JL’ PENTECOST SUNDAY

CUP MAY 15, 2005

A Message from Father Paul

TODAY IS THE FEAST OF PENTECOST - the day when the Lord gave us new birth in the
Spirit — it isthe Birthday of the Church!

Today's feast is the grand finale of seven weeks of Easter celebration. As such it ranks after
Easter itself as the most important in the entire Church calendar. Like Easter, it is a day filled
with rejoicing — when Alleluiais our song.

What does the coming of the Holy Spirit mean to us — personally? Yes, he comes to us in the
Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. These Sacraments, like al the Sacraments, are our
celebration of what God has done in our lives to bring us to where we are now on our journey of
faith, what he is doing as we celebrate, and what we are confident he will do in and through usin
time to come. God does the action — we do the celebrating! We are good at that in the Church.

The Sacraments are outward signs of the relationship that God is forging between us and himself
each day and every day, aslong as we do not block his Spirit at work within us. By God’s Spirit,
we are transformed from living life in our own self-important and self-centered way, into living
it God'sway - in his Spirit. It isthat Spirit that enables us to BE Christ for each other, not just to
represent him!

In today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we are told of the experience of the disci-
ples gathered with Mary in the upper room, waiting on the Lord — in prayer —and in fear of what
might be in store for them. Suddenly, what sounds like a hurricane came upon them — with fire-
works to boot! St. Luke tells us: “There appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and
came to rest on each one of them.” Why tongues of fire? What was this fire?

Fireis a very evocative symbol of what the Spirit is and does in our lives. Fire is one of the pri-
mordial elements that make up our life. Fire touches each of our lives at crucial points, and in
crucia ways.

FIRE WARMS US!

FIRE GIVES US ENERGY'!

FIRE THROWS LIGHT!

FIRE IS EMPOWERING!

FIRE ISALL-CONSUMING!

FIRE PURIFIESWHAT IT LIGHTS UP—- AND BURNS!

FIRE CAUSES WHAT IT CONSUMES TO SPARKLE AND GLOW!

FIRE IS A FRIGHTENING THING -NOT TO BE MEDDLED WITH, UNLESS YOU ARE
PREPARED FOR THE CONSEQUENCES!

FIRE IS USED IN THE FOREST TO CLEAR AWAY DEBRIS AND ROTTENNESS TO
MAKE ROOM FOR NEW GROWTH!

FIRE IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS!

IT GOESWHERE THE WIND MOVESIIT!

FIRE SPREADS!

FIRE ISUNSPEAKABLY BEAUTIFUL!

Not many of us would, by preference, walk through fire to achieve our goals! We are adept at
putting it out, or sidestepping the effects of it. Likewise, we are adept at sidestepping the Spirit,
or even extinguishing it altogether when the going becomes too heavy for our liking — when to
live and act by the Spirit — God's Spirit - would be inconvenient, costly or uncomfortable. Y et,
to evade the Spirit in our livesis to do violence to ourselves, to finish up like the charred, half
burned mess that remains when the fire has not been allowed to do its natural thing and complete
its work.

To alow ourselves to be consumed by the fire of God's love is a fearful step. But as we are
caught up in that fire, we become part of what energizes, what lights up the world around us.
People filled with the Holy Spirit are easily spotted by the sparkle and warmth of their personal-
ity. They glow and generate warmth in others as Christ himself did when walking alongside the
disciples on the way to Emmaus: “Did not our hearts glow within us as he talked to us on the
road, and explained the Scripturesto us?’ (Lk24:32)

Being Christ for each other, we too are called to be on fire with the Spirit, and in that Spirit to
cause othersto glow! And so our prayer today is:

COME HOLY SPIRIT, FILL THE HEARTS OF YOUR FAITHFUL AND ENKINDLE IN
THEM THE FIRE OF YOUR LOVE. SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT ....AND RENEW THE
FACE OF THE EARTH - ALLELUIA!

Parish Phone Number :
St Vincent de Paul:

216-0039
727-1883

Thedeadline for information submit-
ted to this bulletin: M onday 12 noon.
Fax submissions to 843-928-3447 or
e-mail to stbenedictparish@aol.com

A Letter From the Bishop
Dear Friendsin Christ,

As Christians, we are called to
share the Good News of God'sre-
demptive love for each and every
one of us. Our Lord calls upon us
to "Go into the whole world and
proclaim the gospel to every crea-
ture" (Mark 16:15). How do we do
that in today's world? For more
than twenty-five years, the Catholic
Communication Campaign, in part-
nership with our diocesan commu-
nications office, has been a signifi-
cant voice in the media... The CCC
plays an important role in our soci-
ety. It merits our continued support.

Snce 50% of your contribution to
the CCC's annual campaign stays
right here to support our own local
projects, your generosity has a
direct benefit at home. In our dio-
cese, funds support the Official
Internet site of the Catholic Dio-
cese of Charleston, radio and tele-
vision equipment that will help the
diocese produce local program-
ming, the annual Diocesan Direc-
tory, various publications and an e-
mail/fax network with all Catholic
parishes in the state.

The remaining 50% supports
CCC'srecent activities nationwide:
- Catholic Bookmarks...

- Faith Works

- "La Familia Unida Esperanza en
la Vida"

- Parishes, dioceses, and individu-
als can click on the CCC web site
for streaming video programs
highlighting such topics as Na-
tive American Catholics, the
spirituality of dying, socially
responsible investing, aswell as
breaking news and interviews
with newsmakers.

| invite you to visit the web site:
www. CatholicCommunicationCam
paign.org ... Finally, | ask that you
make a generous contribution ...
With your help, the Catholic Com-
munications Campaign and the
Diocese of Charleston will continue
to proclaim the Good News each
and every day.

