16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JULY 23, 2006
A Message from Father Paul
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When your heart beats, it draws blood into it, and then sendsiit to the lungs to take on
oxygen. Then the blood is pulled back into the heart and finally sent back through your
body to keep you alive. How isthat for a piece of scientific knowledge from someone
who managed to sail through his entire school and university career having bypassed the
scientific disciplines altogether! | have been suffering from that ever since, but | do know
that(;f the heart only took blood in and did not send it back out, it would not do you much
good.

Theliturgy is something like a heart. It draws us in when we have been depleted of spiri-
tual energy. It links usto Christ, who revives our spirits and gives us strength. Then it
sends us back out into the world.

This*“sending forth” is the final section of our Eucharist. We call it the “dismissal”, but
that isaword that can easily be misunderstood. We might think of dismissal time at
school, the time when we are finally free to do what we want. Or we might think of sol-
diers dismissed from formation on the parade ground. Dismissal can sound simply like
the end of some gathering.

The dismissal from the Eucharist is more than that. The formula of dismissal in Latinis
“Ite, missaest”. That isavery difficult phraseto trandate. Our current trandation is
“Go, the Massis ended”, but that isa bit weak. Trandated literally, the Latin means
“Go, itisthe sending”. A little more elegant trandation would be “Go, you are sent.”
The very word we commonly use for our Sunday worship, the “Mass’, comes from this
dismissal. The Massisfor mission: it strengthens us to send us out again!

When we are dismissed from the liturgy, we are sent forth —we are commissioned - to
carry on the work of Christ intheworld. We respond “Thanks be to God!” That almost
sounds as though we are just grateful it’s all over! What it really meansis that we are
grateful to God for entrusting this sacred mission to us and for strengthening us through
the Eucharist to be ableto carry it out.

Before the actual dismissal, we hear announcements for the week. The reason they come
at this point in the liturgy is that they should be telling us ways that we can carry on our
mission during the week. Here we receive the information that we need for our
“assignments’ for the Lord, to augment the written detail that we find weekly in the bul-
letin and on the parish website. Then we pray for God' s blessing before we are formally
sent out on mission.

Of course, in our parish, asin most parishes, we conclude with afinal song —as did the
apostles at the end of the Last Supper! Such songs are actually prayers of thanksgiving.
They are not some sort of musical “wallpaper” to cover the time it takes for the priest to
move from his seat to the exit. All the hymnsthat we sing fit the overall theme of the
day’sliturgy. They are prayers and should be treated as such. That iswhy wetry to sing
al the verses, or at least enough of them to make sense of the prayer we are offering.
That is why we encourage even those who have been convinced that they cannot sing, to
at least open the book and pray the words as we sing them. Gone are the days when we
used to have hymns as some sort of musical interlude to cover some liturgical hiatus, or
because someone happens to like the tune. We would never dream of saying two thirds of
the Our Father and then turn to something el se because we had had enough of it. The
prayer is so structured that it only makes senseif we useit initsentirety. The sameis
true of our liturgical hymns and songs.

The purpose of the final song means that the liturgy is not over until that song is finished.
It is nothing short of rudeness and disrespect, when in some parishes — not ours of course
- many people make for the door early. Some leave when the final song begins, or even
during the Communion. One cannot help but wonder what can be so terribly pressing for
these people to short-circuit the Lord, and to short-circuit their fellow worshipers by their
early departure from what we are committed to do together! | sincerely hope that this
discourteous habit of leaving before the “meal” is over never takes root in this commu-
nity.

And even when the final song is complete, we do not have to make a mad rush for the
parking lot. If we care about our brothers and sisters with whom we have just wor-
shipped, some time in conversation and fellowship over coffee after Mass is certainly
appropriate. It is agolden opportunity for us to see the face of Christ in the strangersin
our midst, and to make them feel really welcomein our community. Clearly some of us
may have pressing obligations that require usto leave quickly, but most of us could lin-
ger abit with one another to share our joy in the Lord whom we have just received. This
is amarvelous beginning to our mission to bring Christ to all those whom we will be
meeting during the coming week and to find Christ in them.

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one's gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate thisto the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip

from the cup.
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When you welcome a new baby into
your home, we also would like to
welcome your newest family member
to our St. Benedict community.

We will arrange to come and take a
photo of your baby to be displayed at
Church and to publish a notice of our
newest arrival in this bulletin.

Please notify Jane & George O'Brien
by calling 971-1818.

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883



Week of July 24 —July 30, 2006

Mon. - Fri. NO MASS

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Traveling thissummer?

Look up Mass schedules worldwide on
the St. Benedict website at:
www.stbenedictparish.org, and look
under the @Catholic Resources® Menu.

