
 17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 JULY 30, 2006                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

Our Parish leadership is subject to constant change – and today, I need to share with you 
that Kevin Carpentier, who has headed up the Parish Pastoral Council for over three 
years, has now, sadly, asked to be relieved of his post. His will be a hard act to follow. 
With an ever-ready smile, Kevin has been a wonderful example of quiet consistent lead-
ership in the work of community building for the parish, as well as being a pillar of 
strength and support to me personally.  I am most grateful to him. And I am delighted 
that he will remain on the Council to assume an expanded role in the leadership of the 
vitally important Building Steering Committee for the development of our parish church 
and campus. 
 

Lisa Cottingham, a lady with a huge amount to do on all sorts of fronts, has graciously 
agreed to take on the job of leadership from Kevin this August.  Quite apart from her 
experience as a wife and mother of four, Lisa comes to her new post well versed in the 
workings of the parish which she loves. She has played a significant part in its develop-
ment almost from the start, first as leader of our Ecumenical ministry, and more recently 
as the point person for Catholic Education.  In the major Parish Survey of three years 
ago, she and her team achieved a real tour de force. Its findings, which it fell to Kevin 
and the Council to implement, have largely shaped our development since that time. 
What a monument to them both! 
 

With the announcement of the changes in leadership I have an opportunity to share some 
insights regarding the composition and purpose of the Pastoral council. 
 

What is the Parish Pastoral Council? What does it do? How does one get onto it? 
 

Every parish in this diocese needs a pastoral council.  The council is an administrative 
tool, there to advise the pastor. How the council is used depends almost entirely on the 
pastor and his leadership style, as does its composition. In some parishes the council is 
entirely elected, in others half are elected and half appointed, and yet others – ours in-
cluded – all are appointed.  I function best as a team person. My administration of the 
parish is definitely collegiate in style.  I could not do it in any other way. (As a matter of 
interest, the parish Council at Christ our King Church is also appointed.  Stella Maris 
Church does not have a Council as of now.) 
 

The members of our Council are in fact the leaders of key ministries in the parish, but are 
also broadly representative of the parish in terms of age and background.  The Council 
does not normally vote on issues, but works at achieving consensus in all matters under 
discussion, against a background of prayer. This involves much careful listening, and 
sometimes requires individuals to subject their own cherished convictions, in faith and 
love, to the collective wisdom of the group.  This discipline can only be exercised by 
caring, prayerful people. The council, having reached a consensus, will make its recom-
mendations to me. 
 

I am responsible to God, and in practical terms, to the Bishop for the management - both 
spiritual and temporal - of the parish, yet, following the precept of St Benedict’s Rule, I 
do nothing of major significance without the advice of my Council, and it is very rare 
indeed that I go against its advice. I could not wish to work with a more self giving, moti-
vated team – and I am deeply grateful to them all – and to Sue Friend, our loyal secre-
tary. I greatly look forward to the monthly council meetings.  I find them stimulating, 
encouraging, liberating, and most enlightening! 
 

I mention “a background of prayer” .  This is crucial.  Without the input of the Holy Spirit 
our work is vain!  Like all meetings in the parish, our meetings start with careful and 
prayerful reflection on the Gospel of the upcoming Sunday.  At the end of each meeting 
each participant is asked to state openly, but not judgmentally, how the meeting has gone 
for them – how they have experienced the Holy Spirit at work in our deliberations. Typi-
cally in a two hour meeting we will have spent at least fifteen minutes in prayerful reflec-
tion. A generous parishioner has undertaken, as her ministry at home, to spend the whole 
two hours of the meeting at prayer lifting up our deliberations before the Lord. Annually, 
the whole Council gets away for a full day of retreat with an outside facilitator. 
 

The Council deliberations are confidential.  Some ask “why do we not get to hear more 
about what the Council decides” .  Two points: although the Council advises me, the deci-
sions are ultimately my responsibility alone; and you do actually get to hear about nearly 
everything that is decided; only it does not always carry the Council label.  The discus-
sions do not always lead to a decision. More often than not, they are about working out 
our pastoral stance towards any number of issues which are of themselves not newswor-
thy, while their application by one or other ministry leader may be. And so you will read 
all about them in “Ministry Matters”  or in “A Message from Father Paul” . 
 

