FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
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MARCH 26, 2006
CjP A Message from Father Paul

On the surface we seem to cope. We look reasonably normal. We are not too crazy.
We manage asmile, ajoke, alaugh. But for some of ustheredity isvery different.
And we know it.

Some of us, when taking an honest look at our lives, can have feelings of sadness,
failure, or even of quiet despair. We keep alot hidden.

For us, the Church comes with a message of great hope and encouragement.

Hope for those of uswho look at our personal lives, our relationships, our marriage,
our family, and do not like what we see.

Hope for those of uswho look at our mora and sexual lives, and feel confused and
uneasy, or condemned and guilty.

Hope for those of uswho look at our desires, our inclinations, our disordered fanta-
sies, our temptations, and do not like what we find.

And the Church has a message of hope for those of uswho are afraid to look, afraid
of what we might find, afraid of skeletonsin the closet.

Hope for those who prefer to be ignorant of their true motives for acting, and who
prefer to stay in the darkness rather than come out into the light.

This message of hopeis centered on a person.

This person entered total desolation, but found there the seed of new life. This person
died the death of sadness and loneliness, of failure and despair, his heart broken, but
passed over to new life: Resurrection. This person is Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ cruci-
fied. Dead. Buried. Risen.

We too can expect to have the same experience. We too can make this same Pass-
over. We can share in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over sin and death. We do
not have to go on living in sadness, in hopel essness; we do not have to go on living
in quiet despair. Our lives can be changed.

Do not believe the lie that says today will be like yesterday, and that tomorrow will
beliketoday. Do not feed on thislie.

How can our lives be changed? Where can we receive hope?
On our Lenten journey.

On this Lenten journey thereis help for those of uswho fed trapped in our failures,
and locked in our sins and sufferings. On this great Lenten journey to the great night
of Passover —the Sacred Triduum from April 13" to 16™ — more than anything else
we need to LISTEN to theword of God. Really listen. We need to let the Word of
God speak to our hearts and to enlighten our lives. This Word of God can change us,
precisely because it is God' s Word. And God has power.

Open your ears at Mass on these days of preparation; open your ears at the beginning
of every meeting in the parish when the Gospel is prayerfully read to usfor our re-
flection. Do not let that meditative moment pass you by as just one more thing that
you feel you need to suffer. Listen carefully, and make the very best of the opportu-
nity you have at the start of every F.I.R.E. group meeting when God speaks to you
and the group through hisWord. God is speaking to you —if you will only listen!

Listen when we cel ebrate the Scrutinies with our Catechumens and Candidates in
these Sundays of Lent.

And listen carefully when we come together as a parish family for our Lenten cele-
bration of God’'s Word at our service of Penance and Reconciliation thisweek. His
Word is not one of judgment. HisWord will be one of gentle encouragement and
love of you and me, sinnersthat we are! Be sure to be there — Wednesday, 29
March, 7:00 p.m. at the Franke Home Chapel to hear that Word, and to find the cour-
ageto cast our burdens on the Lord for his forgiveness and reconciliation. There will
be a number of local prieststo hear your confession.

Be there as we encourage one another, and especially those - old and young - who
will be receiving this reconciliation for the first time, that they too may hear the gen-
tle voice of their heavenly Father whisper in their ear, “I love you, my special one: |
love you, and want you to let me enfold you in my loving arms.”

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate thisto the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

St. Vincent
de Paul
Collection

Next Saturday and Sunday, the 1%
weekend of April, we will have our
monthly SVDP special collection
after each Mass.

The mission of the St. Benedict St.
Vincent de Paul Society Conference
isto provide emergency assistance to
the needy in the East Cooper area.
Please be generous!

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883



Week of Mar. 27-Apr. 2, 2006
Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center

Tues. 6:30 p.m. Rivertowne
Gerry & Lois O'Keefe
2220 Hartfords Bluff Circle 971-9293
(After Mass, pleasejoin usfor
Soup Supper & Discussion.)

Wed. 9:00 am. Dunes West-Brickfall Estates
Bert & Nina Carlin
1823 Cherokee Rose Circle  849-0191
(Please call for a gate pass.)
7:00 p.m., Reconciliation Service
Franke at Seaside Chapel

Thurs. 9:00 am. Charleston National -

Saint Andrews
Bob & Sandy Summers
3200 Hesathland Way 884-1160
Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran

Sun. 9:30 am. Carioin Park West

Ministry Schedule
Schedule- Mar. 29 - Reconciliation Service

Tuesday Mass and Soup Supper
On Tuesdays during Lent, we will cele-
brate our Masses at 6:30 p.m., followed
by a Soup Supper and a community dis-
cussion with Fr. Paul, on topics raised by
parishioners. We hope to see you!

Parish School News

The students are well into Lent ...with an
enormous collection of canned goods for
ECCO (making the yearly count since
September close to 10,000 food items!)
and a very good monetary collection
(over $500 at this point) at the “We Care,
We Share” weekly School Mass.

The third quarter honor rolls have just
come out, and seven young parishioners
have been named to that list:

Crigtina Garcia, Carrie Cottingham
Christina Grady, Christian Graham
Anna D@&nnunzio, Austin Tortorici
Haley Cottingham

Congratulations to the students, their
teachers, and their parents!

