
 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 MAY 8, 2005                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 
Today we have had the privilege of welcoming Bishop Robert Baker, the principal pastor of our 
Diocese of Charleston, into our community, to preside over our Eucharist and to anoint with the 
Holy Spirit, twelve of our young members. Over the several months, they have been preparing to 
receive the sacrament of Confirmation, and to take up the responsibilities in the community that this 
step implies, as we walk the journey of faith side by side.   
 

Our confirmands are: Michael Bisnett, Dacia Brown, Alex Cook, Samantha Dahabi, Lauren DiNi-
cola, Sarah Griffin, Austin Hamburger, Andrew Hensch, Matthew Phillips, John Pulley, Jennifer 
Riley and Alyson Schoedler. Congratulations to you all! May the Spirit move strongly in you as she 
leads you forward in faith. And may she blow strongly through you that we may all be “ inspired” . 
“The life - and death - of each of us has its influence on others.”  (Romans 14:7).  In a real sense, 
through your inspiration by the Holy Spirit in this sacrament, life has changed for us all! 
 

As chief shepherd of the Church of Charleston, Bishop Robert has an awesome task and responsi-
bility.  He must teach, administer the sacraments and order all things that the flock under his care, 
may thrive and grow in the Spirit of the Lord, as we all work together for the building up of the 
community. His responsibilities extend over 155,000 Catholics throughout the state of South Caro-
lina, in all their rich ethnic diversity. He must bind them together, that we may be one community – 
one body in Christ. He must see to the careful management of all the “ temporalities”  of the Church, 
and oversee the administration of the many institutions of pastoral work and religious life, to which 
the Church has given birth. These include, among other things, 3 major Catholic hospitals caring 
for nearly 360,000 patients, 7 special centers for Social Services assisting some 41,000 people, 4 
High Schools and 26 Elementary Schools with a combined total of 20,711 students. We are greatly 
blessed in his ministry, and have every reason to be proud to be associated with it ourselves. 
 

Of course, the Bishop cannot be expected to shoulder this work single-handed. He is assisted in the 
pastoral work by the 130 active priests, 84 permanent deacons, 20 religious brothers and the 131 
religious sisters in the diocese, together with many of our dedicated lay folks.  Specifically, he has 
around him a body of advisers and administrators – many of them lay people in full time employ-
ment with the diocese – who are collectively known as his “Curia” . Those working in the curial 
offices function as a “ministry”  to the community. They assist each of us in performing our specific 
role within the overall diocesan family. They also coordinate much of the outreach work of the dio-
cese. 
 

Clearly, there are never enough laborers to work in the vineyard of the diocese as we would wish. 
Some tell us that the shortage of priestly and religious vocations is a disaster for the Church. I 
would like to suggest that the Lord knows what he is doing and will never leave his flock untended. 
However he may have plans for the tending of the flock that we have not thought of.  He may actu-
ally be challenging us. He may be making it possible for the very able and dedicated laity that 
forms the bulk of the Church of God, to take on more responsibility for the care and outreach of the 
community at every level.  The Church is, after all, what we make of it under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. And in the light of the needs of the Church, we see the importance of the empowerment 
in the Holy Spirit that our confirmands have received at the hands of the Bishop today. There are so 
many important ministries for us all to fulfill.  If we do not put our hands to the plough, who will? 
 

Having said that, we as a diocese are greatly blessed with 18 seminarians currently studying for 
priestly service in our diocese.  Could we do with more? Most certainly!  We need to pray for voca-
tions to the priesthood and to religious life in all its varied forms.  We also need to make ourselves 
responsible for creating the kind of atmosphere within our own family, our parish and our schools 
in which such vocations will flourish.  When, if ever, did you encourage our son or daughter to 
consider the possibility of a vocation within the Church? If we as “Christ”  for each other in our 
family and the community do not issue his call, who will? By the same token we all also need to 
ask ourselves honestly what we are doing to actively build up the Lord’s Kingdom in our own sec-
tion of the vineyard. 
 

All this ministry needs the support of the community in prayer, and also administratively and finan-
cially.  I was very proud to include with last week’s bulletin a newsletter from the Diocesan offices, 
announcing that we have exceeded our donation target of $14,800 for this years Bishop’s Steward-
ship Appeal, for funds to support all our diocesan enterprises.  This represents the giving of 41 pa-
rishioner families. Bless them all for that! And thank you! 
 

