
 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 MARCH 19, 2006                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

We are greatly blessed this year to have two catechumens and four candidates who have 
asked for baptism or for full Communion with our Church community, and who have been 
preparing themselves in our R.C.I.A. process over the last several months.  Their journey is 
now reaching its final stage before the great celebrations at the Easter Vigil on the night of 
April 15th, when they will become one with us as we celebrate the new life that has been 
given to each of us through the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord.  It will be a great 
celebration!  
 

In this time of final preparation, I commend all our catechumens and candidates and their 
families to your fervent prayer.  They need to know that they are not alone – they deserve the 
support of the entire community as we walk the journey of faith together.   
 

Officially, this period of final preparation for our new members is known as the “Period of  
Purification and Enlightenment”  and, as a major part of this period, we are solemnly celebrat-
ing what are called the “Scrutinies”  after the homily at Mass, today and on the coming two 
Sundays. The Scrutinies, which are reinforced by an exorcism, are rites for self-searching and 
repentance, and have, above all, a spiritual purpose. The Scrutinies are meant to uncover, then 
heal all that is weak, defective, or sinful, in the hearts of the “Elect”  – those who are to be 
baptized - and our “Candidates”  – those already baptized in another faith denomination, but 
now seeking to walk the rest of their journey of faith with us in the Catholic Church. The 
Scrutinies are there to bring out and then strengthen all that is upright, strong and good in 
their lives. 
 

The Scrutinies are celebrated to deliver the Elect and our Candidates from the power of Satan 
and sin, to protect them against temptation, and give them strength in Christ, who is the way, 
the truth, and the life. These rites should therefore complete the conversion of the Elect and 
candidates and deepen their resolve to hold fast to Christ and carry out their decision to love 
God above all else. 
 

Because they are asking for the sacraments of initiation, the Elect and our Candidates must 
have the intention of achieving an intimate knowledge of Christ and his Church. They are 
expected particularly to progress in genuine self-knowledge through serious examination of 
their lives and true repentance. 
 

First of all, the Elect and Candidates are instructed gradually about the mystery of sin. 
Second, their spirit is filled with Christ the Redeemer who is the living water (as instanced in 
the Gospel of the Samaritan woman read this Sunday), Christ, the light of the world (as in the 
Gospel of the man born blind to be read next Sunday) and Christ, the resurrection and the life 
(as evoked by the gospel of the raising of Lazarus from the dead, to be read on the Sunday 
after next.) 
 

But the Scrutinies are not just for the benefit of the Elect and the Candidates.  They are an 
invitation for us all to scrutinize ourselves and to kneel in penitence along side them, inter-
ceding for ourselves as well as for them. Who in the community is perfect and without sin? 
We all need purification! Now is our time also. Sin is ever-present in all our lives. Freedom 
from sin constitutes a constant struggle for us all. The Devil and Sin are very much alive and 
well in our lives and all around us! When we are not struggling with the demons, when we are 
oblivious of them and their insidious operation in our lives, or give in to them because it is 
easier that way, we are in deep trouble. We do not want to be evil, we just are - much of the 
time. 
 

The good news is that through the Church, almighty God provides us with healing and 
strength to face down the enemy, to go on with the battle, and to overcome in the end by his 
good grace! We receive this grace in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and also as we all 
kneel before his goodness in a spirit of repentance, celebrating the Scrutinies. The Church 
invites us to absorb the grace, to be strong for the day of evil, and to be strong for each other 
as we wage the war against the enemy within. With God on our side, and with the support of 
each other, it is possible to overcome the arch-enemy - self – and to rise to new life for others. 
 

This Sunday our new members were anointed with the “Oil of Catechumens” .  The anointing 
with oil symbolizes their need for God’s help and strength so that, undeterred by the bonds of 
the past, and overcoming the opposition of the devil, they will forthrightly take the step of 
professing their faith and will hold on to it unfalteringly throughout their lives.  To this end, 
next Sunday, they will receive a copy of the Creed by which we live, and which we recite 
each Sunday together.  On the Sunday following, they will be given a copy of the “Our Fa-
ther” , the model of all prayer that Jesus himself gave us, as a guide and encouragement for 
them on the journey, as it is for us all.   
 

Be not afraid!  The Lord is with us in all his power, leading us all to the glory of the resurrec-
tion! 

Par ish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictpar ish.org   St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883 

Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints 
Lutheran, and at any other time by  
appointment.  
 

