
 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 OCTOBER 1, 2006                          
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

This weekend we celebrate the feast of Saint Benedict, our patron in the parish.  He lived 
in the late fifth and early sixth century – in days before the Church knew about parishes!  
It did however know about communities. They called them Churches – the Christian peo-
ple in each town were the “Church” , not any building.  They met for the most part in 
each others houses.  Only slowly did the communities’  need for dedicated buildings 
emerge. 
 

Saint Benedict’s communities were intentionally different from the normal Church com-
munities in that they were for men only, (Saint Benedict’s sister, Saint Scholastica, estab-
lished communities for women also). They called for life-long commitment to God 
within that specific community. They took life-long vows - of Obedience, to the will of 
the community as expressed by its Abbot - of Stability, to remain in the same community 
for life, with all that that entails - and the vow of Conversion of Life, to live an entirely 
God-centered life as provided for in his rule for monks, interpreted for each individual by 
the Abbot and the needs of the community. This last vow includes the concepts of pov-
erty, and of chastity – to which we are all vowed! As such Saint Benedict’s communities 
were a microcosm, a model, of what the Church as a whole should strive to be. 
 

Although Saint Benedict’s communities were different from our parish communities, 
they did have very striking similarities. I believe he would have been right at home 
among us and very happy to subscribe to our parish Mission Statement. His communities 
were eclectic, not composed of people from a particular class or of a particular level of 
academic achievement.  It seems that all could find a spiritual and material home, both 
young and old, from among the rich and the very poor, from the learned to the illiterate, 
those good with their hands, and the downright clumsy.  All were welcome in the com-
munity as long as they were willing to espouse a life dedicated to praise and to the ser-
vice of God and of their neighbor, to live in peace and tranquility with the brethren, car-
rying them in their hearts, and being carried by them to the Lord through the daily round 
of prayer and activity on behalf of all. 
 

Hospitality plays a great part in Benedictine thinking and practice.  Nobody is to be 
turned away unless, perchance, they are sent by the devil to disrupt the balance and tran-
quil flow of the community life and prayer.  Saint Benedict taught his disciples to see the 
face of Christ in all comers, and to see them as a blessing, even when they arrive and 
demand attention at inopportune times!  Within the Benedictine ethos there is a strong 
emphasis on the care of the sick, and of the fragile poor and the needy who never seem to 
be lacking at the monastery gate. 
 

Saint Benedict designed his communities and their life so that they would be self sup-
porting in every way.  He was not one for living off “hand-outs”  from the wealthy, or 
from anyone for that matter.  He wished his monks to “ live by the labor of their hands” , 
not on the poverty line – he saw no virtue in abject poverty in itself. The virtue comes 
from how we cope with it when circumstances force us to face real poverty in life.  Saint 
Benedict calls us to a life of frugality. The Abbot is to provide for all the basic necessi-
ties. He saw all the rest as superfluous and as getting into the way of the simple spiritual 
life. No monk was ever to consider anything that he had the use of – even his own body - 
as his own personal property.  All was to be owned in common, and all were to be held 
accountable for the material goods of the monastery and their use.  His whole approach 
to worldly goods was in the light of stewardship. 
 

In our parish we are indeed fortunate to have Saint Benedict as our model and patron 
saint.  He clearly shows us the way forward in the spiritual life with his teaching on 
prayer and “Lectio Divina”  which we practice in our Gospel reflection at the beginning 
of every coming together of parishioners throughout the week.  His openness to others, 
his emphasis on hospitality, his stress on our being a community of learners, and his aim 
to so regulate the life of the community as a whole, and of the individual monks, that 
they might have due balance and order in their life and be open to hear the Word of God. 
All these resonate with our own aims and aspirations.  So also do we find our outreach 
work through the Saint Vincent de Paul Society and other parish enterprises as mirrors of 
age-old Benedictine outreach. And Saint Benedict’s teaching on stewardship of all our 
gifts and property is a wonderful summons for us all calling us to reflect and respond. 
 

So today we are grateful and give thanks for all the blessings and teachings that are Saint 
Benedict’s gift to us all as we grow and develop in the sunshine of true Benedictine spiri-
tuality, and work towards establishing here in Mount Pleasant  a dynamic cell of Bene-
dictine community life.  Let us rejoice that we have been chosen to share all this with all 
those who come to our “gate”  or cross our path. 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints 
Lutheran, and at any other time by  
appointment.  
 