Sncerely yoursin Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston

This collection will be taken on
May 22.




Week of May 16 - May 22, 2005

Mon. NO MASS Parish Center
6:00 p.m., Scripture Study

Tues. NO MASS
Wed. NO MASS.

Thurs. NO MASS
Fri. NO MASS

Sun. 9:30 am. Carioin Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages-4-6)

All areinvited to come and celebratein
the daily Masses. See the website for
maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Weekday Readings

Mon. 5/16+ Sirach 1:1-10; Mark 9:14-29
Tue. 5/17+ Sirach 2:1-11; Mark 9:30-37
Wed. 5/18+ Sirach 4:11-19; Mark 9:38-40
Thu. 5/18+ Sirach 5:1-8; Mark 9:41-50
Fri. 5/20+ Sirach 6:5-17; Mark 10:1-12
Sat. 5/21+ Sirach 17:1-15; Mark 10:13-16

The atar flowers this Sun-
day are offered by the
McKay family.

When you welcome a

new baby into your

home, we also would
like to welcome your newest family
member to our St. Benedict community.

We will arrange to come and take a
photo of your baby to be displayed at
Church and to publish a notice of our
newest arrival in thisbulletin.

Please notify George & Jane O'Brien by
calling 971-1818.

St. Benedict Bulletin Sponsors

If you are a business owner or a profes-
sional and would like to advertise in this
weekly bulletin to help cover the publi-
cation cost, please call the Parish Center.

Save the Date—River Dogs Game
St. Benedict' s night at the baseball game.
Charleston RiverDogs vs. Augusta at Joe
Riley Stadium, Friday, June 24™. Cost is
$12 which includes ticket and pre-game
picnic (and fireworks!). Sign-up will
begin in afew weeks. Questions? Please
call Bob or Marilee Little (971-0458).

Hospice Volunteers Needed
Hospice of Charleston provides profes-
sional and compassionate care designed
to enable a person diagnosed with ater-
minal illnessto live comfortably at
home. Hospice volunteers provide sup-
port and companionship to patients and
their familiesin a home hospice situa-
tion. Would you like to be a

part of this new St. Benedict

ministry? Please contact

Tom Campbell at 849-6848.

Altar ServersMinistry

Any confirmed youth parishioners are
invited to become altar servers. There
will be a mandatory training session to
be held on Saturday, May 21% at 10:00
p.m., at the Parish Center. Please call
Susanna Bleyer (884-7456 or 817-3122).

Sacristy & Ushers Needed
Volunteers are always needed! Anyone
who desires to become part of any of our
St. Benedict ministries, feel freeto sign-
up anytime. Two ministries that have
immediate need for more volunteersto
help distribute the work load are the
ministries of Sacristy and Ushers. Call
Andy Rusciolelli at 303-2913 (Sacristy)
Terry Gray at 884-1410 (Ushers).

For information on other ministries, call
the Parish Center, or you may obtain a
Ministry Directory from the Registration
table after Sunday Mass.

Hats Off to Caregivers L uncheon
If you are the caregiver for aloved one,
our hats are off to you. You are invited
to aluncheon in your honor on Tuesday,
May 24" at 12 noon, in the Sister Mary
Cyril Senior Center, Christ Our King.
Please RSV P to 884-0065 no later than
Thursday, May 19™.

Marriagefor Life Workshop
Marriage for Life Workshop can be a
great way to learn more about one an-
other and the commitment of marriage.
A new series will begin June 11. For
more information or to register, please
call Jerry Arter at 797-1555 or email at
arter-gll@comcast.net. Y our reserva-
tion must be received by June 3.

BEHS Basketball Camps

Bishop England will host basketball
camps this summer for incoming grades
6-10 students (Girls@amp is June 6-10,
Boys@ampsis June 13-17 & June 20-
24) at $125 per session. Call Bill Runey
at 849-9599 ext. 26 or Paul Runey ext
54. Y ou may download an application
form at www.besports.net.

Schedule - May 22, 2005

Scripture Readings
Reading I: Exodus34:4b-6,8-9  Tim Hensch
Reading I1: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 Sue Hensch
Gospel: John 3:16-18

Prayers of the Faithful

Sue Christopher

Front Door Greeters
Douglas & Austin Tortorici

Guest/Visitor Registration
Sue Gonzales

Ushers

Paul Kowalchick, Tom Couture,
Richard Garcia, Gerald Blanchard,
Linda Koch, Paulette Joyce

Altar Servers
Ryan Foster, Christina Hensch

Cross Bearer
Kevin Carpentier

Children’sLiturqgy of the Word
Larisa Dahabi, Tara Johnson

Offertory Gift Bearers
Emmanuel Lepoutre Family

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Mary Helen Gammon, Terry Gray,
Sue Hensch, Marilee Little
Cup: Wynn Harding, Joe Harkins,
Georgia Hazelton, Robert Little,
Michael McAdams, Barbara Miracky

Nursery
Juice: David Funk

Snack: Pat & AlisaTykal
Check-in: Kristin Jacksa
Georgia French, Alison Kennedy

Hospitality

Hostesses. Patty Tykal, LidiaRiley
Dessert: Joan Stadelman, Kathy Tahmoush,
TinaTartaglia, Chris & Katie Tokarz,

Lynn Tortorici, Julie Turner, Cecelia Ward,
Fran Wrobleski, Kelly van Vliet

Collection Counters
David Costa, Michagl Catanzarite

“Lord, make me a channel of your peace
through generous giving of myself, so others
may be served.”

Stewardship May 8, 2005

Tota Contributions $7,744.78
Ascension $110.00
Catholic Charities $ 326.00

Our Tithe $741.88




