
 3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 JANUARY 23, 2005                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity runs from January 18th to 25th – the Feast of the 
conversion of St. Paul. All over the world and across the denominational spectrum, we’re 
praying in the words of Jesus: “That they may be one”  - that we may be one! What this will 
look like when it happens – and it surely will! – nobody knows. But the search for Christian 
unity forms part of the mandate of the Lord to his followers, and is not just an “optional 
extra”  for us. Pope watchers who record his every statement say that he has spoken more 
about the issue of Christian unity than any other topic, except possibly that of world peace. 
Why don’ t we hear more about it? Perhaps it’ s because we aren’ t listening, or don’ t know 
how to fix the problem, and therefore blank it out and hope it will go away! It won’ t! 
 

All of us, from time to time, can find life heavy, very heavy indeed: with heavy responsibili-
ties, heavy burdens, and heavy demands. Sometimes things get so heavy that they feel like  
dead weight, making it impossible for us to move forward, and making us feel trapped.  It 
may be in the family, or at work; it may be in our marriage or our relationships; or it may be 
with everything in general. 
 

We can certainly have this experience in the area of faith and religion, and specifically in 
the area of ecumenism.  Prayer can become very heavy indeed. It’s all just too much! 
Can these dead-weights be lifted, these burdens eased? Yes, they can! 
 

There was once a Carmelite nun in Spain – a certain Sister Dolores, who was much tempted 
and persecuted by the Devil – the “Heavy One” .  It often happened that when she wanted to 
go to the chapel to pray, the Devil would cause her to fall down in a very un-nun-like heap, 
and become a dead-weight, just as she reached the chapel door. All the other nuns would 
come rushing to her aid.  They would push and pull her, tug and heave her. But with all their 
combined nun-power (and no one should ever underestimate nun-power) they could not 
budge her an inch.   
 

Living nearby was the great Carmelite mystic and saint, John of the Cross.  The nuns, in 
their desperation, would send for him. He would come calmly to the chapel, where poor 
Sister Dolores, still in her un-nun-like heap, would look up at him in her anguish.  Without 
uttering a word but simply by his being there in front of her, Sister Dolores would return to 
her normal weight, get to her feet, and then walk into the chapel to pray, perfectly free! 
 

Why did St. John of the Cross, and other saints too, have this power? Why? Because they 
were filled with the Holy Spirit – who can move the immovable, lift heavy burdens, and set 
people free! God’s holy angels also had this power.  Did they not roll away the stone form 
the tomb on Easter morning, with ease, and sit on it? In this week of prayer for Christian 
Unity we pray the Lord that he number us among his angels and saints.  May he lift the 
heavy stones of anxiety, of fear, of judgmentalism about others, and the desire to fix things 
– our way, and of not knowing what to do next. May he set us free to be one! 
 

In our parish, the spirit of Ecumenism is alive and well, if only a small flame as of now.  We 
have a diligent and thriving Ecumenical Committee under the leadership of Lisa Cotting-
ham.  They have been quietly working, trying to lift stones from around the place.  Their 
work has two basic thrusts.  The first is to “be there”  like St John of the Cross, in a Spirit-
filled way, offering prayer and support for the many interdenominational families we have 
among us, as they struggle to make a unity of, and grow from, God’s gift of two different 
faith traditions in one marriage, with all the riches each brings to the union. 
 

This first thrust provides us with the model and encouragement for our efforts in our second 
field of activity – of outreach to all the other Christian denominations in our parish – there 
are twenty three of them!  We have been in contact with them all, and work is also afoot to 
bring at least the clergy together in some form of prayer and social gathering on a regular 
basis, as a first step. Our Ecumenical Committee’s work is most inspiring!  Think about 
joining it!  “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few!”  
 

Pray this week – and always - for Church Unity, and for the work going on in our own par-
ish. Pray that the stones of blindness and self righteousness be lifted from our own hearts, 
that we may be able to see and rejoice in the working of the Holy Spirit elsewhere - and be 
converted like St. Paul from self centeredness to be focused on the Lord Jesus in whom we 
will find our unity and peace! 

Par ish Phone Number :      216-0039 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline:  727-1883 
 
Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30pm. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation by appointment. 
 
Mass Intentions  
Please apply to the Parish Office to have 
Mass celebrated for your intentions. 
Cards are available there. 
 
Children’s Envelopes:  Stewardship 
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space. 
 
Active Membership in our parish is 
determined by four things: 
1. Being properly registered in the 

parish for a sufficient period of time. 
2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-

days and Holy Days. 
3. Use of the envelope system in regu-

lar support of the parish. 
4. A serious commitment to the sharing 

of one’s gifts of time and talent. 
 
A book of remembrance is located by 
the church door.  You are welcome to 
inscribe the names of the sick, the dead, 
and your special intentions.  These are 
remembered in prayer and carried to the 
altar with the offerings on Sunday. 
  
Hospitalized/Homebound?   
Please call the Parish Center to arrange 
for prayer, anointing, communion and 
visitation if you or a loved one is hospi-
talized or  homebound.  For a planned 
operation, please request the Sacrament 
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital. 
 
Communion Procedure   
Jesus invites all people of faith and good 
will to accept him into their hearts.  If 
age or circumstance prevents you from 
receiving sacramental Communion, you 
are still invited to approach the altar for a 
blessing.  Please indicate this to the Eu-
charistic Minister by placing an index 
finger over your lips.  The Eucharist is 
offered under both species.  After bowing 
reverently and receiving the sacred host, 
you are invited to take a sip from the cup. 
 
The deadline for information submitted 
to this bulletin is Tuesday at 10am.  Fax 
submissions to 843-928-3447 or e-mail  
to stbenedictparish@aol.com. 
 
