EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

%% FEBRUARY 26, 2006
A Message from Father Paul

I think it is now generally accepted that the primary and most important influence in achild’'s
education isthat of hisor her parents. Parents have the awesome privilege of shaping their chil-
dren’s minds, instilling in them values and insights that will be part of them until they die. Others
can help, but never replace a parent no matter how specialized they might be in the various fields
of education. At the end of the day, the children will do what they see the parents do — even

when they hear them say something quite different. Parenting isindeed an awesome responsibil-
ity.

Thisweek, and next week, we as a parish, are bringing to the fore the many gifts of time and
talent that the Lord has showered on each of us, and on our parish as awhole, aswelive our lives
of faith-filled stewardship. Stewardship was central to the teaching of Jesus. Most of the par-
ablesin the Gospel relate to stewardship, and clearly, Jesus saw his own role on earth as one of
being agood steward of al that the Father had given to him. St John’s Gospel in particular
makes this point very strongly. If we are called in Baptism to be followers of Jesus— Christians -
other Christs - then we will see stewardship as central to living out our Christian calling. Our
children need to see us doing just that.

Today we celebrate the joy of being stewards — that the Lord has entrusted us with so many gifts
and with the stunning responsibility to use them in the building up of our community - his king-

dom here on earth. We are a parish based on the good stewardship of al the gifts of our individ-

ua members. Without these gifts the parish would not exist! We give thanks for them all.

It follows that Stewardship will be central in the education of your children. From their earliest
daysweinstill loving care for othersinto our children. We do this by the way we love and care
for them ourselves. We expect our children to get afirm grasp of the gifts of intellect, health,
physical prowess, and their faith, to name but afew of al the gifts God has given us. We expect
our children to work hard to devel op these gifts and become more complete through them. We
also need to challenge them right from the get-go to share them with others. From their earliest
days, our children need to realize that they are accountable for ALL their gifts, and that they have
been given them to share and make a difference in other peopl€e’slives. In al this, they will take
their cue primarily from their parents, but aso from what other adults around them are doing —
not just talking about.

The challenge for usisto establish in our homes, and in our parish, a culture of stewardship, in
which wethink as stewards, talk like stewards, and act as stewards — all as a matter of course. It
needs to become second nature to us— as it was to Jesus, who knew how to give and to share
everything he had — even his own lifewhen it cameto it — all as a matter of course.

How can we best ensure that our children are brought up in a culture of Christian Stewardship?
Of course this god is one reason why we need to provide agood Christian school for themin the
parish, and we need to take this challenge seriously. But the education starts much earlier than at
school - and it starts in the home. Asa Community, we need to have in place structures that will
support and enhance what the parents are doing to instill stewardship valuesin their children.

For instance, if the parents are expected to use an envelope to make an offering each week, why
not the children also? This year we have made a start by requiring all our Confirmation candi-
dates to reflect on what they have done with their gifts during the past week, and to make an of-
fering of them and their written reflection aswell as any financial donation from earnings thy
have made, in aweekly envelope. Some of our teenagers have even filled out a“pledge card”
reflecting their weekly earnings!

The youngsters may not have much financial treasure to share, but they do have timefor al sorts
of kindnesses and selflessness to offer. They could be encouraged to write the good deeds they
have done for others, or the very young could just do adrawing for Jesus and offer that in their
envelope. Special envelopes for the use of children, whose parents would appreciate such an aid
to establishing the culture of stewardship in their own homes, are available attached to a banner
at the back of church. Y ou may have other ideas to share. Please talk with Jeff Carper, email:
jkcarper @hgbd.com or to one of the Parish Stewardship Committee members.

During the coming week, al members of the parish are asked to prayerfully consider what they
are actually doing with God' s gifts of time and talent in their lives, and to discern how best they
might commit or recommit to the building up of the parish community in ministry. While we al
have many calls on our time and talent outside the parish, and some are really fully committed,
each of usisencouraged to have at |east one ministry within the parish. Next Sunday, we will al
beinvited to process to the atar with our commitment to at least one ministry, and if possible to
several, and to leave our commitment forms there as our offering to the Lord. He will transform
our humble efforts into abeautiful contribution towards the realization of hisplan for usall.