 

A Letter From the Bishop 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

In the story of the Last Judgment, Jesus 
reminds us to care for those in need. If 
we ignore those who are hungry, 
thirsty, ill, without clothes, strangers, 
or in prison, we turn away from Christ. 
When we act with compassion, generos-
ity, and commitment to justice for the 
"least among us, " we act as his true 
disciples. 
 

An important opportunity to express 
Christian Compassion and generosity is 
through The Catholic Relief Services 
Collection. The collection theme, Jesus 
in Disguise, reminds us of the presence 
of Christ in every one of our brothers 
and sisters in need. The collection helps 
build the Church's international social 
ministry by funding the work of five 
agencies: 
 

Catholic Relief Services, the official 
international relief and development 
agency of the U.S. Catholic community, 
assists people in 99 countries on the 
basis of need - not race, creed, or na-
tionality. Catholic Relief Services cre-
ates opportunities for Catholic in the 
United States to live their faith in soli-
darity with poor people overseas by 
providing financial assistance and 
working to end poverty. 
 

Catholic Legal Immigration Network, 
Inc., provides a full range of legal and 
support services to Catholic programs 
directly representing poor immigrants. 
Its focus is on reunification of families 
and protection of those fleeing persecu-
tion or civil unrest. 
 

Migration and Refugee Services of the 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops annually resettles one quarter 
of the refugees admitted to the United 
States and provides advocacy for and 
pastoral care to many newcomers, mi-
grant workers, and others on the move. 
 

Social Development and World Peace 
of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops advocates for poor 
and vulnerable people and for interna-
tional peace and justice. It works to 
build the capacity of the Church to re-
spond to global concerns such as reli-
gious freedom and debt relief to poor 
countries. 
 

The Holy Father's Relief Fund assists 
victims of natural disasters and ether 
emergencies around the world. 
 

By giving to The Catholic Relief Ser-
vices Collection, you are responding to 
Jesus in Disguise. Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
  Sincerely yours in Christ, 
  Most Reverend Robert J. Baker 
   Bishop of Charleston 
 

(Envelopes for this collection are 
provided in the March packet.) 



 

All are invited to take part in our 
parish Lenten journey!  

 
Tuesday Mass and Soup Supper   
On Tuesdays during Lent, we will cele-
brate our  Masses at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by a Soup Supper and a community dis-
cussion with Fr. Paul, on topics raised by 
parishioners. It will be held at different 
parishioners’  homes. To volunteer to 
bring soup or bread to one of the suppers, 
please call Lois O’Keefe at 971-9293. 
 
Stations of the Cross 
With All Saints 
Every Friday evening this Lent, we will 
pray the Stations of the Cross at 5:30 
p.m., together with parishioners of All 
Saints Lutheran, at their church. We hope 
that all will be there! 
 

All Fr idays of Lent are Days of Absti-
nence, when Catholics over the age of 14 
will abstain from meat. 
 
Lent-Holy Week-Easter  Tr iduum 
During Lent, we set aside a prayerful mo-
ment each day to reflect on those personal 
obstacles that prevent us from fully par-
ticipating in the glory of Christ’s Resur-
rection in our daily lives. Please include 
the following liturgies in your schedule: 
 

·  Reconciliation Service-March 29, 
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., 

 (Franke Home) 
·  Passion/Palm Sunday-Apr il 9, 
 9:30 a.m.  (Car io) 
·  Holy Thursday-Apr il 13, 
 7:00 p.m. @ Car io; Nursery ages 1-4 
·  Good Fr iday-Apr il 14, 
 7:00 p.m. @ Car io; Nursery ages 1-4 
·  Easter  Vigil-Apr il 15, 
 8:30 p.m. @ Car io; No Nursery 
·  Easter  Sunday-Apr il 16, 
 9:30 a.m. @ Car io; Nursery ages 1-4 

Readings for  the 
Week of March 19 

 
Sun.± Exodus 17:3-7; 
          Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; 
          John 4:5-42 

Mon.± 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; 
 Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22; 
 Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a 
Tues.± Daniel 3:25, 34-43; Matthew 18:21-35 
Wed.± Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; 
 Matthew 5:17-19 
Thu.± Jeremiah 7:23-28; Luke 11:14-23 
Fri.± Hosea 14:2-10; Mark 12:28-34      
Sat. ± Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Hebrews 10:4-10; 
          Luke 1:26-38 

 
 
 
Week of March 20–26, 2006 

Mon. 9:00 a.m.  Parish Center 
Tues. 6:30 p.m.     Brickyard± Brickyard                           
 Edward & Lisa Cottingham 
 1443 Madison Court         881-3592 
 (After  Mass, please join us for  
 Soup Supper  &  Discussion.) 
 

