &
Cindy Van Meir, in honor of
their son's Nathan Robert, on
his Baptism day.

“For the Son of Man did not come to be
served but to serve and to give hislifeasa
ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45)

Stewardship October 14 — 15, 2006

Total Contribution $7,927.10
All Souls $25.00
World Mission $5.00
Our Tithe $792.21

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




