JL) SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

cjr: APRIL 23, 2006
A Message from Father Paul

Today, the eighth day of our Easter Celebration is not the “First Sunday after Easter”!
And if you thought it was, even for a moment, you should be draped in sackcloth and ashes and
be doing penance! (Have you heard me say this before?)

Because today is the Second Sunday of Easter!

After forty days of Lent, and three days of Passover, we are now celebrating FIFTY DAY 'S of
Eastertide. That will bring us to the great feast of Pentecost.

These days are the overflow from the Easter Vigil, like a honeymoon, fifty days of rejoicing! |
hope you are hard at it!

So Easter isfar from over, in fact it has only just begun. And this “feast of feasts’ stretches out
before us—full of promise and joy.

Thisisthe hope that the Church has, not just for “religious’ people, “holy” people, whoever
they might be! It isthe hope for us all —you and me!

This Sunday has many names. It is the “ Octave day of Easter”, or “Dominicain Albis’ — Latin
for White Sunday: a reference to the white garments given to the Elect at their Baptism at the
Easter Vigil, and worn by them for the entire Octave. It isreferred to as “Quasi Modo Sunday”
from the first two words of the Latin entry chant for the Mass on this day — not very helpful to
us nowadays. And most unhelpful of al isthetitle “Low Sunday”. Last Sunday we were on a
high, and this Sunday we are on alow. NO! There is nothing low about this Sunday at all! Low
hereisnot in contrast to high. It is simply aword coming from the German meaning “Last”- the
last day of the Easter Octave.

Our Easter joy is not something that turns usin on ourselves in some self-centered orgy of self-
satisfaction. Far from it! That would be atravesty of what we are all about. When the disciples
|eft the upper room where they had received the Holy Spirit, it was “Easter Joy” that they were
enabled to share and spread far and wide — even to the ends of the earth! Our Easter joy isfor us
to share, so that in our joy we will make a difference.

Our Joy isthe “Good News” that we have to spread around. That is God's mission for each of
us, given to usin our Baptism.

All of usare called to be missionaries!
Some of us are called — have the vocation - to go into the mission fields of the Church in Africa,
Latin America, parts of Asiaand Eastern Europe, to spread the Good News of Christ, that he
lived and died for us and rose again that each of us might share in the new life with himin eter-
nity!

But we do not necessarily have to go so far afield. Right on our own door steps—in our parish
- there is plenty of opportunity to be areal missionary and to spread Easter joy to many around
us who have never experienced that joy! By joyfully and sensitively sharing what we have, by
our joyful dealing with others, by our compassion and our joyful caring service of themin
whatever way presents itself, we are being true missionaries, in a very understated but life-

giving way.
And in the giving we will find that we will aso receive — and from the very people whom we

are called to serve. The Lord is hever outdonein giving, and we will receive our reward a hun-
dredfold, but probably in away and from a quarter we least expect. God is a God of surprises!

Today we have the privilege and joy of welcoming Fr. William Gore to lead our community in
our Eucharistic celebration, and to tell us something of the great missionary work of his congre-
gation, the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales. Father has been active in the mission of field of the
Ukraine, based in Lviv. It ismy hope that by relating his experiences, by his example and that
of his confreres, he will open our hearts to hear God's call to be joyful ambassadors for Christ
asheplansusto be. | aso hope that we will support their work with our prayers for missionar-
iesall over the world — especially those who are being persecuted at thistime, for their joyful
Easter witness. | am most grateful to Fr. Gore for coming to share his missionary zeal with us
so devotedly.

Asyou know, we do not have second collectionsin our parish, but rather encourage all parish-
ionersto tithe and give sacrificialy to the first collection on a weekly basis. In this way the
parish asawholeis able to support Father and his missionary work with a donation of $1,000.

| ask parishioners who may wish to add to this donation, to make a personal check payable to
St. Benedict Church and clearly mark it for the Missionary appeal. | will see that their donations
will be forwarded to the Oblates with that of parish in atimely manner.

A Letter From the Bishop

Dear Friendsin Christ,

Catholicsin parishes across the nation
are being asked to contribute to the
Catholic Home Missions Appeal. But
what isa "home mission"? And why
should we support it?