And so, going back to where we started: to Kevin our grateful thanks; to Lisa our warm 
good wishes, and to both of them our fervent prayer for the journey ahead. 
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Administrator 
Fr. Paul Brenninkmeijer—216-0039 
stbenedictparish@aol.com  
 
Pastoral Council Chairperson 
& Catholic Education 
Lisa Cottingham—881-3592 
Cottfam2@aol.com 
 
Pastoral Associate & Spiritual 
Formation and Prayer 
Andrew Burrichter—216-0039 
burrichtera@bellsouth.net 
 
Liturgy 
Wynn Harding—881-1115 
wynnharding@bellsouth.net 
 
Community Building 
Wendy Albano—216-1710 
albanowl@bellsouth.net 
 
Ecumenism 
Mark Dickson—881-8398 
mark.dickson@ropersaintfrancis.com  
 
Outreach 
Joe Mueller—884-0174 
mueller_j@bellsouth.net  
 
Youth 
David Hunton—856-0165 
dhunton@lecreuset.com  
 
Stewardship 
Jeff Carper—849-1326 
jkcarper@hgbd.com  
 
Finance 
Georgia French—442-8062  
gifrench@scottstringfellow.com  
 
Operations Manager 
George O’Brien—971-1818 
gobriensc@bellsouth.net 
 
Communications 
Sandra Krezmien-Funk—971-1846 
sandyfunk@bellsouth.net  
 
Building Steering Committee 
Kevin Carpentier— 856-0307 
dkcarpentier@bellsouth.net 
carpentier@ATIcorp.org 
 
Pastoral Council Secretary 
Susan Friend—216-0039 
stbenedictparish@aol.com 



FIRE Retreat/Commitment Sunday   
August 12th - FIRE Retreat 
(It is VERY important that everyone at-
tends. We will be presenting the NEW 
program. ) 
 

August 27thÐ  Commitment Sunday 
(Note that the date for FIRE Commitment 
Sunday has been corrected from August 
20th which was published in previous 
weeks.)  
 
FIRE Groups Forming 
If you are interested in changing groups 
please call Kathy Eovino at 971-6074. We 
will also be forming an evening group for 
those who are interested. Changing 
groups is a good way to help others and 
meet fellow parishioners. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Monthly Collection 

Next Saturday and Sun-
day, the 1st weekend of 
August, we will have our 
monthly SVDP special 
collection after each 
Mass. 

 

The mission of the St. Benedict St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society Conference is to pro-
vide emergency assistance to the needy in 
the East Cooper area. 
 

Please be generous! 
 
Parish School News 
COK-Stella Maris School welcomes new 
Principal, Mrs. Jean Moschella! 
 

Mrs. Moschella is an experienced educa-
tor from Boston who has worked both as 
teacher and principal. She led Elementary 
and Middle Schools in the Boston, Massa-
chusetts and Fairfield, Connecticut areas, 
and was involved in establishing a school 
in Estonia. We are happy to welcome her 
to Mount Pleasant and will be setting up 
opportunities for you to welcome her, too! 
 

COK-SM School Office Notices: 
 

¨  Main Office Summer Hours: 
Wednesdays 8:30 – Noon  

 (Tuition packets, supplies list, school 
 year calendar and other information 
 are available for pick-up.) 
 

¨  Used Book &  Uniform Sale Day:                
Tuesday, August 8,  9-11am; 6-7pm  

 

¨  There are a few 4-yr-old Kindergar-
ten places available in the afternoon 
class. Please call Nancy Tezza at 
884-4721 ext. 400 for more details. 

 

¨  General registration for the next 
school year will begin on September 
1st. Children registering for 4K must 
be 4 by September 1, 2007. 

