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rJP A Message from Father Paul

| wonder if you noticed arecent article in the “Faith and Life” section of the Post and Courier on
the current and future demographics of the world-wide Church. It was certainly very thought pro-
voking.

For centuries, Christianity has been primarily awhite, European and North American religion. We
forget its very humble beginnings in the Near East and Northern Africa. From the earliest days
there were missionary efforts, of course. St. Paul traveled far and wide, and tradition has it that the
apostle Thomas even finished up in Indial But early on, Ireland seemed to be where civilization,
and therefore Christianity stopped in the West.

All this changed in the last five hundred years. The Spanish conquest of great parts of Central and
South America brought on its heels an army of Catholic priests and friars, and more or less forced
conversions to Christianity on all sides! The nineteenth and twentieth centuries with their great
and very successful missionary outreach in Africa and Asia, have given rise to the “boom” in
Christianity, specifically Catholicism, which we are currently experiencing in those parts of the
world.

Yes, while Catholicism, and indeed Christianity in general, is on the wane in Europe and the
North Western hemisphere, south of the Equator and in the East the Church finds it hard to keep
up with its enormous growth. Church members, both lay converts and priests and sisters, abound.
Thereis no shortage of “vocations” in these areas!

In 1900, 82 percent of the world’s Christians were from Europe and North America. By 2025 that
number will have dropped below 30 percent. By 2050, within the lifetime of many of our younger
members, it is expected that only one in five Christians, worldwide, will be white. The centre of
Christianity will shift from the powerful countries of the North West to Africa, where arguably the
growth is most marked, or to the Asian world. Nigeriain 2000 had 50 million Christians. By 2050
it is projected to have 123 million — more than France and Germany combined! The Christian
population of the Congo will have tripled in that time to 121 million. There will be more Chris-
tians in Ethiopia than in England and more in Indiathan in Italy - mostly Catholic. Who suggested
that the Church is not alive and well? It isjust that we are no longer center-stagein it!

This state of affairs will surely involve a great deal of adjustment for Americans and Europeans,
who have for so long been “in charge” and called all the shots. A great deal will depend on our
ability to really accept other nations and cultures, very different from our own, on an equal foot-
ing, and be willing to adopt, learn from and celebrate their giftedness, as we have often unthink-
ingly assumed or demanded that they would adopt ours. Just imagine what our liturgy would be
like — and may well be in the future — if it had been born out of and shaped by an African culture
instead of our own. Certainly the uplifting experience of being with thousands of enthusiastic
buoyant fellow believers at aliturgical prayer meeting, so much a part of Catholic life in Africa,
for instance, could be a very salutary antidote to the increasing secularism of the West.

We would do well to view what we see happening in our Church, both doctrinally and morally,
against this background. We may be tempted to think that we are mired down and stuck in our
Church belief and practice. Perhaps we have major moral and disciplinary issues which we feel
are not being properly addressed. We need to realize that these issues or problems are seen very
differently by most of the faithful throughout the world, if they see them as issues at all. We
Catholic Northerners are a minority in the Church, often expressing minority views. This may be
very humbling for us.

For the longest time much of the Church of Rome held the view that “Unity” meant uniformity,
and that those who were not uniformly behind the Pope, not only in faith but also in the expression
of the faith — notably in the Church Liturgy, were out on their own and left to God's mercy. They
certainly could not count on the Church’s mercy unless they shaped up in the ranks of the uni-
formly quiescent, behind Rome.

Actually, history tells us that the Church has not always been uniform in its practice and disci-
pline. In the liturgy, for instance, there has been — and still is - arich diversity of rites within the
Church — different ways of celebrating the same truths according to local culture and tradition.
The ancient Ambrosian rite of the church of Milan, for instance, is still in use there to this day. As
a Church we need to recapture some of the richness of this diversity in worship and the way of
being “Church”. Far from fearing it as some sort of diminishment of our unity, let us learn to see
in such diversity the work of the Holy Spirit enabling people of all races and cultures to come
together, bringing to the table all manner of giftedness and understanding. Thus we will celebrate
as we discover in new exciting ways what it is to be the members of God's one truly catholic (=
universal) Church, united in love, and rejoicing in our common hope of new lifein the Lord.

Parish Phone Number : 216-0039
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation by ap-
pointment.

Mass I ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to
have Mass celebrated for your inten-
tions. Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes: Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship
space.

Active Member ship in our parish is

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of
time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3. Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the shar-
ing of on€ s gifts of time and talent.

A book of remembranceislocated by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the dead,
and your specia intentions. These are
remembered in prayer and carried to the
atar with the offerings on Sunday.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For a planned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospi-
tal.

Communion Procedure

Jesus invites al people of faith and
good will to accept him into their
hearts. If age or circumstance prevents
you from receiving sacramental Com-
munion, you are still invited to ap-
proach the altar for ablessing. Please
indicate this to the Eucharistic Minister
by placing your arms across your chest.
The Eucharist is offered under both
species. After bowing reverently and
receiving the sacred host, you are in-
vited to take a sip from the cup.

The deadline for information submitted
to this bulletin isMonday at 12 noon.
Fax submissions to 843-928-3447

or email to stbenedictparish@aol.com.

Tithing Requests
Parishioners may recommend an indi-

vidua or group in need of assistance
from our tithing fund. Please send writ-
ten recommendations to the Parish Cen-
ter.




