JL’ 15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

cjr, JULY 10, 2005

A Message from Father Paul
Tomorrow, al over the world, the Church will be celebrating the feast of St. Benedict! We cele-
brate the feast of our patron saint on the first weekend of October to be sure that everyone is
present and able to give the celebration our full attention.

Benedict is the patron of all monks in the western world. He is also the patron of speleologists —
those who live in caves — farm workers, and the victims of poisoning!

Paul VI nominated Benedict the patron of Europe, because when he lived, at the collapse of the
Roman Empire, he was considered in large measure responsible for the preservation of civiliza-
tion due to the influence of the monastic way of life that he established. This spread rapidly
throughout Europe bringing with it a whole new system of values and way of being.

The migration to America of Benedictine monks, largely from Germany and Switzerland in the
nineteenth century, and later, monks from England also, brought with it that same culture and
ethic and the educational gifts that have in great measure helped to shape Catholic life and
Catholic traditions in this country. They established monasteries - also for nuns - largely in the
North East and Mid West.

In his famous Rule, which people are till living 1,500 years after it was written, St. Benedict
stresses the virtue of hospitality.

Greet al who come to the door as you would greet Christ, he says. Welcome them. But do not
allow them to disrupt the household.

If they stay, Benedict says, they are to be put on the duty roster. They must take their turn at the
housework and gardening.

But beware of those who go from house to house, from monastery to monastery - from parish to
parish, living off others - scroungers.

To treat everyone who comes to the door as if they were Christ does not mean letting them take
advantage of you. Christ would never do that.

In our parish as a whole — one more household of St. Benedict — we have a great deal to learn
from the Rule of St. Benedict. It rewards careful study. Today many people, including families,
are adapting it and living its spirit. They have found in it a great gift, and found it very health-
giving.

The promise of health and healing is very powerful today. All of us are in need of healing and
wholeness, and most of us are seeking it. But the Rule of St. Benedict does not offer us escapist
or idealistic healing. It does not promise us cheap, easy wholeness. There is adanger of thinking
that each of us can be healed perfectly of everything that is sick and disordered in our lives.
This kind of promise is rampant. All kinds of therapies and techniques flood the market and
engender more illusions.

The true healing that St. Benedict promises us is that we learn to live with the many contradic-
tions in our lives, holding together the tensions in such a way that they can become creative,
enriching and life-giving.

Jean Vanier, the founder of the L’ Arche movement, devoting all his energies to working for
deeply wounded and broken people, once said: “In our times there is a danger of thinking that
everyone can be perfectly healed and find perfect unity in themselves and with others. | am
more and more convinced that there is no perfect healing. Each human being carries their own
wounds, their own difficulties of relationships, and their own anguishes. It is a question of
learning to live day after day with thisreality, and not in a state of illusion”.

A real reality check is provided behind the altar in the chapel of a Benedictine monastery high
up in the Rocky Mountains. There hangs a very simple wooden cross. It will stay there until it is
taken down to mark the grave of whichever monk is the next to die. Until then it hangs on the
wall so that whenever the monks turn to face the altar they also face this powerful symbol of
their woundedness and the healing to be found in the resurrection to come. This daily reminder
of our final end is not morbid or unhealthy. It is a gift of God, teaching us to live at peace with
the reality of the present moment.

For the grace of true healing, we can pray today, with St Benedict certainly supporting us.

Parish Phone Number:  216-0039

St Vincent de Paul: 727-1883

Eucharistic Adoration:
Parish Center Wed. & Thurs. from
4:30-5:30 p.m.

Hospitalized/Homebound?

Please call the Parish Center to ar-
range for prayer, anointing, commun-
ion and visitation if you or aloved
one is hospitalized or homebound.
For a planned operation, please re-
quest the Sacrament of the Sick prior
to entering the hospital.

The deadline for information submit-
ted to this bulletin: M onday 12 noon.
Fax submissions to 843-928-3447 or
e-mail to stbenedictparish@aol.com

A Letter From the Bishop
Beloved Faithful:

Health care and health care reform
are very much on our minds these
days, asour nation strivesto pro-
vide universal coverage for all our
peopl e including workers without
coverage, communities without
care and the sick without options,
hi this reform effort, we Cathoalics,
joined by many others, are seeking
that universal coverage which ex-
cludes abortion mandates and pro-
tects the conscience rights of pro-
viders and religious employers.
Thereisno room for comprise on
our moral principles.

The issue of health care prompts
me to ask your special care for the
INFIRM PRIESTS of our Diocese
of Charleston. We have completed
the S. Joseph's Residence for Re-
tired Priests (Assisted Living Facil-
ity), thanks to your continued gen-
erosity. Thisisone main part of the
picturein assisting our infirm
priests. Certainly Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid help, but
not completely. As you know the
retired priests of our diocese are a
special concern of mine.

| know | strike a sympathetic note
and caring chord in your hearts
when | ask you to be generous to
the collection for our infirm
priests, scheduled to be received on
Sunday, July 17. Please care for
those good priests who have spent
their lives caring for others. | know
you will, and that God will bless
you for doing so.

You are in my thankful prayers.
Please pray for our priests, healthy
and infirm.

Sncerely yoursin Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. Baker
Bishop of Charleston




Week of July 11-17, 2005

Mon. 10:30 a.m.
Tues. 6:30 p.m.

