
 2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 JANUARY 16, 2005                           
 A Message from Father  Paul 

 

Now that the holiday season is over – even liturgically speaking - we settle into “Ordinary Time” 
once more.  That does not denote “Boring Time” .  The Christian’s ordinary stance is one of 
heightened awareness of God’s gifts to us and one of grateful thanks at all times.  That is 
“Ordinary time” ! 
 

One of the great gifts of Christmas of which we speak endlessly, and which features on so many 
of our Christmas cards is PEACE; a word which is found to be acceptable even by those who aim 
to drive Christianity out of the public domain altogether. 
 

“Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth” , the angels sang when they ap-
peared to the shepherds, and we sing on Sunday every week. “Peace be with you! my peace I 
give you! but not as this world gives it” , the Lord tells his disciples – and us also. 
 

What is this peace? 
 

Clearly it is not just a matter of patching up our quarrels in Iraq and bringing our boys back 
home. God’s peace has nothing to do with human victory or defeat or even truce between war-
ring factions in any arena, be they international, national, at work, among friends or in the fam-
ily. 
 

The peace that God gives us is a peace deep down within ourselves. It is the gift of being at 
peace with our own situation, with the cards that God has dealt us, in the full knowledge and trust 
that in his hands all will be well.  It is a peace that removes the imperative that all must think and 
behave just as I do, that I must put them right, that I must be protected from those who do not 
agree with me, that I must exact vengeance at whatever the cost to life and to others’  reputations 
when I feel aggrieved.  Peace is resting comfortably in the ability to listen, to negotiate, to com-
promise and to work out solutions in which all are winners. And when all is said and done, Peace 
resides in the knowledge that when we have done our best to state our case peacefully, the Lord 
will provide, where we cannot – and often in the most unlikely ways. 
 

In Japanese business ethic, a good business deal is one where all are winners, where all are in-
vested in the outcome as arranged, because all stand to gain.  Therefore, it is not necessary to 
have a written contract, and an insult to ask for one! Those who carved up Europe after the First 
World War did not know too much about true Peace, and we are reaping the consequences even 
now.  The sins of the fathers shall be visited on their children and their children’s children to the 
third and fourth generation!”  the Bible tells us.  Are we surprised? 
 

In this light we need to consider what we are doing when we wish each other “The Peace of 
Christ be with you”  at the Kiss of Peace just before we go to receive back from the Lord the gifts 
we have offered, now transformed, in Holy Communion. The response is “and also with you”  or 
“and with your spirit” , not “ thank you very much!”  or “how nice to see you!” , or even “ that was 
a lovely homily!”  The Gospel tells us, “  If you are bringing your offering to the altar and there 
remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar, 
go and be reconciled with your brother first, and then come back and present your offer-
ing”  (Matthew 5:23). The Lord is telling us, loud and clear, that those who wish to have no part 
of that inner peace that is his gift to us, are not fit to receive him into their hearts. Notice that he 
is asking us to be reconciled with those who have a grievance against us – not those against 
whom we have a grievance.  Often we do not know those people. Sometimes we do. 
 

The Kiss of Peace, therefore, is a solemn moment. It is a token gesture to express our desire for 
true peace with all so that we may be worthy to approach the altar.. We wish each other that deep 
inner peace that only the Lord can give, a peace that will open our hearts and minds to reconcilia-
tion and to receive the forgiveness of those whom we have knowingly, or even unknowingly 
offended.  Many people find it hard - altogether too challenging - to think in these terms.  So this 
most sacred moment is trivialized. 
 

The Kiss of Peace is not a time for social chit-chat. It is not a time to get in touch with all sorts of 
people whom we have not seen for a while, or to find out how and what they are doing, no matter 
how lovingly we mean our inquiry. It is important to have such loving social exchanges, but after 
Mass, not during it. That is why we have a coffee session straight afterwards. It is important that 
we make the time for this too. 
 

