SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 15, 2006
A Message from Father Paul
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| write to you today as we unveil our new five-year plan for the growth and development of
St. Benedict Parish between now and the year 2010. Thisis an event that calls for thanksgiv-
ing and great celebration, as we move forward in faith into what is essentially the “ unknown”,
trusting that, with God on our side, “al manner of things will be well”, to use once more the
faith-filled phrase of Julian of Norwich.

In November of the year 2000 we published our first plan covering the infancy years of the
parish. We were barely one year old as a community at the time; and this was indeed a bold
step into the unknown. Things certainly looked very different then from the way they do
now. The plan was well received, and the goals set out in it have been largely met over the
past five years — most of them in the first two years!

Much has changed, but not everything! In my covering letter to the first plan of 2000, | wrote
about our being a community of learners, and we still are a community of learners, as we feel
our way forward in faith. Hopefully we will remain so until the day we die and have the full
vision as God seesit. Until then, one learning step will lead to another, and the more we
learn, the more we will realize that there is still more to be discovered! So as we study the
new plan, let usdo it asdiligent pupilsin St Benedict’s “ School of the Lord's Service”.

One striking change in our parish life over the past five years has been the emergence of our
young membersin great numbers. When the parish started there were some 24 teenagers
registered. Many of these were at college and not actually resident in the parish most of the
year. Therefore they did not seem a priority in our parish planning. Now however, when one
third of the total membership is below the age of 20, our youth ministry has become a major
focus, requiring a serious commitment of our resources of time, treasure, and talent.

Another significant change has been the acquisition of land for a multifaceted parish campus,
and the prospect of our having a Worship Center of our own within the next five years! Thus
parishioners’ commitment to stewardship and sacrificia giving has become a major chal-
lenge. In the next five years the principles of Stewardship will need to become away of life
for all our parish family, if we are indeed to achieve our development goals.

God willing, al things are possible for us who are committed to persevere in faith - provided
we keep our prioritiesin order! First and foremost of these is our spiritual development both
asindividuals and as a community. Our primary focus must be on prayer and the personal
holiness of all parishioners. All other endeavors need to be measured against the standard we
achieve in our spiritual growth. Does this or that plan we have lead members of our parish
family to prayer, to personal holiness, to God?

In 2003 we conducted a comprehensive audit of our 2000 Five-Y ear plan and of every aspect
of our parish life. Most encouragingly, the input of the parishioners clearly indicated that, in
genera terms, we were on track, in many cases ahead of the curve! Well over 100 sugges-
tions and comments that surfaced were taken up, and changes made. Parishioner input at that
time has a so provided us with the basis for proposals and goals which we aim to implement
by the year 2010.

The heads of the various ministries submitted their components of the five-year plan, based
on the survey material, for review by the Pastoral Council. Much was then revised in the light
of comments from the Council. After further consideration, the text was handed to a select
group for editing and proofing. This revised text then came back to the Council. Impossible
dreams were excised and further adjustments were made before handing it to the production
team for final layout and printing. It has been a mammoth task. Our grateful thanks are due
to al concerned. | wish to particularly thank Sandy Funk who has master-minded the whole
process with grace, patience, and true professionalism. She understands fully what it isto
share ones time and talent, and clearly lives by that understanding.

The five-year planiswhat it implies—aplan. It aimsto clearly point usin a specified direc-
tion and gives us goalsto aim for. However, it isnot set in concrete. Aswe go along, we
will need to monitor its progress, and be flexible enough to make changes or adaptations of
our original vision where necessary. Our plan isatool to assist usin the use of the abundance
of gifts of time, treasure, and talent that the Lord in his goodness has showered upon us. The
role of the five-year plan isto assist usin the stewardship of all these gifts.

I give thanks to God that we have been chosen to work together in the building of his King-
dom as outlined in this five-year plan.

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., a All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate thisto the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

A Letter From the Bishop
Dear Brothersand Sstersin Christ,

Each year, the annual Collection for
the Church in Latin Americaisheldin
parishes across the country. Histori-
cally, no less than 87 percent of the
proceeds from this collection have gone
to support the work of pastoral projects
in Mexico, Central and South America,
and the Caribbean. When we contribute
to this fund, we are actively participat-
ing in a work of solidarity with our
brothers and sisters throughout the
American hemisphere.

Last year, more than $6.3 million dol-
larswas raised in the United States to
provide collaborative funding for 470
projectsin 210 dioceses within 21
countries. These programsinclude
catechetical and lay leadership pro-
grams, youth ministry, and evangeliza-
tion projects, and formation programs
for religious, priests, and deacons. Fur-
ther information on the work of the
USCCB's Committee on the Churchin
Latin America can be found at
www.uscch.org/latinamerica.

| ask you to please consider contribut-
ing to this Collection, and | am most
grateful for your generosity. Together
let us ask the Lord to continue to bless
usin all that we do.

Sncerely yoursin Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston

This collection will be taken on
January 21-22.