Week of June 27-July 3, 2005

Mon. 9:00 am. Parish Center
Tues. 5:30 p.m. Brickyard-

The Hamptons
Andrew & Michelle Gawryluk

When you welcome a new baby into your
home, we also would like to welcome your
newest family member to our St. Benedict com-
munity.

We will arrange to come and take a photo of
your baby to be displayed at Church and to
publish anctice of our newest arrival in this
bulletin.

Please notify George & Jane O'Brien by calling

2561 John Boone Court  388-8304 971-1818.
Wed. 9:00 am. Charleston National -
St Andrews| | Need a babysitter ?
Joe & Peggy Harkins A list of parish youth interested in baby
3192 Linksland Road 881-5768

Thurs. 9:00 am. Dunes West-Dunes Mill
Mike & Kathy Eovino
1921 Dunes Mill Way ~ 971-6074
(Please call for a gate pass.)

Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages-4-6)

All areinvited to come and celebrate in

the daily Masses. See the website for

maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Scripture Study
All areinvited to our Scripture meeting on
Mondays at 6:00 p.m. at the Parish Center.
We will not meet July 4", and the next meeting
will be July 11". Come and join us!

Readings for the Week of June 26
Sun.t 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16g;

Romans 6:3-4, 8-11; Matthew 10:37-42
Mon.+ Genesis 18:16-33; Matthew 8:18-22
Tues.+ Genesis 19:15-29; Matthew 8:23-27
Wed. + Acts 12:1-11; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18;

Matthew 16:13-19
Thu.= Genesis 22:1b-19; Matthew 9:1-8
Fri.x Genesis 23:1-4,19, 24:1-8, 62-67:

Matthew 9:9-13

Sat. + Genesis 27:1-5,15-29; Matthew 9:14-17

The altar flowersthis Sunday are

offered by the Griffin family, for

Diane'smother Joan Polizzi, in

thanksgiving for the strength and
courage she is showing and has shown through
her illness this past year.

Hospitality

We arein need of hostesses

for hospitality. Y our help

would be needed about once

every three months. If you can help,
please call Lucia Rutherford (881-8391).

sitting is available on the Parish website.
Go to www.stbenedictparish.org and
click on "Y outh".

ECCO NeedsFans & Furniture
Now that the hot weather is upon us,
many of our needy neighbors have to
cope with the heat without any air condi-
tioning or even afan. ECCOisin need
of working fans or monetary donations
to purchase fans. Also, St. Vincent De
Paul isin need of living room furniture.
Thereisawaiting list of needy folks that
have requested couches, chairs and end
tables for their living room. Please drop
them off at the ECCO building on Six
Mile Road.

Marriage For Life Workshop

This workshop is designed to prepare
and strengthen couples called to the holy
vocation of marriage. Marriage for Life
explores those aspects of marriage that
will help couples of all agesand levels
of experience deepen their own love and
grow in God®life through their gift of
self in married life. Who should attend?
Engaged couples, recently-married cou-
ples, and more experienced couples as
well. When? The following Saturdays
(August 13, September 10 & October 8).
For details, please go to the website:
www.catholic-doc.org/StMaryAiken,
Family Life-Love of Life-Marriage for Life.

BEHS L ooking For Substitutes

If you have experience teaching at the
secondary level and would like to be a
substitute for the 2005-2006 school year
at Bishop England High Schoal, call
Darlene Trucksis (849-9599 ext. 10).

Summer Religion Camp

Thisyear, The Oratory Religion Camp
will be celebrating its 35th year of faith
and fun for children. The camp is now
accepting applications for the Summer
2005 sessions. For more information and
application forms, please visit:
www.rockhilloratory.com

Schedule - July 3, 2005

Scriptur e Readings
Reading I: Zechariah 9:9-10

Rachel Bisnett

Reading II: Romans 8:9, 11-13  Jim Flatley
Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30
Prayers of the Faithful Dolores Vogel

Front Door Greeters
Edward, Ben, Caroline, Evan & Haley
Cottingham

Guest/Visitor Registration
Drew Burrichter

Ushers

Dennis D@&nnunzio, Joe Harkins,

Mindy Carroll, Leo Kosinski, Pat McKay,
Michael Hauser, Susan Porinchak

Altar Servers
Sam Carpentier, Matt Phillips

Cross Bearer
Drew Burrichter

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Paula Borgesen, Madeline McKay

Offertory Gift Bearers
Joseph Massi Family

Eucharistic Ministers
Bread: Jerry O'Keefe, Lois O' Keefe,
Pauline Sullivan, Tom Allen
Cup: Michael Okpych, Maryann Russell,
Caroline Stoll, Carol Blanchard,
Gerald Blanchard, Jeanne Burke

Nursery
Juice: Erinbeth & David Massie

Snack: Kelly & Paul Kowalchick
Check-in: Margaret Riggs
Marianne Johnson

Hospitality

Dessert: Kristen & Jim Jacksa,
Marianne Johnson, Paulette Joyce,
Peggy Klimecki, Sandy Funk,
Rebecca Lee, Mercedes Livreri,
SonjaLong

Collection Counters
John Burnett, Michael Eovino

“No servant can serve two masters. He will
either hate one and love the other, or be devoted
to one and despise the other. ” (Luke 16:13)
Stewar dship June 19, 2005

Total Contributions

$7,073.00
Our Tithe $ 707.30

Therewill bea St. Vincent de Paul special
collection following Mass on July 3.