Mass Intentions  
Please apply to the Parish Office to 
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there. 
 

Children’s Envelopes:  Stewardship 
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship 
space. 
 

Active Membership in our parish is 
determined by four things: 
1. Being properly registered in the 

parish for a sufficient period of 
time. 

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days. 

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish. 

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one’s gifts of time and talent. 

 
  
Hospitalized/Homebound?   
Please call the Parish Center to arrange 
for prayer, anointing, communion and 
visitation if you or a loved one is hospi-
talized or  homebound. For a planned 
operation, please request the Sacrament 
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal. 
 

Communion Procedure   
The principles guiding the distribution 
of Communion in the Catholic Church 
are clearly outlined on the front inside 
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus 
invites all people of faith and good will 
to accept him into their hearts.  If age or 
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are 
still invited to approach the altar for a 
blessing.  Please indicate this to the 
Eucharistic Minister by placing your 
arms across your chest.  The Eucharist 
is offered under both species.  After 
bowing reverently and receiving the 
sacred host, you are invited to take a sip 
from the cup. 
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A book of remembrance is located by 
the church door. You are welcome to 

inscribe the names of the sick, the 
dead, and your special intentions.  

These are remembered in prayer and 
carried to the altar with the offerings 

on Sunday. 



 
 
 

Week of October  2 – 8, 2006 
 

Mon. 9:00 a.m.      Charleston National- 
Harleston Green 

 Fr. Paul  
 4057 Harleston Green          216-0039 
 

Tues. 6:30 p.m.           Park West-Arlington 
 (Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.) 
 Trent & Dori Bolling  
 2207 Andover Way             388-9969                                              
 

Wed. 9:00 a.m.                  Darrell Creek 
 Wynn & Patti Harding 
 326 Commonwealth  881-1115                                                       
 

Thurs. 9:00 a.m.                           Brickyard                                                       
         Pierre & Lori Giglio                                         
         2704 Gaston Gate                388-8063                  
 

Fri. 9:00 a.m. at Fr. Paul' s (see Mon.)   

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.          Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)  
 Children' s Liturgy (ages 4-6) 

 
Ministry Schedule 

 

Schedule - October  7 - Saturday Vigil 
 

Scr ipture Readings—See Sunday L iturgy 
Reading I                        Suzanne  Catanzarite 
Reading II                      Brian Cuddy 
 

Ushers  Dennis D' Annunzio, Linda Koch 
 

Cross Bearer   Sandy Funk 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread: Kevin Carpentier 
Cup: Dori Bolling, Lois O' Keefe 
 

Schedule - October  8 – Sunday L iturgy 
 

Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Genesis 2:18-24  Courtney Hensch 
Reading II: Hebrews 2:9-11   Melissa Hensch                                                                                        
Gospel: Mark 10:2-16 
Prayers of the Faithful           Drew Burrichter                                                                                                                                                                              
 

Front Door Greeters           The Zaio Family        
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration      Caroline Stoll        
 

Ushers  Dom Del Grosso, Hedy Hodge,  
Leo Kosinski, Mindy Carroll, Terry Gray 
 

Altar  Servers   
Andrew Hensch, Christina Hensch 
 

Cross Bearer   Lisa Cottingham 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Amy King, Kelly Kowalchick 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread: Hampton Lee, Maggie Rusciolelli, 
Mary Helen Gammon, Maryann Russell 
Cup: Barbara Miracky, Carol Blanchard, 
Gerald Blanchard, Mike McAdams,  
Terry Gray, Thomas Allen 
 

Nursery    
(Please contact Leanna Potter.) 
 

Hospitality   
Rebecca Lee, Sonja Long, 
Karen Mayer, Amy McCarthy, Ana McClure, 
Rachel McNamara, Maria McTighe, 
Christine Miller 
 

Collection Counters 
Dawn Heavey, Sharon Foster 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

Men©s Group 
We will meet next Saturday, October 7th 
at 8:30 a.m. at the Parish Center. All are 
welcome! Please call Drew Burrichter at 
216-0039. 
 

