FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

%% JANUARY 29, 2006
A Message from Father Paul

Two weeks ago, Bishop Baker called together all the clergy of the Charleston Diocese for a
two day conference to study with him the facts and the implications of the migration of La-
tino and specifically Hispanic people into the United States of America, our State of South
Carolina, and into our Diocese. The aim was to discern the way forward for our Catholic
community to welcome these people in a grace-filled way and to make them feel safe and at
home here.

In our world we are seeing a dramatic change in the migration of people within their coun-
tries, from country to country, from continent to continent. In 1950 there were an estimated
million people on the move world wide. By the year 2000 that number had increased to 200
million! And the trend is still spiraling upwards!

In the United States of Americathistrang ates to the presence of some 45 million Hispanic
people in our midst. Of these, at least 300,000 live in South Carolina.

Of the 45 million currently in the United States, 95% were Catholic when they arrived, but
that number is reduced to 75% by those, predominantly female Hispanics, who convert to
various Protestant denominations. How come? It seems that many find our Catholic commu-
nity ill prepared for this huge influx and therefore appearing to be unwelcoming. Asisso
often the case, the men folk are less prone than the ladies to turn to the Church, of whatever
denomination, in their time of need. Often these ladies who convert do so because they have
been taken up and helped in al manner of material and social needs and then feel obligated to
stick to the hand that feeds them.

L atino/Hispanic people are Catholic by culture — not by religion. They are faithful to the
Church, even if they are not giving financially to the Church. Their faith is not “apologetic” —
they are not equipped to defend their beliefsin amulticultural society. The Church isaway

of lifetothem. Itisnot aninstitution. Registrationin aparishisentirely foreign to them, as
it is most everywhere outside the United States. Their faith is more a devotional faith than a
Liturgical one, as we have our faith structured, with its seasons and feast days in consecutive
order.

And the presence of the priest in the community is, for most Hispanics, far less common than
in the first world. Monsignor Gorski, a priest of our Diocese who has just returned form nine-
teen years of missionary work in Peru, tells us that he was pastor of twenty seven parishes at
once- with twenty seven parish councils to cope with!

In the absence of the liturgical structure and an ever-present priest to support it, the lived faith
of the Hispanicsis essentially one that does not rely on the institution, but on a deep prayerful
devotion and desire to share their vulnerability, their poverty and their concerns with a com-
passionate God. Thusthereisarea devotion to Christ, scourged at the pillar, and to the cru-
cifixion. Thereisarea understanding of the Church as afamily of Faith — never as an insti-
tution. The mother isthe center of the family, the focus of unity. Therefore the Blessed
Mother — the mother who always understands her children! - isall important.

Thisisindeed avery different approach to faith from that prevalent in the affluent first world.
We have much to learn from it, even as we also have much to give, both in regard to our un-
derstanding and insights.

We have a huge challenge facing us. In our Diocese there are 140,000 registered Catholic
families, most of them white and relatively affluent. But we have more than twice that num-
ber of unregistered Latino/Hispanic brothers and sisters, longing to be welcomed into our
community — our church as a safe haven on their journey. The “melting pot theory” is not a
Christian doctrine to absorb all and lose all. Assimilation into the American cultureis not the
primary Christian aim. We as Catholics are called to be open to integrate these people and
their culture and to learn to celebrateit, and all the faith values enshrined in it. We are not to
absorb them or change them or make them disappear. The word “Catholic” means
“universal”, and as Catholics we welcome others, honor them, and provide a safe place for
them to contribute all they have to offer as the people that they are. While from this safe place
among us, they learn to appreciate our American language and culture with all itsvalues, it is
for usto be enthusiastic learners also - to receive from them as well asto give!

We often hear it asked: Why do these people not go home? Why is this our problem?

We all need to remember that, one way or other, all of us are here because our forefathers
were pilgrims, refugees from other lands in search of freedom from persecution, and a chance
to make alife for themselves and their families in peace and tranquility. Thus we had Irish,
Polish, Italian and German “invasions’, each with their own gifts and their input into the
making of our society. We are now called to welcome the stranger in a Christ-like manner as
our forefathers were once welcomed as strangers oursel ves.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., a All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate thisto the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

St. Vincent
de Paul
Collection

Next Saturday and Sunday, the 1st
weekend of February, we will have
our monthly SVDP special collection
after each Mass.

The mission of the St. Benedict St.
Vincent de Paul Society Conference
isto provide emergency assistance to
the needy in the East Cooper area.

Please be generous!

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of Jan. 30— Feb. 5, 2006

Mon.-Fri. NO MASS
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children’'s Liturgy (ages-4-6)

All areinvited to come and celebrate in

the daily Masses. See the website for

maps, any changes in the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Scripture Study

Wewill NOT meet this week.
Next meeting is Tuesday, February 7"

Readings for the Week of Jan. 29

Sun.+ Deuteronomy 18:15-20;
1 Corinthians 7:32-35; Mark 1:21-28

Mon.+ 2 Samuel 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13;
Mark 5:1-20

Tues.+ 2 Samuel 18:9-10, 14b, 24-253, 30-19:3;
Mark 5:21-43

Wed. + 2 Samuel 24:2, 9-17; Mark 6:1-6

Thu.+ Maachi 3:1-4; Hebrews 2:14-18;
Luke 2:22-40

Fri.+ Sirach 47:2-11; Mark 6:14-29

Sat. + 1 Kings 3:4-13; Mark 6:30-34

The altar flowers this
Sunday are offered by
the Brown family, in
loving memory of Brandi
Romero.

