FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 13, 2005
A Message from Father Paul
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Lent is a school of prayer and conversion, a school of love and compassion. Each of us
needs to convert — to return to that school each year to re-learn the lessons, and learn them
well.

Lent is a time when our hopes can be renewed, our sufferings put into their right perspec-
tive. It is a time when the many lies and half-truths that we feed on can be trodden under
foot. We need to recognize them, name them, and deal with them.

Lent can especially help those of us who find life a struggle.

Many of us have to live with our inferiorities and complexes, our neuroses and hang-ups,
our broken promises to ourselves and to others, our frustrations, our sexual and moral fail-
ings, our dysfunctional relationships and our unfulfilled dreams.

One result of this can be the tendency to grow jealous, to wallow in self-pity, and to get very
envious of the lives of others.

Why, we wonder, do they seem to have in abundance, al the things we lack! And how an-
gry this sometimes makes us. And depressed!

We easily become disappointed with ourselves; we start to believe that there is nothing good
or positive in our lives. And instead of living our lives creatively, we put them on hold. We
get into arut.

We start to focus on what we lack — or think we lack. We get fixated on all the things we
long for and crave for.

We concentrate on the things which we believe are essential for our happiness, but which
we do not have. We may think we need and deserve:

A boyfriend or girlfriend; a marriage partner or children;

acertain career or salary; a certain prestige or recognition;

acertain physical beauty or personality; a certain security;

acertain place to live...or many, many other things.

We relativize or belittle our own lives to the point of being convinced that unhappiness,
loneliness, and failure are our lot!

In this kind of situation we keep fantasizing and escaping. Unable to accept the present, we
project our lives into the future. Happiness, we tell ourselves, belongs to tomorrow. And of
course, tomorrow never comes!

For those of us who think like this, Lent comes as an enormous corrective. It is a school that
can re-educate us. And save us from self centeredness and self pity.

Lent is ajourney of faith, filled with promise of healing and renewal. Lent is a favorable
moment. A precious gift of grace.

God sends us his Holy Spirit, the same Spirit which filled the heart of his beloved Son as he
made the journey of faith to his cross and resurrection.

This same Spirit can give us wisdom to discern everything that is good and positive in our
lives. The Holy Spirit can bring order out of our chaos and turn our sadnessinto joy.

Although we are reaching the end of Lent, the Holy Spirit can still help us to close the book
of our complaints againgt life and against others. It can help us to enter our sufferings with-
out being destroyed by them. It can help us reach out in love and compassion to those with
whom we share our lives.

The school is still open. The journey continues. It is never too late to join in on the Lenten
pilgrimage on which we are all engaged — our journey with Jesus through life, to the cross,
and to the resurrection — our resurrection - when we will be transfigured and be like him!

Parish Phone Number:  216-0039
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883

The deadline for information submitted
to thisbulletin is Tuesday at 10 am. Fax
submissions to 843-928-3447 or e-mail
to stbenedictparish@aol.com.

A Letter from the Bishop
Dear Friendsin Christ:

In the story of the Last Judgment,
Jesus reminds us to care for those in
need...

An important opportunity to express
Christian compassion and generosity
is The Catholic Relief Services Col-
lection. This is the new name for the
American Bishops's Over seas Appeal
(ABOA). The collection is scheduled
for March 19-20 in our Diocese. The
collection theme, Jesus in Disguise,
reminds us of the presence of Christ
in every one of our brothers and sis-
ters in need. The collection helps
build the Church's international so-
cial ministry by funding the work of
five agencies.

Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the
official international relief and de-
velopment agency of the U. S.
Catholic community, assists people
in 94 countries ...

Catholic Legal Immigration Net-
work, Inc. (CLINIC) is a new benefi-
ciary of the collection this year. It
provides a full range of legal and
supports services to Catholic pro-
grams directly representing poor
immigrants...

Migration and Refugee Services of
the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops annually resettles
one-quarter of the refugees admitted
to the United States ...

Social Development and World
Peace, a department of the United
Sates Conference of Catholic
Bishops, advocates, for poor and
vulnerable people and for interna-
tional peace and justice...

The Holy Father's Relief Fund as-
sists victims of natural disasters and
other emergencies around the
world.

By giving to The Catholic Relief
Services Collection you help care for
Jesus in Disguise. Thank you for
your generosity.

Sncerely yoursin Christ,

Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston




Week of March 14—20, 2005

Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center

5:30 p.m., Scripture Study
Caroline Stoll’sHome
4053 Harleston Green  884-2215

Tues. 6:30 p.m. Planter’s Pointe
Community Center Building
After Mass, pleasejoin usfor
Soup Supper / Sacraments Talk
Nursery isavailable (ages 1-4)!

Wed. 9:00 am. Darrell Creek
Gerald & Carol Blanchard
413 Commonwesalth Rd. 849-8588

Thurs. NO MASS

Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center
7 p.m., Prayer at the foot

of the Cross

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)!
Children’s Liturgy (ages-4-6)!

