15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

b
JULY 16, 2006
er’ A Message from Father Paul

Liturgy isfaith made visible. When we celebrate the liturgy, especially the Eucha-
rist, we express what we believe in word and song and action. Sometimes when the
liturgy is reformed, it requires us to relearn what the Church really teaches about its
meaning.

This may be especialy true of our understanding of Holy Communion. For many
generations, as an accident of history, and due to the fact that most of the liturgy was
in Latin, it was celebrated largely without the peoples’ involvement. Thisled usto
develop habits and ways of thinking about the liturgy that were highly individualis-
tic. Welearned to think of Communion as avery private moment between each of us
individually and Jesus.

The problem with that way of thinking isthat it overlooks the central meaning and
purpose of the Eucharist. Jesus gave us the Eucharist to make us one body in him.
So Communion isNEVER A PRIVATE MOMENT BETWEEN THE INDIVID-
UAL AND THE LORD. Itisavery personal moment, but it is also communal, for it
involves all those around us who share in the one body and blood.

There are two primary ways in which we express our unity in Christ at the moment
of Communion. Thefirst isthat we join in the Communion procession. Following
the ancient Hebrew tradition laid down in the Old Testament for us all, we recelve
the “Lamb of God” standing and prepared for ajourney in faith. Thuswe cometo
the altar in procession as one pilgrim people on the move together. The procession is
acommunal action, a group movement. It is much more than just a number of indi-
viduals going to the table. We go as one people — as one body of Christ. Respect for
each member of the assembly in the procession calls us al to be engaged in the proc-
ess — perhaps even remaining standing - until all have received.

The second way we express our unity at Communion, as we do throughout Mass, is
with singing. The Communion song should begin immediately after the priest has
received the Eucharist and goes on until the last person has received. The singing
accompanies the procession in which we are all involved. All of us should be singing
throughout, except when we are actually receiving the body and blood. Clearly the
choice of hymnsis crucia for thisto be possible — and we are working on this, but
we can al at least join in the refrain of whatever song is chosen for us, so that in
voice aswell asin action we may be one body — on the move.

When we come to the minister of Communion we bow, head and shoulders, in rever-
ence for what we are about to receive. We make eye contact with the minister and
respond “Amen” loudly and clearly to hig’her invitation to receive both the body and
the blood. At thistime you are not talking to yourself, or to God: you are responding
to the minister! He/she needs to hear your response. We all need to hear your re-
sponse! Your “Amen” isnot just a“throw-away lineg”, or arather meaningless pe-
riod at the end of the minister’s sentence. It is your affirmation of your belief in what
you are about to receive, and in all that the gift signifies —that we are one in Christ
Jesus, in our belief and our actions, and that we undertake to be the embodiment of
that Christ for each other. We need to hear each other make that affirmation loudly
and with conviction, so that our faith may be built up by your expression of your
commitment in faith.

Therite of Communion is not a private affair between you and Jesus! We are all
involved alongside you. Please allow us to be involved with you, and for you. It
should be obvious to anyone who watches us that, as we go to Communion, we rev-
erence Christ in one another as well asin the bread and wine. Liturgy makes our faith
visible!

Why do we not extend the privilege of Communion to those who do not formally
profess the Catholic faith in words and actions? In communion we celebrate our
unity inthe Lord asit is expressed in our membership of the Catholic Church. Com-
munion for Cathalics, as opposed to other Christian Churches, is asign of unity
achieved, not ameans of achieving it. It isa misguided attempt at kindness to pretend
that others, who are not Catholic, actually believe what we do. For no doubt excel-
lent reasons, they do not. We need to honor their conscientiously held differences of
belief, no matter how painful that may be for us and for them. Let us find our unity in
the shared hope that one day, in the Lord’ s good time and by his grace, we will come
to aunity of belief and understanding that will enable us all to be gathered around the
one table sharing one meal — the meal of unity achieved.

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one's gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate thisto the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

A book of remembrance is located by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the
dead, and your special intentions.
These are remembered in prayer and
carried to the altar with the offerings
on Sunday.

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883



Week of July 17 — July 23, 2006

Mon. 9:00 am. Charleston National-
Harleston Green
Fr. Paul
4057 Harleston Green 216-0039
Tues. 6:30 p.m. McClellanville
(Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.)
Judy Gilman
312 Lofton Court (843) 887-3944

Wed. 9:00 am. Dunes West+ Osprey Cove
John & Lynn Tortorici
2069 sShell Ring Circle 881-5816
(Please call for a gate pass.)
Thurs. 9:00 am. Brickyard+
Danidl' s Point
John & Paulette Joyce
1408 Pointe Bluff Court  856-8414
Fri. 9:00 am. at Fr. Paul's (see Mon.)

