
 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 MAY 14, 2006                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

May is the month when nature nurtures the young seedlings that have sprung up all around us, 
after the death of winter, into the fullness of new life.   
 

May is the month of graduations at school and new beginnings for our students.  
 

It is the month when, in our parish, our young members receive their first Communion and Confir-
mation - both also indicating new life and new beginnings.  
 

May is the month in which we celebrate Mothers’  Day.  
 

And May is the month of Mary. In traditional Catholic circles “May Devotions”  abound, and they 
have had a profoundly formative influence on many down the centuries. It is good to see that the 
May Queen is still crowned in our parish school at Christ our King. 
 

Devotion to Mary is among the most deeply rooted in Catholic spiritual tradition.  It is also among 
the most misunderstood in many circles – particularly among people from traditions where she is 
not given a prominent place. This misunderstanding is a major force working against those who 
devote themselves to the cause of unity among Christians.  
 

We do not worship Mary, as many think.  We treat her as our friend and as a great mother figure in 
our lives. 
 

Mary is honored as the Mother of God, but we also believe her to be the most perfect of creatures.  
She is the perfect model of strong womanhood, and of loving motherhood. In both capacities she 
has much to contribute to our lives even now.  
 

Mary as mother had the primary role of introducing Christ to the world at his birth.  Hers was a 
nurturing, educating, and protective role throughout his youth and early adulthood. After that, her 
role was one of encouragement and support, from a suitable distance, as Jesus went about his pub-
lic ministry.   
 

Mary had faith in her son – even when on occasions she did not understand what was going on. 
Often we are called to have faith, even when we do not understand! Hers was an unconditional 
acceptance and love. At the death of Jesus, it was Mary who followed her son on the road to Cal-
vary and stood under the cross, without understanding it, facing all the scoffing standers-by, shar-
ing her son’s pain, and being as ever supportive. Mary had that uncanny knack of always being 
there when she was most needed. 
 

And Mary still has that knack as she plays her vital supportive role in our lives, if we will let her.  
During her life on earth, she seemed to be constantly pointing people to her son and asking them to 
“do whatever he tells you” . Her messages in her various apparitions in different parts of the world 
have always been, and still are, the same: “Do whatever he tells you” , and “Do penance”  - that is, 
prepare yourself so as to be able to “do whatever he tells you” !  Mary is an educator in the fullest 
sense of that word, leading us to the fullness of life in the Lord.  
 

We have much to be grateful for in Mary as we invite her to walk with us on our journey. She 
prays with us to the Father of life, and constantly turns us towards Jesus, her son, as we meet him 
on the way in all sorts of disguises. 
 

Today, on Mothers’  Day, we reflect that what is true of Mary is also true of our own mothers and 
all the wonderful mother figures who have enriched our particular journeys through life. We have 
every reason to celebrate them and give thanks for them, not just today but always, as they nurture, 
educate and mature us, as they protect us from harm along the way, as they support us and encour-
age us, and accept us as we are with their unconditional love.   
 

It seems so hard to be there for a person, particularly when we do not fully understand why they do 
and see things so very differently from us, or from what we had dreamed up for them. It is so hard 
to let our children go free to find their own way, when at one level we want them to find our way – 
the way that we learned with so much blood, sweat and tears! Yet that is what Mary did, and what 
our mothers do for us also, by the inspiration of the Spirit, and with her as a model. They free us to 
live OUR lives to the full as Mary freed Jesus to live out his life and vocation. 
 

Our mothers are there for us not only when things are chirpy, but like Mary in the upper room, our 
mothers are very much there for us when we are fearful and unsure of ourselves, as the disciples 
were after the crucifixion - and even after the resurrection, with no idea of what would happen 
next. As Mary brought the disciples together in prayer, so our mothers have drawn us together and 
taught us to pray always, in both good and bad times.  
 

Dear Mothers, you are priceless, doing an invaluable job, and in a way that only you can! You set 
the tone in our families, in our own lives, and in the life of our community.  It is you who most 
frequently will point us to Jesus.  Yours is a grace for the whole community, costly, and hard won. 
We are all most grateful to you for sharing it with us.   
 

Please pray for us all with Mary, and stay with us on the journey! 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

A Letter From the Bishop 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

 

The Catholic Communication Cam-
paign, in partnership with our diocesan 
Office of Publications and Information, 
has been our voice in the media: edu-
cating, entertaining, inspiring and in-
forming the public about Gospel values. 
The CCC plays an important role in our 
society. It merits our continued support. 
 