You know the answer if you have ever
visited eastern Kentucky or Tennesses;
driven through rural Georgia, Ala-
bama, and Mississippi; spent time on
the Mexican border, or passed through
scattered small towns in Wyoming,
Montana, and Oregon. Those little
brick or clapboard churches you see
along the way, housing pockets of
Catholic faithful, are Home Missions.

Consider these facts for a moment:
*The archdiocese of Anchorage has
only 19 active priests to serve all of
central Alaska.

*The Diocese of Lubbock in north Texas
has 33 priests to cover 62 parishes and
missions.

*The Diocese of Little Rock, which cov-
ersall of Arkansas, has 108 priests for
124 parishes and missions.

*There are 72 priestsin the entire state
of Utah, 56 in the state of Idaho, and
only 47 in the state of Wyoming.

The Church is quite fragilein many
parts of the United States where Catho-
licsare a small minority. Currently
some 85 dioceses rely on the Catholic
Home Missions Appeal for

Parish support

*Youth ministry

*Evangelization

*Ministry with growing populations of
Hispanics

eLay ministry training African Ameri-
cans, Asians, and Native Americans
*Seminary formation

*Religious education

This year, the Catholic Home Missions
Appeal is giving more than $3million to
the dioceses along the Gulf Coast that
lay in the path of Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita, or that hosted refugees from
the storm. Dozens of parish churches
and schools in Louisiana and Missis-
sippi were destroyed or damaged, but
Catholic communities are determined to
carry on. They need help not only to
repair and replace buildings, but also
to restore the pastoral programs at the
heart of any parish.

Helping satisfy the spiritual needs of
our neighbors across the country unites
all of us as a Catholic family. I invite
you to respond generously to the Catho-
lic Home Missions Appeal. Please help
strengthen our Church at home.

Sincerely yoursin Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston

(Envelopes for this collection are
provided in the April packet.)

Parish Phone Number: 216-0039; Website: www.stbenedictparish.org

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883




Week of April 24-30, 2006

Mon. - Fri. NO MASS

Sat. 5:00 p.m. All Saints Lutheran

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages 4-6)

All areinvited to come and celebrate in the

daily Masses. See the website for maps,

any changesin the Mass schedules and

other parish information including registra-

tion forms.

Ministry Schedule

Schedule - April 29 —Saturday Vigil M ass
Scripture Readings—See Sunday Liturqy

Reading | Jean Sullivan
Reading |1 Drew Burrichter

Ushers Randy Cooper, Susan Cooper
CrossBearer Lisa Cottingham

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Jeanne Burke
Cup: Georgia Hazelton, Hampton Lee

Schedule - April 30 - Sunday L iturgy
Scripture Readings
Reading |: Acts3:13-15, 17-19

Araba Appiagyei-Danka

Reading I1: 1 John 2:1-5a Dolores Vogel
Gospel: Luke 24:35-48
Prayers of the Faithful Joe Mueller

Front Door Greeters
The Brimmer Family

Guest/Visitor Reqgistration Leo Albano

Ushers Paul Kowalchick, Paulette Joyce,
Fred Gamble, Barbara Gamble,
Mindy Carroll

Altar Servers
(Please contact Patrick McDavid.)

CrossBearer Wynn Harding

Children’s L iturgy of the Word
Stephanie Kelleher, Elaine Gautier

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Peggy Harkins, Michael McAdams,
Maryann Russell, Caroline Stoll

Cup: BarbaraMiracky, Jane O'Brien,
Michael Okpych, Jim Stott, Thomas Allen,
Gerald Blanchard

Nursery
Juice: Lori Gerding

Snack: Kim & Tom Allen
Check-in: Cathy Gough
Amy McCarthy

Hospitality

Wendy Albano, Melissa Allred,

Agnes Appiagyei-Danka, Dianne Brimmer,
Paula Burrichter, Sandy Burwell,

Patty Carek, Chris Conway

Collection Counters
Mike Catanzarite, Diane Costa

St. Benedict Bulletin Sponsor s

ATTENTION!
NOW ISTHE TIME!