Parish L ook Ahead...

February 12: Grocery Bag Sunday
February 26: Time & Talent Celebration
March 5: Commitment/Recommitment

Celebrate Catholic

Schools Week

In honor of Catholic

Schools Week, we at St.

Benedict Catholic Church

have invited the principals

of our local Catholic

Schools to attend Mass with us on Sun-
day, February 5th. Those attending will
be from Christ Our King-Stella Maris
School, Bishop England High School and
St. John®School. Please take this oppor-
tunity to learn more about the excellent
Catholic education offered at our area
schools. Also, please don®be shy about
showing our local Catholic Educators our
warm St. Benedict hospitality! For more
information, please call Lisa Cottingham
at 881-3592.

The Charleston Catholic School also joins
in this celebration by taking this opportu-
nity to thank the parents, the dedicated
staff, Bishop Baker, al the Pastors, Ad-
ministrators and parishioners who support
the school. Please join them on January
31% from 6:00 p.m. % 7:30 p.m. for

their annual Open House. Registration for
4K -8" grades through Feb. 10™. For more
information, please contact 577-4494 or
admissions@charlestoncatholic.com.

Divine Redeemer Catholic School
The Divine Redeemer Catholic School in
Hanahan, invites you to an Open House
on Friday, February 3rd, from 9:00 am.
until 3:00 p.m. Thisis for families who
areinterested in our K4 or K5 program
for the 2006-2007 school year. Please call
the school office at 553-1521.

Ecumenical Prayer Service

The Eleventh Annua LARCUM
(Lutheran, Anglican, Roman

Catholic, United Methodist),

Prayer Service, istoday at

4.00 p.m. at St. Barnabas

Lutheran Church, 45 Moultrie (corner of
Moultrie St. and Rutledge Ave. near the

Grocery Bag Sunday

Grocery bags will be distributed next
Sunday, February 5", for

you to fill up and return

on February 12"

Please be generous!

MOM S Retr eat

For all MOMS groups and mothers of all
ages, MOM S Retreat June 10-11, Camp
St. Christopher, Seabrook Island, SC.
Anyone interested please contact Cathy
Gough at 849-6867 or Sharon Willi at
Christ Our King Church, 971-8083 or
swilli@christourking.org by January 31%,

Citadel). Thisisopen to all and we en-
courage St. Benedict parishionersto join
in this prayer service. A reception will
follow immediately after the service. For
more information, please contact Melissa
Walker 803 345-7407.

World Marriage Day

Wedding Anniversary Celebration
Thisyear, World Marriage Day fallson
February 12". On this day, the Diocese of
Charleston will sponsor its Sixth Annual
Wedding Anniversary celebration. The
parish of St. Francis by the Seain Hilton
Head will host the Holy Mass at 3:00 p.m
followed by areception. An application
form isavailable on the St. Benedict web-
ste. Deadline is February 1%,

Schedule - Feb. 4 —Saturday Vigil M ass

Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Suzanne Catanzarite
Reading |1 Jean Sullivan

Host Family Bob Little, Marilee Little
Ushers Mark French, Susan Porinchak
CrossBearer Joe Mueller

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Pauline Sullivan
Cup: Bert Carlin, Georgia Hazelton

Schedule - Feb. 5 - Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings

Reading I: Wendy Albano
Reading II: Araba Appiagyei-Dankah
Gospel:

Prayers of the Faithful Fred Koch

Host Family The Brimmer Family
Guest/Visitor Registration Caroline Stoll

Ushers Dennis D’ Annunzio, Joe Harkins,
Pat McKay, Michael Hauser, Leo Kosinski

Altar Servers
Sam Carpentier, Joe McMullen

CrossBearer Georgia French

Children’s Liturgy of theWord
Gina Scott, Mitchell Scott

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Thomas Allen, Carol Blanchard,
Chris Conway, Barbara Gamble

Cup: Gerald Blanchard, Kevin Carpentier,
Mindy Carroll, Mary Helen Gammon,
Judy Gilman, Terry Gray

Nursery

Juice: Lisa& Jeremy Ringwald

Snack: Tina& Mike Okpych

Check-in: Amanda & Mike McAdams

Hospitality CeceliaWard, Fran Wrobleski,

Kelly van Vliet, Andy & Charlene Welkley,

Wendy Albano, Mellissa Allred,

Agnes Appiagyei-Dankah, Kristen Bish

Coallection Counters

Mike Catanzarite, Dawn Heavey

Youth Ministry Calendar ...
February 4: Tier 3 Rock Climbing (Time-TBD)

February 4. Tier 2 Trivia @ Oakdale Heights
(10:00 a.m. - Noon)

February 12: Tier 3 Mtg. (6:00 p.m. at Hunton’s)
February 12: Tier 2 Mtg. (6:00 p.m. at TBD)

“Sharing our talents arises from the fact
that God has given each of usthe ability
and giftsto do certain things well, and we
are to develop those talents for the good of
others.”

Stewardship January 21-22, 2006

Total Contributions $9,301.41
Confirmation Candidates $24.00
Our Tithe $930.14

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




