33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ers NOVEMBER 19, 2006
A Message from Jeff Carper, Stewardship Chairman

Several years ago, | never gave much thought to what stewardship meant. | made semi-
regular contributions to the church, both of my time and treasure. My wife, Heather,
signed us up to be greeters when we went to a church in “southern” Mount Pleasant. That
was more her talent than mine, since | come from along line of introverted engineers.
However, | owned the “ envelope system”. | like hard facts, and here was a clear defini-
tion of what it meant to belong to the church, down to the nearest dollar. Of course | gave
not only for the sense of being part of the community, but because | had been taught
there were tax advantages to giving to the church.

When the Carper’s moved to Saint Benedict's, | quickly discovered that being part of this
community was more involved. There are probably afew people in the parish who are
still hesitant to stand next to me during the Our Father because of my sweaty palms!

And | thought my world had come crashing down when my understanding of belonging
to the church was re-defined in some sort of fuzzy logic: “ Support the Church”. How
could I compute that? Thank goodness | had the Internal Revenue Service to fall back on
for guidelines on giving. Now | could ease back into my comfort zone and life would
move on.

Just over ayear ago, Father Paul asked if | would be interested in chairing the Steward-
ship Committee. At thetime, | thought he may have mistaken me for another parish-
ioner, so | told him | would bow out quietly if he ever felt | wasn't doing the job well.
Since then, | have been learning the true definition of what belonging to the church is and
subsequently, what stewardship means. Once again, | was outside my comfort zone. But
perhaps being outside one’s comfort zone is part of stewardship!

After twelve years of marriage, | have learned that the two items that will most easily
spark “intense debate” among spouses is time and money. And from what | have seen so
far, these topics certainly create lively discussions amongst the parishioners. Even
though these discussions sometimes go outside our comfort zone, | believe they are
healthy for both the individual family and the parish. Please do not stop reading if this
becomes uncomfortable.

Managing our time, talent and treasureis stewardship. And in order for any of usto
manage anything in our lives effectively we need to know the facts. | have been witness
to many frank discussions on the topic of the parish finance report, the collection of
pledge cards and the issuance of the quarterly pledge statements. How many people feel
uncomfortable when one week we hear the state of the parish finances and the next we
receive a card asking for our pledge to the church? How are the two even related? From
my perspective, | now have a clearer understanding. We each have a private obligation
to reflect on how God has given to us freely throughout the year and how we in turn will
try to return time and treasure to the community. To be good stewards of the gifts God
has given us, we need to have a firm understanding of what time and treasure we have to
give back. Hopefully, none of us are volunteering time we do not have or writing checks
we can not cover. Similarly, because the church has an important obligation to be a good
steward of the time and talent that the parishioners have given so freely, the Finance
Committee delivered its report last week even though it might have been uncomfortable
for some.

Thisweek each family will receive a pledge card to carry home and consider how they
will return a portion of their blessings to the church. It isavery personal decision, no
doubt influenced by many factors. Some families, for whatever reason, choose not turn
in apledge card. | hope those families will reconsider the importance of participating
with the understanding that it is out of a sense of stewardship that St. Benedict’ sasksit's
parishionersto pledge. It isnot an effort to lock people into giving each year, but more
an effort to have everyone reflect more deeply and to plan their budget and allow the
church to plan its budget. And so it follows, that the decision to provide quarterly state-
ments of each family’s contribution, was to allow you to monitor your giving with full
knowledge that the church is also practicing good stewardship. Thisinformation isthe
same information that you would normally receive at the end of the year to prepare your
taxes. And every parishioner should know that their pledge and ultimate contribution is
held in the strictest confidence.

For my part, | offer that | am still learning what true stewardship means everyday. | rec-
ognizethat | certainly do not have al the answers and would love to hear your thoughts
if you are soinclined. | feel honored to be able to serve St. Benedict Catholic Church
and remain available either by phone (849-1326) or email (jkcar per @hgbd.com).

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active M ember ship in our parishis

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of on€ s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate thisto the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

A book of remembranceis located by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the
dead, and your special intentions.
These are remembered in prayer and
carried to the altar with the offerings
on Sunday.

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of November 20 — 26, 2006

Mon. 9:00a.m. Charleston National-
Harleston Green

Fr. Paul
4057 Harleston Green 216-0039
Tues. 6:30p.m.  Brickyard-Boone Grove
(Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.)
Larry Moran
1200 Wynnwood Court ~ 884-6961
Wed. 9:00 am. Dunes West-Wagner Pointe
James & Mary Clifford
2425 Wagner Creek Court 971-3780
(Please call for gate pass.)
Thurs. 9:30 a.m. Franke at Seaside
(Thanksgiving Day!)
Fri. 9:00a.m. at Fr. Paul's (see Mon.)
Sat. 5:00p.m. All Saints Lutheran

Sun. 9:30a.m. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - November 23 - Thanksgiving
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Deuteronomy 8:7-18 Jim Flatley
Reading I1: Timothy 6:6-11, 17-19

Dolores Vogel

Gospel: Mark 5:18-20

CrossBearer Wynn Harding

Eucharistic Ministers Bread: Jo Dunne
Cup: Drew Burrichter, Kevin Carpentier
Schedule - November 25 - Saturday Vigil
Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturqy
Reading | Fred Koch
Reading |1 Brian Cuddy
Ushers Dennis D' Annunzio, Hedy Hodge
Cross Bearer Jeff Carper

