
 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 MARCH 6, 2005                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 
Pablo Picasso – arguably the greatest painter of modern times – came from Andalusia.  He 
was born in the Spanish holiday resort of Malaga, in 1881. 
 

When he was still only a small child, a huge fire broke out in the city. It was a night of 
chaos, commotion, and very great danger. 
 

Years later Picasso recalled that night and described how, through all the chaos and commo-
tion and danger, he was carried in a baby-sling, on his father’s chest, absolutely safe, snug 
and unafraid.  He observed all the turmoil around him, from a secure, protected and “safe 
place” . While others feared for their lives, he did not. 
 

This childhood experience affected his work as an artist. Art critics point out that Picasso 
painted from precisely that perspective: a safe place from which he could observe all the 
bedlam and disorder in the world, while feeling absolutely secure himself. 
 

We all need this kind of experience: the experience of security, of feeling protected, and of 
having a “safe place” . Without it the bedlam, chaos and suffering we see all around us – or 
we experience within ourselves – can be overwhelming and destructive. 
 

At the Last Supper, St. John rested his head on the breast of Jesus.  The Gospel records this 
gesture of unique friendship and intimacy.  It was also a deep experience of love and secu-
rity.  And it was this experience that made it possible for St. John not to be overwhelmed by 
the injustice and horror of Christ’s passion and crucifixion. Of all the disciples, only St. 
John stood faithfully at the foot of the cross.  The others were unable to face the situation. 
They ran away. 
 

Some events are so chaotic, so shocking, so dreadful, that we too find it impossible to face 
them. We escape.  Or we go into denial. The holocaust, the genocide of Rwanda, the dread-
ful atrocities of our modern warfare, torture in our own prisons, or the tsunami that recently 
so ravaged many countries in Asia – we would rather turn the other way than face them 
head on. 
 

How can we face such things? Can we ever make any sense of them? 
 

And there are other events too; events of personal suffering; the tragedies of our own lives, 
the guilt, the commotion and chaos inside ourselves.  These too can be overwhelming, 
unless we have a deep experience of security, of being loved, of being held, of having a 
“safe place” . And most of all an experience of being close to the heart of God; a transform-
ing experience of being close to Love itself! 
 

Only then can we face situations of great suffering and pain; or live through events we sim-
ply do not understand. 
 

And such a situation is provided for us when we approach the all loving God in the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation that we shall be celebrating together this week. On that occasion let 
us dare to rest our heads on the breast of Jesus where we will be secure, tucked up close to 
his loving heart as we hear him speak, through the ministry of the priest, those healing 
words that we all need to hear so badly. 
 

It is so good that you will be there! Never mind how long it is since you last laid yourself 
open to that loving and forgiving embrace. Never mind how ashamed you may be feeling 
because of your non attendance on previous occasions, or because of some besetting sin that 
you do not seem able to master.  God does not want us to come to show him how perfect we 
are. God just wants you and me to be there so that he can hold us safe, and show us his un-
speakable and completely non-judgmental love for us. 
 

We may all indeed be messy cracked pots, but he wants to gather together the delicate bro-
ken pieces of our lives and our relationships in his tender hands, where they will be in a 
“safe place” . In that safety we will be open to hear his loving words of healing and forgive-
ness. He wants to let the light of his loving acceptance shine through those cracks. And in 
the light of the experience of his loving acceptance, we will find the courage to let go of our 
angers and frustrations - and to forgive one another. 
 

So please come, one and all, to find that “safe place”  as we celebrate together God’s undy-
ing love for us on Wednesday evening 7.00 p.m. at the Franke Home. 
 

Without that forgiveness there can be no resurrection for us! 

Par ish Phone Number :      216-0039 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline:  727-1883 
 

The deadline for information submitted 
to this bulletin is Tuesday at 10 a.m. Fax 
submissions to 843-928-3447 or e-mail 
to stbenedictparish@aol.com. 

A Letter from the Bishop 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

 In the story of the Last Judgment, 
Jesus reminds us to care for those in 
need... 
 