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of January 16-22, 2006

Mon. 10:30 a.m. Franke Home

Tues. 9:00 am. Park West-K eswick
George & Jane O'Brien

2438 Draymohr Court  971-1818
Wed. NO MASS
Thurs. NO MASS
Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West

Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages-4-6)
All are invited to come and celebrate in
the daily Masses. See the website for
maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Five-Year Plan Available

We encourage you to

read the five-year plan

and invite any questions

you have regarding the

various aspects of the

plan. Go to www.stbenedictparish.orgq

to review, download and/or print the plan.
Email any questions or comments you
have to stbenedictparish@aol.com. Y our
question will be forwarded to the most
appropriate ministry leader who will re-
spond to your inquiry. For those who
don®have internet access, please pick up
ahard copy of the plan after Mass at the
Newcomers/Welcoming table.

Rally for Life
Saturday, January 21st, Columbia, SC

Susanne Schindler Vitadamo(sister of
Terri Schiavo) isthe featured speaker.
Line up for the march at 11:00 am.
Knights of Columbus will provide rides.
Contact Bill Harrington 843-209-4038 for
car pool arrangements.

Parish School News

Scriptur e Study

Tuesday, January 17", 6:00 p.m.,
at 3363 Lindner Lane in Planters Pointe.

Readingsfor the Week of Jan. 15

Sun.+ 1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19;
1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20;
John 1:35-42
Mon.+ 1 Samuel 15:16-23; Mark 2:18-22
Tues.+ 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Mark 2:23-28
Wed. + 1 Samuedl 17:32-33, 37, 40-51;
Mark 3:1-6
Thu.x 1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7;
Mark 3:7-12
Fri.+ 1 Samuel 24:3-21; Mark 3:13-19
Sat. + 2 Samud 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27;
Mark 3:20-21

The altar flowersthis
Sunday are offered by
the Conway Family, in
memory of Anthony
Krzyzek.

We invite you to donate flowers to cele-
brate a special occasion or in remem-
brance of aloved one.

Please sign-up by calling Sue Hauser at
607-3861 or 849-3028.

School reopened on the third and teachers
and students alike seemed to return rested
and ready to go. The classrooms and hall-
ways had been dusted, mopped, polished,
and renewed + as, apparently, had the
returning faculty and students!

In January, thoughts traditionally turn to
Catholic Schools Week and setting up
some spectacular activities. With Marilyn
Davey heading the committee, and plans
afoot to establish a Founders Day celebra-
tion, this year will undoubtedly prove no
different; we'll report on that soon.
Meanwhile, there' s the annual Spelling
Beeto report on. The classroom finalists
have been named and will represent their
respective grades this Friday. Christina
Grady, daughter of Earl and Tina Grady
who are St. Benedict parishioners, isone
of the finalists. Winnersin this Scripps-
Howard sponsored contest will go to
Charleston soon to face the other Low-
Country Schools.

K of C Annual Oyster Roast
Saturday, January 28", 6:30 p.m., Gold
Bug Idand (at the foot of Ben Sawyer
Bridge). Please call Tom A. Franzone
(843) 884-5670 for details!

Schedule - Jan. 21 —Saturday Vigil M ass

Scriptur e Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Fred Koch
Reading |1 Caroline Stoll
Host Family The McCarthy Family

Ushers Susan Porinchak, Dwight Crosby
CrossBearer Sandy Funk

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Judy Gilman
Cup: Marilee Little, Robert Little

Schedule - Jan. 22 - Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 Nick Christopher
Reading I1: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Chrissy DiNicola

Gospdl: Mark 1:14-20
Prayers of the Faithful
Host Family The Garcia Family
Guest/Visitor Registration Sue Gonzales
Ushers Dom Del Grosso, Fred Gamble,
Hampton Lee, Jeff Peterson, Jeff Scott
Altar Servers
Courtney Hensch, Melissa Hensch
CrossBearer LisaCottingham
Children’s Liturgy of theWord
Cathy Cook, Madeline McKay
Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Jim Stott, Thomas Allen,
Kevin Carpentier, Mindy Carroll
Cup: Carol Blanchard, Gerald Blanchard,
Jeanne Burke, Chris Conway,
Barbara Gamble, Terry Gray
Nursery
Juice: Jennifer & David Sumoski
Snack: SusannaBleyer
Check-in: Kim& Tom Allen

Dolores Vogel

Hospitality Lois O®eefe, Helen O@eary,
Tina& Michael Okypch, Linda Patten,
Mary Pleiman, Leanna Potter, Betty Potts,
LidiaRiley

Coallection Counters

Rosalie Guerin, Anna Cdllery

Liturgical ArtsMeeting
Sunday, January 29",
immediately after Mass.
New ideas and thoughts
will be discussed!
Old and new participants
are welcome.

Parish Look Ahead ...

February 12: « Deadlinefor providing
an original copy of the
Confirmand’ s baptismal
certificate

* Grocery Bag Sunday
Time & Talent Celebration

Commitment /
Recommitment

to Ministries

February 19:
February 26:

“Will you come and follow Jesus? Will
you give morefor othersas an outward
sign of the love and gratitude you have
for Him?”

Stewardship January 7-8, 2006

Tota Contributions $9,541.87
Churchin Latin America $70.00
Solemnity of Mary $35.00
Catholic University $2.00
Seminary Offering $2.00
Our Tithe $946.29

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