This year's collection date is May 21. 
Since 50% of your contribution to the 
CCC annual campaign stays right here 
to support our own local projects, your 
generosity has a direct effect here at 
home. In our diocese, funds support the 
Official Internet site of the Catholic 
Diocese of Charleston, radio equipment 
that will help the diocese produce local 
programming, the annual Diocesan 
Directory, award-winning publications 
and an e-mail/fax network with all 
Catholic parishes in the state. 
 

The remaining 50% supports CCC's 
national activities such as: 
 

• American Catholic Radio, Catholic 
Bookmarks, Catholic Radio Weekly, 
Lino at Large, and Personally Speaking 
with Msgr. Jim Lisante heard on many 
radio stations across the country and 
on the Internet. 
 

• Financial assistance to dioceses im-
pacted by hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
to help rebuild their communication 
ministries. 
 

• Faith Works: Across the USA 2005, a 
documentary profiling how our Catholi-
cism is lived throughout the country 
which aired on ABC stations. 
 

• La Familia Unida Esperanza en la 
Vida: family unity announcements air-
ing on 450 Spanish radio stations, plus 
Univision and Telemundo TV stations, 
reaching over 28 million Hispanics. 
 

• Streaming video stories highlighting 
news events such as the death of Pope 
John Paul II, the election of Pope Bene-
dict XVI, and relief and recovery efforts 
in the Gulf region. 
 

I invite you to visit the Web site: www. 
CatholicCommunicationCampaign.org 
and to explore all the materials avail-
able to you and your family. Finally, I 
ask that you make a generous contribu-
tion to this year's collection. With your 
help, the CCC will continue to proclaim 
the Good News each and every day. 
 
 

  Faithfully Yours In Christ, 
 Most Reverend Robert J. Baker 
  Bishop of Charleston 

 
 
 
 
When you welcome a new baby into 
your home, we also would like to wel-
come your newest family member to 
our St. Benedict community. 
 

We will arrange to come and take a 
photo of your baby to be displayed at 
Church and to publish a notice of our 
newest arrival in this bulletin. 
 

Please notify Jane & George O’Brien 
by calling 971-1818. 



Russian Chorale 
Ensemble at All Saints 
 

All Saints Lutheran Church invites 
all parishioners of St. Benedict to 
hear the Archiglas Russian Chorale 
Ensemble from St. Petersburg, Russia, on 
Saturday, May 27th, at 6:30 p.m. at the All 
Saints church. They are a group of talented 
soloists who sing a cappella. 
 

Please come and enjoy this entertaining night 
of unaccompanied choral masterpieces. 
 

If you have any question, please call Stacy 
Hanling at 884-5470. 

Readings for  the Week of May 14th 
 

Sun.± Acts 9:26-31; 1 John 3:18-24;  
          John 15:1-8  
Mon.± Acts 14:5-18; John 14:21-26 
Tues.± Acts 14:19-28; John 14:27-31 
Wed.± Acts 15:1-6; John 15:1-8 
Thu.± Acts 15:7-21; John 15:9-11 
Fri.±  Acts 15:22-31; John 15:12-17 
Sat. ± Acts 16:1-10; John 15:18-21 

 
 
 
 

Week of May 15 - 21, 2006 
 

Mon. ± Fri. NO MASS 
 

Sat.  5:00 p.m.  All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.          Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)  
 Children' s Liturgy (ages 4-6) 
 

Ministry Schedule 
 

Schedule - May 20- Saturday Vigil Mass 
 

Scr ipture Readings—See Sunday L iturgy 
 

Reading I  Deb McGee 
Reading II Caroline Stoll 
 

Ushers   
Mike Podiak, Dwight Crosby 
 

Cross Bearer    
Jeff Carper 
 

Euchar istic Ministers   
 

Bread:  Georgia Hazelton 
Cup:  Marilee Little, Robert Little 
 

Schedule - May 21 - Sunday Liturgy 
 

Scr ipture Readings 
 

Reading I: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 
                                             Wendy Albano 
Reading II: 1 John 4:7-10         Jim Phillips                                  
Gospel: John 15:9-17 
Prayers of the Faithful      Nick Christopher                                            
 

