FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

DECEMBER 31, 2006
A Message from Father Paul
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Aswe come to the end of another year, we reflect with gratitude on the gifts from God that we
have received over the last twelve months. True, it has been a year marked with turmoil and
war, with terrible bloodshed and the loss of innocent livesin the various theatres of war in which
we are involved. It may be that this has had to be this way so asto turn our hearts and mindsto
God, and make us aware of our need for him in the center of our lives at all times.

Certainly, in our personal lives, as also in the political life of our country, there has been a
marked change of emphasisin our thoughts and worries as we have been humbled into the reali-
zation that, even if we are the wealthiest nation on earth, we are not lords and masters of the
world. We are slowly learning by our experience that we cannot unilaterally impose our value
systems on others, and expect them to be necessarily grateful. We are learning that we cannot
even engineer peace. Only God can ultimately give usthat gift! And when it comes, it may well
look very different from what we had in mind for ourselves and others.

And so we come to anew year. What will it bring — besides the usual round of New Y ear’ s reso-
lutions? Our hope and prayer will be that we find peace in the midst of war, and in the midst of
the messiness of our daily lives; that true and lasting God-given peace. We pray for all those
who are deployed in distant lands in the cause of world peace, and for their families back at
home. We ask God that he use their self sacrifice to further his peace as he shapesit slowly, till
the world beginsto reflect the peace we find in the home of the Holy Family that we celebrate
today.

To thisend, the Bishops of the United States have designated New Y ear’s Day as a National Day
of Prayer for Peace. It isthe Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. She is Mother of the
Church and our mother aso. She will intercede for us with the Father. She will teach usto turn
our hearts and minds to thoughts of peace, and to arrange our lives so that they reflect the inner
peace that is God' s Christmas gift to us.

The Good News of “the coming of our God” about which we have been singing in our Christmas
carols during the past week, was first heard and recognized as such by a set of outcast shepherds.
They were a bunch of nobodies, living outside the city of Bethlehem, ritually unclean by virtue
of their job as shepherds, and unable to enter in to be with “ proper” people. They were among
the poorest and most forgotten people of Jesus' day. They had no political influence, no wealth
or weapons, and no means of power. These people were to be the most receptive to the Good
News of great joy because they needed it! They needed the Prince of Peace who had been born
for all mankind —including them - and they knew it, because of their own powerlessness. Today
let us learn from the shepherds the humility to see our own needinessin the face of world events
and come to the Prince of Peace as he himself rests helplessin his mother’s arms. Let us be there
with Mary and Joseph, the ox and the ass - and let us worship.

To be concerned about world peace is wonderful, but it can lead us to a certain cynicism: What
will my little contribution do to change world events? Perhaps not much directly. However, as
we read in the extracts from the Vatican |1 document, “ Gaudium et Spes’ during Advent, peace
isonly brokered by men and women of peace, just as war is only waged by men and women of
war! While not belittling in any way the selfless efforts of those who are currently engaged in
fighting for peace on our behalf in war zones around the world; in the ultimate analysis, the quest
for world peace beginsin our own little worlds, right in our own homes - in our personal rela-
tionships.

Relationships do not just flourish untended. We have to work at nourishing our personal friend-
ships, be they within or outside marriage, so that, by the grace of God, these can turn us into peo-
ple of love, people who will sacrifice ourselves for the good of others. We do not know what we
are talking about if we spout high theories about “just wars’ and what “they” in the White House
and the Pentagon should or should not be doing about things, if, at the same time, we are not able
to arrange peaceably our marriages, family lives and our relationships with our colleagues at
work. To admit and work on our own shortcomings takes humility, and we need Mary’s help in
our personal domestic situations, before we can hope to make any impact world events!

Let us pray this New Y ear that we can personally rise above our self-centered concerns within
our own families and community relationships, and learn to live for others at all times and in the
simplest of ways. Let us follow the example of the Holy Family, of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, who
stuck together in mutual love and support, through rejection, poverty, exile, and no doubt also a
fair share of personal self-doubt. Let us model our personal peace on that of the supreme family
of love — the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Let all we do and stand for find ther e its beginning
and end.

Eucharistic Ador ation: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

Mass I ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Officeto
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes:. Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of one s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites all people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate thisto the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip

from the cup.
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When you welcome a new baby into
your home, we also would like to wel-
come your newest family member to
our St. Benedict community.

We will arrange to come and take a
photo of your baby to be displayed at
Church and to publish a notice of our
newest arrival in this bulletin.
Please notify Jane & George O’ Brien
by calling 971-1818.

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209
Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of January 1 —7, 2006

Mon. 10:30 a.m. Franke at Seaside
(Mary, Mother of God)
Tues. 6:30 p.m. Charleston National -

Harleston Green

(Scripture Reflection at 5:30 p.m.)

Caroline Stoll

4053 Harleston Green 884-2215
Wed. 9:00 am. Dunes West-Darts Pointe

Gene & Elaine McLaughlin

2388 Darts Cove Way

(Please call for a gate pass.)