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

A Letter From the Bishop
Dear Friendsin Christ:

The annual National Black and Indian
Mission Collection was authorized by
the Catholic Church in 1884 and has
served the Black and Native American
communities ever since—without inter-
ruption. It was greatly needed then and
still is today.

Last year the need for assistance from
this Collection drastically increased
due to the terrible devastation and dam-
age by hurricanes Katrina, Rita and
Wilma. The Archdioceses of New Or-
leans and Mobile, the Dioceses of Bi-
|oxi, Houma-Thibodaux, Lake Charles
and other diocesesin the hurricane
paths were hit hard and suffered much.
Everyone is aware of the damage and
thereis no purpose in repeating what
took place.

With the help received from the evange-
lization grants from the Black and In-
dian Collection, parishes who had their
churches and schools destroyed are
determined to rebuild. A good example
is &. Peter the Apostle School, Pasca-
goula, Mississippi. Even though the
brick walls were pushed to the ground
and school rooms were destroyed com-
pletely, S. Peter School is open, with
temporary classrooms, and the Parish
is determined to provide the Sacra-
ments, especially the celebration of
Holy Mass. Another good exampleis
the very active Catholic Native Ameri-
can community of Du Lac, Louisiana,
although they experienced terrible de-
struction, they are committed to coming
back even stronger.
Please give generously to the National
Black and Indian Mission Collection
for 2006. Let this year be a special one
for the Black and Indian Collection—so
we may all sharein the rebuilding ef-
forts of the Church, who suffered so
very much with the hurricanes.

Sincerely yoursin Christ,

Most Reverend Robert J. Baker

Bishop of Charleston

(Envelopes for this collection are
provided in the February packet.)

St. Vincent
de Paul
Collection

Next Saturday and Sunday, the 1st
weekend of March, we will have our
monthly SVDP special collection
after each Mass.

The mission of the St. Benedict St.
Vincent de Paul Society Conference
isto provide emergency assistance to
the needy in the East Cooper area.

Please be generous!

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883



Week of Feb. 27 — Mar. 5, 2006
Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Tues. 9:00 am. Dunes West+Darts Pointe

Gene & Elaine McLaughlin
2388 Darts Cove Way
(Please call for a gate pass.)
Wed. 7:00 p.m. Carioin Park West
Ash Wednesday
Thurs. 9:00 am. Park West-Wellesley Place
Sal & Mercedes Livreri

849-2271

3478 Ashwycke Street 216-2725
Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West

Ministry Schedule
Schedule- March 1 - Ash Wednesday
Scripture Readings
(For Lector schedule, please call Deb McGee
at 849-3489)

Reading |: Joel 2:12-18

Reading II: 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2

Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18

Prayers of the Faithful

Ushers Terry Gray, Norm Russell,

Randy Cooper, Susan Cooper, Mindy Carroll
Altar Servers

Dalton Barfield, ChristinaMcMullen

CrossBearer David Hunton
Host Family The Cooper Family

Eucharistic Ministers

(Please contact Jim Stott at 843-928-3399)
Schedule - March 4 —Saturday Vigil Mass
Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturqy
Reading |

Reading |1

Host Family Bob & Marilee Little

Ushers Dennis D' Annunzio, Mike Podiak

Cross Bearer Jeff Carper
Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Kevin Carpentier

Cup: Marilee Little, Robert Little
Schedule- March 5 - Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings

Reading |: Genesis 9:8-15
Reading I1: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Gospel: Mark 1:12-15

Prayers of the Faithful

Host Family Alex & Max Cook

Guest/Visitor Registration Caroline Stoll

Ushers Hampton Lee, Leo Kosinski,
Hedy Hodge, Michael Ludwig, Mark French

Altar Servers
Andrew Carek, Bryan Carek

Cross Bearer Drew Burrichter

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Larisa Dahabi, Elaine Gautier

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Thomas Allen, Carol Blanchard,
Chris Conway, Barbara Gamble

Cup: Gerad Blanchard, Jeanne Burke,
Mindy Carroll, Mary Helen Gammon,
Judy Gilman, Terry Gray

Nursery (Juice): Sonya& EdLong
(Snack): Jane O'Brien

Check-in: Ruthann Schwinn

Shelby Thornley

Hospitality Lori & Rex Gerding,

Sue Gonzales, Cathy Gough,
Christina & Tina Grady, Dawn Heavey,
Rob & Trina House

Collection Counters

Stan Adams, Dawn Heavey

Ministry Commitment Sunday

Next Sunday, M arch 5", the

First Sunday of Lent, iswhen

we commit/recommit our time

and talent to our ministries.

