FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

- MAY 28, 2006
Cj A Message from Father Paul

Last week, in my “message”, | reported about the progress of our plans for the devel op-
ment of our Church site and the building of our own hoped for worship space. We all
look forward to the day when we no longer need to be pilgrimsin aforeign land — the
Cario School cafeteria

Having said that, we need to remember that when the Israelites were rescued from Egypt
by the Lord, he allowed them to wander in the desert — another foreign land — for forty
years! Thisin biblical termsisasynonym for “avery long time”. Thiswas not just be-
cause he needed time to get the Promised Land cleaned up for their arrival. It was impor-
tant for them to be wandering, aimlesdly it would seem, because this time turned out to
be a key teaching moment for the Chosen People, during which they painfully learned
the lesson of “waiting on God”, trustfully walking in his way, fulfilling his plans, and, in
aspecia way, learning what it means to be the “People of God".

These lessons are lessons that we too need to constantly re-learn. We need to conform
our wants and desires to God' s will and God’ stimetable. Whether we like it or not, our
development will be according to HIS timetable — he isin charge, thank God. All will
unfold for our benefit as he sees it, even if we and he might differ on the details!

And the more we learn about this trust in God, the sooner we will be people of real
peace, and the more ready we will be to discern what really mattersin our life as a com-
munity and what is best for our ultimate growth.

Today, we are privileged to receive into our community our Bishop Baker, the leader —
the Moses figure - in the community. We wish him avery warm welcome, and are grate-
ful to God for the gifts he brings to his dedicated leadership, enriching us all on our jour-
ney. It isan awesome undertaking to be aleader in today’ s Church or society! It requires
real wisdom, understanding, counsel — to help him see and choose the best practical ap-
proach in serving God and the community - fortitude, knowledge, piety —filling him with
confidence in God and eagerness to serve him - and fear of the Lord —making him
keenly aware of the fact that God isin charge!

These are al gifts of the Holy Spirit that he received at his baptism like the rest of us, and
that were confirmed in him at his confirmation, and with which he was endowed in a
specia way in his ordination as our Bishop. However, aswith al gifts— spiritual, social,
or material — he was given these gifts, not just for himself, but to use in his ministry and
to share them for the benefit of usall.

And 0, today, he has come to share these gifts in a special way with eighteen of our
young members as we celebrate their Confirmation. He anoints them with Sacred
Chrism, consecrating them afresh to the Lord, and confirms in them the gifts that they
originally received at their baptism. In the sacrament, we celebrate together with the
Bishop what God has done to bring our youngsters to this point, what heisdoing in
bringing his Spirit to life in their lives, and what we confidently believe he will accom-
plish by the power of the Holy Spirit in and through them in their future lives. We do
indeed have much to celebrate with our Bishop.

Our young confirmands, as they begin their adult journey with us, not only receive the
benefits of being maturing members of our community: they also take on the responsibil-
ity that goes with the privilege of belonging to the Body of the Faithful. An important
part of their “Faithfulness’ is their commitment to responsible stewardship of all the gifts
they have received — their time treasure and talent! So, to assist them in giving practical
expression to their new status in the community and their commitment alongside us, each
confirmand will be choosing a ministry from the ministry sheet all adults have received,
and like their parents, all will be receiving weekly envelopes that they may begin the
habit of giving as a matter of course, bearing in mind the fact that we need to give pri-
marily because we need to give! It isnot so much about how much we give. Rather it is
that we give at all!

Y es, we al have huge amounts of time, treasure, and talent, all given to us by Almighty
God for usto share. The teaching on thisin the Sacred Scripture and in the Churchis
crystal clear and consistent throughout. All have gifts to share, and nobody is exempt —
not even the Bishop. We need to take aleaf out of his book, and learn from him and his
example how it is done.

God is never outdone in giving, and the cheerful giver will never want. But sometimes
the life of a cheerful giver unpacks differently and more excitingly than we would ever
have dreamed possible. It will certainly bring great joy both to the giver and to those
with whom she/he shares. Trust! Try it and see! It will transform your life for you.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., a All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate thisto the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

St. Vincent
de Paul
Collection

Next Saturday and Sunday, the

1% weekend of June, we will have
our monthly SVDP collection after
each Mass.

The mission of the St. Benedict St.
Vincent de Paul Society Conference
isto provide emergency assistance to
the needy in the East Cooper area.

Please be generous!

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of May 29— June 4, 2006

Mon. 9:00 am. Charleston National-
Harleston Green

Fr. Paul
4057 Harleston Green 216-0039
Tues. 5:30 p.m. Dunes West-

Brickfall Estates
(Scripture Reflection at 4:30 p.m.)
Bert & Nina Carlin
1823 Cherokee Rose Cir.
(Please call for gate pass.)

849-0191

Wed. 9:00 am. Charleston National-
St. Andrews

Joe & Peggy Harkins
3192 Linksland Rd. 881-5768
Thurs. 9:00 am. Dunes West-
The Woodlands

Bob & Marilee Little
3454 Shagbark Cir. 971-0458

(Please call for gate pass.)
Fri. 9:00 am. at Fr. Paul's (see Mon.)

