THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

%% JANUARY 22, 2006
A Message from Father Paul

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity throughout the world began last Wednesday
and goes on till next Wednesday, January 25 — the feast of the Conversion of St. Paul,
the Apostle of all the Gentiles—you and me. St. Paul was a man vehemently dedi-
cated to ensuring the orthodox practice of the Jewish religion as he saw it. And he was
even willing to kill to achieve hisgoal. And the religious authorities encouraged him
mightily!

It took the direct intervention of God in his life — his being knocked off his high horse
- his acceptance of his own blindness, and his humble acceptance of the guiding hand
of the very people he was trying to convert, for him to discover histruth. To submit to
the way of God’struth he needed to give up his own self-righteousness and self-
importance. In thelight of God' s love, hislife was transformed and he became, ar-
guably, the most influential man who ever walked this earth, aside from Christ him-
self.

Each year, during the Week of Prayer, we all focus once more on the issues of Chris-
tian Unity. We wonder yet again what we can do about getting othersto join us—as
Paul joined usin the early days of Christianity. Perhaps we miss the real lesson of the
conversion of St. Paul. Paul did not convert to Catholicism. Paul converted to God’s
love for him. In all hisarrogance and self-centeredness, Paul experienced God' s lov-
ing embrace. Paul learned through his experience to allow God to lead him to an ac-
ceptance of hislove and forgiveness. Thisisthe hallmark of what we now call Chris-
tianity.

Catholicism, Episcopalianism, L utheranism, Presbyterianism, and all the other “isms’
are not ends in themselves. They are all means to the same end: to open up their ad-

herents to the transforming love of God. At best they are vehicles through which God
wishes to speak to each individual of hislovefor us. At worst, they can get terribly in
the way, as they become merely centers of human power and sources of human strife!

And so, during this Week of Prayer, and always, | commend to you that we each pray
fervently, not that others see things our way, but that, like St. Paul, our eyes may be
opened to the wonderful love of God for us, individually and collectively, in al our
disunity, dysfunction and messiness. Specifically, we are all generously invited to
share an Ecumenical Celebration of the Word with our friendsat All SaintsLu-
theran Church at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 25" of January. We are invited to pray
together, with St. Paul, that we be led by God’ s hand into the ways of dl truth. We are
invited to rejoice together that, in his unique way, God will call all people to experi-
ence hislove. In the love of God we will truly find our unity and our peace. God is
not limited to our agenda; God’ s ways are not our ways — thank God for that!

If there isto be any progressin the way of Christian unity; if the scandal of disunity is
to be in any way assuaged, then it will be through all of us “converting” - turning
away from our personal agendas and goals, and allowing ourselves to grow and thrive
in hislove, and to reflect that love for each other.

Let us pray that our eyes may be opened and our spirits fed with the light that the
Lord shines on us through the giftedness of Christians of other denominations. Let us
reflect hislight through our own giftedness. All of it is given usin stewardship. Let us
shareit al. Let usallow hislight that we reflect to shine brightly on all those areas
where our insights converge, not on the things that divide us. Let ustake really seri-
oudly the claim of our parish mission statement that we are a“community of learn-
ers’, and theideal enshrined in our five-year plan and spelled out in the parish goal
for ecumenical outreach that: “we do all things together that we do not actually have
to do apart”! Let us commit ourselves afresh to these ideals this week and especially
at our prayer service on Wednesday.

Let us pray that as the Lord presents us with new possibilities and new challenges for
joint endeavor, we are not blind, but embrace them in faith —faith in God’ s provi-
dence, rather than in our particular religious practice. Let us pray fervently and at al
times the words that Jesus himself gave us to pray: “Thy will be done”! And in that
trust and prayer let us move forward together to greet with joy whatever the Lord has
prepared for us.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., a All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate thisto the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

By
ik

When you welcome a new baby into
your home, we also would like to wel-
come your newest family member to
our St. Benedict community.

We will arrange to come and take a
photo of your baby to be displayed at
Church and to publish a notice of our
newest arrival in this bulletin.

Please notify Jane & George O'Brien
by calling 971-1818.

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of January 23-29, 2006

Prayer for Christian Unity

The Mount Pleasant Churches of All
Saints L utheran Church and St. Benedict
Catholic Church cordially invite the com-
munity and all people of goodwill to cele-
brate the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity with a special ecumenical prayer

Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Tues. 9:00 am. Brickyard-

Magnolia Grove
Jim & Jean Sullivan

1255 Old Ivy Way 856-9993
Wed. NO MASS
Thurs. 9:00 am. Brickyard-

The Brickyard
Edward & Lisa Cottingham

1443 Madison Court 881-3592
Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages-4-6)

All are invited to come and celebrate in

the daily Masses. See the website for

maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Scriptur e Study

Tuesday, January 24™, 6:00 p.m.,
at 3363 Lindner Lane in Planters Pointe.

