NATIVITY OF THE LORD
A Message from Father Paul

A NEW HEART

War is born from the sinful heart of man. I

It is man who kills.
Not his sword,
or, inour day, hismissile.

Unless man has a change of heart,
the coming of peaceisbrief and illusory.

Peace is born from a new heart,
aconverted heart.

These words were first spoken by Pope
John Paul Il in 1984 at Christmas, in St
Peter’ s Basilicain Rome.

Now this Christmas 2006, we need to
hear them again.

Because we cannot forget the terrible eventsin Irag, in Afghanistan, and the
continuing conflict in the Holy Land, all over the Middle East, and elsewhere
throughout the world.

Itisin the spirit of these words that we celebrate the Christmas feast, the birth
of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace.

Heisthe LIGHT that has come into our world; alight no darkness can over-
come — not even the darkness of terrorism and war, the darkness of hatred and
revenge, the darkness of self righteousness, the darkness of death and destruc-
tion.

Thislight isLOVE! And thisloveis MERCY! And this mercy is our PEACE!
To have found thislight isto have found “the pearl without price”.

Thisisthe GOOD NEWS revealed in the CRIB, proclaimed by the CROSS,
and announced by the EMPTY TOMB. That iswhy the“ALLELUIAS’ of
Christmas and Easter echo each other all down the ages, even to this day.

May our gift to God this Christmas be awillingness to be converted and start
again in the light of his coming. May God convert our hearts - give us a new

heart - and may we be faithful to this LIGHT which first appeared in Bethle-

hem and has now reached even to usin our small parish of St. Benedict, here
in Mount Pleasant.

We will celebrate the light as we hear God’ s Word proclaimed to us yet again
at our Christmas Mass, as we experience that Word, so familiar tousdl, in
that new light, as we receive the light “enfleshed” at the Eucharist, and we
recognize the light of the Christ-child in each others' joyous faces, as we greet
each other at the end of the celebration and share his great gift. And we give
God thanksfor it all.

Let us pray especialy at thistime for those who are refugees and homeless, as
Christ was arefugee and homeless. Let us remember those far away from
family and friends, those serving in the theatres of war the world over, that
through their service, in those places too the Prince of Peace may be born in
the hearts of many.

| wish you the JOY and the PEACE that this Christmas season brings!

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday, 4:30—5:00 p.m., at All Saints
Lutheran, and at any other time by
appointment.

M ass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes. Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active M ember ship in our parishis

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Use of the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of on€ s gifts of time and talent.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

The principles guiding the distribution
of Communion in the Catholic Church
are clearly outlined on the front inside
cover of the Parish Hymn book. Jesus
invites al people of faith and good will
to accept him into their hearts. If age or
circumstance prevents you from receiv-
ing sacramental Communion, you are
still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate this to the
Eucharistic Minister by placing your
arms across your chest. The Eucharist
is offered under both species. After
bowing reverently and receiving the
sacred host, you are invited to take asip
from the cup.

A book of remembrance islocated by
the church door. Y ou are welcometo
inscribe the names of the sick, the
dead, and your special intentions.
These are remembered in prayer and
carried to the altar with the offerings
on Sunday.

Diocesan Office of Child
Protection Services
(843) 853-2130, ext. 209

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister
(800) 921-8122

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of December 25 —31, 2006

Mon. 9:00 a.m. Carioin Park West
Tues. 9:00 a.m. Charleston National-
Harleston Green
Fr. Paul
4057 Harleston Green 216-0039
Wed. 9:00 am. Rivertowne
Steve & Lynn Zwickert
2275 N. Marsh Drive 388-1505
Thurs. 9:00 am. Planters Pointe-
Cotton Creek
Dolores Vogel
3355 Crowell Lane 971-6596
Fri. 9:00 a.m. Parish Center
Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

High Holy Days!!!

Dec. 31, Sun. - Holy Family
9:30 am. Mass, Cario

Jan. 1, Mon. - Mary, Mother of God
10:30 am. Mass, Franke

Jan. 6, Sat. - Epiphany of the Lord
5:00 p.m., All Saints

Jan. 7, Sun. - Epiphany of the Lord
9:30 am.—Children's Mass
3:30 p.m—Father Paul's 40"
Mass of Thanksgiving
(Both Masses will be
celebrated at Cario.)