Upcoming VIRTUS Training 
• Tuesday, October 24, 7:00 p.m. 
(Blessed Sacrament in West Ashley) 

• Friday, December 1, 7:00 p.m. 
(St. Thomas the Apostle, N. Charleston)   

To register in any of the VIRTUS classes, 
go to: www.virtus.org 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Visits Our  
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 
The International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of 
Our Lady of Fatima will pay us a visit the 
evening of Monday, October 2nd at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist. Every-
one is welcome to participate in this won-
derful, grace-filled event. Please watch for 
specific details as the date draws near. 
The Statue will be traveling throughout 
South Carolina during the month of Octo-
ber. To learn more about Fatima and the 
Statue, please visit the website: 
www.pilgrimvirginstatue.com 
 

Calling All Crafters! 
We' re counting down to the Bazaar and 
it' s time to reserve your booth before 
they' re all gone! 10x10 spaces are just 
$25 for parishioners and $35 for non. 
Such a deal! Questions or applications 
call Kathy at 478-9116! 
 

Promote Your Business 
at the Bazaar ! 
Sign up today for your 10x10 spot to pro-
mote your business as part of Our Com-
munity at the Bazaar. Spaces are $25 for 
parishioners and $35 for non. A great way 
to introduce your business to the throngs 
attending the Bazaar! Please call Kathy at 
478-9116. 

Baptism Preparation Class 
The next parish baptisms will be on Sunday, 
October 22nd.  If you would like to have your 
child baptized, please contact Drew Burrichter 
at 216-0039 as soon as possible. A baptism 
preparation class is to be scheduled.  
 

Reminder !!! Confirmation Candidates 
Our first meeting will be on Monday, October 
2nd at the Parish Center from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
What questions do you have? Please call 
Drew Burrichter at 216-0039, or have them 
ready when you come to class. 
 

Sacr isty Ministry Needs Help 
Will you give one Sunday a month to come 
early and help prepare our place of worship? 
The Sacristy ministry is in great need of more 
volunteers to fill up one of its setup teams. 
Please call Joe Harkins at 881-5768 or see 
him after Mass. 
 

Register  to Receive Par ish Emails 
If you would like to receive E-mails regarding 
parish-wide events or urgent notices (such as 
prayer requests or death of a parishioner), 
please download a form from the parish web-
site: www.stbenedictparish.org, fill it out and 
return it to the Parish Center or in a box pro-
vided in the hallway. This will serve as an-
other way to keep you informed of what' s 
happening in our community. 
 

Look What©s Happening 
Please stop by and see the new Communica-
tions bulletin board which will be on display 
every Sunday. A ministry pillar will be high-
lighted each month, starting with the Youth 
ministry for the month of October. 

Readings for  the Week of Oct. 1st 
 

Sun.± Numbers 11:25-29; James 5:1-6;  
           Mark 9:38-43,45,47-48 
Mon.± Exodus 23:20-23; Matthew 18:1-5,10 
Tue.± Job 3:1-3,11-17,20-23; Luke 9:51-56 
Wed.± Job 9:1-12,14-16; Luke 9:57-62 
Thu.± Job 19:21-27; Luke 10:1-12 
Fri.± Job 38:1,12-21; 40:3-5; Luke 10:13-16 
Sat.± Job 42:1-3,5-6,12-16; Luke 10:17-24 

The altar flowers this Sunday 
are offered by the Gonzales 
family in loving memory of 
Stanley Malec. 

 
 
 
 

“ Let our giving be a true reflection of our 
commitment to build community 

and to serve others.”  

Stewardship September 23-24, 2006 

Total Contribution    $ 7,829,31 

Our Tithe $ 781.43 

Happy St. Benedict Feast Day!  
Our parish logo is an open 
ended Benedictine cross. The 
arms are equal in length. They 
reach out to the whole world, 
but each direction has equal 
importance. The cross design is open. The 
openness stands for access-open to all 
everywhere, any time and they give ac-
cess right to the heart. The cross is made 
up of four separate hearts. The union of 
hearts form the cross that we help each 
other to carry in love. 

Parish Look Ahead … 
 

October  8:  First Communion books 
 given at Mass  
 

October  22: Baptisms 

Catholic University         $ 15.00 