Thurs. 9:00 am. Charleston National-
Westchester

849-2271

Ron & June Bell

1319 Belhaven Drive
Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran
Sun. (Epiphany of the L ord)

Father Paul’'s 40" Jubilee

9:30 a.m. Carioin Park West

Children's Mass

(Nursery is available for ages 1-4)

3:30 p.m. Carioin Park West

Mass of Thanksgiving

Ministry Schedule

Schedule- Jan. 1 - New Year's Day
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Numbers 6:22-27
Reading I1: Galations 4:4-7
Gospel: Luke 2:16-21
CrossBearer Drew Burrichter
Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Drew Burrichter
Cup: Caroline Stoll, Jo Dunne
Schedule - Jan. 6 - Saturday Vigil
Scriptur e Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Fred Koch
Reading |1 Suzanne Catanzarite
Ushers Pat McKay, Susan Porinchak
CrossBearer Sandy Funk
Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Caroline Stall
Cup: Jerry O'Keefe, Lois O'Keefe
Schedule-Jan. 7, 9:30 a.m. Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Isaiah 60:1-6 Lauren DiNicola
Reading |1: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6

Wendy Albano

881-7423

Trent Bolling
Dolores Vogel

Gospdl: Matthew 2:1-12
Prayers of the Faithful

Araba Appiagyei-Dankah
Greeterg/Gift Bearers The Murphy Family

Ushers Jeff Peterson, Leo Kosinski, Paul
Kowalchick, Paulette Joyce, Rick Garcia

Altar Servers
Courtney Hensch, Melissa Hensch

CrossBearer Wendy Albano

Nursery Juice: Lori Gerding
Snack: Margaret Riggs
David Sumoski, Jennifer Sumoski

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Hampton Lee, Joe Harkins, Peggy
Harkins, Terry Gray

Cup: Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble, Jo Dunne,
Judy Gilman, Kevin Carpentier, Sandy Funk
Collection Counters

Diane Costa, Carlos & Jennifer Roe

TheBulletin Crew

Father Paul@® 40" Jubilee Celebr ation

We hope that thereis
always a piece of good
news for each of usin
every issue. Our parish
bulletin may not have come down directly
from heaven, but at least we have been
provided with meansto get it from ground
zero up! We, the Bulletin Preparation
Crew, give thanks for the opportunity to
share in our communication process.

Sandy Funk, who ensures that the
bulletin cover gets a new set of faces
to brighten us all!

Sarah Harold, who prepares the
schedules’ column behind the scenes;
her diligence and proactive inquiries
make this weekly task less daunting.
Trent Bolling, our parish website
caretaker, who is very keen and
steadfast in updating the website with
the weekly bulletin information, his
being there allows a chance to correct
what we have missed so you may
haveit right!

Dori Bolling, who some of you know
because of the many conversations
and Monday night phone calls (it
must be bulletin night!), her roleisto
do whatever else to make sure we
have the bulletin available weekly.

We thank the ministry leaders and all
those who have contributed in any way
towards the making of our bulletin.

We greatly look forward for another year
of joyful and dedicated service!

Men’'s Group
Our Men® Group is always welcoming

newcomers. If you are interested in join-
ing us please feel free to come on Satur-
day morning at 8:30 am. at the Parish
Center. We meet every other Saturday
and will be meeting next on January 6.

Support: Operation DVD!!!

My Nameis Tyler Allanand | am a
confirmation candidate. | am collecting
new and gently used DVDsto send to
troopsin Iraq and Afghanistan. Because
of the constant danger, our troops cannot
go outside to play sports so they watch
DVDs for entertainment. From now
through January 14™, | am supporting
Operation DVD, a non-profit organization
that sends al kinds of DV Dsto troops
(Kids DV Ds are a so accepted and distrib-
uted to Military bases overseas). If you
would like to help me, please bring DVDs
for the troops and place in a collection
box in the back of the church. Thank you
for your support!!! For more information,
visit: www.operationdvd.us

Next Sunday - January 7\"

Children's Mass at 9:30 am. at Cario
School, followed by the usual hospitality
time afterwards for the children of our
parish, for them to join Father Paul in his
Jubilee celebration.

Mass of Thanksgiving at 3:30 p.m. at
Cario Schoal, followed by areception at
All Saints Church. The adults and young
adults of confirmation age of our parish
are invited to the reception.

Because of the excellent response
and so we may be able to provide
convenient parking for out-of-
town guests, we ask you to con-
sider carpooling to the reception.
Please turn into the Charleston
Crab House Restaurant and some-
one will assist you from there.
Thank you for your cooperation.
We look forward to seeing youl!

Readings for the Week of Dec. 31%

Sun.+ Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14;
1 John 3:1-2, 21-34; Luke 2:41-52

Mon.x Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7;
Luke 2:16-21

Tue.x 1 John 2:22-28; John 1:19-28

Wed.+ 1 John 2:29-3:6; John 1:29-34

Thu.x 1 John 3:7-10; John 1:35-42

Fri.+ 1 John 3:11-21; John 1:43-51

Sat.+ 1 John 5:5-13; Mark 1:7-11

The dtar flowersthis
Sunday are offered by
Jm & Jean Sullivan, in
thanksgiving for 50 years
of marriage.

“ Aswe begin
anew year, let us take
time to plan and make stewardship
of time and talent a part of our lifestyle
and stewardship of treasure
a part of our budget.”

Stewardship December 23-25, 2006
will be published next week.

Stewar dship December 16-17, 2006

Total Contribution $9,739.84
Christmas $220.00
Solemnity of Mary $15.00
Immacul ate Conception $5.00
Our Tithe $973.98

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