I hope you will join me in reclaiming the Kiss of Peace, and giving it its true and full meaning in 
our worship.  Only when we are reconciling and reconciled people can we be real peacemakers. 
This is a solemn moment – a time when we are invited to be truly Christ the Healer for each 
other. 

Par ish Phone Number :      216-0039 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline:  727-1883 
 
Euchar istic Adoration: Parish Center  
Wed. & Thurs. from 4:30-5:30pm. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Fr. Paul is available to celebrate the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation by appointment. 
 
Mass Intentions  
Please apply to the Parish Office to have 
Mass celebrated for your intentions. 
Cards are available there. 
 
Children’s Envelopes:  Stewardship 
envelopes are in the pockets of the ban-
ner at the entrance to our worship space. 
 
Active Membership in our parish is 
determined by four things: 
1. Being properly registered in the 

parish for a sufficient period of time. 
2. Faithful attendance at Mass on Sun-

days and Holy Days. 
3. Use of the envelope system in regu-

lar support of the parish. 
4. A serious commitment to the sharing 

of one’s gifts of time and talent. 
 
A book of remembrance is located by 
the church door.  You are welcome to 
inscribe the names of the sick, the dead, 
and your special intentions.  These are 
remembered in prayer and carried to the 
altar with the offerings on Sunday. 
  
Hospitalized/Homebound?   
Please call the Parish Center to arrange 
for prayer, anointing, communion and 
visitation if you or a loved one is hospi-
talized or  homebound.  For a planned 
operation, please request the Sacrament 
of the Sick prior to entering the hospital. 
 
Communion Procedure   
Jesus invites all people of faith and good 
will to accept him into their hearts.  If 
age or circumstance prevents you from 
receiving sacramental Communion, you 
are still invited to approach the altar for a 
blessing.  Please indicate this to the Eu-
charistic Minister by placing an index 
finger over your lips.  The Eucharist is 
offered under both species.  After bowing 
reverently and receiving the sacred host, 
you are invited to take a sip from the cup. 
 
The deadline for information submitted 
to this bulletin is Tuesday at 10am.  Fax 
submissions to 843-928-3447 or e-mail  
to stbenedictparish@aol.com. 
 
Tithing Requests 
Parishioners may recommend an individ-
ual or group in need of assistance from 
our tithing fund.  Please send written 
recommendations to the Parish Center. 



Schedule - January 23, 2005  
Scr ipture Readings 
Reading I: Isaiah 8:23 ±9:3                    Sue Hensch 
Reading II: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17 
                                                       Christina Hensch 
Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 
Prayers of the Faithful                          Allen Carroll 
 

Front Door Greeters    
Alec & Haley Brimmer 
 

Guest/Visitor  Registration   
Marianne Johnson 
 

Ushers  Paul Kowalchik, Tom Couture, Richard 
Garcia, Hedy Hodge, Rob Tykal, Linda Koch, 
Paulette Joyce 
 

Altar  Servers   
Melissa Hensch, Devon McDavid 
 

Cross Bearer      
Andrew Burrichter 
 

Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Jack Craig, Sheila Richardson 
 

Offer tory Gift Bearers   
John Burnett and Family  
 

Euchar istic M inisters 
Bread: Carol Blanchard, Gerald Blanchard, Chris 
Conway, Barbara Gamble  
Cup: Tom Campbell, Kevin Carpentier, Mindy 
Carroll, Mary Helen Gammon, Judy Gilman, Joe 
Harkins 

 

Nursery  
Juice:  Dana Tutela 
Snack:  Sonja & Ed Long 
Check-in:  Mary Clifford 
Christine & Mark Davis 

 

Hospitality 
Hostesses:  Lucia Rutherford  
Desserts:  Kathy Eovino, Susan Friend, Georgia 
French, Mark French, Cristina Garcia, Lori 
Gerding, Sue Gonzales, Cathy Gough, Tina Grady 
 
 
 

 

“ If we belong to Christ, it follows logically that 
everything we have belongs to Him.”  
 