All areinvited to come and celebrate in

the daily Masses. See the website for

maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

First Communion Retreat

On Saturday, Mar. 19, there will bea
retreat for the children, parents and men-
tors preparing for First Communion. We
will meet at Ed and Lisa Cottingham’s
home from 10:00 am.-11:30 am.. The
children’s pictures will be taken.

Ecumenism Monthly Meeting
Please come to our next meeting on
Wednesday, March 16, 7 p.m., at the
home of Lisa Cottingham (881-3592).

Prayer Partners

You can till signup to

be a Prayer Partner. The

sign up sheet isin the

Hall. Isn®it comforting

to know that someoneis

praying for you! Look on

the table in the Hall to find out who you
have as a Prayer Partner. Questions? Call
Carol Blanchard 849-8588.

Changesin Bulletin Info Deadline
Please note that all information for the
Easter Sunday bulletin is due Friday,
Mar. 18 at 7 p.m. After Easter Sunday,
the new deadline for bulletin information
will be Monday at 12 noon.

Palms For Palm Sunday
Please remember to bring
large branches of palm or
greenery for next Sunday.

Place of Repose & Easter Plants
Everyone isinvited to bring a potted
plant, such as an Easter Lily, Hydrangea
or other on Holy Thursday to be used
for the Place of Repose, and on Holy
Saturday and Easter Sunday.

Lent-Holy Week-Easter Triduum

Passion/Palm Sunday — Mar ch 20,
9:30 am. at Cario. Our Liturgy begins
outside the Cafeteria. Please bring your
own palm branches or other greenery to
wave as a symbol of our fidelity to
Christ, and take them home to keep as
reminders of our commitment until Ash
Wednesday 2006.

Holy Thursday — March 24, 7 p.m. at
Cario. The nursery will be open! Let us
place the potted plant we brought to
adorn the Place of Repose as a symbol
of our prayerful intentions. Please also
plan to dedicate a generous amount of
time between the end of Mass and mid-
night for silent prayer and adoration.

Good Friday — March 25, 7 p.m. at
Cario. The nursery will be open! During
the Veneration of the Cross each of us
will leave a symbolic representation of
our personal failings at the foot of the
Cross, and journey toward Easter free of
what holds us back from the complete
saving grace of the Resurrection.

Easter Vigil + March 26, 8:30 p.m. at
Cario. The nursery will be open! All
parishioners are asked to wear white
clothes as areminder of our Baptism
and the white garment we then received.
Please remember to bring your Easter
Lily, Hydrangea or any green plant.
Easter Sunday + March 27, 9:30 am.
at Cario. We will renew our Baptismal
vows and welcome three infants into the
parish community through Baptism.

Lenten Lecturesat USC

USC will hold public lectures this week,
featuring New Testament scholar Dr.
Pheme Perkins as the guest speaker.
Thurs., March 17, 10 am.-"Looking at
the Passion.” (USC Hall)

Thurs., March 17, 8 p.m.-” Gospels,
Community and a Rule of Faith” (USC
Russell House)

Fri., March 18, 2 p.m.-” Gospels and the
Spiritual Quest” (Mepkin Abbey,
Moncks Corner)

Schedule - Palm Sunday—M ar ch 20, 2005
Scripture Readings

Gospel at the Procession:
Reading |: Isaiah 50:4-7

Matthew 21:1-11
Drew Burrichter

Reading I1: Philippians 2:6-11 Wendy Albano
Passion: Matthew 26:14-27:66 Joe Mueller
Prayer of the Faithful Tom Campbell

Front Door Greeters
Tim and Sue Hensch

Guest/Visitor Registration
Caroline Stoll

Ushers

Mike Podiak, Jeff Scott, Bob Brimmer,
Hampton Lee, Gerald Blanchard,

Dom Del Grosso, Jeff Peterson

Altar Servers
Andrew Russell, Matt Russell

Cross Bearer
Sandy Funk

Children’sLiturgy of the Word
Sister Nancy, Jason Fabrizio

Offertory Gift Bearers
Tim Hensch Family

Eucharistic Ministers

Bread: Sue Hensch, Tim Hensch, Robert Little,
Barbara Miracky

Cup: Hampton Lee, Howard Letts, Marilee Little,
Jane O’ Brien, Jerry O’'Keefe, Lois O’ Keefe

Nursery

Juice: Darin Bish

Snack: TinaTartaglia

Check-in: Diane Brimmer

Fabiolas Salas, Juanita Cedeno, Michelle Gross

Hospitality
Due to the solemnity of Palm Sunday, there will be
no Hospitality.

Collection Counters
Stanley Adams, Carole Harris

“ STEWARDSHIP iseverything | do after
| say | BELIEVE!” (Unknown)

Stewar dship March 13, 2005

Total Contributions $11,139.00
The Catholic Relief Services $445.00
St. Vincent de Paul $317.00
Our Tithe $1,037.70




