JL) PENTECOST SUNDAY - JUNE 4, 2006—A M essage from Father Paul

And so we come to the great feast of Pentecost — the climax of the Easter Season. For seven weeks we have
2 ' been celebrating the fact that Jesus conquered death and rose again and has made it possible for usto sharein
his resurrection, not just at the end of time or at our death, but also in many ways in our daily lives.

Today isthe Birthday of the Church. When the Holy Spirit descended on Mary and the disciples and filled them with his
life, they brought thousands to belief in Jesus — into the body of Christ —the newborn Church.

We too are vessdls of the Holy Spirit, both as a parish community and as individuals. Each of us bears the responsibility of
spreading and sharing the gift of the Holy Spirit that we have first received — free and entirely out of love. Thisgift is not
for usto hold to ourselves: it is given to us that we might grow spiritually, and to be God’ s tools for outreach to all manner
of people, drawing them into the community of the faithful.

Last Sunday the Church came together with our spiritual leader, Bishop Baker, who on this occasion compl eted the process
of initiation into the Church for fifteen of our young members through our celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation
together. It was indeed a splendid and grace-filled occasion for us al — atime for whole-hearted thanksgiving.

There was, however, a shadow over the occasion. | refer to the fact that at the very last minute, during my individual inter-
views with the candidates, | discovered that three of those coming forward had gotten this far in the process amost com-
pletely unprepared in their understanding of what they were to celebrate and the responsibilities they would be undertaking.
For the integrity of the sacrament and the process, | was left with no alternative but to withdraw them from the list of those
to be presented to the Bishop. All the candidates clearly understood why | had to take this very painful step. To their credit,
while it caused them great sadness, they accepted the decision with genuine good grace. | was impressed that, when | of -
fered to look into the possibility of their being confirmed in another parish at alater date, one of them clearly stated that
would not do, because he really wanted to be confirmed in this parish community!

What has happened was not the fault of the children. Rather, painful asit may be, | think we have to acknowledge that we
the adults of the parish have let them down. It is tempting, but not helpful, to point accusing fingers at individuals. From
the Pastor down, we al have to take some share of the collective blame for allowing this distressing situation to occur. |
am proud, and have every confidence in our process, as witnessed by the very high standard of preparedness of the fifteen
candidates who were confirmed!

More important by far than apportioning blame is what we can learn, individually and as a group, from this experience to
ensure that our youngsters have the real support that they need. That is our collective responsibility — we make that com-
mitment when they are baptized, and brought into the family of the Church.

| have been reflecting on the situation over the past days, and | am not finished with it yet. However, | want to share my

thoughts thus far, in the hope that they might spur othersto reflect also, so that we can all learn, and this does not happen

agan:

1. We cannot blame the children. They have a right to receive encouragement and supervision to ensure that they do the
praying, reading and reflection with othersthat is required for their mature participation in the Sacraments.

2. Therole and responsibility of the mentor is crucial, as he/she supports the parentsin their primary task of teaching and
ensures that the teaching isin fact given in a timely and meaningful way. They must work together as a team and with
the pastoral associate and me.

3. Weinsist that the families of those to receive the sacramentsarein a F.I.R.E. group. The group isresponsible for ani-
mating and encouraging our candidates and their parents, and for holding the candidates accountable for their pro-
gress on the journey. Constant and intentional prayer for each candidateistheir greatest gift to them. Most groups do a
wonderful and conscientious job here. It is the serious responsibility of the group and its facilitator to ensure that the
process of preparation is on track and that, | or Drew are kept in the loop, especially if problems occur, so that reme-
dial steps can be taken in a timely manner, and we are not blindsided at the last minute.

4. This past year, | allowed a whole group of families, new to the parish, to be placed in one group together without a tried
and seasoned person, who really knows the ropes to act as facilitator. Thisis serioudly unfair, and | am ultimately re-
sponsible. On the flip-side, if this state of affairsisto be avoided, it will involve members of strong groupsthat aretried
and tested and very comfortable, to die to themselves and be prepared to rise again in faith to new lifein a new group!
Last year, | could not find anyone willing to make that leap in faith.

5. For the future, we will put in place more specific, carefully timed structuresto ensure that all our candidates are with
the program, and their spiritual development is ongoing.

We have experienced abig blip in the system. That isgood for our collective and individual humility, and awake-up call
for many. The good newsis that the Holy Spirit does not give up on us! | believe that when our three candidates do come
forward again, hopefully next year, they will be older and in better shape to appreciate the wonder of the awesome gifts that
we all receive at Confirmation.

So let usthen be of good cheer, and celebrate with gusto the great feast that is today and the joy of the Spirit who is with us
aways —even to the end of time! Alleluial Alleluial
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Week of June 5-11, 2006

Mon.-Fri NO MASS
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints L utheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Carioin Park West

Most Holy Trinity
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children’s Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Travelling thissummer ?

Look up Mass schedules worldwide
on the St. Benedict website at:
www.stbenedictparish.org, and look
under the “ Catholic Resources’ menu.

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - June 10 - Saturday Vigil
Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturqy

(For Lectors, please contact Deb McGee at
849-3489.)