Bishop England Sring Fling

Scripture Readings
Reading I: Micah 7:7-9
Gospel: Luke 15:1-7
Schedule - Apr. 1 —Saturday Vigil Mass
Scripture Readings
Reading I: Jeremiah 31:31-34

Suzanne Catanzarite
Reading I1: Hebrews5:7-9 Drew Burrichter
Gospel: John 12:20-33
Host Family Please contact Wendy Albano.
Ushers Dennis D' Annunzio, Dwight Crosby
CrossBearer Joe Mueller
Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Jeanne Burke
Cup: Paul Sullivan, Georgia Hazelton
Schedule- Apr. 2 - Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings
Reading I: Ezekiel 37:12-14 Mark Foster
Reading II: Romans8:8-11  Dolores Vogel
Gospel: John 11:1-45
Prayers of the Faithful Trent Bolling
Host Family Please contact Wendy Albano.

Guest/Visitor Registration Leo Albano
Ushers Paul Kowalchik, Paulette Joyce,
Fred Gamble, Richard Garcia, Jeff Scott
Altar Servers

Parker Barfield, Joe McMullen

CrossBearer Georgia French

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Traci Peters, Margaret Riggs

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Thomas Allen, Gerald Blanchard,
Barbara Gamble, Mary Helen Gammon
Cup: Kevin Carpentier, Mindy Carroll,
Chris Conway, Judy Gilman, Terry Gray,
Michael Okpych

Nursery (Juice): SusannaBleyer
(Snack): Mark & Christine Davis
Check-in: Michele Gawryluk

Leo Albano

Hospitality Marcia Russo, Margaret Sibley,
TinaTartaglia, Chris & Katie Tokarz,
Lynn Tortorici, Julie Turner, Patty Tykal,
CeceliaWard

Callection Counters

Mike Eovino, Anne Callery

Caroline Stoll

Bishop England High School will host its
2nd “ Spring Fling”, on Saturday, April
8th, 7:00-10:00 p.m. in the courtyard of
the school. Parents, alumni and friends
areinvited to join! Advance tickets $20;
$25 at the door. For more information,
please call 843-849-9599 ext. 21.

K of C Retreat at Mepkin Abbey
The 2nd Annual Knights of Columbus
Retreat with emphasis on the sacrament
of Reconciliation will be held Saturday,
April 8th, at the beautiful Mepkin Abbey.
If you are amember of K of C, or are
interested in joining us and would like to
attend, or receive more information on the
Retreat, please contact Gene McLaughlin
(849-2271), Paul Midghall (881-4190), or
Bill Harrington(209-4038).

Director of Music/Organist Needed

L enten Reconciliation Service

The children preparing for First Reconcilia-
tion will celebrate the sacrament on Wednes-
day, March 29", 7:00 p.m., Franke at Sea-
side Chapel, located at 1885 Rifle Range
Road. Everyone, especially those preparing
for sacraments, areinvited to join!

Stations of the Cross With All Saints
Every Friday evening this Lent, we will pray
the Stations of the Cross at 5:30 p.m., together
with parishioners of All Saints Lutheran, at
their church. We hope that all will be there!

All Fridays of Lent are Days of Abstinence,
when Catholics over the age of 14 will abstain
from meat.

Lent-Holy Week-Easter Triduum
During Lent, we set aside a prayerful moment
each day to reflect on those personal obstacles
that prevent us from fully participating in the
glory of Christ's Resurrection in our daily
lives. Please include the following liturgiesin
your schedule:

- Passion/Palm Sunday-April 9,
9:30a.m. (Cario)
- Holy Thursday-April 13,
7:00 p.m. @ Cario; Nursery ages 1-4
- Good Friday-April 14,
7:00 p.m. @ Cario; Nursery ages 1-4
- Easter Vigil-April 15,
8:30 p.m. @ Cario; No Nursery
- Eagter Sunday-April 16,
9:30a.m. @ Cario; Nursery ages 1-4

Readingsfor the Week of March 26

Sun.+ 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a

Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41
Mon.x Isaiah 65:17-21; John 4:43-54
Tues.x Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; John 5:1-16
Wed.+ Isaiah 49:8-15; John 5:17-30
Thu.+ Exodus 32:7-14; John 5:31-47
Fri.+ Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22; John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Sat. + Jeremiah 11:18-20; John 7:40-53

Sacred Heart Catholic Church is seeking a
Director of Liturgical Music/Organist for
one Sunday Mass (11:15 a.m.) per week
and available for Holy Days of Obliga-
tion, Funerals, and Weddings. For more
information, please contact Sacred Heart.
Applicants should mail resume to: Sacred
Heart Church, 888 King Street, Charles-
ton, SC 29403 or e-mail to sacredheart-
chas@aol.com.

De-Coding Da Vinci

There will be atalk on De-coding Da
Vinci: Facts Behind the Fiction of the Da
Vinci Code by noted author, blogger and
theologian Amy Welborn, on April 6",
6:30 p.m., at the Citadel in Charleston.
For more information, call 803-799-5870
or go to www.davincicodecarolina.com.

Youth Ministry Calendar ...

April 2. Tier 3 Mtg. (6:00 p.m. at Hunton’s)
April 2. Tier 2 Mtg. (6:00 p.m. at TBD)
April 8 Tier 2 Trivia @ Oakdale Heights

(10:00 a.m. - Noon)

“ STEWARDSHIP iseverything | do after
| say | BELIEVE!”

Stewardship March 18-19, 2006

Total Contributions $9725.21
Bishop® Stewardship Appeal $15.00
Qur Tithe $971.02

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