Tithing Requests 
Parishioners may recommend an individ-
ual or group in need of assistance from 
our tithing fund.  Please send written 
recommendations to the Parish Center. 



Schedule - January 30, 2005  
Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13      Joe Mueller 
Reading II: 1 Corinthians 1: 26-31 
                                                         Melissa Hensch  
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a 
Prayers of the Faithful                           Tim Hensch 
 

Front Door Greeters    
Mike & Becky Brown 
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration   
Sue Gonzales 
 

Ushers  Terry Gray, Dennis D' Annunzio,  
Joe Harkins, Mindy Carroll, Leo Kosinski,  
Pat McKay, Michael Hauser 
 

Altar  Servers   
Christina Hensch, Joe McMullen 
 

Cross Bearer      
Lisa Cottingham 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Larisa Dahabi, Paula Borgesen 
 

Offer tory Gift Bearers   
Drew Burrichter Family 
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread: Peggy Harkins, Georgia Hazelton,  
Howard Letts, Marilee Little 
Cup: Sue Hensch, Tim Hensch, Hampton Lee, 
Robert Little, Barbara Miracky, Jane O' Brien 

 

Nursery  
Juice:  Trina House 
Snack:  Marianne Johnson 
Check-in:  Tina Okpych 
Amanda & Mike McAdams 
 

 

Hospitality 
Thank you for your continued support of this 
long-running, popular ministry in our Parish. 
Please excuse us for not pre-mailing schedules 
to you. We are working to develop an up-to-
date volunteer list which will be completed in 
February. To volunteer, please call Lucia 
Rutherford at 881-8391. 
 

Collection Counters 

Rosalie Guerin and Mike Catanzarite 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship January 
16, 2005 
Total Collections - $8,522.30  
Tsunami Relief - $395.00  
Our Tithe - $812.73 

(Please continue to support those affected by 
remembering them in your prayers.) 

Week of  January 24-30, 2005 
 

Mon. No Mass 
Tues. No Mass 
Wed. No Mass  
Thurs. No Mass  
Fri. No Mass 
 

Sun. 9:30am   Car io in Park West 
 Nursery is available for children 
 ages 1-4.   
 

All are invited to come and celebrate 
in the daily Masses. See the website 
for maps to locations, any changes in 
the Mass schedules and other parish 
information. 
 

Got Furniture to Donate? 
Saint Vincent DePaul is in need of 
furniture. The recent demand has de-
pleted our supply and our waiting list 
for furniture has grown to over 40  
requests. Full size and twin beds are 
needed as well as any other furniture 
you may want to donate. Our ware-
house is co-located in the ECCO build-
ing at 1145 Six Mile Rd. Call ECCO at 
849-9220 if you have any questions. 
 

Time &  Talent Celebration 
Find out where the shoe 
fits! Celebrate with us 
dur ing and after  Mass 
on January 30. 
 

 

 
 
Bir thr ight Searching for   
Board Member  
Birthright is planning to add one Board 
of Director to enhance its operation of 
serving women in pregnancy crisis.  
Someone with fundraising or PR 
would be a good addition. If you hear 
the calling, don' t hesitate. Please vol-
unteer, step up to the plate and help 
those in need! 
 

Parish School News 
The annual tax letters acknowledging 
donations given to the Parish School 
and/or to the Catholic Community Life 
Center in 2004 will be sent out by the 
end of the month.  Please double-
check the figures when you receive 
your letter. Any discrepancies, please 
call 856-9586.  Thank you! 

Come to a Lenten Revival 
The Disciples in Mission Team Leaders 
of St. Patrick and Our Lady of Mercy 
churches are sponsoring a Revival, with 
guest speaker Deacon William John-
son, director of the Office for Black 
Catholics in the Diocese of Camden, 
NJ. The theme: ªEntering the Thresh-
oldº, a Lenten Journey, to be held at  
St. Patrick Catholic Church on January 
25, 26 and 27 at 7:00 PM each night. 
 
World Marr iage Day 
When: Feb 6th at 3pm. On that day, the 
diocese will hold its Fifth Annual Wed-
ding Anniversary Celebration at Our 
Lady of Hills Church in Columbia. 
Please call Kathy Schmugge at 
(803)642-6421. 
 

Exper ience a Forgiveness and  
Healing Retreat 
If one of your New Year' s resolutions 
is to let go of regret and learn to forgive 
yourself and others, the Servants of 
Jesus prayer group from Stella Maris 
has the answer for you. It is sponsoring 
Maryanne Lacy for a day of teaching 
and healing. Along with Fr. Peter 
McCall, Maryanne founded the House 
of Peace, a healing prayer center in 
New York. She has training in Spiritual  
Development, Peer Guidance, Spiritual 
Direction and Religious Counseling 
and co-authored An Invitation to Heal-
ing.  
 

Valuable, insightful information on 
forgiveness, generational healing and 
many different levels of healing, will 
be included.  
 

Cost:   $10.00 
Place:  Stella Maris Church Hall 
Date:   January 29, 2005 
Time:  Registration 8:30am to 9:30am 
with a Continental Breakfast. 
 

 Seminar 9:30am to 4:30pm. Bring a 
lunch. Drinks, fruit and dessert will be 
provided. Please plan to celebrate the 
Saturday Vigil Mass at Stella Maris at 
5:30pm. 
 

Questions? Please call Ellen DiCarlo at 
(843) 971-1994  
 
Char leston Catholic School 
Open House for families interested in 
registering for 2005-2006 school term 
is Tuesday, Feb 1st, 6-8pm, at the 
school. Call 577-4494. 
 