Readingsfor the Week of Jan. 22
Sun.+ Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31;
Mark 1:15
Mon.+ 2 Samuel 5:1-7, 10; Mark 3:22-30
Tues.+ 2 Samuel 6:12b-15, 17-19; Mark 3:31-35
Wed. + Acts 22:3-16; Mark 16:15-18
Thu.t 2 Timothy 1:1-8; Mark 4:21-25
Fri.x 2 Samuel 1:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17;
Mark 4:26-34
Sat. +2 Samuel 12:1-7a, 10-17; Mark 4:35-41

service on Wednesday,

January 25", 7:00 p.m.

at All Saints L utheran

Church, 2107 Highway

17N in Mount Pleasant.

The two faith communities will join to
pray, sing, and witness to the unity we
havein Jesus Christ.

An offertory for the Alzheimers Respite
Program will be taken and a fellowship
reception will follow the service.

For more information, please contact
Mark Dickson, 402-1516.

Prayer for Life
In every Catholic churchin the United

States, today is observed as a day of pen-
ance for the violation of human dignity
committed through acts of abortion, and
of prayer for the full restoration of the
legal guarantee of the right to life. On this
33" anniversary of Roe vs. Wade, let us
pray that wherever people fail to value the
gift of life, God may be with them to
change their hearts, and that our laws may
once again protect the life, the liberty and
the pursuit of happiness of every human
being.

MOM S Retreat

For al MOM S groups and mothers of al
ages, MOM S Retreat June 10-11, Camp
St. Christopher, Seabrook Island, SC.
Anyone interested please contact Cathy
Gough at 849-6867 or Sharon Willi at
Christ Our King Church, 971-8083 or
swilli@christourking.org by January 31%.

St. John Catholic School Auction

The altar flowers this
Sunday are offered by
the Foster family, in
memory of Arthur Foster
and Wildon Hucks.

Time & Talent Dates Change

Due to the President' s Day holiday, the
Time & Talent Celebration has been re-
scheduled to:

February 26: Time & Talent Celebration
M ar ch 5: Commitment/Recommitment

Liturgical ArtsMeeting

Sunday, January 29", immediately after
Mass. New ideas and thoughts will be
discussed! Old and new participants are
welcome.

Saturday, January 28", 6:00 p.m., at Elks
Lodge (1113 Sam Rittenberg in West
Ashley). Tickets are $15. All proceeds
will assist in setting up a specialized read-
ing lab and to purchase alternative learn-
ing equipment/materials. Please call Dina
Walker at 884-2099, or Jeannette Danger-
field at (843) 744-3901.

Diocese of Charleston Job Posting
Secretary/Admin Asst- Attention to de-
tail, ability to prioritize a heavy work
load, good organizational, composition,
and computer skills required. Thorough
knowledge of Catholicism required. Ex-
cellent benefits with generous paid time
off. Resume must include cover letter
with salary requirements. Fax application
to HR (843) 402-9071, or apply online at
www.catholic-doc.org/hr.

Schedule - Jan. 28 —Saturday Vigil M ass

Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Drew Burrichter
Reading |1 Deb McGee

Host Family Carlos & Jennifer Roe
Ushers Terry Gray, Mark French
CrossBearer Wynn Harding

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Hampton Lee
Cup: Jerry O'Keefe, Lois O'Keefe

Schedule - Jan. 29 - Sunday Liturqy
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Deuteronomy 18:15-20  Joe Mueller
Reading I1: 1 Corinthians 7:32-35 Mark Foster
Gospel: Mark 1:21-28

Prayers of the Faithful Trent Bolling

Host Family Chris& Katie Tokarz
Guest/Visitor Reqgistration Leo Albano

Ushers Paul Kowalchick, Paulette Joyce,
Gerald Blanchard, Richard Garcia, Dwight Crosby

Altar Servers
Sam Carpentier, Devon McDavid

CrossBearer Kevin Carpentier

Children’s Liturgy of theWord
Gina Scott, Mitchell Scott

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Joe Harkins, Peggy Harkins,
Jane O'Brien, Michael Okpych

Cup: Judy Gilman, Michael McAdams,
Barbara Miracky, Maryann Russell,
Caroline Stall, Jim Stott

Nursery

Juice: Christine & Mark Davis

Snack: Marianne Johnson

Check-in: Mary Clifford

Paula Borgesen

Hospitality Marcia Russo, Margaret Sibley,

TinaTartaglia, Chris & Katie Tokarz,

Lynn Tortorici, Julia Turner, Patty Tykal

Coallection Counters

Tracy D@nnunzio, Cecelia Ward

Youth Ministry Calendar ...

January 22: Tier 3 Mtg. (6:00 p.m. at Hunton’s)
January 22: Tier 2 Mtg. (6:00 p.m. at Mayer’s)
February 4: Tier 3 Rock Climbing (Time-TBD)

February 4: Tier 2 Trivia @ Oakdale Heights
(10:00 a.m. - Noon)

“1f you have money, consider that perhaps
the only reason God allowed it to fall into
your handswasin order that you might find
joy and perfection by giving it away.”
(Thomas Merton)

Stewardship January 14-15, 2006

Total Contributions $8,480.25
Confirmation Candidates $28.00
Our Tithe $848.03

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