An important opportunity to express 
Christian compassion and generosity 
is The Catholic Relief Services Col-
lection. This is the new name for the 
American Bishops's Overseas Appeal 
(ABOA). The collection is scheduled 
for March 19-20 in our Diocese. The 
collection theme, Jesus in Disguise, 
reminds us of the presence of Christ 
in every one of our brothers and sis-
ters in need. The collection helps 
build the Church's international so-
cial ministry by funding the work of 
five agencies. 
 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the 
official international relief and de-
velopment agency of the U. S . 
Catholic community, assists people 
in 94 countries ... 
 

Catholic Legal Immigration Net-
work, Inc. (CLINIC) is a new benefi-
ciary of the collection this year. It 
provides a full range of legal and 
supports services to Catholic pro-
grams directly representing poor 
immigrants… 
 

Migration and Refugee Services of 
the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops annually resettles 
one-quarter of the refugees admitted 
to the United States ... 
  

Social Development and World 
Peace, a department of the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, advocates, for poor and 
vulnerable people and for interna-
tional peace and justice... 
 

The Holy Father's Relief Fund as-
sists victims of natural disasters and 
other emergencies around the 
world.  
 

By giving to The Catholic Relief 
Services Collection you help care for 
Jesus in Disguise. Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 

  Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

 Most Reverend Robert J. Baker 
  Bishop of Charleston 



Schedule—Reconciliation (March 9, 2005)  
Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Isaiah 49:8-15 Sue Christopher 
Gospel: John 5:17-30 
Examination of Conscience   
 Mark Foster, Christina McMullen 
 

Ushers  John Joyce, Tom Campbell 
 
Schedule - March 13, 2005 
Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Ezekiel 37:12-14 Mark Foster   
Reading II: Romans 8:8-11 
 Araba Appiagyei-Danka  
Gospel: John 11:1-45 
 

Front Door Greeters   
Brendon and Elizabeth Harris  
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration  Drew Burrichter 
 

Ushers   
Terry Gray, Dennis D©Annunzio, Joe Harkins, 
Mindy Carroll, Leo Kosinski, Pat McKay, 
Michael Hauser 
 

Altar  Server   Erin Carroll, Patrick Kelleher 
 

Cross Bearer  David Hunton 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Cathy Cook, Wendy Albano 
 

Offer tory Gift Bearers   
Edward Heavey Family 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread: Tom Campbell, Kevin Carpentier, 
  Mary Helen Gammon, Judy Gilman 
Cup: Mindy Carroll, Chris Conway, 
 Barbara Gamble, Joe Harkins, 
 Peggy Harkins, Georgia Hazelton 
 

Nursery  
Juice:  Sharon & Eric D' Angelo 
Snack:  Kelly & Paul Kowalchick 
Check-in:  Colleen Craig 
Clare Blackwell 
 

Hospitality   
Hostesses:  Hedy Hodge, Lynn Tortorici  
Desser ts: Lois O©Keefe, Linda Patten, Shiela 
Richardson, Kathy Tahmoush, Katie & Chris 
Tokarz, Patty Tykal, Cecelia Ward, Fran Wrobleski 
 

Collection Counters  
R. Guerin, M. Catanzarite 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“ Give and gifts will be given to you; a good meas-
ure, packed together, shaken down, and overflow-
ing, will be poured into your lap.  For the meas-
ure with which you measure will in return be 
measured out to you.”  (Luke 6:38) 
 
Stewardship February 27, 2005 
 

Total Contributions         $ 7555.00 
Bishop Stewardship Appeal           $ 10.00 
Black & Indian Mission           $ 277.00  
Our Tithe            $ 726.80  

Week of  March 7—13, 2005 
 

Mon. 9 a.m.  Parish Center 
 

 5:30 p.m., Scr ipture Study 
 Caroline Stoll' s Home 
 4053 Harleston Green 884-2215 
 

Tues. 6:30 p.m.  Planter ’s Pointe 
 Community Center  Building 
 After  Mass, please join us for  
 Soup Supper  / Sacraments Talk 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)! 
 

