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A Message from Father Paul

Pre-marital cohabitation seems to have become more or less the norm in our society today.
The Church says something very different when shetells usthat it is never agood thing for
couples to cohabit outside marriage. Why thenisn't it good to live together before marriage?

The statistics regarding the current situation are startling.
In 2004 more than 5 million Americans were cohabiting, that is living together in a sex-
ual relationship without marriage. This compares to 500,000 in 1970.
Currently, 60% of all marriages are preceded by cohabitation.
Fewer than half of cohabiting unions end in marriage.
Many couples believe — mistakenly — that cohabitation will lower the risk of divorce.
Since many are children of divorce, or have other family members or friends who have
divorced, thisis a widespread and understandable misconception.
Other reasons for living together include convenience, financia savings, companionship
and security, and a desire to move away from the family of origin.

What does social science say about cohabitation?
On average, marriage preceded by cohabitation is 46% more likely to end in divorce.
Therisk is greater for “serial” cohabitors who have had multiple relationships.
There are no discernable positive effects from cohabiting.
Social scientists have tried to determine whether some of the risk is due to the fact that
people who cohabit are already those who are more likely to divorce. While research
shows thisinfluence, most social scientists emphasize the causal effect, that is, cohabita-
tion itself increases the chance of future marital problems and divorce.
Cohabitation usually favors one partner over the other. Studies show that cohabitors are
unegually committed. Often, the more committed partner iswilling to put up with poor
communication, unequal treatment, insecurity and abuse. Typically, women are more
vulnerable, since they tend to be more committed.
Cohabitation puts children at risk. 40% of cohabiting householdsinclude children. After
five years, one-half of these couples will have broken up, compared to 15% of married
parents.

What isthe Church'’s teaching and pastoral response?

Church teaching on cohabitation reflectsits belief in the dignity of marriage. Marital love
isan image of God'’s love for humanity, and Christian marriage isa sign of Christ’s un-
ion with the Church. This union can never be temporary or atrial; it is permanently
faithful. Thereisavast difference between “trying it out” and “burning our boats’ for
love' s sake, and for love's sake committing ourselves to making it work whatever be-
fals! Thisisthe essence of the marriage vows. Trials can therefore never be compared
with thereal thing. The state of mind required for each is entirely different.

Every act of sexua intercourse isintended by God to express love, commitment and
opennessto lifein the total, unreserved gift of the spouses to each other. Premarital sex-
ual intercourseis sinful because it violates the dignity of the persons and the nuptial
meaning and purpose of sexuality. It cannot express what God intends. Rather it assumes
atotal commitment that the couple clearly does not yet have. Thistotal commitment we
call marriage — the covenant of conjugal love, freely and consciously chosen, whereby a
man and woman accept the intimate community of life and love willed by God himself.
This mutual self-giving enables a couple to become co-creators with God to bring new
life into the world. The gift of sexual intercourse has two purposes: to express and
strengthen marital love, and to share that love with children. Only in marriage can this
total self-giving take place, and only in marriage can children be raised with the secure
committed love of a mother and father.

While couples need to be welcomed with the gospel values of love, understanding and
acceptance, they also need to be challenged by the gospel message of commitment and
faithfulness, come what may.

Many young people are searching for a soul-mate in a marriage partner. They want
an intimate and enduring rel ationship where they can share their deepest dreams and
desires. In amisguided effort to achieve this intimacy, they often enter into a cohab-
iting relationship. In so doing, they undermine their chances of attaining the very
thing they most want. Thereis no short-circuiting the process. The Church under-
stands this search for intimacy, which God himself has placed within the human
heart. Sexual expression isameans of achieving marital intimacy, where the spouses
are committed to each other and to the marital relationship. The Catholic Church has
consistently taught this truth, now also confirmed by research in the social sciences.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

A Letter From the Bishop

My Dear Friendsin Christ,

Can a simple letter produce a bold re-
sponse of solidarity?.

| hope so, because the lives and futures
of 37 million American who are living
in poverty are at stake.

For 36 years, the Catholic Campaign
for Human Development (CCHD) has
stood with poor and low-income people,
helping them create permanent solu-
tions to poverty. One by one people are
joining local community groups to
break the cycle of poverty -and Catho-
lics across our country are part of that
change.

The annual collection to support this
domestic anti-poverty program of the
Church will take place on November
18-19. We send 75% of the donations to
the CCHD National Office to support
anti-poverty projects across the coun-
try. We keep 25% herein our diocese to
fund local self-help initiatives to benefit
our local communities.

CCHD is committed to helping people
find permanent solutions to the problem
of poverty, but they cannot do it alone.
Pleasejoin in solidarity with the Catho-
lic Campaign for Human Development
to put an end to poverty in our nation.

May God bless you for your generosity.

Sincerely yoursin Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston

(Envelopes for this collection are
provided in the November packet.)

