11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

0
JUNE 12, 2005
rJP A Message from Father Paul

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (R.C.I1.A.) is one of the oldest processes for the
deepening and dissemination of our Faith - one of the most life-giving ways in which God
sees to the growth of our community in both holiness and in numbers. It dates back to the
earliest times of Christianity. There are signs of it in the Scriptures (Book of Acts Ch 10).
The process really comes to life when the entire parish is involved. It remains, to this day,
an opportunity for each of usto consider our own faith — or the lack of it — and to recommit
to it, as we accompany those among us who have asked for Baptism into the Christian com-
munity, or have requested to be admitted to full communion with us at St. Benedict. It is not
possible for us to walk the journey of faith with them effectively and to be disengaged at the
sametime. The R.C.I.A. process challenges each of usto stand up and be counted!

Those asking to be baptized are known as “Catechumens’. The others are referred to as
“Candidates’. In the Catholic Church we recognize the baptism of all Churches who bap-
tize with water and in the name of the Trinity. Those who have been so baptized have no
need of rebaptism. They are fully Christian. But they still need to be catechized in what we
believe, and to receive the fullness of our initiation in the sacraments of Confirmation and
the Eucharist. Then will they be able to participate with us fully, as we stand around the
altar, to be fed with the food that enables usto “go out to make disciples of al nations ... in
the name of the Father the Son, and the Holy Spirit!” (Matt 28.19-20)

Yes, that was the Lord’s command to all of us —to “go...teaching them to observe al the
commandments that | gave you”. We are not given our faith so that we may feel good — or
even so that we might get to heaven in good shape. Our faith has been given to us primarily
that we might share it, that we might be the mouth piece of God as he calls others to disci-
pleship, following our example! Our position vis-a-vis heaven depends largely on the deci-
sions we make in the face of this challenge - whether we have been diligent in sharing our
faith and whether our example of actually living it has been worth following! Those of us
who are lukewarm in the practice of our faith need to read from the Book of Revelations —
the last book of the New Testament - Ch 3 Vs 14-17 to know exactly where they stand in
the eyes of God. It certainly gives plenty of food for thought! Nobody is encouraged in the
faith by those who do nothing. Nobody getsinto heaven by doing nothing!

And so it is that each of us is challenged to actually do something about sharing the faith
that we claim to have and live by. It is not for usto leave it to othersto seeto. My contribu-
tion, your contribution, or the lack of it, actually matters. The Lord has no hands, no mouth
piece, other than ours - yours and mine. If he isto welcome othersto alife of faith — to life
with him in eternity — it will be through our warm welcoming words of encouragement, our
hospitably outstretched hands that the message will be delivered. It is a mistake for us to
expect others, by themselves, to jump to the conclusion that they are welcome, that God has
a gift for them. They depend on the personal invitation and reassurance of someone else.
Check it out. Ask any of those whom you know, who have looked into the church and
stayed with it, and you will find that it is not fundamentally because of some love of doc-
tring, or the liturgy, though both these things are most important ingredients. At the deepest
level, it will have been because someone dared to suggest it, or whose silent example of life
had been an inspiration to them. Just think of the implications of this.

There are many in our congregation, Sunday by Sunday, who are actually waiting to be
asked, to be invited in, and it is up to you and to me to do that. We all know at least one
person who would benefit from an invitation to come and check us out. The R.C.I.A. proc-
€ss is an opportunity to do just that — without any strings attached - always assuming an
openness to the promptings of the Holy Spirit as she moves powerfully in our lives.

Currently, there are four candidates signed up to begin the process after the summer vaca-
tion. | am sure there are several others who would like to be part of the process also, but are
just waiting for an encouraging invitation — from you — from me - before the end of this
month perhaps - preferably before the end of this week, just in case we forget!

And how about your volunteering to be a part of the team accompanying our Catechumens
and Candidates on the journey. Y ou might be a sponsor or presenter of your lived experi-
ence of a particular aspect of the Scriptures and the Faith in the weekly teaching sessions.
Y ou may wish to offer your home as the venue for the evening meetings, or to provide the
refreshments. Or you may fedl your role is to be intentionally praying for the candidates -
or a specific one - as they journey with us. There are so many ways in which we can all be a
part of the process. The important thing is to do something, so that the Lord may work pow-
erfully through each of us.

Parish Phone Number : 216-0039

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 727-1883

Eucharistic Adoration: Parish Center
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Sacr ament of Reconciliation
Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation by appointment.

Mass | ntentions

Please apply to the Parish Office to have
Mass celebrated for your intentions.
Cards are available there.

Children’s Envelopes. Stewardship
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space.

Active M embership inour parishis

determined by four things:

1. Being properly registered in the
parish for a sufficient period of time.

2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-
days and Holy Days.

3.  Useof the envelope system in regu-
lar support of the parish.

4. A serious commitment to the sharing
of on€'s gifts of time and talent.

A book of remembranceislocated by
the church door. Y ou are welcome to
inscribe the names of the sick, the dead,
and your special intentions. These are
remembered in prayer and carried to the
atar with the offerings on Sunday.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to arrange
for prayer, anointing, communion and
visitation if you or aloved one is hospi-
talized or homebound. For aplanned
operation, please request the Sacrament
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital.

Communion Procedure

Jesusinvites al people of faith and good
will to accept him into their hearts. If
age or circumstance prevents you from
receiving sacramental Communion, you
are still invited to approach the altar for a
blessing. Please indicate this to the Eu-
charistic Minister by placing your arms
across your chest. The Eucharist is of-
fered under both species. After bowing
reverently and receiving the sacred host,
you are invited to take a sip from the cup.