Franke Home
Planter’ s Pointe-
Smokerise
Jim & Marianne Johnson
2804 Bottlebrush Court  884-5469

Wed. 9:00 am. Commonwealth
Wynn & Patti Harding
326 Commonwealth

Thurs. 9:00 am.

881-1115

Park West-
Churchill Park
Danny & Linda Badger
1152 Willoughby Lane  849-6923

Fri. 9:00 am. Parish Center

Sun. 9:30 am. Cario in Park West
Nursery is available (ages 1-4)
Children’s Liturgy (ages-4-6)

All are invited to come and celebrate in

the daily Masses. See the website for

maps, any changesin the Mass schedules
and other parish information including
registration forms.

Scriptur e Study

All areinvited to our Scripture meeting on
Mondays at 6:00 p.m. at the Parish Center.
Please come and join us tomorrow, July 11",

Readings for the Week of July 10

Sun.+ Isaiah 55:10-11; Rom 8:18-23;
Matthew 13:1-23

Mon.+ Exodus 1:8-14, 22; Matthew 10:24-11:1
Tues.+ Exodus 2:1-15a; Matthew 11:20-24
Wed. + Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12; Matthew 11:25-27
Thu.x Exodus 3:13-20; Matthew 11:29-30
Fri.+ Exodus 11:10-12:14; Matthew 12:1-8
Sat. + Exodus 12:37-42; Matthew 12:14-21

The altar flowers this Sunday
are offered by the Zwickert
family, in loving memory of
Rosemary Zwickert, sister of
Steve Zwickert.

Grocery Bag Sunday

Did you pick up agrocery bag today?

If you have not, please make an effort to
get one from any

grocery store.

Bring your filled
grocery bags next
Sunday, July 17.
Please be generousin

your sharing of
God' s blessings.

Liturgical Arts-Floral Committee

Schedule - July 17, 2005

We wish to thank Caroline Stoll for her
dedicated work over the past two years
in organizing the provision and arrange-
ment of flowersto beautify our worship
space for the glory of God. She has self-
lessly done a wonderful job.

Caroline has asked for awell deserved
break from this responsibility. Susan
Hauser has kindly agreed to take over as
coordinator of this ministry for us. If you
would like to donate and/or help prepare
the flower arrangements, please call
Susan Hauser at 607-3861 or e-mail her
at susanhdesigns@msn.com.

Since the beginning of this year, altar
flowers have been donated each Sunday
by individual parishionersin thanksgiv-
ing, or in memory of aloved one. Many
thanksto al who have booked a Sunday
thus far. There are still afew Sundays
available this year for those who still
wish to contribute flowers.

NFP Awar eness Pizza Social

You areinvited to a Natural Family
Planning awareness social on Saturday,
July 16, at 11:30 am. in the StellaMaris
Hall. Families are welcome! Following
the social, we will have aninitiation
meeting establishing alay faithful group
supporting the ministry of NFP through-
out the state of South Carolina. Please
join us as we proclaim the good news of
NFP and embrace our patron, Our Lady
of Joyful Hope. Please RSVP to
Michelle Shahid at 881-2451.

School Supplies Needed

School will open shortly and ECCO will
be working towards providing school
suppliesto the needy. Please help our
needy young children by donating
school supplies. Also, gently used
school uniforms are needed. Please drop
them off at the ECCO building on Six
Mile Road.

BEHS L ooking For Substitutes

If you have experience teaching at the
secondary level and would like to be a
substitute for the 2005-2006 school year
at Bishop England High Schooal, call
Darlene Trucksis at 849-9599 ext.10.

Math Teacher Needed

Christ our King—StellaMaris School is
seeking aMiddle School Math teacher
for the 2005-2006 school year. Appli-
cants must be certified to teach Middle
School Pre-Algebraand Algebra 1.
Please send resume to:

Principal

1183 Russell Drive

Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

Scriptur e Readings
Reading I: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 Allen Carroll

Reading 11: Romans 8:26-27 Rachel Bisnett
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-43
Prayers of the Faithful Trent Bolling

Front Door Greeters
Kurt & Sue Friend

Guest/Visitor Registration
Kathy Eovino

Ushers

Paul Kowalchick, Tom Couture,

Gerald Blanchard, Richard Garcia,

Linda Koch, Paulette Joyce, Mark French

Altar Servers
Andrew Russell, Matt Russell

Cross Bearer
Joe Mueller

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Traci Peters, Margaret Riggs

Offertory Gift Bearers
David Mayer Family

Eucharigtic Ministers
Bread: Joe Harkins, Peggy Harkins
Hampton Lee, Marilee Little
Cup: GeorgiaHazelton, Sue Hensch,
Tim Hensch, Robert Little,
Michael McAdams, Barbara Miracky

Nursery
Juice: Traci D’ Annunzio

Snack: DanaTutela
Check-in: Tom Campbell
Ruthann Schwinn, Caroline Stoll

Hospitality

Dessert: Leanna Potter, Betty Potts,
Shiela Richardson, Tina Tartaglia,
Chris & Katie Tokarz, Julie Turner,
Patty Tykal, Cecelia Ward

Collection Counters
Michael Catanzarite, Traci D’ Annunzio

“Do we hear and understand what God wants
usto do? Do we look and open our eyesto find
those who need us? Do we give and share what
God entrusted with us?”

Stewardship July 3, 2005

Tota Contributions $6,870.46
Peter’ s Pence $ 280.00
Our Tithe $ 659.05