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Carioin Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)

Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Ministry Schedule
Schedule - June 3 - Pentecost Vigil
Scripture Readings

(For Lectors, contact Deb McGee, 849-3489.)
Reading |: Ezekiel 37:1-14

Reading |1: Romans 8:22-27

Gospdl: John 7:37-39

Ushers Dennis D' Annunzio, Jeff Scott
CrossBearer Sandy Funk

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Hampton Lee

Cup: MarileeLittle, Robert Little

Schedule - June 4 - Pentecost

Scripture Readings

(For Lectors, contact Deb McGee, 849-3489.)
Reading |: Acts2:1-11

Reading I1: Galatians 5:16-25

Gospel: John 20:19-23

Prayers of the Faithful

Front Door Greeters The Garcia Family
Guest/Visitor Reqgistration Leo Albano
Ushers Mindy Carroll, Fred Gamble,

Hedy Hodge, Susan Porinchak, Norm Russell
Altar Servers Andrew Russell, Matt Russell
CrossBearer LisaCottingham

Children’s Liturgy of theWord

Larisa Dahabi, Leo Albano

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Chris Conway, Barbara Gamble,

Joe Harkins, Peggy Harkins

Cup: Mary Helen Gammon, Judy Gilman,
Terry Gray, Michael McAdams,

Barbara Miracky, Jane O'Brien

Nursery Juice: Sonya& Ed Long

Snack: Erinbeth Massie

Check-in: Shelby Thornley

Hospitality Rebeccal ee, Marilee Little,
Mercedes Livreri, SonjaLong, Karen Mayer,
Amy McCarthy, Rachel McNamara, Maria
McTighe, Karen Miller

Coallection Counters

Caroline Stoll, CeciliaWard

Congratulations Confirmands
Congratulations to our young parishioners
who celebrated Confirmation today:

David Barfield, Parker Barfield
Jordan Bureau, Andrew Carek

Bryan Carek, Hampton Cooper
Michelle Del Grosso, Morgan Koewler
Caroline Lee, Cecelia McTighe

Daniel Podiak, Emily Podiak

Zachary Silliman, Connor Thompson
Ashleigh Van Metre, Brian Van Metre
Warren Wintjen, Rachael Wrenn

We ask for God' s blessings on them,
their family, and their mentors.

Baptism Preparation Class

The next parish baptisms will be on
Sunday, June 18", If you would like to
have your child baptized, please contact
Fr. Paul or Drew Burrichter as soon as
possible. Therewill be a baptism prepa-
ration class on Saturday, June 3", from
4:00-5:00 p.m. at the Parish Center. To
register for the class, call Drew Burrichter
at 216-0039.

Spoleto—Church Choral Concert
Atlanta Schola Cantorum, under the direc-
tion of Jennifer Kane, will present Rose of
Roses, a program of choral music, at 4:00
p.m. on Monday, May 29", at the Cathe-
dral of St. John the Baptist. The program
features the O Magnum Mysterium by
Victoria and includes Renaissance works
and modern compositions. All areinvited!

St. Benedict River Dogs Game

On Friday, June 9™, we will have our an-
nual St. Benedict night at the Charleston
Riverdogs baseball game at Joe Riley
Park. Wewill have a catered picnic at the
park before the game and there will be
fireworks after the game. Price for the
picnic and the game is $12 per person;
children under 3 yearsold are free.

Please purchase your tickets after Mass.

Lowcountry Crab Fest

Please join members of St. Vincent de
Paul and the Y outh group of our parish on
Sunday June 4™, from noon to 5:00 p.m.,
at Daniel Island Children's Park. Family
Fun & Good Eats for a Great Cause!
Jump Castle, Kids Games, Pony Rides

ECCO Open Saturday Mornings
Beginning June 3rd, the East Cooper
Community Outreach will be open on
Saturday mornings, 9:00 am. to Noon, to
accept donations of new or dlightly used
summer clothesto help our neighborsin
need. Y ou may drop off your donation in
the rear of the ECCO building at 1145 Six
Mileroad. Also, ECCO invites volunteers
to help ONE Saturday morning a month,
please call Paul Suchy at 849-9220.

Grocery Bag Sunday
Please don't forget to bring
your filled grocery bags next
weekend, June 3-4.

Please give generoudly!

Youth Group Babysitting List

The babysitting list on the St. Benedict web-

siteis being updated. If you would like to be
included, please stop by the Y outh table after
Mass or call Dolores Vogel at 327-2672.

Reception for Sister StellaMaris

Sister Stella Maris Craven isretiring this year
after 26 years as principal of Christ Our King-
Stella Maris School. She will be honored in a
reception on June 11™, 1:00-3:00 p.m. at
COK-Grace Hall.

Readings for the Week of May 28"

Sun.x Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23;
Mark 16:15-20

Mon.+ Acts 19:1-8; John 16:29-33
Tues.+ Acts 20:17-27; John 17:1-11a
Wed.+ Romans 12:9-16; Luke 1:39-56
Thu.+ Acts 22:30, 23:6-11; John 17:20-26
Fri.+ Acts 25:13b-21; John 21:15-19
Sat. + Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; John 21:20-25

The dtar flowers this Sunday are

offered by the Appiagyei-Dankah

family, in celebration of daughter

Araba s 16" birthday; and by the
Livreri family, in loving memory of Mercedes
Celima, maternal grandmother of Cassie and
LucaLivreri.

St. Benedict Bulletin Sponsor s

ATTENTION!
NOW ISTHE TIME!

If you are a Business Owner or a
Business Professional who would like
to advertise in this weekly Bulletin
we are inviting new sponsors
for thisyear.

To get your name on the list, please call the
Parish Center at 216-0039
or Kathleen Cleveland at 1-866-651-2111
(cell) 706-836-4027, or e-mail
kathy@messnerpublications.com

“Go into the whole world and proclaim the
gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15)

Stewardship May 20-21, 2006

Total Contributions $8,901.35
Catholic Charities $360.00
Confirmation Candidates $12.00
Our Tithe $854.14

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