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - July 22 - Saturday Vigil

Scripture Readings—See Sunday L iturqy
Reading | Jim Flatley
Reading |1 Fred Koch

Ushers Susan Porinchak, Peter Carek,
Patty Carek

CrossBearer Sandy Funk

Eucharistic Ministers Bread: Dori Bolling
Cup: MarileeLittle, Robert Little

Schedule - July 23 —Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Jeremiah 23:1-6 Mark Foster
Reading |1: Ephesians 2:13-18

Dolores Vogel
Gospel: Mark 6:30-34
Prayers of the Faithful Trent Bolling
Front Door Greeters The Patten Family
Guest/Visitor Registration  Kathy Eovino

Ushers Mike Podiak, Bob Brimmer,
Jeff Peterson, Mark French, Pat McKay
Altar Servers (Please contact Patrick
McDavid at 881-2927)

CrossBearer LisaCottingham

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Traci Peters, Peter Bleyer

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Gerad Blanchard, Carol Blanchard,
Caroline Stoll, Jim Stott

Cup: Mindy Carroll, Jo Dunne,

Midge Moran, Jane O'Brien, Judy Gilman,
Maryann Russell

Nursery Juice: Jennifer & David Sumoski
Snack: Lori Gerding

Check-in: Ruthann Schwinn

Hospitality (Please contact Lucia Rutherford
at 881-8391.

Collection Counters
Mike Catanzarite, Cecilia Ward

Parish Picnic Volunteers

On July 30th, immediately after Sunday
Mass, there will be a planning meeting for
the annual St. Benedict parish picnic.
Would you like to help

brainstorm exciting

ideas and prepare for a

fun picnic? Please

attend this meeting.

Question? Please contact Wendy Albano
at 216-1710 or albanowl @bellsouth.net.

Parish School Summer News

The School is pleased to announce
that there are openings for the up-
coming (2006-2007) Afternoon
Class of four-year-old Kindergartners
(4K). Pleasecall Nancy Tezza at
884-4721 ext. 400.

General registration for the next
school year (2007-2008) for all
grades will begin September 1, 2006.
Children registering for 4K (pre-
Kindergarten) must be 4 by Septem-
ber 1, 2007.

Main Office Summer Hours:
Wednesdays 8:30 — Noon (Pick up
tuition packets = They' re 2generic®
this year, so if you need to pick one
up for arelative or neighbor, you
may do so.)

Used Book Sale Day:

Tuesday, August 8, 9-11am; 6-7pm
Thisisaso abig day for used
(gently, of course) uniforms.

For more information visit the School
website: www.coksm.org.

Books-by-Mail for Homebound
Charleston County Public Library is of-
fering a new pilot service targeting home-
bound, the elderly, disabled or those re-
covering from surgery or illness through a
free Books-by-Mail program funded by a
grant from the State Library. Please con-
tact the Charleston County Public Library
at 805-6878 or booksbymail @ccpl.org.

SC Catholic Radio

Catholic Radio 810 AM can be heard in
the lowcountry when traveling by car
from Charleston to Columbia and south
towards Beaufort and Hilton Head. It can
also be heard when traveling north toward
Kingstree and Sumter. Tunein and listen
to the new programs. On weekdays,
Morning Prayers & Rosary at 7:00 am.,
Daily Mass at 8:00 a.m., Catholic Con-
nection with Teresa Tomeo at 9:00 am.
For week-end programming and more

details, visit: www.Catholicradiosc.com.

FIRE Retreat

Please mark your calendars for August 12"
for the FIRE Retreat. It is VERY important
that everyone attends. We will be presenting
the NEW program. Please plan your vacations
accordingly. Also, Commitment Sunday will
be August 20"

FIRE Groups Forming

If you areinterested in changing groups please
call Kathy Eovino at 971-6074. We will also
be forming an evening group for those who
are interested. Changing groups is a good way
to help others and meet fellow parishioners.

Baptismal Stoles

If you areinterested in sewing the baptismal
stoles, please call Denise Carpentier at 856-
0307. These stoles are simple to make - even
beginning seamstresses should apply!

Birthright Needs Volunteers
Birthright of Charleston is an interdenomina-
tional pregnancy service offering alternatives
to abortion. Birthright welcomes your admin-
istrative support, friendship counseling to cli-
ents, fundraising and publicity. Join other pa-
rishioners who already volunteer. Please call
Fred Koch at 556-4403.

Readings for the Week of July 16"
Sun.x= Amos 7:12-15; Ephesians 1:3-14;
Mark 6:7-13
Mon.t Isaiah 1:10-17; Matthew 10:34-11:1
Tues.t Isaiah 7:1-9; Matthew 11:20-24
Wed.+ |saiah 10:5-7, 13-16;
Matthew 11:25-27
Thu.x Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19;
Matthew 11:28-30
Fri.+ Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8;
Matthew 12:1-8
Sat. + Micah 2:1-5; John 20:1-2, 11-18

The atar flowers this Sunday
are offered by the O'Brien
family, in honor of Jim &
Suzanne Tortorici.

“ Did your household welcome, listen and
embrace His call today?”

Stewardship July 1 - 2, 2006

Tota Contribution $ 8,888.50
Peter's Pence $283.00
Infirmed Priests $10.00
Our Tithe $859.55

Stewardship July 8 - 9, 2006

Total Contribution $7,820.48
Peter' s Pence $85.00
Our Tithe $773.54

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