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - Dec. 30 - Saturday Vigil
Scriptur e Readings—See Sunday Liturgy
Reading | Wynn Harding
Reading |1 Chrissy DiNicola
Ushers Dennis D' Annunzio, Terry Gray
Cross Bearer Drew Burrichter

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Drew Burrichter
Cup: Jeanne Burke, Sandy Funk
Schedule - Dec. 31 — Sunday Liturgy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: 1Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28
Joe Mudller

Reading I1: 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24

Christina Hensch
Gospel: Acts of the Apostles 16:14b
Prayers of the Faithful Sue Hensch

Ushers Dom Del Grosso, Hampton Lee,
Mark French, Mike Hauser, Pat McKay
Altar Servers

Courtney Hensch, Melissa Hensch
CrossBearer Mark Dickson
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Cathy Cook, Caroline Cook
Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Barb Gamble, Fred Gamble,
Jackie Napier, Joe Neshitt

Cup: Hampton Lee, Joe Harkins,
Janeen Zaio, Peggy Harkins, Terry Gray
Coallection Counters

Mike Catanzarite, Ann Callery

We thank God for

the opportunity of

quiet reflection

during Advent
leading our community into the joy-filled
sharing and celebrations of Christmas. Let
us take a moment to thank all those who
in one way or another give of themselves
towards making this season meaningful
for all. May the spirit of Christmasbein
us alwaysl!!

Parish Center Renovated!!!

The renovation of the Parish Center, also
fondly known as@The Mansion®, was
completed recently through the generous
help and support of Kelly Hobgood, Drew
Burrichter, Bert Rubano, Ed Long, David
Funk, Norm Falcone, Bill Meyer, Norm
Russell, Joe Harkins, and Ruth Giglio.
Thanks to their efforts, we now have a
aGreat Hall® for meetings in the Mansion
among other good things! The 9:00 am.
Monday and Friday Mass are being held
at the Parish Center once more. Thanks!!!

Support: Operation DVD!!!

My Nameis Tyler Allan and | am a con-
firmation candidate. | am collecting new
and gently used DVDsto send to troopsin
Iraq and Afghanistan. Because of the con-
stant danger, our troops cannot go outside
to play sports so they watch DV Ds for
entertainment. From now through January
14" | am supporting Operation DVD, a
non-profit organization that sends all
kinds of DVDsto troops (KidsDVDs are
also accepted and distributed to Military
bases overseas). If you would liketo help
me, please bring DV Ds for the troops and
place in a collection box in the back of the
church. Thank you for your support!!!

For more information:
http://www.operationdvd.us)

Parish School News

We would like to remind those who are
involved in the Annual Fund to consider
making an end-of-the-year giftsto char-
ity. The Parish School has been desig-
nated a 501c3 charity by the IRS, and all
donations you make are tax deductible.
Over the years, the generosity of our most
reliable supporters to the cause of Catho-
lic education certainly is much noticed
and appreciated!

Catholic Charities Need Volunteers
Catholic Charitiesisin need of volunteers
to help organize afundraiser to support its
healthcare ministries. This fundraiser will
be a concert wine & cheese reception to
be held Sunday, February 18thin the
Charleston area. If you can lend a hand to
support this effort, please call Anne Marie
Zur at 843-402-9115 ext. 15.

Father Paul@ Jubilee
Sunday January 7"

On this Feast of the Epiphany,

the 9:30 am. Mass will be a

children®Mass. Our usual

hospitality time afterwards will be for the
children of our parish, for them to join Father
Paul in celebrating his 40" anniversary.

There will be aMass of Thanksgiving at 3:30
p.m. at Cario School, followed by a reception
at All Saints Church. The adults and young
adults of confirmation age of our parish are
invited to the reception.

Because of the excellent response and so we
may be able to provide convenient parking for
out-of-town guests, we ask you to consider
carpooling to the reception. Parking at All
Saints Church is limited! Thank you for your
cooperation. We look forward to seeing you!

ECCO: Heaters Needed!!!

If you would like to donate a gently used
heater, please drop it off at the East Cooper
Community Outreach (ECCO) building.

We welcome monetary donations. Please
write check to ECCO (note: Heaters) and send
it to 1145 Six Mile Rd, Mt Pleasant 29466.

Readings for the Week of Dec. 24"

Sun.—4" Sunday of Advent— Micah 5:1-4a;
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45
Sun.-Christmas Eve- | saiah 9:1-6;
Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14
Mon.—Christmas Day- Isaiah 52:7-10;
Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18
Tue— Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59;
Matthew 10:17-22
Wed.— 1 John 1:1-4; John 20:2-8
Thu.— 1 John 1:5-2:2; Matthew 2:13-18
Fri.— 1 John 2:3-11; Luke 2:22-35
Sat.— 1 John 2:12-17; Luke 2:36-40

The atar flowers this Sunday
are offered by the Bolling
family, in celebration of &
thanksgiving of daughter
Maya Camille's 7" birthday.

“What can | give Him, poor as| am?
If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb,
If | were awise man, | would do my part,
Yet what | can, | give Him, give my heart.”
(C. Rossetti)

Stewardship December 16-17, 2006
will be published next week.

We wish you all a Happy Christmas!!!

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