It would be good if those, who have not so far had a donation to the Bishop’s Stewardship Appeal 
in mind, could see their way to putting it there, so that with their help also, we can all play our part 
in supporting the Bishop in his work for us. Please do not be surprised, those of you who have not 
yet contributed, if you hear from his office again, in encouraging terms, before too long. 

 

Par ish Phone Number :      216-0039 
 

St. Vincent de Paul:           727-1883 
 

The deadline for information submit-
ted to this bulletin: Monday 12 noon. 
Fax submissions to 843-928-3447 or 
e-mail to stbenedictparish@aol.com 

A Letter From the Bishop 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

As Christians, we are called to 
share the Good News of God's re-
demptive love for each and every 
one of us. Our Lord calls upon us 
to "Go into the whole world and 
proclaim the gospel to every crea-
ture" (Mark 16:15). How do we do 
that in today's world? For more 
than twenty-five years, the Catholic 
Communication Campaign, in part-
nership with our diocesan commu-
nications office, has been a signifi-
cant voice in the media... The CCC 
plays an important role in our soci-
ety. It merits our continued support. 
 

Since 50% of your contribution to 
the CCC's annual campaign stays 
right here to support our own local 
projects, your generosity has a 
direct benefit at home. In our dio-
cese, funds support the Official 
Internet site of the Catholic Dio-
cese of Charleston, radio and tele-
vision equipment that will help the 
diocese produce local program-
ming, the annual Diocesan Direc-
tory, various publications and an e-
mail/fax network with all Catholic 
parishes in the state. 
 

The remaining 50% supports 
CCC's recent activities nationwide: 
- Catholic Bookmarks… 
- Faith Works 
- "La Familia Unida Esperanza en   

la Vida" 
- Parishes, dioceses, and individu-

als can click on the CCC web site 
for streaming video programs 
highlighting such topics as Na-
tive American Catholics, the 
spirituality of dying, socially 
responsible investing, as well as 
breaking news and interviews 
with newsmakers. 

 

I invite you to visit the web site: 
www.CatholicCommunicationCam
paign.org and to explore all the 
materials available to you and your 
family. Finally, I ask that you make 
a generous contribution to this 
year's collection. With your help, 
the Catholic Communications Cam-
paign and the Diocese of Charles-
ton will continue to proclaim the 
Good News each and every day. 
 
 

  Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 Most Reverend Robert J. Baker 
  Bishop of Charleston 



Schedule - May 15, 2005 
 

Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Acts 2:1-11     Deb McGee 
Reading II: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 
 Jim Phillips 
Gospel: John 20:19-23 
Prayers of the Faithful              Wendy Albano               
 

Front Door  Greeters 
Jim, Jennifer & Nicole Riley 
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration 
Marianne Johnson 
 

Ushers  Mike Podiak, Jeff Scott, 
Hampton Lee, Hedy Hodge, Jeff Peterson, 
Fred Gamble, Dom Del Grosso 
  

Altar  Servers 
Patrick Kelleher, Joe McMullen 
 

Cross Bearer   Sandy Funk 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Sister Nancy, Cathy Gough 
 

Offer tory Gift Bearers   
Hampton Lee Family 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread:  Caroline Stoll, Jim Stott,  
 Tom Campbell, Bert Carlin 
Cup:  Carol Blanchard, Gerald Blanchard, 
 Jeanne Burke, Mindy Carroll, 
 Chris Conway, Barbara Gamble 
 

Nursery 
Juice:  Wendy & Leo Albano 
Snack:  Andy Cook 
Check-in:  Kendall Cook 
Dawn Heavey, Ana McClure 
 

Hospitality   
Hostesses:  Rebecca Lee, Sheila Richardson  
Desser t:  Karen Miller, Jane O©Brian, 
 Lois O©Keefe, Hedy Odnecky, 
 Katina & Michael Okpych, 
 Linda Patten, Leanna Potter, 
 Betty Potts  
 

Collection Counters 
Dom Del Grosso, Dawn Heavey 

 

Week of  May 9 - May 15, 2005 
 

Mon. 10:30 a.m. Franke Home 
 Scr ipture Study 
 6:00 p.m. Par ish Center    

Tues.6:30 p.m. Park West±Arlignton                                                                                                                                                    
 Trent & Dori Bolling 
 2207 Andover Way          388-9969   

Wed. 9:00 a.m. Charleston National- 
 Harleston Green 
 Caroline Stoll 
 4053 Harleston Green 884-2215 
 

Thurs. 9:00 a.m.     Park West-Tennyson 
 Robert & Dana Tutela 
 3408 Henrietta Hartford 971-0777                                        
 

Fri. 9:00 a.m.               Parish Center 
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.         Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4) 
 Children' s Liturgy (ages-4-6)   
 

All are invited to come and celebrate in 
the daily Masses. See the website for 
maps, any changes in the Mass schedules 
and other parish information including 
registration forms. 