Readings for  the Week of July 30th 
 

Sun.± Reading I: 2 Kings 4:42-44, 
  Ephesians 4:1-6, Gospel: John 6:1-15 
Mon.±Jeremiah 13:1-11, Matthew 13:31-35   
Tues.- Jeremiah 14:17-22, Matthew 13:36-43 
Wed.± Jeremiah 15:10,16-21, Matthew 13:44-46 
Thu.± Jeremiah 18:1-6, Matthew 13:47-53  
Fri.± Jeremiah 26:1-9, Matthew 13:54-58  
Sat.± Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24, Matthew 14:1-12 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Week of Jul. 31 – Aug. 6, 2006 
 

Mon. 9:00 a.m.      Charleston National- 
Harleston Green 

 Fr. Paul  
 4057 Harleston Green          216-0039 
 

Tues. 6:30 p.m. Dunes West-Ellington Woods 
 (Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.) 
 Barbara Miracky 
 1725 Wyngate Circle  856-7282                                                  
 

Wed. 9:00 a.m  Planter' s Pointe±Smokerise                                                               
 Grey & Melissa Allred 
 2904 Leatherleaf Court 216-8558                                                                 

Thurs. 9:00 a.m.  Park West-Churchill Park                                                       
         Traci Peters                                                
         1196 Willoughby Lane        881-2224                                                       
 

Fri. 9:00 a.m. at Fr. Paul' s (see Mon.)   

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran                                                                                                                                                  
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.          Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)  
 Children' s Liturgy (ages 4-6) 
 

Ministry Schedule 
 

Schedule - August 5 - Saturday Vigil 
 

Scr ipture Readings—See Sunday L iturgy 
Reading I                                  Dolores Vogel                                       
Reading II                    Jean Sullivan                         
 

Ushers  Susan & Randy Cooper 
 

Cross Bearer   Kevin Carpentier 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread: Sandy Funk 
Cup: Dori Bolling, Robert Little 
 

Schedule - August 6 – Sunday L iturgy 
 

Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14   Deb McGee 
Reading II: 2 Peter 1:16-19           Joe Mueller                                                                                                                                                                                     
Gospel: Mark 9:2-10 
Prayers of the Faithful            Sue Christopher                                                                                 
 

Front Door Greeters  Tokarz Family         
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration  Leo Albano    
 

Ushers  Hampton Lee, Dom Del Grosso, 
Leo Kosinski, Hedy Hodge, Mindy Carroll 
 

Altar  Servers  
Courtney Hensch, Melissa Hensch 
 

Cross Bearer   Joe Mueller 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Lori Gerding, Sonja Long 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread: Chris Conway, Judy Gilman, 
Norm Napier, Jackie Napier 
Cup: Gerald Blanchard, Carol Blanchard, 
Fred Gamble, Joe Harkins, Peggy Harkins, 
Hampton Lee 
 

Nursery    
Juice: Amanda & Mike McAdams 
Snack: Allison Kennedy 
Check-in: Janeen Zaio 
 

Hospitality  
Amy McClure, Rachel McNamara, 
Maria McTighe, Dot McTighe, Christine 
Miller, Karen Miller, Jane O' Brien, 
Helen O' Leary, Linda Patten 
 

Collection Counters 
David Funk, Caroline Stoll 

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictpar ish.org. 

The altar flowers this Sunday 
are offered by the Medio family, 

in loving memory of 
George E. Hoffman III. 

 
The altar flowers last Sunday are offered by the 
Carroll family, in loving memory of Ed Kyle.  

July 23 Bulletin Issue 
We regret that due to a failure 
in communication, you did not 
receive a copy of the Sunday 
bulletin last week and missed 

out on the weekly ªassignmentsº on how to 
specifically serve the Lord in our parish. 
Fr. Paul has kindly promised to re-work his 
message to be published in a couple of weeks. 
Please accept our utmost apology and thank 
you for your patience and understanding. 
 

NFP Method Classes  
You are invited to attend a series of classes on 
Natural Family Planning taught by The 
Couple to Couple League. Join us for a four-
part series of classes beginning Friday, August 
4th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Adorno Center of Im-
maculate Conception Church in Goose Creek.  
For more information and to register, call 
Kevin and Jennifer Welsh at 843-569-3612. 
 

If there is sufficient interest in this class, we 
will arrange to have one in our parish. If you 
are interested but can' t make the above time 
and location, please call the Welsh' s so the 
interest from our parish can be tracked. 

 
 

 
“ No matter how little we have, 

it can always be halved.”  

Stewardship July 22 - 23, 2006 

Total Contribution    $ 7,901.85 

Our Tithe $ 779.69 

Infirmed Priests       $ 105.00 

Stewardship July 15 - 16, 2006 

Total Contribution    $ 9,029.54 

Our Tithe $ 838.15 

Infirmed Priests       $ 611.00 

Peter' s Pence         $ 37.00 