Stewardship January 9, 2005 
Total Contributions  $7,641.68 
Christmas Donations $100.00 
Solemnity of Mary   $85.00 
Church in Latin America    $10.00 
St. Vincent de Paul   $20.00 
Our Tithe $761.17 
 
Tsunami Relief $3592.55 
(Please continue to support those affected by 
remembering them in your prayers.) 

Week of  January 17-23, 2005 
 

Mon. 9am  Parish Center 
Tues. 9am Par ish Center  
 No Scr ipture Study 
Wed. No Mass  
Thurs. No Mass  
Fri. 9am Parish Center 
 

Sun. 9:30am   Car io in Park West 
 Nursery is available for children 
 ages 1-4.   
 

All are invited to come and celebrate 
in the daily Masses. See the website 
for maps to locations, any changes in 
the Mass schedules and other parish 
information. 
 

Chr istian Unity Week 
Christian Unity Week begins Jan. 18th 
and runs through Jan. 25th. Please pray 
that we may all be one! 
 

All Ministr ies Conference 
Keynote address, Fri., Jan. 21st, 7pm 
at Christ Our King Church. Bishop 
David Thompson will address us on 
liturgical developments since Vatican 
II. 
 

Time &  Talent Fair  Sunday 
Find out where the shoe fits! 
St. Benedict Time &  Talent Fair ! 
January 30, 2005! 
Come and help us serve 
more and beyond!!! 

 

Ecumenism Committee 
Meets To Discuss 
Chr istian Unity 
Please join us on Wednesday, Jan. 19, 
7pm at the home of Lisa Cottingham. 
We will discuss the Week 
of Prayer for Christian 
Unity and other topics. 
For more information, 
please call 881-3592. 
 

MOMS Groups 
New MOMS (Ministry of 
Mothers Sharing) group 
will start in January. If you 
want to be part of this 
eight-week experience, call 
Sister Nancy (856-8734) or 
leave your name with the secretary at 
the Parish Center. 

Weekly Bulletin 
Can you give a few 
hours of your time on 
Tuesday mornings to 
help prepare this 
weekly bulletin? We will help you get 
started and support you along the way.  
Please contact the Parish Center or 
Sandy Krezmien-Funk (971-1486) 
 

Archives Photo Project 
Current group photos (2004) are 
needed for Vol. II!  Drop off at the 
Registration table.  If you would like to 
help with this fun project, please call 
Dianne Brimmer (849-1934). 
 

K of C Oyster  Roast  
Saturday, Jan. 22, 6:30pm, Goldbug 
Island. Call Tom Franzone at 884-5670 
or Barry Sturmer at 577-8709. 
 

A Marr iage for  Life Workshop  
This is a great way to learn more about 
the commitment of marriage —whether 
you are engaged or have been married 
many years. Immaculate Conception 
Church in Goose Creek  will offer a 
series on Saturdays (Jan 29,  Feb 5, 12). 
Call Jerry Arter at 797-1555 or e-mail 
arter-g11@comcast.net. 
 

World Marr iage 
Sunday Day 
World Marriage Day is 
Feb 6th! On that day, the 
diocese will hold its 
Fifth Annual Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration at Our Lady 
of Hills Church in Columbia at 3pm. 
Please call Kathy Schmugge at 
(803)642-6421. 
 

Char leston Catholic School 
Open House for families 
interested in registering for 
2005-2006 school term is 
Tuesday, Feb 1st, 6-8pm, at 
the school. Call 577-4494. 
 

COK-Stella Mar is School News 
The annual tax letters acknowledging 
donations given to the Parish School 
and/or to the Catholic Community Life 
Center received during 2004 will be 
mailed out by the end of the month. 
The IRS policy is to confirm contribu-
tions of $250.00 or more. Please let us 
know as soon as possible if you spot 
any inaccuracies. Thank you for your 
generosity. If you have any question, 
call Susan Dowd at 856-9586. 