St. Benedict Bulletin Sponsors  
If you are a business owner or a profes-
sional and would like to advertise in this 
weekly bulletin to help cover the publi-
cation cost, please call the Parish Center. 
 

Hospice Volunteers Needed 
Hospice of Charleston provides profes-
sional and compassionate care designed 
to enable a person diagnosed with a ter-
minal illness to live comfortably at 
home. Hospice volunteers provide sup-
port and companionship to patients and 
their families in a home hospice situa-
tion. Would you like to be a part of this 
new St. Benedict ministry? Please con-
tact Tom Campbell at 849-6848. 
 

Altar  Servers Ministry  
Any confirmed youth parishioners are 
invited to become altar servers. There 
will be a mandatory training session to 
be held on Saturday, May 21st  at 10:00 
p.m., at the Parish Center. Please call 
Susanna Bleyer (884-7456 or 817-3122). 
 

ECCO Golf Tournament 
ECCO's 5th Annual Charity Golf Tour-
nament is May 16th at the River Towne 
Country Club. It will be a Captains 
Choice with a noon starting time, and an 
11:00 a.m. cookout. Call 849-9220 or go 
to www.eccocharleston.org, to register. 
 

Blessed Sacrament Lecture 
Sr. Pam Smith, SSCM, will present a 
lecture entitled "Why Me? Suffering and 
the Scriptures", on Thursday, May 12th, 
7:00 p.m., at the Blessed Sacrament 
Church in West Ashley. Call 817-2561. 
 

Marr iage for  L ife Workshop 
Whether you are looking 
forward to your wedding 
day or you have many years 
of experience, a Marriage 
for Life Workshop can be a 
great way to learn more 
about one another and the commitment 
of marriage. A new series will begin 
June 11.  For more information or to 
register, please call Jerry Arter at 797-
1555 or email at arter-q11@comcast.net. 
Your reservation must be received by 
June 3rd. 
 

BEHS Basketball Camps 
Bishop England will host basketball 
camps this summer for incoming grades 
6-10 students (Girls© camp is June 6-10, 
Boys© camps is June 13-17 & June 20-
24) at $125 per session. Call Bill Runey 
at 849-9599 ext. 26 or Paul Runey ext 
54. You may download an application 
form at www.besports.net. 

Weekday Readings 
 

Mon. 5/9±  Acts 19:1-8; John 16:29-33 
Tue. 5/10±  Acts 20:17-27; John 17:1-11 
Wed. 5/11±  Acts 20:28-38; John 17:11b-19 
Thu. 5/12±  Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; John 17:20-26 
Fri. 5/13±  Acts 25:13b-21; John 21:15-19 
Sat. 5/14± Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; John 15:9-17 

The altar flowers this 
Sunday are offered by 
the Klemicki family in 
honor of Peggy Romano 
on Mother' s Day, and 

by the Tokarz family in honor of John 
Pulley on his Confirmation. 

Sacr isty &  Ushers Needed 
Volunteers are always needed! Anyone 
who desires to become part of any of our 
St. Benedict ministries, feel free to sign-
up anytime. Two ministries that have 
immediate need for more volunteers to 
help distribute the work load are the min-
istries of Sacristy and Ushers. Please call 
Andy Rusciolelli at 303-2913 (Sacristy)  
Terry Gray at 884-1410 (Ushers). 
 

For information on other ministries, call 
the Parish Center, or you may obtain a 
Ministry Directory from the Registration 
table after Sunday Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 

“ Whoever is faithful in small matters will be 
faithful in large ones.”  (Luke 16:10) 
 

Stewardship May 1, 2005 

Total Contributions $ 6,833.25 

Catholic Home Mission $ 15.00 

Our Tithe $ 681.83 