Wed. 10:30 a.m.      Brickyard-                          
                                        Magnolia Grove 
 Jim & Jean Sullivan 
 1255 Old Ivy Way            856-9993 
Thurs. 9:00 a.m.      Charleston National-                           
                                        Harleston Green 
 Caroline Stoll 
 4053 Harleston Green      884-2215 
Fri. 9:00 a.m.                       Parish Center 
Sat. 5:00 p.m.  All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
Sun. 9:30 a.m.            Cario in Park West 
 

Ministry Schedule 
 

Schedule - Mar. 25—Saturday Vigil Mass 
 

Scr ipture Readings—See Sunday L iturgy 
Reading I                                         Fred Koch                          
Reading II                           Jean Sullivan 
 

Host Family               Randy & Susan Cooper 
Ushers  Pat McKay, Linda Koch 
Cross Bearer   Wynn Harding 
Euchar istic M inisters   
Bread:  Judy Gilman 
Cup:  Marilee Little, Robert Little 
 
 

Schedule - Mar. 26 - Sunday L iturgy 
 

Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a                                     
  Jim Phillips 
Reading II: Ephesians 5:8-14 Sue Christopher                                         
Gospel: John 9:1-41 
Prayers of the Faithful          Nick Christopher                                                       
 

Host Family                       The Allred Family 
Guest/Visitor  Registration  Kathy Eovino   
Ushers  Michael Hauser, Randy Cooper,  
Susan Cooper, Mindy Carroll, Dwight Crosby 
Altar  Servers   
Sam Carpentier, Matt Phillips 
Cross Bearer    Kevin Carpentier 
Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Traci Peters, Lori Gerding 
Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread:  Hampton Lee, Michael McAdams, 
Maryann Russell, Caroline Stoll 
Cup:  Joe Harkins, Peggy Harkins,  
Barbara Miracky, Jane O’Brien,  
Michael Okpych, Jim Stott 
Nursery 
Juice:  Kristin & Darin Bish 
Snack:  Jill Peterson 
Check-in:  Kelly Stokes 
Katie De Mario 
Hospitality  Lois O©Keefe, Helen O©Leary, 
Tina & Michael Okpych, Linda Patten, 
Mary Pleiman, Leanna Potter, Betty Potts, 
Lidia Riley 
Collection Counters   
Mike Catanzarite, David Funk 

 
 
 
 
 

“ Give, and it shall be given to you. Good 
measure pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will they pour into the fold 
of your garment. For the measure you 
measure with will be measured back to 
you.”   (Luke 6:38) 

Total Contributions  $ 8,068.25 

Stewardship March 11-12, 2006 

Our Tithe   $ 786.83 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

Confirmation Candidates $ 6.00 

VIRTUS Training 
VIRTUS training sessions are scheduled for 
the last Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. 
at Blessed Sacrament in West Ashley 
(The next session is March 28th). 
 

Please make an effort to have this very impor-
tant requirement as volunteers in our parish 
ministries. To inquire, please call Blessed 
Sacrament Church at (843) 556-0801. 
 
Baptism Preparation Class 
The next parish baptisms will be on Easter 
Sunday, April 16th.  If you would like to have 
your child baptized please contact Fr. Paul or 
Drew Burrichter as soon as possible. 
There will also be a baptism preparation class 
on Saturday, March 25th at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Parish Center. Please call Drew Burrichter at 
216-0039 to register for the class. 

Bishop©s Stewardship Appeal   $ 200.00 

Youth Ministry Calendar  ... 
March 25: Tier 2 Trivia @ Oakdale Heights 
 (10:00 a.m. - Noon) 
Apr il 2: Tier 3 Mtg. (6:00 p.m. at Hunton’s) 
Apr il 2: Tier 2 Mtg. (6:00 p.m. at TBD) 

 

K of C Retreat at Mepkin Abbey 
The 2nd Annual Knights of Columbus 
Retreat with emphasis on the sacrament 
of Reconciliation will be held Saturday, 
April 8th, at the beautiful Mepkin Abbey. 
If you are a member of K of C, or are 
interested in joining us and would like to 
attend, or receive more information on the 
Retreat, please contact Gene McLaughlin 
(849-2271), Paul Midghall (881-4190), or 
Bill Harrington(209-4038). 
 

Catholic Radio in SC 
Tune in to 810 AM daily to hear good 
Catholic programming! 