Eucharistic Ministers Bread: Karen Thesing
Cup: Marilee Little, Pauline Sullivan
Schedule - November 26 — Sunday L iturgy
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Daniel 7:13-14  Wendy Albano
Reading |I: Revelation 1:5-8 Trent Bolling
Gospel: John 18:33b-37

Prayers of the Faithful Jim Phillips
Greeterg/Gift Bearers The Badger Family
Guest/Visitor Reqgistration Leo Albano
Ushers Hampton Lee, Mark French,

Paul Kowalchick, Paulette Joyce, Rick Garcia
Altar Servers Dalton & Parker Barfield
Cross Bearer Drew Burrichter

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
MariaMcTighe, Georgia French

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Chris Conway, Dori Bolling, Midge
Moran, Mindy Carroll Cup: Jackie Napier,
Jane O' Brien, Joe Nesbitt, Mike M cAdams,
Norm Napier, Thomas Allen

Nursery

Juice: Amy McCarthy

Snack: AnaMcClure

Check-In: Leanna & Kyle Potter
Hospitality

Jo Dunne, Kathy Eovino, Georgia French,
Barb Gamble, Sue Gonzales, Cathy Gough,
Christina Grady,Peggy Harkins, Sarah Harold

Collection Counters
Mike Eovino, Cecilia Ward

Advent/Christmas Schedule

Please mark your calendars!!!

A bulletin insert with mor e details on
our Christmas celebrationswill be pro-
vided at the beginning of Advent.

Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception Mass
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Dec. 13 - Penitential Service

Dec. 23 - 4" Sunday of Advent Vigil

Dec. 24 - 4" Sunday of Advent

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Mass with carols

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Mass

Dec. 31 - Holy Family

Jan. 1 - Mary, Mother of God

Jan. 6-7 - Epiphany

Thanksgiving Vesper Service

Our brothers and sisters at All Saints Lu-
theran Church have invited us al to be
with them for an ecumenical Vespers Ser-
vice in celebration of Thanksgiving, on

» Wednesday, November

2 22 at 7:00 p.m. Let us
make every effort to be
there with them on this
special occasion.

Trangdations: “ Death with Dignity”
On Thursday, November 30" at 7:00 p.m.,
we will be discussing Church teaching on
the moral issues surrounding care for the
dying. There will be a presentation of the
Church' steachings followed by discus-
sion. All are welcome! We will meet at
ECCO's (East Cooper Community Out-
reach) conference room. ECCO islocated
at 1145 Six Mile Road, Mt. Pleasant (next
to Goodwill). Please call Drew Burrichter
at 216-0039 with any questions.

ECCO Needs Heaters

Now that the cooler weather is here, the
East Cooper Community Outreach
(ECCO) has been receiving requests for
space heaters. If you would like to help
ECCO provide heaters to our neighborsin
need, please make a monetary donation to
ECCO at 1145 Six Mile Rd, Mt. Pleasant
29466. If you have a gently used heater
and would like to donate it, please drop it
off at the ECCO building.

BEHS Placement Test

When: Saturday, January 6, 2007

All completed registrations must be re-
turned no later than December 1%. Please
send your completed form and $90 non-
refundable check to:

Placement Test

Bishop England High School

363 Seven Farms Drive

Charleston, SC 29492-7534

Thistest is mandatory for acceptance and
proper academic placement.

Parish Advent Event

On Sunday, December 3,

we will be having a parish-

wide Advent event. All are

invited to join and together

we will have some fun while learning about
the season of Advent and its history. This
event will serve as the Advent session for all
FIRE groups. After Mass, we will have the
usual Hospitality snack fare and then gather
for the program. The session should last for
about one hour. Babysitting will be available!

Advent Day of Recallection at Mepkin
When: Saturday, December 2nd,

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Facilitation: Most Rev. Bishop B. Thompson
Sponsor: SC Council of Catholic Women—
Coastal Deanery (Blessed Sacrament and Di-
vine Redeemer Women's Club)
Cost: $20 (Creche' tour will be included)
For registration and more information, call:
Cecilia Velte (843) 556-3543
Judy Godbee (843) 553-3820, or
Email (jpgodbee@msn.com).

Readings for the Week of Nov. 19"

Sun.— Daniel 12:1-3; Hebrews 10:11-14,18;
Mark 13:24-32

Mon.— Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Luke 18:35-43
Tue— Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22; Luke 19:1-10
Wed.— Revelation 4:1-11; Luke 19:11-28
Thu.— Revelation 5:1-10; Luke 19:41-44
Fri.— Revelation 10:8-11; Luke 19:45-48
Sat.— Revelation 11:4-12; Luke 20:27-40

The altar flowers this Sunday
are offered by Leo & Wendy
Albano, in celebration of
their children' s birthdays.

Tithing isnot giving.
Tithing isreturning.

Stewar dship November 1-2, 2006

Total Contribution $550.00
All Saints $470.00
All Souls $80.00
Our Tithe $55.00
Stewar dship November 11-12, 2006
Total Contribution $8,504.96
All Saints $35.00
All Souls $15.00
World Mission $15.00
Confirmation Candidates $2.00
Our Tithe $849.00

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