The deadline for information submitted
to thisbulletin is Monday at 12 noon.
Fax submissions to 843-928-3447

or email to stbenedictparish@aol.com.

Tithing Requests
Parishioners may recommend an individ-

ual or group in need of assistance from
our tithing fund. Please send written
recommendations to the Parish Center.




Week of June 13-19, 2005

Mon. 10:30 a.m.

Tues. 6:30 p.m.
Judy Gilman
312 Lofton Court

Wed. 9:00 am.

Franke Home
M cClélanville

(843) 887-3944
Charleston National-
Saint Andrews
Bob & Sandy Summers
3200 Heathland Way
Thurs. 9:00 am.

884-1160
Park West-
M asonborough

Todd & Cathy Gough
2150 Beckenham Drive 849-6867

Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Baptism / Father’s Day
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children's Liturgy (ages-4-6)
All areinvited to come and celebrate in
the daily Masses. See the website for
maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Scripture Group

All areinvited to our Scripture meeting on
Mondays at 6:00 p.m. at the Parish Center.
Next meeting is June 13". Come and join us!

Readings for the Week of June 12

Sun.+ Exodus 19:2-6a; Romans 5.6-11;

Matthew 9:36-10:8
Mon.x 2 Corinthians 6:1-10; Matthew 5:38-42
Tues.+ 2 Corinthians 8:1-9; Matthew 5:43-48
Wed. * 2 Corinthians 9:6-11; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
Thu.+ 2 Corinthians 11:1-11; Matthew 6:7-15
Fri.+ 2 Corinthians 11:18, 21-30; Matthew 6:19-23
Sat. + 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Matthew 6:24-34

The altar flowersthis Sunday are
offered by the Jacksa family, in
honor of Marcella Jacksa, mother
of Jim Jacksaand grandmother of
James, Annaand Jacob Jacksa, on her birthday.

When you welcome a new baby into your home,
we also would like to welcome your newest
family member to our St. Benedict community.
We will arrange to come and take a photo of
your baby to be displayed at Church and to
publish anctice of our newest arrival in this
bulletin.

Please notify George & Jane O'Brien by calling
971-1818.

Summer Movie Reviews

Not sureif the latest

summer blockbuster is

suitable for the whole

family? Movie reviews

available on the parish

website, www.stbenedictparish.org,
click on "Catholic Resources'.

Still More Ushers Needed

“ Each SQunday, every usher dances a
soft-shoe ballet, wicker basket in hand,
up and down the aisle, dodging baby
carriages and tote bags.”

The Ushers ministry are still looking for
more volunteers. Please call Terry Gray
at 884-1410 to sign-up.

Prayer Ministry

Now that the Prayer Partners
are organized and praying,
we hope to launch two new
projects:

1. Calling all Knitters and Crocheters.
Thereisaneed for afghans, baby blan-
kets and lap coversfor St. Vincent de
Paul clients. These items will be made
for a "particular person” and while mak-
ing them, prayers will be said for the
client. This can be easily done at home.

2. Calling all Prayerful People.

Y ou are needed in the Prayer Group.
The prayer requests for each week will
be made available viathe internet, a
card, or by phone, such that Prayer
Group members will be praying for the
same intentions and in their own time.

We have much to be thankful for and
much to pray for. Please be a part of this
important ministry and together let us
pray! Please call Carol Blanchard at
849-8588. Many thanks and God bless!

Fall Offering at M epkin Abbey
Mepkin Abbey, continuing its educa-
tional partnership with the School of
Theology at St. John's University, will
be offering the course Bible: | mage and
Art this Fall. Fr. Michael Patella, OSB,
will teach this unique course using the
rich resources of The Saint John’s Bible
asamodel. Fr. Patellais a monk of Saint
John's Abbey and has published on the
Gospel of Luke and writes the 2Seers
Corner® for The Bible Today. For more
information, please call Annette Nielsen
at (843) 761-8509, or e-mail her at
anielsen@mepkinabbey.org.

Schedule - Baptism - June 19, 2005

Scripture Readings
Reading I: Jeremiah 20:10-13
Nick Christopher
Reading I1: Romans 5:12-15
Araba Appiagyei-Dankah
Gospel: Matthew 10:26-33
Prayers of the Faithful

Joe Mueller

Front Door Greeters
John & Lucy Burnett

Guest/Visitor Reqgistration
Leo Albano

Ushers

Mike Podiak, Jeff Scott, Hampton Lee,
Hedy Hodge, Jeff Peterson, Fred Gamble,
Dom Del Grosso

Altar Servers
Erin Carroll, Elizabeth Harris

Cross Bearer
Sandy Funk

Children’sLiturqgy of the Word
Gina Scott, Mitchell Scott, Elaine Gautier

Offertory Gift Bearers
James Lloyd Family

Eucharigtic Ministers
Bread: Jim Stott, Carol Blanchard,
Bert Carlin, Mindy Carroll
Cup: Gerad Blanchard, Jeanne Burke,
Tom Campbell, Chris Conway,
Barbara Gamble, Mary Helen Gammon

Nursery
Juice: Katie DeMario

Snack: TinaTartaglia
Check-in: Colleen Craig
Andy Cook, Kendall Bittner, Jane O'Brien

Hospitality
All areinvited to the Baptism/Father's Day

reception to be hosted by Special Occasions
led by Jo Ann Y oung.

Collection Counters
Tracy D' Annunzio, Michael Eovino

St. Benedict at River Dogs Game
June 24" Friday. Sign-up after Mass.
SEE YOU THERE!

“Without cost you have received; without cost
you areto give.” (Matthew 10:8b)

Stewar dship June 5, 2005
Total Contributions

$7,451.38

Our Tithe $745.14