Please review the ministry

commitment form inserted in

this bulletin. Reflect on your involvement
in the St. Benedict community, fill out
your form and place it in the basket dur-
ing Mass.

For more information on our parish min-
istries, visit www.stbenedictparish.org
and check out the Ministry Directory.

If you are anew parishioner and not yet
involved in aministry, here's your chance
to sign up.

“We need you now, more than ever!”

Ashesfor Ash Wednesday

In this parish we are invited to note on a
piece of paper what we consider to be our
besetting failure, and to bring that paper
together with the palms we waved on
Palm Sunday last year asasign of our
good intentions - if we still have them on
hand. They will be burned in afire at the
entrance to the church, and the ashes will
be smeared on our foreheads!

Tuesday Mass and Soup Supper
Beginning March 14™, on Tuesdays
through Lent, we will celebrate our 6:30
p.m. Masses followed by a Soup Supper
and a community discussion with Fr.
Paul, on topics raised by parishioners. It
will be held at different parishioners
homes. To volunteer to bring soup or
bread to one of the suppers, please call
Lois O'Keefe at 971-9293.

RCIA
On Sunday, March 5", two important
events take place for our RCIA candi-
dates. At our Sunday Mass, Bill Conroy,
Mark Davis, Norm Falcone, Barbara
Fuller, Neil McMullen and Jan van
Vliet will be invited to come forward with
their sponsors for the Rite of Sending. In
this simple ceremony, we as a parish
community are asked to acknowledge the
progress these candidates have made in
their spiritual formation as they prepare
for the Easter sacraments. We assure them
of our prayers as we send them forth to
celebrate the Rite of Election at the Ca-
thedral where Bishop Baker will greet the
RCIA catechumens and candidates from
area parishes and where
they will encounter the
larger church. Please
keep them in your
prayers as they continue
their Lenten journey to
the Easter Vigil.

A Letter from All Saints L utheran
To Fr. Paul & S. Benedict Members,

Please accept our sincere thanks for the beau-
tiful ecumenical service at All Saints Lutheran
Church. How awesome!!

Thank you also for the blessing of the offering
for the Respite Care Program, which totaled
$500. The money will be used to continue this
vital ministry at All Saints... which serves so
many families affected by Alzheimers disease
or a related memory disorder. We have grown
fromfiveto 17 in less than a year and we ex-
pect continued growth as the number of per-
sons over 65 increases as the baby boomers
age.
We invite &. Benedict parishionersto join us
in support of thisministry. We arein dire
need of caring individualsto volunteer four
hours a week. Please call me at 810-5596.

God Bless!!

Ginger Deighan

Stations of the Cross

Beginning March 3", on the Fridays through
Lent, we will have the Stations of the Cross at
5:30 p.m., together with parishioners of All
Saints Lutheran, at their church. We hope that
al will be there!

Scripture Study
We will not meet during Lent because of the
Tuesday evening Masses and Soup Suppers.
We hope that you will be there for thisimpor-
tant prayer opportunity and that you will ac-
tively take part in our parish Lenten journey!

Readings for the Week of Feb. 26

Sun.+ Hosea 2:16b, 17b, 21-22

2 Corinthians 3:1b-6; Mark 2:18-22
Mon.x 1 Peter 1:3-9; Mark 10:17-27
Tues.+ 1 Peter 1:10-16; Mark 10:28-31
Wed.+ (see Ash Wednesday Scripture Readings)
Thu.x Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Luke 9:22-25
Fri.+ Isaiah 58:1-9a; Matthew 9:14-15
Sat. + Isaiah 58:9b-14; Luke 5:27-32

The altar flowers this Sunday are
offered by the Brown family, in
loving memory of Jaime Garcia.

“ Stewardship brings about a spirituality that
deepens our relationship with Jesus. It involves
intentional, planned and proportionate giving of
our time, talent and treasure.”

Stewardship February 18-19, 2006

Total Contribution $9,189.08
Bishop® Stewardship Appeal $830.00
Confirmation Candidates $7.00
Our Tithe $835.91

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