If you are a Business Owner or a
Business Professiona who would like
to advertise in thisweekly Bulletin
we are inviting new sponsors
for thisyear.

Please call the Parish Center
at 216-0039
to get your name on the list.

New Parishioners Welcome Party
The Newcomers Gathering at the home of
Peggy & Joe Harkins will be on Friday,
April 28" at 7:00 p.m.

COK-SM School Spring Gala

The COK-SM School Spring Galawill be
held Saturday, April 29". It promisesto
be a super evening! There will be asilent
auction starting at 7:00 p.m. and alive
auction starting at 8:45 p.m. Dance to the
sounds of Baby Phat as you sip cocktails
and enjoy heavy hors d®euvres. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Technology Fund
for the School. To get your ticket to fun,
contact Sherri O'Malley at 278-0605.

COK-SM Principal

Christ Our King-Stella Maris School is
accepting applications for principal. Our
school enjoys an excellent reputation as
thoroughly Catholic and academically
excellent. The successful candidate must
be a practicing Catholic who is able to
continue the spirit of academic achieve-
ment and provide essential leadership in
maintaining a vigorous Christian environ-
ment. Position is available for the 2006-
2007 school year. Applications must be
received by Friday, May 5"

For more information and to apply, go to
http: //mww.catholic-doc.org then click on
Diocesan Departments/Human Resources
/Employment Opportunities

ECCO Golf Tournament

When: May 8" (The Captains Choice
tournament begins at noon.)

Where: Rivertowne Country Club

The cost of $100 per player includes fees
and cart; lunch; awards reception.

To register, call 849-9220, or go to:
www.eccocharleston.org then click events

International Prayer for Peace
Please keep in your prayers the celebra-
tion of the International Prayer for Peace:
aRdligions and Cultures: the Courage of
Diaogue," in Washington D.C. on April
26-27. For more information, visit:

http: //prayerfor peace.georgetown.edu/

Would You Liketo Host a Daily Mass?
On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, we
celebrate Mass at parishioners homes. Our
daily Massis awonderful opportunity to listen
to the Word of God and share in the homily
discussion, and receive the Eucharist, in a
more personal setting. If you would like to
host a daily Mass, please call Sue Gonzales at
216-8080, or Caroline Stoll at 884-2215.

Morning Prayer at St. Benedict

All areinvited to join in our Morning Prayer
at the Parish Center at 9:00 a.m., Monday to
Friday, through April 28",

Scriptur e Reflection

Beginning May 2™, we will meet again to
reflect on the upcoming Sunday' s Scriptures.
The new schedule will be an hour before the
Tuesday evening Mass. The schedule and
location will be announced later.

Sacrament Dates
May 7: First Communion
May 28: Confirmation

Youth Ministry Calendar ...

April 29: Tier 2 Trivia @ Oakdale Heights
(10:00 a.m. - Noon)

May 7:  Tier 3 Mtg. (6:00 p.m. at Hunton’s)

May 7:  Tier 2 Mtg. (6:00 p.m. at TBD)

The atar flowers this Sunday
are offered by the McGee
family, in loving memory

of Leo Socha.

Readings for the Week of April 23
Sun.+ Acts 4:32-35; John 5:1-6; John 20:19-31
Mon.+ Acts 4:23-31; John 3:1-8
Tues.+ 1 Peter 5:5-14; Mark 16:15-20
Wed.+ Acts 5:17-26; John 3:16-21
Thu.+ Acts 5:27-33; John 3:31-36
Fri.+ Acts 5:34-42; John 6:1-15
Sat. + Acts 6:1-7; John 6:16-2

“Jesus said to them (disciples) again,

“ Peace be with you.
Asthe Father has sent me, so | send you.
(John 20:21)

Good Friday Collection—April 14, 2006
Shrines of the Holy Land $1,122.75

Stewardship April 15-16, 2006

Total Contributions $13,326.58
Easter $3,640.00
Catholic Charities $15.00
Our Tithe $1,331.16

Bulletin submission deadline is Monday at 12 noon. Fax submissions to 843-928-3447, or e-mail to bulletin@stbenedictparish.org.