Front Door  Greeters   
The Allred Family 
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration   
Sue Gonzales 
 

Ushers  Paul Kowalchick, Paulette Joyce, 
Mark French, Bob Brimmer, Pat McKay 
 

Altar  Servers   
Christina McMullen, Joe McMullen 
 

Cross Bearer    
David Hunton 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Maria McTighe, Madeline McKay 
 

Euchar istic Ministers 
 

Bread: Mindy Carroll, Chris Conway,  
Terry Gray, Peggy Harkins 
Cup: Barbara Gamble, Mary Helen 
Gammon, Judy Gilman, Joe Harkins, 
Hampton Lee, Michael McAdams 
 

Nursery 
Juice:  Amanda & Michael McAdams 
Snack:  David Funk  
Check-in: Janeen Zaio 
Jennifer Ludwig 
 

Hospitality   
Sue Gonzales, Gathy Gough, Tina Grady, 
Peggy Harkins, Sarah Harold, 
Dawn Heavey, Hedy Hodge, 
Peggy Klimecki, Sandy Funk 
 

Collection Counters   
Diane Costa, Rosalie Guerin 

 
 
 

“ I  am the vine, you are the branches. 
Whoever remains in me and I  in him will 

bear much fruit, because without me 
you can do nothing.”   (John 15:5) 

Total Contributions  $ 9,635.80 

Stewardship May 6-7, 2006 

Our Tithe $ 960.58 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

Habitat for  Humanity Volunteers 
St. Benedict needs five volunteers to help 
out on Saturday, May 20th with the East 
Cooper Habitat for Humanity, at their 
new site off Highway 41. Please call 
Mindy Carroll at 849-9762 if you can 
help that Saturday, or if you are interested 
in being part of the Habitat for Humanity 
ministry at St. Benedict. More dates to 
follow as we are aiming to have a group 
on the site once a month! 
 

ECCO Needs Fans 
The East Cooper Community Outreach 
(EECO) is in need of working fans or 
monetary donations to purchase fans. If 
you are writing a check to ECCO, please 
put ªFan Fundº on the memo line of  
your check. The St. Benedict Outreach 
committee will collect them on May 20th 
and 21st and will take them to ECCO. 
 

Separated-Divorced Suppor t Group 
We will meet at Camellia House on Mon-
days at 7:00 p.m. on the following dates:  
May 8 & 22; June 12 & 26; July 10 & 24; 
August 7, 21 & 28. You may join this 
group at any time during this nine-week 
series of topics. Call Mary Svendsen at 
729-4471, with any questions. 
 

Cursillo  
 There will be a Cursillo Ultreya on Tues-
day, May 16th, at 7:00 p.m. in the parish 
hall of the Cathedral of St. John Baptist. 
Refreshments will be available at the con-
clusion of the meeting. For more informa-
tion, call Mark Foster at 958- 3715   
 

Save the Date—RiverDogs Game  
SAVE THE DATE!  On Friday, June 9th, 
we will have our annual St. Benedict 
night at the Charleston Riverdogs baseball 
game at Joe Riley Park.  We will have a 
catered picnic at the park before the game 
and there will be fireworks after the game.  
Price for the picnic and the game is $12 
per person; children under 3 years old are 
free. Tickets will be on sale after Mass. 
Watch the bulletin for further updates. 
Questions? Call Bob Little 971-0458. 
 

Theology of the Body 
The next inter-parish ªTheology on Tapº 
session will be held on Thursday, May 
18th, 7:00 p.m., at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall on Calhoun Street in downtown 
Charleston. Father John M. Zimmerman 
of Blessed Sacrament Church will speak 
on ªThe Theology of the Bodyº. All are 
invited to attend! 

Children' s Collection   $ 50.50 
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St. Benedict Bulletin Sponsors 
 

ATTENTION! 
NOW IS THE TIME! 

 

If you are a Business Owner or a 
Business Professional who would like 

to advertise in this weekly Bulletin 
we are inviting new sponsors 

for this year. 
 

To get your name on the list, please call the 
Parish Center at 216-0039  

or Kathleen Cleveland at 1-866-651-2111 
(cell) 706-836-4027, or e-mail 

kathy@messnerpublications.com 
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Confirmation Candidates     $ 3.00 

Catholic Home Missions   $ 30.00 