Ministry Schedule
Schedule - July 29 - Saturday Vigil

Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Caroline Stoll
Reading |1 Brian Cuddy

Ushers Dennis D' Annunzio, Pat McKay

CrossBearer Wynn Harding

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Corinne Bartolec
Cup: GeorgiaHazelton, Hampton Lee

Schedule - July 30 — Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings

Reading |: 2 Kings 4:42-44 Chrissy DiNicola
Reading |1: Ephesians 4:1-6 Wendy Albano
Gospel: John 6:1-15

Prayers of the Faithful Nick Christopher

Front Door Greeters The Long Family
Guest/Visitor Registration Caroline Stoll

Ushers Terry Gray, Mindy Carroll,
Paul Kowalchick, Paulette Joyce,
Richard Garcia

Altar Servers
Andrew Russell, Matt Russell

Cross Bearer Georgia French

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Stephanie Kelleher, Margaret Riggs

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Caroline Stoll, Jim Stott,

Michael McAdams, Maryann Russell

Cup: Terry Gray, Kevin Carpentier,
Mindy Carroll, Jo Dunne, Barbara Gamble,
Mary Helen Gammon

Nursery
Juice: Alisa & Pat Tykal

Snack: David Funk
Check-in: Dawn Heavey

Hospitality
Rob & TrinaHouse, Peggy Klimecki,

Sandy Funk, Rebecca Lee, Mercedes Livreri,
Sonja Long, Karen Mayer, Amy McCarthy

Collection Counters
Rosalie Guerin, Jim Sullivan

July 23-29 is NFP Awar eness Week

Parish Picnic Volunteers

The Church teaches that the sacrament of
marriage symbolizes a relationship of
generous, self-sacrificing passion-filled
and fruitful love! When couples live their
vocation according to Church teachings,
especialy with regard to the transmission
of life, many benefits can be reaped.
Natural Family Planning is one way that
couples can live this vocation within their
marriage.

Modern Natural Family Planning
methods are scientific, reliable, and easy
to learn. They are not the Rhythm
method. For more information, contact
one of our local instructors:

Creighton Model of NFP:

Karen Provost + 745-0740

CCL Method:

Joseph and Michelle Shahid + 881-2451
Kevin and Jennifer Welsh + 569-3612

NEP Method Classes

You are invited to attend a series of
classes on Natural Family Planning
taught by The Couple to Couple League.
Join us for afour-part series of classes
beginning Friday, August 4™, at 7:00 p.m.
in the Adorno Center of Immaculate Con-
ception Church in Goose Creek. For more
information and to register, call Kevin
and Jennifer Welsh at 843-569-3612.

If thereis sufficient interest in this class,
we will arrange to have one in our parish.

Parish School News
COK-Stella Maris School welcomes new
Principal, Mrs. Jean Moschella!

Mrs. Moschellais an experienced educa
tor from Boston who has worked both as
teacher and principal. She led Elementary
and Middle Schoolsin the Boston, Massa-
chusetts and Fairfield, Connecticut areas,
and was involved in establishing a school
in Estonia. We are happy to welcome her
to Mount Pleasant and will be setting up
opportunities for you to welcome her, too!

Office Notices:

Main Office Summer Hours:
Wednesdays 8:30 — Noon

Tuition packets available for pick-up
from the school

Used Book & Uniform Sale Day:
Tuesday, August 8, 9-11am; 6-7pm
There are two 4-yr-old Kindergarten
places available in the afternoon
class. Potential students must be 4 by
September 1,2006. Registration will
begin on September 1 for studentsin
grades 5K - 7 who wish to enroll for
the 2006-2007 school year. Call
Nancy Tezza at 884-4721 ext. 400 for
details or visit www.coksm,org.

On July 30", immediately after Sunday Mass,
there will be a planning meeting for the an-
nual St. Benedict parish picnic. Would you
like to help brainstorm exciting ideas and pre-
pare for afun picnic? Please attend this meet-
ing. Question? Please contact Wendy Albano
at 216-1710 or albanowl @bellsouth.net.

FIRE Retreat/Commitment Sunday
August 12" - FIRE Retreat (Itis VERY im-
portant that everyone attends. We will be pre-
senting the NEW program. )

August 27th—FIRE Commitment Sunday
(Note that the date for FIRE Commitment
Sunday has been corrected from August 20"
which was published in previous weeks.)

FIRE Groups Forming

If you areinterested in changing groups please
call Kathy Eovino at 971-6074. We will also
be forming an evening group for those who
are interested. Changing groups is a good way
to help others and meet fellow parishioners.

St. Benedict Men’s Group

The Men's Group will meet on Saturday, July
29™ in the Conference room of East Cooper
Community Outreach (ECCO) from 9:00 am.
t0 10:00 am. at 1145 Six Mile Rd., Hwy 17 in
Mount Pleasant. Thisis agreat opportunity to
join other men in the parish to grow in faith.
All are welcome! Materials will be provided.
Questions? Call Drew Burrichter at 216-0039.

Readings for the Week of July 23
Sun.x Jeremiah 23:1-6; Ephesians 2:13-18;
Mark 6:30-34
Mon.= Micah 6:1-4, 6-8; Matthew 12:38-42
Tues.+ 2 Corinthians 4:7-15;
Matthew 20:20-28
Wed.+ Jeremiah 1:1, 4-10; Matthew 13:1-9
Thu.+ Jeremiah 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13;
Matthew 13:10-17
Fri.+ Jeremiah 3:14-17; Jeremiah 31:10-13
Matthew 13:18-23
Sat. + Jeremiah 7:1-11; Matthew 13-24-30

The dtar flowers this Sunday are
offered by the Carroll family, in
loving memory of Ed Kyle.

“ The steward must frequently report
and consult with his Lord.”

Stewardship July 15 - 16, 2006

Total Contribution $9,029.54
Infirmed Priests $611.00
Peter' s Pence $37.00
Our Tithe $838.15

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