Ushers Susan Porichak, Pat McKay
CrossBearer Wynn Harding

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Lois O’'Keefe
Cup: Pauline Sullivan, Jerry O'Keefe

Schedule - June 11 - Most Holy Trinity
Scripture Readings

(For Lectors, please contact Deb McGee at
849-3489.)

Reading |: Deuteronomy 4:32-34; 39-40
Reading |1: Romans 8:14-17

Gospdl: Matthew 28:16-20

Prayers of the Faithful

Front Door Greeter Sandy Kerr
Guest/Visitor Registration Kathy Eovino

Ushers Hampton Lee, Dom Del Grosso,
Jeff Petterson, Mike Podiak, Leo Kosinski

Altar Servers
Courtney Hensch, Melissa Hensch

CrossBearer Kevin Carpentier

Children’s L iturgy of the Word
Sandy Funk, Linda Patten

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Michael Okpych, Maryann Russdll,
Gerald Blanchard, Kevin Carpentier

Cup: Caroline Stoll, Jim Stott,

Thomas Allen, Mindy Carroll, Chris Conway,
Barbara Gamble

Nursery

Juice: Fabiola Salas

Snack: Kelly & Jan Van Vliet
Check-in: Juanita Cedeno

Hospitality

(For Hospitality, please contact Lucia
Rutherford at 881-8391.)

Collection Counters
Diane Costa, Carlos & Jennifer Roe

VIRTUS Training

The next scheduled VIRTUS training
session is June 27", 7:00 p.m. at Blessed
Sacrament in West Ashley. Please make
an effort to have this very important
reguirement as volunteersin our parish
ministries. To inquire, please call Blessed
Sacrament Church at (843) 556-0801.

Pope Benedict XVI First Encyclical
We want to encourage you to read Pope
Benedict XVI'sfirst encyclical “ God is
Love’. The Holy Father explainsthe
place of lovein the life of the Church,
reminding us about the practical implica-
tions of living out the commandment,
“Love thy neighbor.” The completetextis
available at the U.S. bishops' website,
www.usccbpublishing.org, or at your
local bookstore.

Diocese of Charlseton Diaconate

Reception for Sister Stella
Maris Craven

Sister StellaMaris Cravenisretiring
this year after 26 years as principal

of Christ Our King-Stella Maris
School. She will be honored in a
reception on June 11™, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
at COK-Grace Hall.

Youth Group Babysitting List

The babysitting list on the St. Benedict
website is being updated. If you would

like to be included, please stop by the

Y outh table after Mass or call Dolores Vogel
at 327-2672.

ECCO Open Saturday Mornings

The East Cooper Community Outreach will
be open on Saturday mornings, 9:00 am. to
Noon, to accept donations of new or slightly
used summer clothesto help our neighborsin
need. Y ou may drop off your donation in the
rear of the ECCO building at 1145 Six Mile
road. Also, ECCO invites volunteersto help
ONE Saturday morning a month, please call
Paul Suchy at 849-9220.

Diocese of Charleston Job Postings
The Diocese of Charleston islooking for:
Payroll/AP Clerk, Staff Accountant
Secretary/Admin Asst, Bilingual Secretary.

If interested and for more job availability,
please visit the Diocese of Charleston website
www.catholic-doc.org/hr .

Ordination in Rome

Bryan Babick, Michael Cassabon, and
Jeffrey Kirby, al seminarians studying for
the Diocese of Charleston, will be or-
dained to the Diaconate in Rome on Octo-
ber 5, 2006, at St. Peter’sBasilica. Please
contact Bryan at bbabick@pnac.org,
Michael at mcassabon@pnac.org, or
Jeffrey at jkirby@pnac.org if you would
like further information. Or, visit The
Pontifical North American College’s Web
site, www.pnac.orq, to download a bro-
chure from the College’ stravel agent.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat for
Healing After Abortion

There will be a Rachel®Vineyard week-
end retreat to help those suffering from an
abortion, for them to experience the heal-
ing love of Jesus Christ on July 28-30 at
Mepkin Abbey. Thisretreat is sponsored
by the Diocese of Charleston® Family
Life Office. It will combine discussions,
spiritual exercises, the sacrament of Rec-
onciliation, aMemoria serviceand a
Mass of Entrustment. Participationis
strictly confidential and offers an opportu-
nity to experience God®love, forgiveness
and compassion. For more information or
to register, please contact: Martha at
336.287.8421 or Kathy at 803.359-9324.

Readingsfor the Week of June 4"

Sun.x Acts 2:1-11; Galatians 5:16-25;

John 20:19-23
Mon.+ 2 Peter 1:2-7; Mark 12:1-12
Tues.+ 2 Peter 3:12-15, 17-18; Mark 12:13-17
Wed.x 2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12; Mark 12:18-27
Thu.£ 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Mark 12:28b-34
Fri.x 2 Timothy 3:10-17; Mark 12:35-37
Sat. + 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Mark 12:38-44

The dtar flowers this Sunday are
offered by Caroline Stoll, in loving
memory of Florence Protte.

“ Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sinsyou
forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins
you retain areretained.” (John 20;22b-23)

Stewardship May 27-28, 2006

Total Contributions $9,252.00
Ascension $285.00
Catholic Communication Campaign ~ $ 268.00
Confirmands $23.00
Our Tithe $898.40

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