Wed. 9 a.m. Hamlin Plantation 
 Mary Louise Schilpp 
 3616 W. Higgins Drive 881-0284   

 7:00 p.m., Reconciliation Service 
 The Franke Home 
 

Thurs. 9 a.m.  Dunes West-The Woodlands 
 Bob & Marilee Little 
 3454 Shagbark Circle 971-0458 
 Please call for  a gate pass!  
 

Fri. 9 a.m.  Parish Center 
 7 p.m., Taize Veneration Service 
 

Sun. 9:30 a.m.   Cario in Park West 
 Nursery is available (ages 1-4)!   
 

All are invited to come and celebrate in 
the daily Masses. See the website for 
maps, any changes in the Mass schedules 
and other parish information including 
registration forms. 
 

First Communion Retreat 
On Saturday, Mar. 19, there will be a 
retreat for the children, parents and men-
tors preparing for First Communion. We 
will meet at Ed and Lisa Cottingham' s 
home from 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.. The 
children' s pictures will be taken. 
 

Yearning To Be One  
The final session on the dialog "Yearning 
To Be One" is on Monday, Mar. 7, 6:30 
p.m. and will cover Mission. The meet-
ing will be at Hibben Methodist Church. 
Please call Lisa Cottingham (881-3592). 
 

Vocation Discernment Retreat  
The Diocese of Char leston Vocation 
Office, in conjunction with the Oratory, 
will host a discernment week-end, Mar. 
10-13, at the Oratory in Rock Hill. This 
retreat will allow men and women ages 
18-50 to discern a possible vocation to 
priesthood, deaconate or religious life. 
For more information, call the Vocations 
Office (402-9115 ext. 22). 
 
 

Lenten Reconciliation Service 
The children preparing for First Recon-
ciliation will celebrate the sacrament on 

Wednesday, Mar . 9, 7 p.m., 
at The Franke Home located 
at 1885 Rifle Range Road. 
Everyone is invited to join 
in our Lenten Reconciliation 
Service. 

 

Lenten Day of Recollection 
When: Saturday, Mar. 12, 9:30 a.m.to 
3:00 p.m., with Mass at 2:00 p.m. 
Where: Our Lady of Mercy Mother-
house in James Island. Call Kit Dunlap 
(556-6543). 
 

K of C Retreat at Mepkin Abbey  
All Knights of Columbus members are 
asked to participate in a one-day Lenten 
retreat of prayer and meditation at the 
Mepkin Abbey from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., Saturday, Mar.19. To help us un-
derstand the importance of the ªYear Of 
The Eucharistº, Trappist Fathers Guer-
rin and Christian will talk about ªThe 
Meaning of the Eucharistº and 
ªEucharistic Devotionsº. There will be 
Mass and Confession. Call Paul 
Midghall (881-4190), Bill Harrington 
(856-7352), or Gene McLaughlin (849 
2271). 
 

Prayer  Par tners 
You can still sign up to be a 
Prayer Partner. The sign up 
sheet is in the Hall. Isn©t it 
comforting to know that someone is 
praying for you! Look on the table in the 
Hall to find out who you have as a 
Prayer Partner. Questions? Call Carol 
Blanchard 849-8588. 
 

MOMS Group Retreat 
The Stella Maris MOMS group is spon-
soring a women' s retreat ªHoliness in 
Everyday Livingº on Saturday, Mar. 12, 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. All women of our 
community parishes, their families and 
friends are welcome to join us. The cost 
is $25. The retreat will be held at Stella 
Maris Parish Center on Sullivan' s Is-
land. Call Eileen Kittrell at 216-1533.   
 

St. Vincent de Paul Scarf Sale 
Spring Scarves for St. Vincent De Paul 
will be available,  Sunday, Mar. 13,  
after Mass in the nursery area.  
 

St. John Catholic School Auction 
Friday, Mar. 11, 7:00 p.m., at the Elks 
Club in West Ashley, is our 2nd Annual 
Auction. Items include Florida and 
Folly Beach vacations. Call 744-3901. 