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services

(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim
Assistance Minister

(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of November 13 — 19, 2006
Mon. 10:30 a.m. Franke at Seaside
(Mass with Anointing of the Sick)
Tues. 6:30 p.m. Rivertowne
(Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.)
Steve & Lynn Zwickert
2275 N. Marsh Drive 388-1505
Wed. 10:30 a.m. Dunes West-Darts Pointe
Ken & Julia Turner
2300 Dart's Cove Way

Thurs. NO MASS

216-3414

Fri. 9:00 am. Charleston National-
Harleston Green

Fr. Paul
4057 Harleston Green 216-0039
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - November 18 - Saturday Vigil
Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Brian Cuddy
Reading |1 Suzanne Catanzarite
Ushers Patty Carek, Peter Carek

Cross Bearer David Hunton

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Janeen Zaio

Cup: Ann Whalen, Bab Little

Schedule - November 19 — Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Daniel 12:1-3 June Bell
Reading |1: Hebrews 10:11-14, 18

Jim Phillips
Gospel: Mark 13:24-32
Prayers of the Faithful Midge Moran

Front Door Greeters The Van Vliet Family
Guest/Visitor Reqgistration Caroline Stoll

Ushers Bob Brimmer, Jeff Peterson,
Mike Hauser, Norm Russell, Pat McKay

Altar Servers Andrew Carek, Bryan Carek
Cross Bearer Joe Mueller

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Lori Gerding, Sonja Long

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Hampton Lee, Joe Harkins,
Mary Helen Gammon, Peggy Harkins
Cup: Barb Gamble, Barbara Miracky,
Fred Gamble, Judy Gilman, Sandy Funk,
Terry Gray

Nursery
Juice: Paula Burrichter

Snack: Tracy D' Annunzio

Check-In: Rob Schrauth

Ruthann Schwinn

Hospitality

Dianne Brimmer, Paula Burrichter,

Sandy Burwell, Annette Carlson,

Chris Conway, Cathy Cook, Susan Cooper,
Evan Cottingham

Collection Counters
Dawn Heavey, Anna Callery

Attention! Bulletin Contributors
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the
deadline for submissions of al informa-
tion to be included in the November 26"
bulletin, is Friday, November 17", at 12
noon. Please note that ministry schedules
for December 2 & 3" are needed for
this bulletin issue.

Thanksgiving Vesper Service

Our brothers and sisters

¢ at All Saints Lutheran
Church have invited us
al to be with them for an
ecumenical Vespers Ser-
vice in celebration of
Thanksgiving, on Wednesday, November
22", Let us make every effort to be there
with them on this special occasion.

Prayerful Thanksgiving

With your neighbors and ministers from
Daniel 1sland and neighboring churches,
all are welcome to gather in prayerful
thanksgiving on Tuesday, Novemebr
14th, 7:00 p.m. at Providence Baptist
Church (294 Seven Farms Dr, Daniel
Island). There will be light refreshments
afterwards.

East Cooper Habitat for Humanity
Come join us and volunteer on Saturday,
November 18", to work at the BoBo Rd
Apostles’ Build site. Please call Mindy
Carroll at 849-9762. Hope to see you!!!

ECCO Needs Heaters

Now that the cooler weather is here, the
East Cooper Community Outreach
(ECCO) has been receiving requests for
space heaters. If you would like to help
ECCO provide heaters to our neighborsin
need, please make a monetary donation to
ECCO at 1145 Six Mile Rd, Mt. Pleasant
29466. If you have a gently used heater
and would like to donate it, please drop it
off at the ECCO building.

Advent/Christmas Schedule

Please mark your calendars!!!

A bulletin insert with mor e details on
our Christmas celebrationswill be pro-
vided at the beginning of Advent.

Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception Mass
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Dec. 13 - Penitential Service

Dec. 23 - 4" Sunday of Advent Vigil

Dec. 24 - 4" Sunday of Advent

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Mass with carols

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Mass

Dec. 31 - Holy Family

Jan. 1 - Mary, Mother of God

Jan. 6-7 - Epiphany

You Arelnvited!!!

Our RCIA processisrunning

strong and we are well into

the Catechesis segment of

the Rite. We meet weekly

on Wednesday evening at
7:30 p.m. in the Parish Center. The next two
sessions will be on the Trinity (November 15)
and the Communion of Saints (November 29).
All are welcome to come and support our can-
didates and share your insights.

Men's Group
Our Men® Group is always welcoming new-

comers. If you areinterested in joining us
please feel free to come on Saturday morning
at 8:30 am. at the Parish Center. We meet
every other Saturday and will be meeting next
on November 18.

Sacristy Ministry NeedsHelp

Will you give one Sunday a month to come
early and help prepare our place of worship?
The Sacristy ministry isin great need of more
volunteersto fill up one of its setup teams.
This ministry provides a wonderful example
of community. Please call Joe Harkins at 881-
5768 or see him after Mass.

Readings for the Week of Nov. 12'"

Sun.x 1 Kings 17:10-16; Hebrews 9:24-28;
Mark 12:38-44

Mon.x Titus 1:1-9; Luke 17:1-6

Tue.x Titus 2:1-8, 11-14; Luke 17:7-10

Wed.+ Titus 3:1-7; Luke 17:11-19

Thu.+ Philemon 7-20; Luke 17:20-25

Fri.x+ 2 John 4-9; Luke 17:26-37

Sat.+ 3 John 5-8; Luke 18:1-8

The altar flowers this Sunday
are offered by the Hauser
family, in celebration of their
wedding anniversary.

“Calling his disciples to himself, he said to
them, " Amen, | say to you, this poor widow
put in more than all the other contributorsto
the treasury. For they have all contributed
from their surpluswealth, but she, from her
poverty, has contributed all she had, her
whole livelihood.” Mark 12:43-44

Stewar dship November 4 — 5, 2006

Total Contribution $8,900.00
All Saints $76.00
All Souls $25.00
Confirmation Candidates $2.00
Our Tithe $890.00

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




